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LETTERS 

FROM  JANUARY  175f5r6  TO  1746* 


FROM  THE  EARL  OF  ORRERY- 

January  3,  1735-0. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  HAVE  thought  It  more  than  a  century  since  I 
saw  you.  I  crawled  out  to  you  on  Saturday,  but 
was. forced  to  come  from  your  house  and  go  to  bed ; 
since  whicH  time  I  have  not  stirred  out  of  my  cham^ 
ber.  My  cold  continues  still  bad;  and  has  been 
hanging  upon  me  now  for  above  a  fortnight.  Pray 
tell  me  when  I  may  hope  to  see  you  again:  ei 
nctas  audire  et  reddere  voces.  I  dine  at  home  to- 
morrow: will  you  share  a  fowl  with  me?  I  am 
scarce  able  to  hold  up  my  head ;  but  the  sight  of 
you  will  go  a  great  way  toward  recovering 

Your  ever  obliged  and  faithful  servant. 

Orrery* 
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FROM  MRS  PENDARVES. 

Bath,  JTaa.  17S5.(^. 
Sir, 
I  AM  told  you  have  some  thoughts  of  coming  here 
in  the  spring.     1  do  not  think  it  proper  to  tell  you 
how  well  pleased  I  am  with  that  faint  prospect :  foi* 
such  I  must  call  it  till  the  report  is  confirmed  with 
your  own  haiid.     I  write  all  in  haste  to  know  if  you 
really  have  any  such  design ;  for  if  you  have,  I 
shall  order  my  affairs  mocwAmglyy  that  I  may  be 
able  to  meet  you  here.    The  good  old  custom  of 
wishing^  a  happy  new  year  to  one's  friends  is  now 
exploded  amimgst  our  refined  people  of  the  pre- 
sent age;  but  I  hope  you  will  give  me  leave  to 
tell  you,  without  being  offended,  that  I  wish  you 
many  years  of  happiness.     The  physicians  have  at 
list  advised  my  sister  to  the  Bath  waters*    We  ba.v4 
been  here  Si  fortnight :  they  do  not  disagree  with 
h^r ;  this  IS  all  o&n  be  said  of  them  at  present.     I 
wrote  to  you  from  Pairadise,  and  hope  there  i»  a 
kttef  of  yours  travelling  towards  me:  I  think  I 
have  used  you  to  a  bad  custom  of  late,  that  of  writ* 
mg  two  letters  for  one  of  yours.     I  am  often  told  I 
have  great  assurance  in  writing  1X»  you  at  all ;  ated 
to  be  sure  I  miist  do  it  with  great  fear  and  trembling* 
I  am  not  believed  when  I  affirm  I  write  to  you  with 
as  much  ease  w^  to  any  correi^ondent  I  have ;  for  I 
know  you  are  as  muc^  above  criticishrg  a  letter  of 
mine,  as  I  should  be  below  your  notice,  if  I  gave 
myself  any  affected  airs :  you  have  encouraged  my 
correspondence,  and  I  should  be  a  brute  if  I  did  not 
make  the  best  of  such  an  opportunity. 

Bath  is  full  of  people,  such  as  they  are  j  none 
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worth  giving  yon  any  account  of:  my  solace  if  Mrs 
Barber,  whose  spirit  and  good  countenance  cheeriB 
use  whenever  I  hear  or  see  her;  she  is  at  present 
pretty  well. 

CxKnpany  is  this  moment  coming  up  stairs,  and 
I  cao  only  add  that  I  am.  Sir, 

your  most  faithful  humble  servant, 

M.  PsMDARVaS.    ' 


TO  MR  FAULKNER. 

Jaanaiy  Sj  1736^. 
Ma  Faulkner^ 

1  AM  answering  a  letter  I  had  from  Mr  Pope, 
when  I  was  at  Cavan,  My  absence  and  sickniM, 
since  I  retired,  have  hindered  me  from  writing  t9 
him.  He  complains  of  his  unluckiness  that  ^ou 
could  never  find  hin^  at  home,  whicb»  he  says^  since 
his  mother's  death,  he  is  often  absent  from.  I  here 
will  transcribe  a  paragraph  which  relates  to  you,  and 
I  desire  you  will  return  an  answer  to  it,  time  enough 
for  me  to  s?nd  ^  letter  tq-night^  aqd  I  iyUI  iaafirt  the 
sum  of  it, 

*^  As  to  bis  (Mr  Faulkner'^)  design  about  my 
works,  I  beg  yoi|  will  desire  him  to  postpone  it,  uu- 
til  he  sees  the  duqdecimo  edition  of  them  here,  with 
the  first  volume,  published  by  Lintot :  for  that,  join- 
ed to  the  rest  by  Gilleyer,*  will  make  the  coroplet- 
est  hitherto  extant,  and  is  revised  by  me.  I  guess 
they  will  be  out  at  Christmas." 


*  LawtoB  Gillerer,  a  bookseUer. — H. 
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Pray,  let  me  know  what  answer  I  shall  make  to 
Mr  Pope  t  write  it  down  and  send  it  by  any  mes- 
senger, the  sooner  the  better,  for  I  am  an  ill  writer 
at  night. 

I  am  yours,  &c. 

Jon.  Swift. 

I  think  yon  may  send  your  answer  by  the  bearer, 
for  it  need  not  take  above  two  lines. 


FROM  DR  SHERIDAN.  . 

Cavan,  Jan.  17, 1735*6* 

Dear  Sir, 
'  I  RECEIVED  your  letter  of  reproaches  with  plea- 
sure i  and  as  I  know  you  hate  excuses,  1  shall  make 
none.  Whoever  has  informed  you  that  I  was  not 
in  my  school  at  the  right  time  appointed,  has  not 
done  me  justice;  for  whatever  else  I  may  disap- 
point, that  shall  be  inviolably  and  punctually  ob» 
served  by  me.     ♦♦♦♦^i^**** 

As  for  my  quondam  friends,  as  you  style  them, 
quon-dam  them  all.  It  is  the  most  decent  way  1  can 
curse  them ;  for  they  lulled  me  asleep  till  they  stole 
my  school  into  the  hands  of  a  blockhead,  and  have 
driven  me  toward  the  latter  end  of  my  life  to  a  dis- 
agreeable solitude,  where  I  have  the  misery  to  reflect 
upon  my  folly  in  making  such  a  perfidious  choice, 
at  a  time  when  it  was  not  in  my  nature  to  suspect 
any  soul  upon  earth.     *     *     *     *     *     *     #* 

Now  to  think  a  little  for  myself.  The  Duke  of 
Dorset  does  certainly  owfe  me  a  small  living,  for  the 
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expensive  entertainment  I  gave  him  from  Terence.* 
I  only  want  a  proper  person  to  dun  him ;  and  I 
know  it  will  be  done  if  my  Lord  Orrery  will  under-> 
take  it.  Do  not  think  me  sanguine  in  this;  for 
more  unlikely  and  less  reasonable  favours  have  been 
granted.  God  knows  whether,  during  my  life,  we 
shall  have  another  scholar  sent  us  for  a  lord  lieute- 
nant.        #***»*♦*#♦** 

I  wish  you  as  much  happiness  as  I  have  plague, 
which  is  enough  for  any  honest  man.    I  am,  dear  Sir» 
Your  most  obedient  very  humble  servant, 

Thomas  SuBRinAN. 


TO  MR  POPE. 


Febmarj  7,  1735-6. 
It  is  some  time  since  I  dined  at  the  Bishop  of 
Derry's,  where  Mr  Secretary  Gary  told  me,  with 
great  concern,  that  you  were  taken  very  ill.  I  have 
heard  nothing  since,  only  I  have  continued  in  great 
pain. of  mind,  yet  for  my  own  sake  and  the  world's 
more  than  for  yours;  because  I  well  know  how  little 
you  value  life,  both  as  a  philosopher,  and  a  Christ- 
ian ;  particularly  the  latter,  wherein  hardly  one  in 
a  million  of  us  heretics  can  equal  you.  If  you  are 
well  recovered,  you  ought  to  be  reproached  for  not 
putting  me  especially  out  of  pain,  who  could  not 
bear  the  loss  of  you ;  although  we  must  be  for  ever 
distant  as  much  as  if  I  were  in  the  grave,  for  which 
^y  years  and  continual  indisposition  are  preparing 
me  every  season.     I  have  staid  too  long  from  pres- 


*  This  was  a  play  of  Terence,  acted  by  the  Doctor's  scholars 
for  the  entertainment  of  the  duke. — D.  S. 


\ 
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ging  you  to  give  ine  tome  ease  by  ai|  aecoimt  C|f 
your  health ;  pray  do  net  u^e  me  so  ill  any  more* 
I  Iciok  upon  you  as  an  astate  frem  which  I  receive 
my  best  annual-^r^nts,  although  I  am  never  to  see  it. 
Mr  Tickel  was  at  the  same  meeting  under  the  same 
veal  fioncera ;  and  so  were  a  hundred  others  of  thin 
town  who  had  never  seen  you. 

I  read  to  the  Bishop  of  Derry  the  paragraph  in 
yfrtir  letter  which  concerned  him,  and  his  lordship 
^pre3sed  his  thankfulness  in  a  manner  that  became 
him.  H^  ii  esteemed  here  as  a  person  of  learning, 
and  OQni^rwtion,  and  humanity,  but  he  is  beloved 
by  all  people. 

J  have  nobody  now  left  but  you :  pray  be  so  kind 
as  to  outlive  me,  and  then  die  as  soon  as  you  please, 
but  without  pain,  and  let  us  meet  in  a  better  place, 
if  my  religion  will  permit,  but  rather  my  virtue,  al- 
though much  unequal  to  yours.  Pray  let  my  Lord 
Pathur^t  know  bow  much  I  love  him;  I  still  insist 
cod  hi§  rf  mefmbering  me,  although  he  is  too  miu::h 
in  thQ  world  to  honour  an  absent  friend  with  his 
]ftterst  My  rtate  of  health  is  not  to  boast  of; 
my  giddiness  is  more  or  less  too  constant ;  I  sleep 
ill,  and  have  a  poor  appetite.  I  can  as  easily  write 
a  poem  in  the  Chinese  language  as  niy  own ;  I  am 
as  fit  for  matrimony  as  invention ;  and  yet  I  have 
daily  schemes  for  innumerable  essays  in  prose,  and 

{iroceed  sometimes  to  no  less  than  half  a  dozen 
ines,  which  the  next  morning  become  waste  pa* 
per,  l^hat  vexes  me  most  is,  that  my  female 
friends,  who  coijld  bear  me  very  well  a  doaen  yews 
9^0,  have  now  forsaken  me,  although  I  am  not  so 
old  in  proportion  to  them,  as  J  formerly  was:  which 
I  can  prove  by  arithmetic,  for  then  I  was  double 
their  age,  which  now  I  am  not  Pray  put  me  out 
c^  fear  as  soon  as  ypu  can,  about  that  ugly  report 
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0f  your  nines0;  and  lei  me  know  who  this  Ch«« 
^Iden*  is,  that  has  so  lately  spning  up  in  your 
favour.  Give  me  also  some  account  of  your  ueigh<» 
hour  t  who  writ  to  me  from  Bath :  I  hear  he  resolvei 
to  be  strenuous  for  taking  off  the  test;  which  griev^f 
me  extremely,  from  all  the  unprejudiced  reasons  I 
ever  was  able  to  form,  and  against  the  mai^ims  of 
all  wise  Christian  governments,  which  always  had 
some  established  religion,  leaving  at  best  a  tolenu 
tion  to  others. 

Farewell  my  dearest  friend ;  ever,  and  upon  eye^ 
ry  account  that  can  create  friendship  and  esteem. 

JoK.  Swift. 


FROM  LADY  BETTY  GERMAIN. 

Febrtmrj  10, 17SM. 

I  AM  porry  to  hear  your  complaints  still  of  gid* 
diness.  I  was  in  hopes  you  would  have  mended, 
like  my  purblind  eyes^  with  old  age*  According 
to  the  custom  of  all  old  women,  I  must  recommeid 
to  you  a  medicine,  which  is  certainly  a  very  inno* 
cent  one,  and  they  say  does  great  good  to  that  dis« 
temper,  which  is  only  wearing  oil-cloth  the  breadth 
of  your  feet,  and  next  to  your  skin.  I  have  often 
found  it  to  do  me  good  for  the  headach. 

I  do  not  know  what  offences  the  Duke  of  Dorset's 
club,  as  you  call  them,  commits  in  your  eyes ;  but, 
to  my  apprehension,   the  pariiament  cannot  but 


*  The  celebrated  9ar|;eoi|.fnd 
+  Mr  Pulteney. 


aiiiitomist — Bqvj^bs. 
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behave  well,  since  they  let  him  have  such  a  quiet 
session.  And  as  to  all  sorts  of  politics,  they  are 
now  my  utter  aversion,  and  I  will  leave  them  to 
be  discussed  by  those  who  have  a  better  skill  in 

them. 

If  my  niece  has  been  humbled  by  being  nine 
years  older,  her  late  inherited  great  fortune  will 
beautify  her  in  the  eyes  of  a  great  many  people ; 
so  she  may  grow  proud  again  upon  that.  The 
Countess  of  Suffolk  is  your  humble  servant.  Mr 
Pope  and  she  appear  to  have  a  true  value  for  one 
another,  so  I  suppose  there  is  no  doubt  of  it ;  I  will 
answer  for  my  friend's  sincerity,  and  I  do  not  ques- 
tion Mr  Pope's.  Why,  pray,  do  you  fancy  I  do 
not  desire  to  cultivate  Mr  Pope's  acquaintance? 
But  perhaps,  if  I  seek  it  too  much,  I  might  meet 
with  a  rebuff,  as  you  say  her  M.  did.  However, 
we  do  often  dine  together  at  third  places ;  and  as 
to  my  own  house,  though  he  would  be  extremely 
welcome,  he  has  too  numerous  friends  and  acquaint- 
ance already  to  spare  me  a  day,  unless  you  will 
come  to  England  and  then  he  might  be  induced  to 
meet  you  here.  Mrs  Biddy  Floyd  has  passed  thus 
far  of  the  winter  in  better  health  than  usual,  though 
her  cough  will  not  forsake  her.  She  is  much  your 
humble  servant,  and  so  is  most  sincerely  your  old 
friend,  ^  Germain, 


TO  MkS  WHITEWAY. 

•February  18,  1735.6. 
^Y  Dear  Madam, 
I  PITY  you  and  your  famlfyT  and  I  heartily  pray 
for  both :  I  pity  myself,  and  my  prayers  are  not 
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wanting :  but  I  pity  not  him.  *  I  count  already 
that  you  and  I  and  the  world  must  lose  bkn :  but 
do  not  lose  yourself.  I  was  bom  to  a  million  of 
disappointments;  I  had  set  my  heart  very  much 
upon  that  young  man;  but  I  find  he  has  no  busi- 
ness in  so  corrupt  a  world.  Therefore  pray  take 
courage  from  Christianity,  which  will  assist  you 
when  humanity  fails :  I  wish  I  were  in  his  condi- 
tion^  wUh  his  virtues.  I  am  a  little  mending,  to 
my  shame  be  it  spoken.  I  shall  also  lose  a  sort  of 
a  son  as  well  as  you ;  only  our  cases  are  different ; 
for  you  have  more,  and  it  is  your  duty  to  preserve 
yourself  ^or  them.  I  am  ever  your  most  affectionate 
and  obedient^  &;c. 

JoN.  Swift, 


FROM  THE  BISHOP  OF  KILMORE^f 

February  23,  1735.6. 

RevAbend  Sib, 
I  SEND  you  the  wholp  piece,  J  such  as  it  is:  I 
jfear  you  will  find  the  addition,  pursuant  to  your 
hint,  heavy ;  for  I  could  not  get  my  imagination 
warmed  to  the  same  degree  as  in  the  former  part. 
I  hope  you  will  supply  what  shall  be  wanting  of 


*  Theophilos  Harrison,  Esq.  a  young  gentleman  of  three-and- 
'  twenty,  who  was  then  upon  his  death.bed. — D.  S. 

f  Dr  Josiah  Hort,  afterward  Archbishop  of  Tuam.— N. 

j;  A  satire  on  Quadrille,  for  which  Mr  Faulkner  the  printer, 

fell  under  the  lash  of  go?ernment,  and  was  imprisoned.     The 

Dean  was  Tery  indignant  at  the  bishop's'  backwardness  in  not 

^iandiog  forth  to  saye  Faulkner.    Sec  his  letter  of  1 2th  May  1736. 
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spirit}   and  when  you  have  pruned   the   rough 
feathergp.  the  ands  and  thats,  &c.  you  will  i^end  th« 
Kite  to  the  Faulconer,  to  set  it  a  flying. 
I  am  your  very  faithful  BX\d 
obedient  servant^ 

May  not  I  claim  three  or  four  copies  when  printed? 


TO  MISS  HARRISON, 

Fob.  tS,  17«5.«. 
Dear  Miss  Harrison, 
I  AM  in  all  possible  concern  for  your  present 
situation :  I  heartily  wish  you  could  prevail  on  your 
mother  to  remove  immediately  to  some  friend  or 
neighbour's  house,  that  she  may  be  out  of  the  Slight 
and  hearing  of  what  must  be  done  to-day.  I  wish 
your  eldest  brother  Whiteway  would  take  care  to 
carry  her  to  some  part  of  the  town  where  she  might 
continue  until  your  house  may  be  put  in  order,  and 
every  thing  that  might  renew  the  memory  of  melau* 
choly  objects  be  removed.  Let  your  brother  White- 
way  write  to  me,  that  I  may  know  how  you  all  are, 
particularly  your  poor  mother. 

I  am  ever,  &c. 

JoN.  Swift. 
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FROM  DR  SHERIDAN. 

Deab  StB, 
I  AM  extremely  colictraed  to  find  your  old  dis- 
order has  got  hold  of  you  agaiu^  which  wofold  not 
have  happened  if  yon  had  taken  my  sdrice  to  con- 
tinue here  where  you  were  weU<  I  cannot  help 
retarting^  thtit  I  never  knew  any  person  so  unad- 
Tisable  as  you  are,  especially  when  it  comes  from 
me^  who  am  famous  fbr  gifihg  the  best  advice,  and 

following  the  worst.     Surely  Mr cannot  be 

so  unjust  as  to  let  me  be  above pounds  a  suf- 
ferer for  that  profligate  brute  he  shaked  off  upon 
me :  if  he  does  persevere  in  it,  I  will  let  all  man- 
kind know,  that  he  acts  raUier  like  a  little  rascally 
Irish  solicitor  than  a  man  of  honour.  I  have  already 
almost  finished  a  dialogue  between  Lady  Betty  Tattle 
and  John  Solemn  (if  my  money  be  not  paid,  neces- 
sity must  make  me  write  for  bread)  upon  a  subject 
they  will  not  much  like ;  which  1  vow  to  God  shall 
be  published.  As  I  do  not  wear  a  sword,  I  must 
have  recourse  to  the  weapon  in  my  hand.  It  is  a 
better  method  than  a  lawsuit.  My  school  only 
supplies  me  with  present  food,  without  which  I 
cannot  live.  I  hope,  if  I  have  any  friends  left,  it 
may  increase,  and  once  more  put  pie  out  of  a  miser- 
able dependence  upon  the  caprice  of  friendship. 
This  year  has  been  to  me  like  steering  through  the 
Cyclades  in  a  slorm  without  a  rudder  \  I  hope  to 
have  a  less  dangerous  and  more  open  sea  the  next ; 
and  as  you  are  out  of  all  danger  to  feel  the  like 
sufferings^  1  pray  God  you  may  never  feel  a  dun  to 
the  end  of  your  lifej  for  it  is  too  shocking  to  an 
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honest  heart.  It  grieves  me  much  to  hear  poor  Mr 
Harrison  is  in  such  a  dangerous  way.  I  pray  God 
preserve  him,  not  only  for  his  poor  mother's  sake, 
but  the  good  of  mankind ;  for  I  think  I  never  knew 
so  valuable  a  young  man.  I  beseech  you  to  let  me 
know,  by  the  next  post,  how  he  is.  I  fear  the  worst 
of  that  horrid  treacherous  distemper.  I  am,  dear 
Sir,  with  all  respect. 

Your  most  obedient  and 

very  humble  servant, 

Thomas  Sheridan. 

I  lost  sixty-six  pounds  by  a  rogue  who  run  off  to 
Drumcor  last  year. 


TO  MRS  WHITEWAY. 

Feb.  25,  1735.6. 
Dear  Madam, 
In  the  midst  of  your  grief  and  my  own  for  the 
same  misfortune,  I  cannot  forbear  complaining  of 
your  conduct  through  the  whole  course  of  your 
affliction,  which  made  you  not  only  neglect  your- 
self, but  the  greater  part  of  those  who  are  left, 
and,  by  the  same  law  of  nature,  have  an  equal 
title  to  your  care.  I  writ  on  Monday  to  Miss  Har- 
rison, that  she  would  beg  you,  in  my  name,  to 
remove  some  hours  to  a  neighbour,  that  your  ears 
might  not  be  harassed  with  the  preparations  for 
what  was  then  to  be  done.  She  told  me  you  would 
not  yield ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  she  much  feared 
she  must  lose  you  too.  Some  degree  of  wisdom  is 
required  in  the  greatest  calamity,  because  God  re- 
quires it;  because  he  knows  what  is  best  for  us 

10 
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because  he  never  intended  any  thing  like  perfect 
happiness  in  the  present  life;  aad,  because  it  is 
our  duty,  as  well  as  interest,  to  submit.  I  will 
make  you  another  proposal,  and  shall  take  it  very 
unkindly  if  you  do  not  comply.  It  is,  that  you 
would  come  hither  this  day  immediately,  where  you 
will  have  a  convenient  apartment,  and  leave  the 
scene  that  will  be  always  putting  you  in  mind  of 
your  loss.  Your  daughter  can  manage  the  house, 
and  sometimes  step  to  see  you.  All  care  should 
be  taken  of  you,  and  Dr  Robinson  will  visit  you 
¥rith  more  ease,  if  you  have  occasion  for  him. 
Mrs  Ridgeway  shall  attend  you,  and  I  will  be  your 
companion.  Let  Miss  Harrison  return  me  an  an- 
swer, and  things  shall  be  ready  for  you.  I  am  ever, 
with  true  esteem  and  affection,  dear  Madam, 
Your  most  obedient  servant  and  cousin, 

JoN.  Swift. 


FROM  DR  SHERIDAN. 

Feb.  29,  1735.6, 
Dear  Sir, 
I  SINCERELY  coudolc  with  you  for  the  unspeak- 
able loss  of  Mr  Harrison,  which  cannot  be  repaired 
in  any  other  of  his  age  in  this  world.  It  wounds 
my  heart  every  moment  I  recollect  him.  I  do 
verily  believe  no  man  living  has  met  with  such 
severe  trials  in  losses  of  this  kind  as  you  have ;  and 
for  this  last,  I  must  own,  that  I  have  great  com- 
passion for  you,  a?  he  was  every  day  growing  more 
and  more  into  a  friend  and  companion ;  especially 


Digitized  by 


Google 


16  ^ti^fotktiit  coaRB^t»d^0^i^dil. 

ftt  n  tim6  of  life  which  required  istich  A  Comfort; 
God  Almighty  support  hid  poor  mother;  for  none 
tUe  can  give  her  consolation  under  such  a  dreadful 
affliction. 

Poor  old  Mr  Price  CMnot  hold  out  a  fortnight ; 
*tt4  his  son  claims  your  promise  of  getting  him 
something  from  the  ConcordMum ;  if  it  overtakes 
him  alive,  it  may  be  a  legacy  for  a  worthy  sufTerlrtg 

fersoh,  who  has  fallen  a  sacrifice  to  his  principles, 
am,  dear  Sir,  with  all  respect, 

Your  most  obedient  and 

t^ry  humble  servant, 

Thomas  9tf  atcii^AW. 


FROM  MR  CARTER.* 

HenriettR  Street,  March  15,  1735.d. 
S1R5 

I  WOULD  have  waited  on  you,  when  I  sent  my 
servant  with  a  message,  but  Wa§  informed  you  did 
not  see  company. 

I .  have  no  doubt  the  printer  will  have  occa- 
sion for  a  great  many  cargoes  from  our  friend 
Mr  Jervas.  f 

i  am  very  glad  I  had  an  opportunity  of  doing 
any  thing  agreeable  to  you.     1  have  long  wish^ 


•  Mr  Cftrter  was  Masfei*  of  tte  Rolls  in  Udand.-^t).  S. 

f  A  fine  print  0/  the  Dean,  engriTcd  by  Fdurdfinief ,  from  an 
original  picture  painted  bj  Jcrras,  Which  was  afterward  pur- 
chased by  the  Eart  of  Chesterfield^  and  pkced  in  hit  el^nt 
library  at  Blay  Fair,  in  the  collection  of  English  authors.— D.  S. 


Digitized  by 


Qoogle 


£FI8T0LABT  COttBESrOKDKNCC.  17 

for  some  instance  of  assuring  you  that  I  am^  with 
great  respect, 

Your  most  obedient  and 

most  humble  servant, 

Thomas  Cabtbb« 


MSBBBBBSSBEBB 


FROM  MR  POPE. 

March  U^  1730. 

If  ever  I  write  more  epistles  in  verse,  one  of  them 
shall  be  addressed  to  you.  I  have  long  concerted 
it  and  begun  it,  but  I  would  make  iiirhat  bears  your 
name  as  finished  as  my  last  work  ought  to  be,  that 
is  to  say,  more  finished  than  any  of  the  rest.  The 
subject  is  large,  and  will  divide  into  four  epistles, 
which  naturally  follow  the  Essay  on  Man,  viz. 
I.  Of  the  Extent  and  Limits  of  Human  Reason  and 
Science  t  2.  A  View  of  the  useful  and  therefore 
attainable,  and  of  the  unuseful  and  therefore  unat- 
tainable. Arts :  3.  Qf  the  Nature,  Ends,  Applica- 
tion, and  Use  of  different  Capacities:  4.  Of  the 
Use  of  Learning,  of  the  Science  of  the  World,  and 
of  Wit.  It  will  conclude  with  a  Satire  against  the 
misapplication  of  all  these,  exemplified  by  pictures, 
characters,  and  examples. 

But  alas !  the  task  is  great,  and  non  sum  qualis 
cram!  My  understanding,  indeed,  such  as  it  is,  is 
extended  rather  than  diminished:  I  see  things 
more  in  the  whole,  more  consistent,  and  more 
clearly  deduced  from,  and  related  to  each  other. 
But  what  I  gain  on  the  side  of  philosophy,  I  lose 
on  the  side  of  poetry :  the  flowers  are  gone^  y^hmx 

VOL.  XIX.  B 
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the  fruits  begin  ta  ripen,  and  the  fruits  perhaps 
will  never  ripen  perfectly.  The  climate  (under 
our  Heaven  of  a  court)  is  but  cold  and  uncer- 
tain; the  winds  rise,  and  the  winter  comes  on. 
I  find  myself  but  little  disposed  to  build  a  new 
house;  I  have  nothing  left  but  to  gather  up  the 
relicks  of  a  wreck,  and  look  about  me  to  see  how 
few  friends  I  have  left.  Pr4y  whose  esteem  or 
admiration  should  I  desire  now  to  procure  by  my 
writing?  whose  friendship  or  conversation  to  ob- 
tain by  them  ?  I  am  a  man  of  desperate  fortunes^ 
that  isy  a  man  whose  friends  are  dead,  for  I  never 
aimed  at  any  other  fortune  than  in  friends.  As 
soon  as  I  had  sent  my  last  letter,  I  received  a 
most  kind  one  from  you,  expressing  great^  pain  for 
my  late  illness  at  Mr  Cheselden's.  I  conclude 
you  was  eased  of  that  friendly  apprehension  in  a 
few  days  after  you  had  dispatched  yours,  for  mine 
must  have  reached  you  then.  I  wondered  a  little 
at  your  tjuere  who  Cheselden  was  ?  it  shows  that 
the  truest  merit  does  not  travel  so  far  any  way  as 
on  the  wings  of  poetry ;  he  is  the  most  noted,  and 
most  deserving  man  in  the  whole  profession  of  chi- 
rargery ;  and  has  saved  the  lives  of  thousands  by  his 
manner  of  cutting  for  the  stone.  I  am  now  well,  or 
what  I  must  call  so. 

I  have  lately  seen  some  writings  of  Lord  Boling- 
broke*s,  since  he  went  to  France.  Nothing  can 
depress  his  genius:  whatever  befals  him,  he  will 
still  be  the  greatest  man  in  the  world,  either  in  his 
own  time,  or  with  posterity. 

Every  man  you  know  or  care  for  here^  inquires 

of  you,  and  pays  you  the  only  devoir  he  can,  that 

of  drinjcing  your  health.     I  wish  you  had  any  mo- 

.  tive  to  see  this  kingdom.    I  could  keep  you,  for  I 

.^  rich ;  that  is»  I  have  more  than  I  want.    I  can 
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afford  room  for  yourself  and  two  servants ;  I  have 
indeed  room  enough ;  nothing  but  myself  at  home: 
the  kind  and  hearty  housewife  is  dead ;  the  agree* 
able  and  instructive  neighbour  is  gone;  yet  my 
house  is  enlarged,  and  the  gardens  extend  and 
flourish,  as  knowing  nothing  of  the  guest  they  have 
lost.  I  have  more  fruit-trees  and  kitchen  garden 
than  you  have  any  thought  of;  nay  I  have  good 
melons  and  pine-apples  of  my  own  growth.  I  am 
as  much  a  better  gardener,  as  I  am  a  worse  poet, 
than  when  you  saw  me:  but  gardening  is  near  akin 
to  philosophy,  for  Tully  says,  agricultura  proxima 
iapienti€B.  For  God's  sake,  why  should  not  you 
(that  are  a  step  higher  than  a  philosopher,  a  divme, 
yet  have  more  grace  and  wit  than  to  be  a  bishop) 
even  give  all  you  have  to  the  poor  of  Ireland  (for 
whom  you  have  already  done  every  thing  else) 
so  quit  the  place,  and  live  and  die  with  me  ?  And 
let  tales  animw  Concordes  be  our  motto  and  our 
epitaph. 


TROM  IMl  SHERIDAN. 

March  27, 173«. 
Dbar  Sir, 
I  HAD  a  pleasure  and  grief  at  once  in  your  letter, 
to  find  you  ha^  not  forgotten  me,  and  to  find  you 
uneasy  at  a  thing  which  God  only  can  mend.  The 
dream,  which  I  had  before  the  receipt  of  yours,  was 
so  odd  and  out  of  the  way,  that  if  Artemidorus  were 
Uring,  he  would  confess  it  to  be  out  of  all  methods 
9f  iitferpretatikm;  yet  1  cannot  avoid  imparting  it 
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tp  yofl,  because  if  you  be  not  much  changed,  n© 
man  «ver  could  sift  a  matter  to  the  truth  beyond 
you.    Thus  it  was ; 

Imprimis,  I  fell  asleep  (or  I  could  not  dream) 
and  what  was  the  first  thing  I  saw,  but  honest 
Cato  in  a  cockboat  by  himself,  engaging  not  only 
a  large  fleet  of  foreigners,  but  now  and  then  obliged 
to  tack  about  against  some  dirty  shattered  floats^ 
filled  with  his  own  countrymen.  AU  were  his 
enemies,  except  a  very  few,  who  were  pressed 
a^nd  carried  on  ag^nst  their  will  by  the  arbitrary 
power  of  the  rowers.  I  would  give  a  shilling, 
as  low  as  money  is  reduced,  to  know  the  meaning 
of  it. 


DR  SHERIDAN  TO  MRS  ALBA  VIA. 

Dear  Madam, 

I  THANK  my  dear  friend  the  Dean  and  you  for 
your  kind  warning  against  a  cold,  which,  I  thank 
God,  is  not  among  us,  as  I  told  you  in  my  last. 
Whisky,  of  which  I  take  half  a  pint  in  the  twenty* 
four  hours,  with  an  agreeable  mixture  of  garlick, 
bitter  orange,  gentian-root,  snake-root,  wormwood, 
&c.  hath  preserved  me  from  the  aaJ;hma  for  three 
we(^ks  past  to  any  violent  degree.  I  am  happy 
when  my  gaspings  are  no  quicker  than  those  of  a 
very  quick  walker.     So  much  for  myself. 

Now  for  your  jewel  of  a  son.  I  never  met  with 
any  boy  of  his  age  of  such  thorough  good  sense, 
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and  so  great  a  thirst  for  improving  himself.  I  thank 
God,  he  is  as  you  and  I  could  wish.  The  Dean 
will  have  pleasure  to  exauiine  him.     Adieu. 


FROM  DR  SHERIDAN, 

April  3,  1730. 
Dear  Sir, 
I  WOULD  have  written  last  post,  but  I  had  sucl^ 
a  violent  headach,  that  I  could  no  more  think 
than  a  cabbage.  And  pow  all  the  business  I  have 
is  to  make  you  a  paper  visit,  only  to  asl^  you, 
how  you  do?  You  may  think  me  impertipent  for 
the  question;  biit  when  I  tell  you,  th^t  J  have, 
not  above  three  friends,  you  will  pot  wonder 
that  I  should  be  afraid  of  losing  one  of  them; 
and  therefore  I  must  giy^S  you  some  rules  of  re- 
gimen. 

1.  Walk  little  and  n^oderately, 

2.  Ride  slow  apd  often. 

3.  Keep  your  temper  even  with  my  friend  Mrs 
Whiteway. 

A.-  Do  not  strain  your  voice. 

5.  Fret  not  at  your  servants'  blunders. 

6   Take  a  cheerful  glass. 

7.  Study  as  little  as  possible. 

8.  Find  out  a  merry  fellow,  and  be  much  with, 
him. 

Get  these  precepts  by  heart,  and  observe  thein 
strictly ;  and,  my  life  for  yours,  we  shall  see  better 
times  in  the  next  century. 
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FROM  MRS  PENDARVES. 

Lomlon^  April  99,  1736. 

SiRj, 

I  AM  sorry  you  make  use  of  so  many  good  arga* 
ments  for  not  coming  to  Bath.  I  was  in  hopes,  you. 
might  be  prevailed  with.  And  though  one  of  my 
strongest  reasons  for  wishing  you  there,  was  the  de- 
sire I  had  of  seeing  you,  1  assure  you  the  considera- 
tion of  your  health  took  place  of  it.  I  have  heard 
since  I  received  the  favour  of  your  last  letter,  that 
you  have  been  much  out  of  order.  I  believe  we 
sjrmpathised,  for  I  was  very  ill  with  a  feverish  dis- 
order and  cough  for  a  month,  which  obliged  me  to 
defer  ansfwering  your  letter  till  I  came  to  town.  I 
left  the  Bath  last  Sunday  se'nnight,  very  full  and  gay. 
I  think  Bath  a  more  comfortable  place  to  live  in  than 
London^  all  the  entertainments  of  the  place  lie  in  a 
small  compass,  and  you  are  at  your  liberty  to  piartake 
of  them,  or  let  them  alone,  just  as  it  suits  y^our  hu- 
mour.  This  town  is  grown  to  such  an  enormous  size, 
that  above  half  the  day  must  be  spent  in  the  streets, 
going  from  one  place  to  another.  I  like  it  every  year 
less  and  less.  I  was  grieved  at  parting  with  Mrs 
Barber.  I  left  her  pretty  well.  I  had  more  plea- 
»  6ure  in  her  conversation  than  from  any  thing  I  met 
with  at  the  Bath.  My  sister  has  found  the  good 
effect  of  your  kind  wishes.  She  is  very  much  reco* 
vered,  and  in  town  with  me  at  present  ^  but  leaves 
me  in  a  fortnight  to  go  to  my  mother. 

When  I  went  out  of  town  last  autumn,  the  reign- 
ing madness  was  Farinelli:*   I  find  it  now  turned 

*  A  celebrated  Italian  sioger. 
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on  *'  Pasquin/'  a  dramatic  satire  on  the  times.  *  It 
has  had  almost  as  long  a  nm  as  the  Beggar's  Opera; 
but)  iamy  opinion,  not  with  ec^ual  merit,  though  it 
has  himioor.  Monstrous  preparations  are  making: 
for  the  royal  weeding,  t  Pearl,  gold  and  silyer, 
embroidered  on  gold  and  silver  tissues.  I  am  too 
poor  a«d  too  dfdJtitD  make  one  amqnj;  the  fine  mul- 
titude. The  newspapers  say,  my  Lord  Carteret's 
yonQgest  dw^hter.  is  to  h»ve  th^  Duke  of  Bedford;  | 
I  hear  nothing  of  |it  from:  the  family;  but  think  it 
not  unlikely.  The  Duke  of  Marlborough  and  his 
grandmother  are  upon  bad  terms.  The  Duke  of 
Bedford,  who  has  also  IBeen  ill  treated  by  jier,  has 
offered  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  to  supply  him 
with  ten  thousand  pounds 'iuyear,  if  he  wiU  go  to 
law  and  torment  the  old  dowager.  The  Di^e  of 
Chandos't  nrand^e  has  made  a  great  noise ;  and  the 
poor  duchess  is  often  Ta[>roached  ,;veith  her  being 
bred  up  iigi  Bur  Street,  Wapping.  § 

..Mrs  Diouiiellaii,  I  am  afraid,  is  so  well  treated  in 
Ireland,  that  I  must  despair  of  seeing  her  here :  and 
how  or  whan  I  sh^  be  able  to  come  to  her,  I  cannot 


*  This  was  written  bj  Henry  Fielding,  Esq. ;  and  was  a  re« 
liearsal  of  a  comedy  and  a  tragedy ;  the  comedy  was  called  ^^  Thp 
Eleetioii,*'  >nd  the  tragedy,  <<  The  Life  and  Death  of  Qneen 
Comm(m  Senses"  This  and  some  other  dramatic  satires,  iigt 
the  same  avUior,  leTeUed  against  the  adminlstratioa  of  ^  late 
Lord  Orford,  produced  afn  act  of  parliament  for  licensing  the 
stage,  and  limiting  the  n  amber  of  playhouses,  which  was  pasted 

1737.— H. 

f  Of  ¥ndedc\,  Prince  of  Wales.-^H. 

%  His  grace  married  iS^9  6ower^  daugbter  of  theLordGower 
by  bis  first  wife,  ou^the  Ist  of  April  1737.— H. 

§  8he  Was  Lady  S^t^  widow  of  Sir  Thomas  DaTal,  and  had 
a  fortune  of  40,000l.— H. 
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yet  determine,    t^e  is  so  good  to  me  in  her  lettere, 
as  always  to  mention  you,  '  \   . 

I  hope  I  shall  hear  from  you  soon  :  you  o\^e  me 
that  pleasure,  for  the  concern  I  was  under  when  I 
heard  you  were  ill.  I  am.  Sir,  your  faithful  aiid 
obliged  humble  servant, 

'M .  PendakteS.     . 

I  beg  my  compliments  to  all  friends  that  remertiber 
me,  but  particularly  to  Dr  Delany, 


TO  MR  PQPE. 


V  Dublin,  Aprils^,  irSfl* 

'  Mv  common 'illness  is  of  |that  kind  which  utterly 
disqualifies  me  i6v  aU  conversation;  I  mean  my 
deafness;  and  indeed  it  is  that  only  which  discou- 
rages me  froth  all  thoughts  of  going  to  En^aiid ; 
because  I  am  never  sure  that  it  may  not  return  in  a 
week.  If  it  were  a  good  honest  gout,  I  could  catch 
an  interval  to  take  a  voyage,  and  in  a  warm  lodging 
get  an  easy  chair,  and  be  able  to  hear  and  roar 
among  my  friends. 

As  to  what  you  say  of  your  letters,  since  you  have 
many  years  of  life  more  than  I,  my  resolution  is  to 
direct  my  executors  to  send  you  all  your  letters, 
w^U  sealed  and  packetted,  along  with  some  legacies 
mentioned  in  my  will,  and  leave  them  entirely  to 
your  disposal :  those  things  are  all  tied  up,  endorsed 
and  locked  in  a  cabinet,  and  I  have  not  one  servant 
who  can  properly  be  said  to  write  or  read:  no  mor- 
tal shall  copy  them,  but  you  shall  surely  have  them^ 
when  I  am  no  more. 
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I  have  a  little- repined  at  my  bdng  hitherto  slip- 
ped by  ydu  in*  yonr  epistles ;  not  from  any  other 
ambition  than  the  title  of  a  fH^nd,  and  in  that  sense 
I  expect  yoVL  shall  p^^rnh  yonr  promise,'  if  your 
health,  and  leisure,  and  inclination  will  permit.     I 
deny  your  losing  on  the  side  of  poetry,  I  could  ■ 
reason  against  you  a  little  from  experience ;  you 
are,  and  wilt  be  some  years-  to  come,  at  the  age 
when  invention  still  keeps  Us  ground,  and  judgment 
is  at  full  maturity ;  but  your  subjects  are  much  more 
difficult  when  confined  to  verse.     I  am  amazed  to 
see  you  exhaust  the  whole  science  of  morality  in  so 
masterly  a  manner.     Sir  W.  Temple  said,  that  the 
loss  of  friends  was  a  tax  upon  long  life :  it  need  not 
be  very  long,  since  you  have  had  so  great  a  share ; 
but  I  have  not  above  one-left :  and  in  this-  country 
I  have  only  a  few  general  companions  of  good  na- 
ture, and  middling  understandings.     How  should 
I  know  Cheselden?  On  your  side,  men  of  fame  start 
up  and  die  before  we  here  (at  least  I)  know  any 
thing  of  the  matter,     I  am  a  little  comforted  with 
what  you  say  of  Lord  Bolingbroke's  genius  still 
keeping   up,  and  preparing  to  appear  by  effects 
worthy  of  the  author,  and  useful  to  the  world.— 
Common  reports  have  made  me  very  uneasy  about 
your  neighbour  Mr  Pulteney.     It  is  affirmed  that  he 
hath  been  very  near  death :  I  love  him  for  being  a 
patriot  in  most  corrupted  times,  and  highly  esteem 
his  excellent  understanding.     Nothing  but  the  per- 
verse nature  of  my  disorders,  as  I  have  above  de- 
scribed them,  and  which  are  absolute  disqualifica- 
tions for  converse,  could  hinder  me  from  waiting  on 
you  at  Twittenham,  and  nursing  you  to  Paris.     In. 
short  my  ailments  amount  to  a  prohibition;  although 
I  am  as  you  describe  yourself,  what  /  must  call  well; 
yet  I  have  not  spirits  left  to  ride  out,  which  (except- 
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jug  waUuBg)  w»  my  only  diyersion.  And  I  amst 
expect  to  decline  every  month,  like  one  who  lives, 
npon  his  principal  sum  which, must  lessen  every 
day:  and  mdeed  I  am  likewise  literally  almost  m 
the  same  case,  while  every  body  owes  me,  aad  no- 
body pays  me.  Instead  of  a  young  race  of  patriots 
on  your  side,  which  gives  me  some  gHmpse  of  joy, 
here  we  have  the  direct  contrary ;  a  race  of  young 
dunces  and  atheists,  or  old  villains  and  mcmsters, 
whereof  four-fifths  are  more  wicked  and  stupid  th»n 
Chartres.  Your  wants  are  so  few,  tbs^  you  need 
not  be  rich  to  supply  them;  and  my  wants  are  so 
many,  that  a  king's  seven  million^  ai  guineas  would 
not  support  me« 


TO  DR  SHERIDAN.  * 

April  54,  17S(J. 

I  HAVE  been  very  ill  for  these  two  months  past 
with  giddiness  ana  deafness,  which  lasted  me  till 
about  ten  days  ago,  when  I  gradually  recovered, 
but  still  am  weak  and .  indolent,  not  thinking  any 
thing  worth  my  thoughts ;  and  although  (1  forget 
what  I  am  going  to  say,  ^  it  serves  for  nothing)  I 
am  well  enough  to  riae,  yet  I  will  not  be  at  the 
pains.  Your  friend  Mrs  Whiteway,  who  is  upon 
all  occasions  so  zealous  to  vindicate,  is  one  whom  I 
desire  you  to  chide ;  for  daring  my  whole  sickness, 
she  was  perpetually  plaguing  and  sponging  on  me ; 


•  Tbe  pafagiapht  in  Italks  were  written  by  Mrs  Wbiio- 
waj.— H. 
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and  though  she  would  drink  no  wine  herself,  yet  she 
mcreased  the  expence  by  making  me  force  it  down 
her  throat.  Some  of  your  eight  rules  I  follow,  some 
I  reject,  some  I  cannot  compass,  I  mean  merry  fel- 
lows. Mr  J.  R never  fails;  1  did  within  two  days 

past  ring  him  such  a  peal  in  i^elafion  to  you,  that  he 
must  be  the  d — ^1  not  to  consider  it ;  1  will  use  him 
the  same  way  if  he  comes  to-morrow  (which  I  do 
not  doubt)  for  a  pint  of  wine.  I  like  your  project 
of  a  satire  on  Fairbrother,  who  is  an  errant  rascal  in 
every  circumstance. 

Every  syllable  that  is  worth  reading  in  this  letter^ 
you  are  io  suppose  I  writ ;  the  Dean  only  took  the 
hints  from  me,  but  he  ha^  put  them  so  ill  together, 
that  I  am  forced  to  tell  you  this  in  my  ownjustifi* 
cation.  Had  you  been  worth  hangings  you  would 
come  to  town  this  vacation^  an/i  I  would  have  shewn 
you  a  poem  on  the  Legion  Club.  /  do  not  doubt 
out  that  a  certain  person  will  pretend  he  writ  it^  be-' 
cause  there  is  a  copy  of  it  in  hand^  ^yi^g  on  his  ta^ 
hie ;  but  do  hot  mind  that^Jor  there  are  some  people 
in  the  world  will  say  any  thing.  I  wish  you  could 
give  some  account  of  poor  Dr  Sheridan ;  /  hear  the 
reason  he  did  not  come  to  town  this  E^ter  is^  that 
he  waited  to  see  a  neighbour  of  his  hanged. 

Whatever  is  said  in  this  page  by  Goody  White- 
way,  I  have  not  read,  nor  will  read :  but  assure  you, 
if  it  relates  to  me  it  is  all  a  He  •,  for  she  says  you  have 
taught  her  that  art,  and  as  the  world  goes,  and  she 
takes  you  for  a  wise  man,  she  ought  to  follow  your 
practice.  To  be  serious,  I  am  sorry  you  said  so  lit- 
tle of  your  own  affairs,  and  of  your  health ;  and 
when  will  you  pay  me  any  money  ?  for  upon  my 
conscience  you  have  half  starved  me. 

The  plover  eggs  were  admirable,  and  the  worsted 
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for  the  Dearths  stockings  so  Jine^  that  not  one  knitter 
here  can  knit  them. 

We  iieither  of  us  know  what  the  other  hath  writ ; 
so  one  answer  will  serve,  if  you  write  to  us  both, 
provided  you  justly  give  us  both  our  share,  aad  each 
of  us  will  read  our  own  part  Pray  tell  us  how  you 
breathe,  and  whether  that  disorder  be  better. 

If  the  Dean  should  give  you  any  hint  about  mo^ 
nejfy  you  need  not  mind  Aiwl,  for  to  my  knowledge 
he  borrowed  twenty  pounds  a  month  ago,  to  keep 
himself  alive. 

I  aixi  sorry  to  tell  you,  that  poor  Mrs  White  way 
is  to  be  hanged  on  Tuesday  next  for  stealing  a  piece 
of  Indian  silk  out  of  Bradi^haw's  shop,  and  did  not 
set  th^  ho^se  on  fir^,  as  I  advised  her.  I  have  writ 
a  very  masterly  poem  on  the  Legion  Club ;  which, 
ijf  the  printer  should  be  condemned  to  be .  hanged 
for  it,  you  will  see  in  a  threepenny  book ;  for  it  is 
240  lines.  Mrs  Whiteway  is  to  have  half  the  pro- 
fit and  half  the  hanging,  > 

The  Drapier  went  thi^  day  to  the  Tholsel  as  a 
m^rchant^  to  sign  a  -petition  to  the  .government 
against  lowering  the  g^id^  where  we  hear  he  made 
a  long  speech^  for  which  he  will  be  reckoned  a  jaco--. 
bite.  God  send  hanging  does  not  go  round. 
Yours,  See. 


TO  BISHOP  HORT. 

May  12,  173«. 
My  liORD, 
I  HAVE  two  or  three  times  begun  a  letter  to  youft 
lordship,  and  as  often  laid  it  aside ;  until,  by  the 
unasked  advice  of  some  friends  of  yours,  and  of  all 
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iny  own,  I  resolved  *ial  last  to  tell  you  my  thoughts 
upon  the  affair  of  the  poor  printer  who  suffered  so 
much  upon  your  lordship's  account,  confined  to  a 
dungeon  among  common  thieves,  and  others  with 
infectious  diseases,  to  the  hazard  of  his  life ;  besid^ 
the  expence  of  above  twenty-five  pounds,  and  be- 
side the  ignominy  to  be  sent  to  Newgate  like  a  com* 
mon  malefactor. 

His  misfortunes  do  also  very  highly  and  person- 
ally concern  me.   For,  your  lordship  declaring  your 
desire  to  have  that  paper  looked  for,  he  did  at  my 
request  search  his  shop,  and  unfortunately  found  it; 
and,  although  he  had  absolutely  refused  before  to 
print  it,  because  my  name  as  the  author  was  fixed 
to  it ;  which  was  very  legible,  notwithstanding  there 
was  a  scratch  through  the  words  -,  yet,  at  my  desire, 
he  ventured  to  print  it     Neither  did  Faulkner  ever 
name  you  as  the  author,  although  you  sent  the  paper 
by  a  clergyman,  one  of  your  clependents :  but  your 
friends  were  the  only  persons  who  gave  out  the  re- 
port of  its  having  been  your  performance.     I  read 
your  lordship's  letter  written  to  the  printer,  wherein 
you  argu^  ^^  That  he  is,  in  these  dealings,  the  ad- 
venturer, and  must  run  the  hazard  of  gain  or  lofes." 
Indeed,  my  lord,  the  case  is  othervusbe.     He  selb 
such  papers  to  the  running  boys  for  farthings  a- 
piece :  and  is  a  gainer,  by  each,  less  than  half  a 
farthing ;  and  it  is  seldom  he  sells  above  a  hundred, 
unless  they  be  of  such  as  only  spread  by  giving  of- 
fence, and  consequently  endanger  the  printer  both 
in  loss  of  money  and  liberty,  as  was  the  case  of  that 
very  paper :  which,  although  it  be  written  with  spi- 
rit and  humour,  yet,  if  it  had  not  effected  Bettes- 
worth,  would  scarce  have  cleared  above  a  shilling 
to  Faulkner ;  neither  would  he  have  done  it  at  all 
but  at  my  urgency,  which  was  the  effect  of  your 
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lordship's  commands  to  me.  But,  as  jrour  lordship 
has  siQce  been  universally  known  for  the  author, 
although  never  named  by  Faulkner  or  me ;  so  it  is 
as  generally  known  that  you  never  gave  him  the 
least  consideration,  for  his  losses,  disgraces,  and 
dangers  of  his  life.  I  have  heard  this,  and  more, 
from  every  person  of  my  acquaintance  whom  I  sec 
at  home  or  abroad :  and  particularly  from  one  per- 
son too  high  to  name,*  who  told  me  all  the  particu- 
lars :  and  I  heartily  wished,,  upon  your  account, 
that  I  could  have  assured  him  that  the  poor  man 
had  received  the  least  mark  of  your  Justice,  or,  if 
you  please  to  call  it  so,  your  generosity :  which  I 
would  gladly  infori^  that  great  person  of  before  he 
leave  us. 

Now,  my  lord,  as  God,  assisting  your  own  good 
management  of  a  very  ample  fortune,  has  made  you 
extremely  rich:  I  may  venture  to  say,  that  the 
printer  has  a  demand,  in  all  conscience,  justice,  and 
honour,  to  be  fully  rrfunded,  both  for  his  disgraces, 
his  losses,  ^nd  the  apparent  ckmger  of  his  life ;  and 
that  my  opinion  ought  to  be  of  some  weight,  be- 
cause I  was  an  innocent  instrument,  dr.^vwn  in  by 
your  lordship,  against  Faulkner's  will,  to  be  an  oc- 
casion of  his  sufferings.  And  if  you  shall  please  to 
recompense  him  in  the  manner  that  all  people^  hope 
or  desire,  it  will  be  no  more  in  your  purse  than  a 
drop  in  the  bucket :  and  as  soon  as  I  shall  be  in- 
formed of  it,  I  shall  immediately  write  to  that  very 
gpreat  person,  in  such  a  manner  as  will  be  most  to 
the  advantage  of  your  character ;  for  which,  I  am 
sure,  he  will  rejoice,  and  so  will  all  your  friends; 


•  The  Duke  of  Dorset  probablju 
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or,  if  you  )u^e  any  enemies,  they  will  bespat  to  sU 
lelice« 

Your  lordship  has  too  good  an  understandii^  \o 
imagine  that  my  principal  regard  in  this  affair  is 
not  to  your  reputation,  although  it  be  likewise  min- 
gled with  pity  to  the  innocent  sufferer.  And  I  hope 
you  will  considef,  that  this  case  is  not  among  those 
where  it  is  a  mark  of  magnanimity  to  despise  the 
censure  of  the  world ;  because  all  good  men  will 
differ  from  you,  and  impute  your  conduct  only  to  a 
sparing  temper,  upon  an  occasion  where  common 
justice  and  humanity  required  a  direct  contrary  pro- 
ceeding. 

I  conclude  with  assuring  your  lordship  again, 
that  what  I  have  written  was  chiefly  for  your  lord- 
ship's credit  and  service :  because  I  am,  with  great 
truths 

Your  Lordship's  most^  &c. 

Jon.  Swift. 


FROM  DR  SHERIDAN  TO  DR  SWIFT 
AND  MRS  WHITEWAY. 

May  1%  179S. 
Dear  Sia, 
I  SEND  you  an  encomium  upon  Fowlbrolher  en- 
closed, which  I  hope  you  will  correct;  and  if  the 
world  should  charge  me  with  flattery,  you  will  be 
«D  good  as  to  explain  the  obligations  I  lie  under  to 
that  great  and  good  bookseller. 

Madam^ 
How  the  plague  can  you  expect  that  I  should  aur 
swer  two{>ersons  at  once,  except  you  should  think 
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I  had  two  heads?  but  this  is  not  the  only  giddmess 
you  have  been  guilty  of.  However  I  shall  not  let 
the  Dean  know  it. 

Sir, 
I  wonder  you  would  trust  Mfs  Whiteway  to  write 
any  thing  in  ypur  letter.  You  have  been  always  too 
generous  in  your  confidence.  Never  was  any  g«i- 
tleman  so  betrayed  and  abused.  She  said  more  of 
ypu  than  I  dare  commit  to  this  paper. 

Madam, 

I  have  let  the  Dean  know  all  the  kind  things  yon 
said  of  him  to  me,  and  that  he  has  not  such  a  true 
friend  in  the  world.     I  hope  you  will  make*  him  be 
lieve  the  same  of  me. 

Sir, 
I  wish  you  would  banish  her  your  house,  and  take 
my  wife  in  your  stead,  who  loves  you  dearly,  and 
would  take  all  proper  care,  if  any  siclqness  should 
seize  you.  She  would  as  infallibly  take  as  much 
care  of  you  as  ever  she  did  of  me ;  and  you  know 
her  to  be  a  good-natured,  cheerful,  agreeable  com« 
panion,  and  a  very  handy  woman;  whereas  Mni 
Whiteway  is  a  morose,  disagreeable  prater,  and  the 
most  awkward  devil  about  a  sick  person^  and  very 
ill-natuied  into  the  bargain. 

Madam, 
I  believe  it  will  not  require  any  protestations  m 
convince  you,  that  you  have  not  a  more  sincere 
friend  upon  the  earth  than  I  am.  The  Dean  con- 
fesses that  he  had  some  little  dislikings  to  you  (I 
fancy  he  hears  some  whispers  against  you)  but  I 
believe  his  share  of  this  letter  will  set  all  mattecs 
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right.  I  knpw  he  has  \(^o  much, honour  to  read  your 
part  of  it ;  and  therefore  I  may  venture  to  speak  my 
mind  freely  conceri^ting  him.  Pray,  between  our- 
selves,..!? he  ^ot  gpown,  very  positive  of  late  ?  Jle 
used  for^i^rly  to  Hst^^  4x^>his  frierids'  advice,  but 
BQw  ^e  may  as  well  talk  tp,a  sea  storm.  I  could 
say»more,  oijy  I  fear  this  letter  npay  miscarry. 

Sin,         .      *  ' 

I  beg  that  impertinent  woman,  who  has  unac- 
countably got  your  ear,  may  not  interrupt  you, 
while  you  read  the  encomium^  and  while  vou  give 
it  a  touch  of  your  brush ;  for  I  fear  the  colours  are 
not  strong  enouglv  <  Qannot  you  draw  another  pic- 
ture of  him  ?  I  wisti  you  would ;  for  he  is  a  subject 
fit  for  the  finest  band.  What  a  glorious  thing  it 
would  be  to  make  him  hang  himself! 

As  to  business,  I  have  nothing  to  say  about  mo- 
ney yet  a  while;  but  bjr  the  next  post  ybii  shall 
have  two  scholars  notes,  whidh  will  ambunt  to  about 
fourteen  or  fifteen  pounds  i  and  if  Mr  — —  can 
force  hini^ielf  to  do  me  justice,  it  \Vill  put  about  twen- 
ty-five pounds  iii  your  pockeft.  But  then  youmust 
remark,  that  you  will  p^t  twenty  of  it  out  again, 

and  send  it  to  Mrs !     I  have  nobody  after  that 

to  gather  for  but  you ;  *  and  if  money  comes  in  as  I 
expect,  yoii  may  borrow  frbm.  Sir,  yours.  My  te- 
nants are  as  poor  as  Job,  and  as  wicked  as  his  wife, 
or  the  ddgs:  would  have  given  me  sortie  money  be- 
fore this.  Mr  Jones  swears  he  ^ill  not  pay  you  the 
bond  which  I  gave  you,  except  ydii  come  down  to 
receive  it ;  for  he  thinks  it  but  reasonable  that  you 
should  honour  Belturbet.as  well  as  Cavan.  Mr 
Coote  would  give  three  of  his  eyes  to  see  you  at 
Coofchill.  All  the  country  long  for  you.  My  green 
geese,  &6.  are  grown  too  fat.    I  have  twejRty  laipbfj 

VOL.  XIX,  c 
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upon  honour,  as  plump  as  puffins,  and  as  delicate 
as  ortolans.  I  ate  one  of  them  yesterday.  A  bull, 
a  biill*:  hoh,  I  cry  mercy.  As  I  return  from  the 
county  of  Galway  next  vacation,  I  intend  to  make 
Dublin  my  way,  in  order  to  conduct  you  hither. 
Our  country  is  now  in  high  beauty,  and  every  inch 
of  it  walkable.  I  wish  you  all  happiness  till  I  see 
you ;  and  remain,  with  all  respect. 

Your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

Thomas  Sheridan. 


TO  DR  SHERIDAN. 

Dablin,  May  15, 173(5. 

Mrs  Whiteway  and  I  were  fretting,  raging, 
storming,  and  fuming,  that  you  had  not  sent  a  let- 
ter since  you  got  to  your  Caban  (for  the  V  conso- 
nant was  anciently  a  B)  I  mean  Cavan:  but  how- 
ever^  we  mingled  pity ;  for  we  feared  you  had  run 
away  from  school,  and  left  the  key  under  the  door. 
We  were  much  disappointed^  that  the  spring  and 
beginning  of  summer  had  not  introduced  the  muses, 
and  that  your  now  walkable  roads  had  not  roused 
your  spirits.  We  are  here  the  happiest  people  in 
the  universe ;  we  have  a  year  and  a  half  before  the 
club  will  meet  to  be  revenged  farther  on  the  cler- 
gy,* who  never  offended  them;  and  in  £nglaii4 
their  parliament  are  following  our  steps,  only  with 
two  or  three  steps  for  our  one.     It  ts  well  you  have 


*  The  parliament  of  Ireland,  whose  bills  for  es^ablishtng  a 
modus  of  the  tithe  upon  hemp,  excited  Swift's  indigiuition>  wmck 
he  Tented  both  in  prose  and  Terse. 
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dMe  with  the  church,  bat  pfay  take  care  to  get 
HMney,  else  in  a  year  or  two  more  they  will  forbid 
all  Greek  and  Latin  schools,  as  popish  and  jacobite. 
I  took  leave  of  the  dnke  and  duchess  to^y.  He 
has  prevMled  on  ns  to  make  a  promise  to  bestow 
npon  England  iS^OOOi.  a  year  for  ever,  by  lowermg 
the  gold  coiui  agaiMt  the  petition  of  all  the  mer- 
chants^  shopkeepers,  ^c.  to  a  man.  May  his  own 
estate  be  lowered  the  other  forty  parts,  for  we  now 
lose  by  all  gold  two  and  a  half  per  cent.  He  will 
be  a  better  (that  is  to  say  a  worse)  man  by  60,000L 
than  he  was  when  he  came  over;  and  the  nation 
better  (that  is  to  say  worse)  by  above  half  a  million  ; 
beside  the  worthy  method  he  hath  taken  in  disposal 
of  employments  in  church  and  state.  Here  b  a 
curbed  l^ng  lib^  running  about  in  manuscript  on 
the  Legion  Club;  it  is  in  verse,  and  the  foolish 
town  imputes  it  to  me.  There  were  not  above  thir* 
teen  abused  (as  it  is  said)  in  the  original ;  but  others 
have  added  more,  which  I  never  saw;  though  I 
have  once  read  the  true  one.  What  has  Fowlbro- 
ther  done  to  provoke  you  ?  I  either  never  heard» 
or  have  forgot  3rour  provocations ;  but  he  w^  a  fel- 
low I  have  never  been  able  to  endure.  If  it  can  be 
done,  I  will  have  it  printed ;  and  the  title  shall  be, 
"  Upon  a  certain  bo<^seIler  (or  printer)  in  Utopia^" 
Mrs  ^P^iteway  will  be  here  to-morrow,  and  she  will 
answer  your  sincere,  open-hearted  letter  very  par- 
ticularly: for  which  I  will  now  leave  room.  So 
aifieujfor  one  night. 

*  *^  Sir,  i  am  most  sincerely  obliged  to  you  for 
all  the  civil  things  you  have  said  to  me,  and  of  me 


•  Mrs  Wkttewsj  here  iMgiM.-*^.  ' 


I 


Digitized  by 


Google 


36  RlPISirOI.ARY  CO»ES^ONl>ENCB. 

to  the  Dean*  I  found  the  good  effects  of  them  this 
day ;  when  I  waited  on  him>  he  received  tne  ^i%h 
great  good  humour,  said  something  had  happened 
sihce  he  saw  me  last,  that  had'  Convinced'him  of 
my  merit;  that  he  was  sorry  h^  had  treated  me 
i^ith  so  little  distraction,  and  that  hereafter  1  shottlji 
not  be  put  upon  the  foot  of  ahtfiumble  cotiipaifiidn, 
but  treated  like  a  lady  of  wit  and  leat*nirig,  and  fer- 
tune;  that  if  he  could  prevail  on  Dr  Sheritiin  to 
part  with  his  wife,  he  would  make  her  hts  ftleftd,- 
his  Yiurse,  and  the  manager  of  his  family.  I  Ap- 
proved entirely  of  his  choice,  ^n^l  at  the  san^thtaie 
expressed  wy  fe^rs,  that  it  would  be  impossibly ^r 
you  to  think  of  living  without  hei^;  this  is  all  thkt 
sticks  with  me.' •  But  confefideri¥i'g  thipi  fri^dShip 
you  express  to  iiie  for  thfe^Dfeafti  f  hope  ^rcKi^x^ni 
be  persuaded  to  consider  his  gbod' rattier  thab  ydur 
own;  and  send  her  u^  immedia^ly ;  or  el^e' tt  will 
put  him  to  the  expence  0f  giving  threie  Shillings 
and  four'pence  for  a  wife;  'atld  he  declares'that  the 
badness  of  pay  of  his  tithed,  sincie  the  resoltitiohs 
of  the  parliament  of  Ireland,  piuts  thife^  otat  of  his 
power.''  "     .  '^Y'"'  *'    ''•'■' 

I  could  not  guess  why  you  we?fe  s&^iihgry  al  Fd^^l* 
brother;  till  Mrs  Whiteway,  Who  yoh  firid^fe'tJ^w 
with  me,  said  it  was  for  publisJiJng  som^*' Works 'of 
yours  and  mine  like  a  rogue :  which  is  so  ustoPib 
their  trade,  that  I  now  am  weary  ^  of  bein^JWiig;^ 
with  it:  I  go  on,  to  desire  that'!^r^  'Ddw^liAibtt^*' 
will  let  me  know  what  I  owe  her,  not  in  justice  but 
geti^rosity.  If  you  could  find^in^  anh  viitftiials,  I 
cduld  be  glad  to  fiass  s<Hne  paM'bf  the  yutnttw»?4^ilii 


*  An  iaiikeeper  at  Cacv&i..— D.  S. 
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you,  if  heallb  would  permit  ine  j  for  I  have  som« 
club  enemies,  that  would  be  gla4  to  ?boot  me,  aijd 
I  do, not  lov^  tq  be  i^hot:  it  is  a. death  I  havp  a 
{tariienlar  aversion  to^  But  I  shall  henceforth  walk 
lii^itb  servants  well  ordered,  and  have  ordered  them 
to  kiU  my  killers ;  however  I  wouldi  have  them  be 
the  beginners.  I  will  do  what  I  cai>  with  Mr  Rich* 
ard&onv  who  (money  excepted)  is  a  very.honest  man* 
How  if  your  breathing  ?  As  to  myselif,  my  life  au4 
health  are  not  woi-th  a  groat.  How  shall  we  get 
wine  to  your  cabin?  I  can  spare  some;  and  am 
preparing  diaculum  to  save  my  skin  as  far  as  Ca- 
van ;  and  even  to  Belturbet.  *",  Pray  God  preserve 
you  ! 

I  am,  &c* 

Jon.  Swift. 


TO  MR  BENJAMIN  MOTTE. 

Dublin,  May  25,  173s. 

Sir, 
I  LATELY  received  a  long  letter  frorp  Mr  Faulk- 
ner, grievously  coippl^ining  upon  several  articles  of 
the  ill  treatment  he  liath  met  with  from  you,t  ^^d 
of  the  many  advantageous  offers  he  hath  made  you, 
S/rith  none  of  whi<;b  ypu  thought  fit  to  comply.  I 
am  not  qualified  to  jodge  in  the  fact,  having  heard 
bat  one  side ;  <mky  o|ie  thing  I  know,  t^iat  the  cruel 


♦  Mr  Richardson's  rectory* — F.  '  ' 

'\  Motte  filed  a  bill  in  Chancery  in*  England,  against  Faulkner, 
fe?  printihg  SttlftU'UVsoriwS^  to  stop  thje  Bale  oiiten  there,  wkkh 
loade  the  Author  write  4^  Jt^ttfer,-^F«  , 
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oppressions  of  this  kingdom  by  England  are  not  to 
be  borne.  Yon  send  what  books  you  please  hither^ 
and  the  booksellers  here  can  send  nothing  to  you 
that  is  written  here.  As  this  is  absolute  oppression^ 
if  I  were  a  bookseller  in  this  town,  I  would  use  aU 
the  safe  ipeans  to  reprint  London  books,  and  rim 
them  to  any  town  in  England,  that  I  could,  because 
whoever  offends  not  the  laws  of  God,  or  the  country 
he  lives  in,  commits  no  sin.  It  was  the-  fitnlt  of 
yt)u  and  other  bookspllers .  who  printed  any  thing 
supposed  to  be  mine,  that  you  did  not  agree  with 
each  other  to  print  them  together,  if  you  thought 
they  would  sell  to  any  advantage.  I  believe  I  told 
you  long  ago,  that  Mr  Faulkner  camp  to  me,  and 
told  me  his  intention  to  print  every  thing  that  my 
friends  told  him  they  thought  to  be  mine,  and  that 
I  was  discontented  at  it ,  but  when  he  urged,  that 
some  othei*  bookseller  would  do  it,  and  that  hot 
would  take  the  advice  of  my  friends,  and  leave  out 
what  I  plesaed  to  order  him,  I  said  no  more,  but 
that  I  was  sorry  it  should  be  done  here.  ■  But  I  am 
so  incensed  against  the  oppressions  frpm  England, 
and  have  so  little  regard  to  the  laws  they  make,  that 
I  do,  as  a  clergyman,  encourage  the  merchants  both 
to  export  wool  and  woollen  manufactures  to  any 
country  in  Europe,  or  anywhere  else ;  and  conceal 
it  froni  the  customhouse*  oflScers,  as  I  would  hide 
my  purse  from  a  highwayman,  if  he  came  to  rob 
me  on  the  road,  although  England  hath  made  a 
kw  to  the  contrary :  and  so  I  woukl  encourage  war 
booksellers  here  to  sell  your  authors  books  printed 
here,^  and  send  them  to  all  the  towns  in  England^ 
if  I  could  do  it  with  safety  and  profit  -,  because  (I 
repeat  it)  it  is  no  offence  against  God^  or  the  laws 
of  the  country  I  live  in.  Mr  Faulkner  hath  de^t 
so  fairly  with  me,  that  I  hi^re  a  great  opinion  of 
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his  honesty,  althoagh  I  neyer  dealt  with  him  as  a 
printer  or  a  bookseller ;  but  since  my  friends  told 
me,  those  things,  called  mine,  would  certainly  be 
printed  by  some  hedge  bookseller,  I  was  forced  to 
be  passive  in  the  matter.  I  have  some  things  which 
I  shall  leave  my  executors  to  publish  after  my  decease, 
and  have  directed  that  they  shall  be  printed  in  Lon- 
don. For,  except  small  papers,  and  some  treatises 
writ  for  the  use  of  this  kingdom,  I  always  had  those 
(^  any  importance  published  in  London,  as  you  well 
kqipw.  For  my  own  part,  although  I  have  no  power 
any  where,  I  will  do  the  best  offices  I  can  to  coun« 
tenance  Mr  Faulkner.  For,  although  I  was  not  at 
all  pleased  to  have  that  collection  priated  here,  yet 
none  of  my  friends  advised  me  to  be  angry  with 
him  ;  although,  if  they  had  been  printed  in  London 
by  you  and  your  partners,  perhaps  J,  might  have 
pretended  to  some  little  profit.  Whoever  may  have 
the  hazard  or  advantage  of  what  I  sh^l  leave  to  be 
printed  in  London  after  my  decease,  I  will  leave 
no  other  copies  of  them  here ;  but,  if  Mr  Faulkner 
should  get  the  first  printed  copy,  and  reprint  it 
here,  and  send  his  cppi^es  to  England,  I  think  he 
would  do  as  right  as  you  London  oooksellers,  who 
load  us  with  yours.  If  I  live  but  a  few  years,  I 
believe  I  shall  publish  some  things  that  |  think  are 
important;  but  they  shall  be  printed  in  London^ 
although  Mr  Faulkner  were  my  brother.  I  have 
been  very  tedious  in  telling  you  my  thoughts  on  thi9 
matter^  and  so  I  remain,  Sir, 

Your  most  humble  servant, 

Jon.  Swif  T. 
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FROM  MR  FORp.      '       , 

London^  J*une  3,  1736. 

Dear  Sir,  . 

Though  you  have  left  off  corresponding  Avith  me 
ihehe  two  years  and  a  half,  I  cannot  leav^  you  off 
yet ;  and  I  think  thjs  is  the  si:&th  letter  I  have  sent 
you,  since  I  have  hfear^  one  word  of  yoit  from  your 
owii  hand.  %l^y  Lord  Oxford  told  ni0  last  winter 
thai  he  had  heard  from. you,  and  you  were  then 
Well.  Mr  Caesar  V6ry  lately  told  me  the  same.'  It 
h  always  the  most  welcome  news  that  can  come 
ifo  me :  but  it  would  be  aj' great  addition  to  my 
ffleasilre  to  have  it  from  yourself;  and  you  know 
my  sincierie  regard  for  you  may  in  some  measure 

igaged  these  five  ipontlis  in  a  most 
uit  with  an  Irish  chairman.   Those 
tboiit  St  James's,   an4  will  liardly 
k  half  a  street,  or  even'  in  the  Park, 
lay.     This  rascal  rushed  into  the 
i  to  force  tne  into  his  chair,  ran  hi$ 
,'  and  would  not  let  me  pass  till  I 
He  made  a  jest  of  it  that  night  j 
riling  an  Irish  solicitor' x^ame,  out 
jpect,   t6    advise  me  to  make  the 
he  told  a  dismal  story  of  the  sur- 
geon and  the  bloody  shirt,  and  spoke  against  his 
own  interest,  merely  to  hinder  me,  whom  he  had 
never  seen  before,  from  being  exposed.     Neither 
his  kind  persuasions,  nor  the  prudent  counsels  of 

our  friends  Mr  L— — /  and  a  few  mofe,  could 

prevail  on  me.     A   few  days  after,  the    solicitor 
brought  me  a  bill  found  by  the  grand  jury,  and  a 
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warrant  under  the  hand  of  three  jaaticei  against 
John  Ford,  without  any  other  addition.    To  show^ 
his  good  will,  he  would  not  affront  me  by  executing 
the  warrant;  but  desired  I  would  go  to  any  justice 
of  peace,  and  give  bail  to  appear  the  next  quarter 
sessions.  •  'By  my  not  doing  it,  he  found  out  the 
mistake  of  the  name,  which  he  said  should  be  rec-> 
tified  in  a  new  bill,  and  if  I  would  not  comply  with 
their  demancfe,  after  they  had  tried  me  for  the  as- 
saults, th*y  would  bring  an  action  of  eighty  or  ai 
hundred  pounds  damages.    .  I  threatened  in  my 
turn;  at  which  he  laughed,  as  I  should. do,  if  a 
little  child  ^should  threaten  to  knock  me  down.    As 
they  proceeded  s^inst  me,   I  thought  it  time  to 
begin  with  them,  and  spoke  to  an  acquaintance  of 
mine,  a  justice  of  peace;  who  sent  a  warrant  for 
the  fell<l>w,  upon  the  waiter's  i  oath,  for  assaulting 
me,  and  by  a  small  streteh  of  power,  committed 
him  to  the  Gatehoui^e,  where  he  remained  sotnS 
days  for  want  of  biwl.     I  believie  his  bail  wbuUb 
hardly  have  been'  judged  sutfioient,  if   his  Irish 
solicitor  had  not  gone  to  andther  justice,  aod  taketi 
a  false  oath,  that  the  jorentleman  who  committed 
him  vt3»  out  *of  town*    This  perjury,  it  seems,  can-* 
not  be  punished,' beeduse  it  was  not  upon  record. 
We  presisnteid  bills  against  each  other  to  the  grand 
jury,  an^ong  whoin  there  happened  luckily  to  be 
some  g€fntle^en  :  and  though  i  did.  not  know  ilbem^ 
by  their  meaiis  my-bMI  was^ipund,  and  his  returned 
ignor^3tmn/i*  -  Thefi  I*  indicted  him   in  the  crown-^ 
office,  the  4enror  of  the  ^  l<xw  pepple,  where  they 
often  plague  one  another,  and  always  make  use  of 
ag^nst  those  of  better  rank.     Still  the  fellow  bins* 
tered,  and  refused  to  make  it  up  unless  I  would 
pay  his  expences ;  for  his  lawyer  had  persuaded  him, 
that  in  the  end  he  should  recover  damages  sufficient 
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to  make  amends  for  all.  While  he  ruined  himself 
by  law,  he  lost  his  business;  for  no  gentleman 
would  take  his  chair.  This*  bio«ght  down  his 
proud  stomach ;  he  came  to  me  two  days  ago,  made 
his  submissions,  we  gave  reciprocal  releases  from  all 
actions,  &c.  and  I  have  already  received  the  thanks 
of  above  forty  gentlemen,  for  procuring  them  liberty 
to  walk  the  streets  in  quiet.  Thus  this  great  affair 
has  ended  like  the  Yorkshire  petition,  which  has 
been  the  chief  business  of  the  House  of  Commons 
tins  session,  Toward  the  eqd,  indeed,  they  found 
a  little  time  to  show  their  good  will  to  the  church. 
It  is  the  general  opinion,  that  the  act  for  repealhig 
the  Test  would  have  passed,  if  Sir.  Robert  Wsdpole 
had  not  seen  the  necessity  of  his  speaking,  which  he 
did  in  the  most  artful  manner  he  had  ever  done  in 
his  life.  Several  courtiers  voted  againi^t  him,  as 
well  as  most  of  the  patriots,  and  among  others,  Lprd 
Bathurst's  two  sons.  In  the  House  of  Lords,  next  to 
the  Duke  of  Argyle,  your  friend  Bathurst  and  Lord 

Carteret  have  shown  most  rancour  against -. 

It  is  a  melancholy  reflection,  that  all  the  great 
officers  of  state»  and  the  whole  bench  of  bishops^ 
joined  to  the  tones,  could  not  prevent  any  one 
question  in  disfavour  of  the  church. 

I  tun  asked  every  day,  if  there  be  no  hopes  of 
ever  seeing  you  here  again ;  and  am  sorry  nof  tp 
be  aUe  to  give  any  account  of  your  intentions.  I 
doubt  my  long  letters  quite  tirt  your  patience ;  and 
therefore  conclude  with  assurmg  you*  that  nobody 
wishes  you  all  happiness  more  than  I  do,  who  am 
most  entirely  yours,  &c. 
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FROM  DR  SHERIDAN. 

Jane  3,  1730. 

D£AE  Sm, 
Mr  Lucas  is  novtr  in  Dublin,  who  will  pay  that 

small  bill  oa  demwad.    I  hope  Mr witt  not 

disappoint  us,  and  then  poor  Mrs will  be 

relieved.  I  must  set  out  soon  for  Dublin.  At  my 
return  I  will  wait  upon  you  to  bring  you  hcmie  with 
me.  The  weather  must  and  shaU  be  good;  aiid 
you  nmrt  and  shall  'be  in  good  health ;  you  must 
and  shall  come  with  me. 

M^  walk  it  it  finish'd, 
'*  My  money  diminished; 

But  when  yon  come  dowv^ 

ini  hold  yon  a  crown 

You'll  soon  make  me  rich,  ^ 

Or  I'll  die  in  a  ditch. 

Prs^  4hink  of  things  beforehand,  and  do  not  be 
gid%  as  usual.  The  walk  is  a  hundred  and  twdive 
yatds  feng :  1  hope  that  will  please  yon.  My  r(rf- 
Kog-stime  cost  me  dear.  If  I  should  ever  grow 
rich,  as  God  forbid  1  should,  I  would  buy  two 
bogsbeack  of  wine  at  once.  You  must  know  I 
haire  bought  turf  for  you,  which  bums  like  so  many 
tapers.  My  son  writes  me  word  that  Mr  Vesejrs 
&mHy  are  angry  with  me  for  inserting  some  Itscs 
in  the  Legion  Club  touching  him.  Upon  my  soul» 
I  never  inserted  one  line  in  it;  and  upon  the  whole 
I  care  not  whether  they  beKeve  me  or  not.  All 
my  garden  things  are  in  top  order.  Are  not  you 
sick  of  Dublin  this  hot  weather  ?  How  can  you 
stew  in  such  an  oven?  My  sheep  begin  now  to 
£itten;  I  hope  they  will  please  you  very^  well.  You 
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saw  the  king's  speech,  I  suppose.  I  am  glad  to 
fin4  by  it,  that  he  resolves  to  stand  by  us.  Our 
breams  here  are  exceedingly  good  and  fat ;  we  dress 
them  with  carp  sauce.  Doctor  Walmsley  writes 
me  word  by  last  post,  that  they  are  making  way  to 
bring  me  to  Armagh.  Martin  is  quite  outrageous 
mad,  and  his  relations  are  now  taking  out  a  writ  of 
hmaiby;  so  that  if  my  Lord  Orrery  would  only 
me^ion  me  to  the  lord-primate,  it  would  do.  I 
knoT<r  my  lord  chancellor  is  so  well  inclined  toward 
ine,  that  he  would  willingly  join  in  the  request. 
Consider  the  lands  are  worth  four  hundred  a  year 
tod  the  situation  much  more  advantageous.  This 
must  be  a  secret,  upon  several  accounts.  So  much 
for  business,  and  no  more.  My  articl)okes,  I  do, 
not  mean  my  hearty  jokes,  are  in  great  pl.enty ;  so 
are  my  strawberries,  ^  t  hear  that  the  czarina,  Kouli 
Kan,  and  the  emperor  will  overrun  Turkey.  You 
will  not  know  my  house  when  you  see  it  next,  it 
will  be  so  altercated.  Pray  what  says  Goody  White- 
way  to  the  world  ?  I  hear  she  gives  herself  $traa^ 
jcirs  of  Late  in  calling  me  nothing  but  Shei^aii^. 
Thisv  comes  of  tod  .mtioh  familiarity.'  Whe»  I 
Irome  next  tx)  your  house,  I  shall  make  her  keep  b^ 
distance,  especially,  when  company  is  jifesentj  lor 
the  wahts  to  be  pulled  down.  My  young  turnips, 
Nparrot^  beans,  and  pease,  areih  ;fine:  brdei*;  yoli 
.rimst  {fay  half  a  crown  a  quart,  if  you  eat  any.  .1 
aris^l  he  veiy  reasonable  as  to  the  rest  of  your  diet.i 

*j  Yon  shall  want  nothing  iSt  for  mortal  inanj 

t>lt  li ./  f  5»i.at  di  driWki'tis  all  that  I  datjan. 
IL-.      Jon   1  Andiall*th*rt8«ipcdle*t,.   .i  ;»: 
uov    Urn   oiMroi^ryjpiiqjf>T^9t\oW'imh  ?.):... 
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FROM  DR  SIJERIDAN. 

June  5,  1736. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  AM  so  tormented,  and  have  been  for  eight  days, 
that  I  lie  stretched  in  my  bc;4  ^^  1  now  write :  how- 
ever, I  begiorto  be  easier,  and  I  have  hopes  that  I 
shall  be  able  to  atttmd  in  my  'school  on  Monday. 
Surely  no  person  can 
wrote  thie  Panegyric 
seen  and  readjt  ihT 
mkkes  me  imagine  ev( 
wtiat  they' 'have  done 
ti>)fike  3.  mystery. 

l  liever  Writfii  f  his  posture  be! 
wbtideV  ridt  if  fines  ind  words 
pfeitis  i9tl*e'  lilrewise  'great ;  '^d  tl 
will  6i:*'ii0t^  I  must  take  p^ins'wit 
^^(N6\v  as^  to'your'commg,dbwi 
will  be  good,  tlie,  roads  plejasSLrilt 
li>!ewlsiB,  to  set  out  with  VQiii'  frorti 
^y  4>rttii^ht^  knd  to  bnng  y(itl  1 
1  have  thl-ee  deer  parks  at  m^  ci 
Heming's,  alnd  Hamilton's.  I  li; 
chickens,  all  fkt;  twenty  sheep  o 
teen  lambs  {for  lamb  will  ber'ih  se 
er,)  geese,  tiiriey,  &c. 


My  heps  are  h^tc^iiig^ 
My  house  is  thatching, 
Mjrgeeseagagling^;.    : 
•'My  wife  a  dragAfrg,  '^ 
My  corn  a  thrediing,.^ 
My  sheep  a  washingi ' 
My  turf  a  drawing, 
My  timber  sawing, 


.ii  •;  i^*)  .,J 
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Mj  grarel  walk  raking, 

Mj  roUiogstone  making, 

M7  ate  a  br^wiog^  i 

Mj^df  ^steldng. 

My  boys  a  teaching, 

My  webs  a  bleaching. 

My  daughters  reading, 

My  garden  weeding. 

My  lime  a  burning, 

My  milk  a  churning. 
In  short,  all  nature  sewns  toh^vtt  #brk, 
Bngy  as  Koufy  Kan  against  the  Turk. 

1  dp  not  wonder  that  Mr  Towers  has  discarde(i 
that  gr^eless  whelp ;  but  I  wonder  more  he  kept 
iiim  ^ove  a  week.     He  has  a  genius  for  .mischief^ 
.  would  jade  even  the  devil  to  attend  him*     If  M^ 
tVliiteway  will  prove  false,  I  have  willows  enouglit 
to  crown  me,  and  ladies  enough  her)e  to  pick  and 
choose^  wh^re  I  like  best.  The  summer  has  brought 
them  andthe  flies  in  great  abundance  into  our  coun- 
try ;  the  latter  1  think,  indeed,  less  troublesome/ 
All  of  them  long  fpr  your  coming ;  but  t  know  not 
Whether  you  long  for  them.     1  am  grieved  to  hear 
you  have  lost  so  much  fleshy  which  indeed  is  my* 
present  case.     If  my,  skin  were  dry,  my  holies 
would  rattle  like  a  bag  of  bobbins.     However,  I 
fhake  ho  doubt  but  to  plump  us  both  up  by  help 
of  some  housewife's  remedies.    My  poor  dear  wife 
has  run  mad  for  joy  of  your  coming:  Sure  I  have  & 
gravel  walk  finished  twelve  perches  in  length,  eight 
gradations  of  pease,  which  will  last  you  to  October. 
You  cannot  imagine  what  a  good  housewife  I  am 
grown ;  my  garden  is  well  stocked ;  I  have  every 
thing  but  money :  but  that  is  neither  here  nor  there. 
Mr  Jones  will  order  the  money  by  first  opportunity- 
May  all  happiness  attend  you. 
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TO  DR  SHERIDAN. 

Dublin^  June  5^  i73(L 

You  must  pay  your  groat  (as  if  you  had  been 
drunk  last  night)  j[for  this  letter,  because  I  am  nei-- 
ther  acquainted  with  any  frank  cur,  nor  th0 
of  frank  king.  I  am  glad  you  have  got  the  piles, 
because  it  is  a  mark  of  health,  and  a  strong  con^ 
stitution.  I  believe  what  you  say  of  the  legion-club 
poem ;  for  it  plainly  ^.ppears  a  work  of  a  legion- 
club,  for  I  hear  there  are  fifty  different  copies ;  but 
what  is  that  to  me  ?  And  you  are  in  the  right,  that 
they  are  not  treated  according' to  their  meri^«  You 
never  writ  so  regular  in  your  life,  and  jtherefore 
when  you  write  to  me,  always  take  care  to  have  the 
piles  ;  I  n^an  any  piles  except  those  of  lime  and 
stose,  and  yet  piles  are  not  so  bad  as  the  stpne.  I 
find  ycm  intend  to  be  here  (by  your  date)  ina  dozen 
days  Kentee.  The  room  shall  be  ready  for  you, 
thougli  I  shall  never  have  you  in  a  morning,  or  at 
dinner,  or  in  an  evening;  at  all  other  times  I  shall 

be  pesleTcd  ivith  you.    John  R (for  he  does 

not  deserve  the  name  of  Jnck)  is  gone  to  his  six- 
miles-off  country  seat  for  the  sununer.  I  admire 
at  yovir  bill  <if  101.  odd ;  for  I  thought  your  first 
was  double :  or  is  it  an  sulditional  one  ?  W  hen  you 
satisfytme,  I  will  send  down  to  him  with  a  ven- 
geance :  although  except  that  damned  vice  of  ava*  • 
rice,  he  is  a  v^ry  agreeable  man.  As  to  your  veni- 
son, vain  is  one  who  expects  it.  I  am  checking  you 
for  your  chickens,  and  could  lamb  you  "for  your 
lambs. — Addenda  quadam^ 
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My  wife  a  rattling. 
My  children  tatting. 
Mj  money  sp&At  is, 
And  due  myn^tH. 
My  school  decreasing, 
.  My  income  ceasing. 
All  people  tease  me, 
.    Bat  no  man  pays  me. 
My  worship  is  bit,  ' 
By  that  rogne  Nisbit, 
To  take  the  right  way, 
Contnlt  friend  Whiteway. 
Would  you  get  still  more  ? 
Go  flatter  Kilmore.  ♦ 
Tour  geese  are  old. 
Your  wife  a  scold.  . 
•  •     i    .  .  : 

Mrs  Whiteway  IS  ever  your  friend,  but; our  oJd 
ones  have  forsaken  yott  as  mine  have  ine«  My 
head  is  veiy  bad  j  and  I  have  just  as  much/  spirits 
left  as  a  drowned  mouse.  Pray  do  not.yougivje 
yourself  airs  of  pretending  to  have  flies  itt  summer 
atCavan;  and  such  a  no  summer  as  this;  J^twbo 
am  the  best  fly-catcher  in  the  kingdom,  hwre  not 
thought  it  Worth  my  time  to  show  xty  skUi  ih  thaet 
art.  I  believe  nothing  of  your  garden  improve^ 
ments,  for  I  Icnow  you  too  w^U.  What  yea-say  cff 
your  leanness  is  incredible ;  for  when  I  saw  you  last 
you  wer^  as  broad  a^  1^«^.  •  Bat  if  yott  Gontiniieto 
breathe  free  (which  nothing  but  exelroisej  can  gim;) 
you  may  be  safe  with  as  little  flesh  as  3,  iwdbich  13 
none  at  all.  .  .  .     •  »  Jim   .     . 

I  had  your  letter  just  before  this  was  s^^alad^  but 
I  cannot  answer  it  now. 

JoN.  SwitT^  ! 


*  Dr  Josiah  Hort,  then  Bishop  of  Ktlmore.— H. 
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TO  LADY  BETTY  GERMAIN. 

Madam, 
I  WRITE  this  letter  to  your  ladyship,  in  the 
employment  you  have  chosen  of  being  a  go-between 
the  Duke  ot  Dorset  and  me.  I  must  preface  this 
letter  with  an  honest  declaration,  That  I  never  pro- 
posed any  one  thing  to  his  grace,  wherein  I  did  not 
chiefly  consult  his  honour  and  the  geniertl  opi- 
nion of  the  kingdom.  I  had  the  honour  to  know 
him  from  a  boy,  as  I  did  your  ladyship  from  a 
child;  and  yet,  excepting  great  personal  civiKlies, 
I  never  was  abte  to  obtain  the  favour  of  getting  one 
church  preferment  for  any  friend,  except  one  too 
.inccHisiderable  to  mention.  I  writ  to,  an>d  told 
my  lord  duke,  tha4;  there  was  a  certain  ftunily  bei^e, 
called  the  Grattans,  and  that  they  conid  command 
ten  thousand  men :  two  of  them  are  parsotts,  as 
you  whigs  call  them^;  aiKither  is  lord  mayov  of 
i^s  city,  and  was  knighted  by  his  grace  a  monch 
w  two  ago/  But  there  is  another  cousin  of  theirs, 
who  is  a  Grattan,  though  his  name  be  John  Jack^ 
son,  as  worthy  a  cWgyman  a^-any  in  this  kingdom. 
He  lives  upon  his  own  small  estate,  four  miles  from 
this  town,  and  in  his  own  fiarish;  but  he  has  four 
children.  He  only  wants  some  little  addition  of  a 
hundred  pounds  a-year;  for  he  has  laid  out  eight 
hundred  pounds  to  build  upon  his  own  small  fstate 
i»  his  own  pMsh^  which  he  cannot  leave ;  and  we 
cannot;  spare  him.  H^  has  lain  a  weight  upon  my 
shoulders  for  many  years ;  and  I  have  often  men- 
^tiontd  hifll  to  my  loid  duke  as  a  most  deserving 
person.     His  grace  has  now  an  opportunity  to  help 
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him.  One  Mr  Ward,  who  died  this  morning,  had 
a  deanery  of  small  value  ;  it  was  a  hedge  deanery, 
my  lord  duke  will  tdl  you  what  I  mean ;  .we  have 
many  of  them  in  Ireland :  but,  as  it  does  not  re- 
quire hviug  there,  except  a  month  or  two  in  the 
year,  ahhough  it  be  but  of  forty  or  fifty  pounds 
yearly  rent,  it  will  be  a  great  ease  to  him.  He 
is  no  party  man,  but  a  loyal  irubject.  It  is  the 
deanery  of  Cloyne ^  he  is  well  acquainted  with  the 
bishop,  who  is  Dr  Berkeley ;  I  have  reasons  enough 
to  complain  of  my  lord  duke,  who  absolutely  refused 
to  provide  for  a  most  worthy  man,  whom  he  had 
made  one  of  his*chaplains  before  he  came  over:  and 
therefore,  if  he  will  not  consent  to  give  this  poor 
deanery  to  Mr  John  Jackson,  I  will  fall  out  with 
him  for  ever.  I  desire  your  ladyship  to  let  the 
duke  know  all  this. 

Somebody  read  a  part  of  a  newspaper  to  me  the 
other  day,  wherein  your  saucy  niece  is  mentioned^ 
as  married,  with  five  and  forty  thousand  pounds  to  * 
her  fortune.  I  desire  to  present  her  with  my  most 
humble  service,  and  thai  we  may  be  friends  for  the 
future.  I  hope  your  ladyship  still  preserves  yott* 
health  and  good  humour.  Your  virtues  I  am  in  no 
pain  about;  for  you  are  confirmed  in  them  by  your 
education  and  birth,  as  well  as  by  constant  practice. 
I  pray  God  preserve  you  long,  for  the  good  you  do 
to  the  world,  and  for  yopr  happiness  hereafter. 

I  will  (notwithstanding  your  commands  to  the 
contrary)  be  so  bold  to  tell  you,  that  I  am,  with  the 
gfea|e(rt  respect  and  esteem.  Madam, 

Your  ladyship^s  most  obedient  and  obligad 
humble  servant, 

JoN.  SwiTT. 
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THE  ANSWER. 

,  Jtne  iSy  1750. 

t  OUGHT  to  begin  with  begging  pgrdon  for  not 
answering  yours  of  the  1st  of  May,  before  I  thank 
you  for  that  of  the  15th  of  June :  but  I  do  not  (jueft^ 
tion  the  newspapers  have  informed  you  of  the  great 
loss  I  have  had  in  my  brother  Henry  Berkeley.  And 
what  is  an  addition  to  the  grief  for  the  best-natured, 
honei^  sincere,  disinterested,  friendly  brother,  is 
the  having  left  a  wife,  three  daughters,  and  two  sons, 
literally  without  bread  to  eat :  though  perhaps  that 
part  yight  soon  be  made  easy,  if  those  of  his  rel^ 
tions  were  as  willing,  as  they  art  able,  to  help  ttf 
take  cara^of  them,  which  hitherto  they  have  only 
l|^e  j>enent  of  from  my  two  nieces.  She  that  you' 
call  the  saucy  one,  has  bestowed  her  very  great  for- 
tune (mttch  more  than  you  mention)  on  Lord  Vera 
Bea^florlc,  an^  had  my  aj^probation  of  her  own 
choice,  for  I  think  him  a  very  deserving  gentleman ^ 
and  all  that  know  him  give  him  a  great  character^ 
I  am  now  with  them  in  the  country  j  Imt  shall  go 
in  abgut  a  fo4((pight  to  Knowle ;  f^qd  when  I  am 
tbeig,  win  certainly  ol^^y  your  commands  to  the 
DuK  o/  Dorset,  My  brother  Ueorge  and  Lady 
Suffolk  are  gone  to  France  to  make  a  visit  to  Lord 
BerbM^ :  wh^ch  t  am  glad  of,  as  I  hope  it  will  in- 
duce hm  to  go  to  Spa  and  Aix-la-Chapelle,  for  hqp 
health,  which  I  am  afraid  is  very  necessary  for  her, 
and  truly  believe  is  all  she  wants  to  make  her  easy 
ana  happy  -,  or  else  my  fcrother  George  is  not  the 
non^  goo*natufed  man  I  really  take  him  to  be; 
and  me  dissembles  well,  if  she  is  not  so  happy  as 
she  makes  me  believe,  and  I  heartily  wish  her. 
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You  ortler  me  to  write  long  letters  5  but  you  m  w 
see  by  the  nothingness  d*  tiiis,  I  am  yet  more  unnt 
than  ever  to  observe  yovf  orders,  though  in  all 
things,  and  aet  all  times. 

Your  naos%  sinc«e  and  truly  humble  servant,    ^ 
f  E.G.* 


FROMT  DR  SHERIDAN. 

'     "     -  June  23,  173C. 

D£Aft  SlR» 

If  yon  can  believe,n|?,  I  can  assure  you,  that  we 
^ve  a  gc^at  plen^  of  flies  at  Cavan;  and  lil  me 
*Whisper  you -in  this  letter,  nee  desunt  p^diculi  nee 
pulices;  but  I  beseech  you  not  to  speak  if  it.  ^  Si 
me  nonfe^lit  ohsewatio^  we  shall- have  more  pf  tHfe, 
pgyptian  plagues,    quippe  multitudo  milifum  die 
crastino  adventura  est  in  Cavanniam  nowram,     I 
do  not  know  what  Ae  devil  thty  will  do  l&rljieat. 
De  nostra  cibo,  nid/urtiniy  aut  vi  ahripiant^  uxor 
"  %ne  capiatj  si  gusiaverint.     The  ladies  are  already 
bespeaking  seats  in  my  field  upon  the  hill,  Spec-^ 
tatum   veniunt,  '%emunt  specteniur  ut  ipMB.  *   Ho, 
brave  colonels,  captains,  lieutenants,  and  coi|l|^1i^ 
adeo  hie  splendentes  congregantur  ut  ipsis  pmvonibus 
pudorem  incuttuntj  of  which  1  am  an  eye-w^ess, 
dejectis  capitikits  caudas    demittunt^     Owf^  Dajcers 
Hre  all  so  busy  upon  this  occasion,  that  they  double 
ihfe  heat  of  the  wediiher^  atque  urunt  officinds,  ■  But 
when  the  army  fires  on  Friday,  proh  Jupitefl»  in* 
fenmm  redolebunt  et  spiraount.    Jfhe  i)^ise  of  gtmf^ 
the  neighing  of  the  horses,  and  the  women's  tongues^ 
cethm  atque  terras  niiscebunt. 
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» 


6ro«ne  po«ti  wo  eom$  itt 

I'Te  some  in  my  bia^ 

To  batter  jonr  chin ; 

When  done  with  dur  din- 

^-ner,  through  thick  aad  thin 

We'll  wAlkont  and  in*   i    •  , 

And  care  not  a  pin  ^ 

Who  thinks  it  a  sin.   . 

We  make  some  folks  griny 

B7  huhing  their  Mn,  &^ 

I  couM  not  mention  troop-horses^  quin  Pegasus 
nosttr  Itmt  exultim  ut  vides ;  sedjam  9tabmo  in- 
cltuM  de  versibus  nihil  ampUus.  You  may  be  sur* 
prised  al  \im  motley  epi^e ;  but  you  must  know 
that  I  Wt  upon  my  head  the  other  day,  and  the  fall 
shook  away  YtsM  my  English  and  Latin,  fmni.  omnia, 
Ungfki  Guiliims  Hi^panmij  neen^n  IlaUea.  t  would 
rather  iodeedr  my  wife  had  lost  h^  one  tongu)^ 
totaUfgri  QtiwiiAm  eqtiidem  nuUns  dubitfk  mn  riidi* 
eiius  eneUfr^tur  toniirui  9uperarel.  ,*• 

I  trish  yoof  lewmce  were  here  to  hear  tiie  trumpets  ; 
Mistaike  me  qot^  for. I  mean  not  the  strumpets. 

W!§U>  when  will  you  come  dawn,  or  will  you  come 
sH  aH  ?''I  ^ink  you  may,  can,  could,  might,  would, 
or  oilght  to  come.  My  house  is  enlarging,  and  you 
may  now  venture  to  bring  your  own  company  with 
ydh;  namely,  the  provost.  Archdeacon  Wall,  the 

jNftop  of  Clpghep,  and ^  by  way  4C  enlivanmg 

the  rest.  T^o  not  letiony  liord  Orrery  come  with 
them ;  *fbr  I  know  they  will  not  be  pleased  with  lyss 
compaAy.  My  love  to  my  sweeth^rt  Mrs  White- 
way,  if  she  continues  constant ;  if  not,  'my  hatred 
and  my  |^I.  £:!^cu8e  my  haste  I  h(^'  by  the 
nqxt  po$t  i(>  make  up  for  this  short  epistle.    I  am^ 
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dear  Sir,  with  all  aflfection  and  respect,  your  most 
obedient  humble  servant,  * 

'Thomas  Sheridan. 

I  sepd  you  a  letl^r  Jrcun  Mr  Carte.  * 

TO  MR  NICHOLLS.t 

Sir,  ^  >  .'.  ^  •         ^        <    \  .    . 

There  is  a  lady,  a  cousin  of  mine,  Mre  White- 
way,  who  'hath  been  scolding  me  several  weeks  for 
ihy  ingratitude  to  you,  who  having  sent  me  two  or 
more  vegjiek  of  ale  of  your  own  brewing,  without 
any  cl^km  of  merit  of  mine,  had  never  the  ciftiity 
either  to  get  out  of  your  debt,  or  to  thank  you;  or 
invite  yoiutb  eat  with  me,  and  drink  some  o£«)rdur 
own  ale.     She  says,  that  she  invites  you  to-morriiw 
to  dine  with  her  at  the  deanery,  and  there  take  the 
opportunity  of  exposing  me  for  my  ill  treatment  of 
you.     This  is  a  misfortune  I  cannot  help,  but  must 
endure  it  patiently;  and  therefore,  if  you  be  not 
otherwise  engaged,  I  entreat  the  favour  of  ytoij, 
which  she  commands,  and  that  you  will  let  me 
know  to-morrow  morning.     I  writ  this  at  her  house 
in  fear  and  dread,  therefore  take  pity  of  me. 

I  w\.  Sir.  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 
,  JoNATH.  Swift." 

pated  Hi  Mrs  Whiteway's  house, 

June  5,  1736.  .• 

I  'JA  I  '  11  ■■       I      III 

*  The  Historian ;  Me  p.  73.— N. 

f  TUs  letter,  a»d  two  others,  to  Mr  Nicholls,  sArceoo.gene. 
ral  of  Ireland,  are  now^  for  the  first  time^  published  intheDieaii^s 
c6rrM|K>nden'ce«  •  '  ? 
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FROM  MR  DONNELLAN. 

Corke,  Jul73^1730., 
Sir, 
I  MAD  the  favour  of  your  commaads  with  relation 
to  Mr  Dutikin ;  *  aud,  in  pursuance  of  them,  have 
writ  to  two  of  my  friends  among  the  senior  fellows, 
and  recommended  his  petition,  and  your  request, 
in  the  best  and  strongest  manner  I  was  able.  I  am, 
upon  many  accounts,  obliged  to  execute  whatever 
r)rders  you  are  pleased  to  give  me,  with  the  great- 
est readiness  and  cheerfulness  possible:  which,  I 
assure  you,  I  do  on  this  occasion,  and  shall  think 
myself  very  happy  if  I  can  any  way  promote  the 
success  of  axi  affair  which  you  wish  well  to.  But, 
beside  the  right  that  you  have  to  command  me,  I 
think  Mr  Dunkin's  case,  as  Mrs  Sicah  has  repre- 
sented it,  really  very  worthy  of  oomp^sion,  and  on 
that  account  likewise  should  be  very  glad  I  could 
be  of  some  service  ^o  him.  To  be  sure,  he  acted  a 
very  silly  and  wrong  part  in  marrying,  and  in  the 
affair  of  Dr  Cope's  daughter ;  and  I  fear  he  has 
lUrt  him$elf  very  considerably  in  the  opinion  of  the 


*  A  female  relation  of  jyir  Diiakia  l^  l>cqi]eatli6d  aa  estate 
iQ  land,  for  ever,  to  the  college  and  fellows  of  Trinity  College, 
Dublin,  upon  condition  that  they  should  take  care  of  his  edaca* 
tion,  and  afterward  assist  to  advance  him  in  the  world.  The 
collide,  in  consequoice  of  tikis  request,  allowed  bim  at  thb  time 
an  annuity,  which  he  was  now  soliciting  to  get  i9creased  to  1001. 
He  succeeded  in  his  application ;  and  tl|e  £arl  of  Chesteffield, 
when  he  had  the  goremment  of  Ireland,  in  the  year  1740^^  gave 
him  Uie  school  of  EimisktUing,  which  is  very  ridily  endowed| 
and  was  founded  by  King  C]i9x\^  h/m^D.  S-  -  ^ 
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college  by  his  strange  behaviour  at  the  boardi  with* . 
out  occasion.  But  I  hope  all  this  will  be  got  over, 
by  your  appearasce  in  his  £ivour,  and  that  your 
request  will  have  all  that  weight  with  the  coUege 
that  it  ought.  I  remindecl  my  friends  (though  I 
hope  they  had  not  forgot  it)  of  the  considerable  ser- 
vices you  had  done  their  house  at  different  times, 
and  let  th^m  know  how  much  their  compliance  in 
this  point  would  oblige  you»  After  this,  I  think  they 
must  be  yery  beasts,  if  they  do  not  show  their  gra- 
titude, when  they  have  so  fair  an  opportunity,  and 
idiots,  if  they  neglect  purchasing  thie  Dean*s  favour 
^i  so  cheap  a  rate.  « 

My  sister  and  I  were  very  sorry  we  had  not  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  you  the  morning  we  called  at 
the  deanery-J^o^ise,  We  were  just  then  going  out 
of  town,  and  had  not  another  opportunity  of  taking 
our  leave  of  you.  She  desires  me  to  make  her  com- 
pliments to  you  in  a  very  particular  manner.  We 
are  both  exceedingly  busy  in  getting  our  little  house 
teady,  and  hope  to  remove  into  it  next  week.  I 
shall  not  trouble  you.  Sir,  with  a  description  of  it, 
but,  in  a  few  words,  it  is  really  a  very  sweet  little 
spot,  andf  though  so  near  a  great  town,  has  all  the 
advantages  of  a  complete  retirement. 

Though  I  am  come  among  a  people  that  I  think 
you  me  not  very  fond  of,  yet,  this  I  must  say  in 
their  fiavour,  that  they  are  not  such  brutes  as  to  be 
insensible  of  the  Dean^s  merit.  Ever  since  we  came 
cbwn,  this  town  and  country  rung  of  your  praises, 
for  opposing  the  reduction  of  the  coin ;  and  they 
look  upon  the  stop  that  is  likely  to  be  put  to  that 
affair,  as  a  second  deliverance  they  owe  you. 

I  hope  the  late  fine  weather  has  contributed  to 
the  recovery  of  your  health  :  I  am  sure  it  is  what 
we  |iave  all  reason  to  desire  the  continuance  of; 
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and  what  I  beg  you  will  believe,  no  one  more  truly 
and  sincerely  wishes,  with  all  other  happiness,  than. 
Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  obliged  humble  ser* 
rant, 

Chr.  Donnellan. 


TO  THE  PROVOST  AND  SENIOR  FELLOWS 
OF  TRINITY  COLLEGE,  DUBLIN.  • 

Deaneiy  Honse^  Jilj  5y  1736. 
Rev.  a*d  Worthy  Sirs,. 

As  I  had  the  honour  of  receiving  some  part  of  my 
education  in  your  university,  and  the  good  fortune 
to  be  of  some  service  to  it  while  I  had  a  share  of 
credit  at  court,  as  well  as  since,  when  I  had  very 
little  or  none,  I  may  hope  to  be  excused  for  laying 
a  case  before  you,  and  offering  my  opinion  upon  it. 

Mr  Dunkin,  whom  you  all  know,  sent  me  some 
time  ago  a  memorial  intended  to  be  laid  before  you^ 
which  perhaps  he  hath  already  done.  His  request 
is,  that  you  would  be  pleased  to  enlarge  his  annuity 
at  present,  and  that  he  may  have  the  same  right,  in 
his  turn,  to  the  first  church  preferment,  vacant  in 
your  gift,  as  ff  he  had  been  made  a  fellow,  accord- 
ing to  the  scheme  of  his  aunt's  will ;  because  the 
absurdity  of  the  condition  in  it  ought  to  be  imputed 
to  the  old  woman's  ignorance,  although  her  inten- 


*  This  letter  plamlj  shows  the  aathor's  friendship  to  gentle* 
len  of  genins  and  learning,  althoogh  anacquaivted  with  them ; 
bat,  soon  after  this,  Mr  Dnnkin  was  introduced  to  thoDean, 
who  did  him  farther  services,  by  recommending  him  to  D^  Bol. 
ton^  Archbishop  of  Cashell^  who  ordained  him* — F. 
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tiou  be  very  manifest :  and  the  intention  of  the  tes- 
tator in  all  wills  is  chiefly  regarded  by  the  law. 
What  I  would  therefore  humbly  propose  is  this,  that 
you  would  increase  his  pension  to  one  hundred 
pounds  a-year,  and  make  him  a  firm  promise  of  the 
first  church-]ivin§  in  your  disposal,  to  the  value  of 
two  hundred  pounds  a  year,  or  somewhat  more. 
This  I  take  to  be  a  reasonable  medium  between 
what  he  hath  proposed  in  his  memorial,  and  what 
you  allow  him  at  present,   , 

I  am  almost  a  perfect  stranger  to  Mr  Dunkin 
having  n^ver  seen  him  above  twice,  and  then  in 
mixed  company,  nor  should  I  knoAv  his  person  if  I 
met  hitD.in  the  streets.  But  I  know  he  is  a  man  of 
wit  and  parts ;  which,  if  applied  properly  to  the 
'  business  of  hi^  function,  instead  of  poetry  (wherein 
it  must  be  owned  he  sometimes  excels,  *)  might  be 
of  great  use  and  service  to  him, 

I  hope  you  will  pleas^  to  remember,  that,  since 
your  bocJy  hath  received  no  inconsiderable  benefac- 
.tionlrom  the  aunl,  it  will  much  increase  your  re- 
putation, rather  to  err  on  the  generous  side  toward 
the  nephew.         , 

These  are  my  thoughts,  after  frequently  reflect- 
ing on  the  case  under  all  its  circumstances ;  and  so 
I  leave  it  to  your  wiser  judgments.  1  am,  with  true 
respect  and  esteem,  reverend  and  worthy  Sirs, 

Your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

JoN.  SwiFV. 


*  See  the  traasIatioD  of  "  Carberiae  Rupes,'*  Vol.  XIV.  *p. 
179 N. 
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FROM  DR  SHERIDAN- 

Deae  Sie,  I  . 

I  SUSPECT  that  son^L  secret  villain  has  prevented 
the  lord  chancellor  to.  sijg^  my  commission ;  and 
therefore  I  entreat  the  favour  of  you  to  know  the 
meaning  of  it  from  his  excellency ;  for  I  had  his 
consent  hy  a  recommendation  from  my  Lord  Chief 
Baron  Marfevrj'and  Mr  Justice  Ward.  The  summer 
is  going  off  f^t,  so  are  my  best  fowl ;  and  you  are 
not  yet  coipe.  Will  you  not  come  for  your  six 
hundred  and  isixty  pounds?  We  have  no  way  to 
carry  it  exQtpt  you  come  for  it  yourself:  and  do 
not  forgipt  to  bring  the  deed  of  sale  with  you  for  the 
Marahills  and  Drumcor.  I  wish  you  could  sail  with 
them  hither,  to  save  you  the  trouble  of  riding,  which 
I  would  rathier  see  than  fifty  pounds,  which  I  would 
set  my  hand  and  seal  to.  Mr  Jones,  as  I  told  you 
be^e,  will  not  pay  any  body  but  yourself;  so  that 
you  .must  inevitably  come  nolens  volensj  right  or 
wrong,  whetfier  you  can  or  not.  Our  venison  is 
plenty :  our  weather  too  hot  for  its  carriage.  We 
hjfve  not  had  two  hundred  drops  of  rain  these  six 
weeks  p|^t. 

Owf  river  is  dry, 
iknd  fiery  the  sky  5 
I  fret  and  1  fry, 
Just  reftdy  to  die : 
Oh,  where  shall  I  fly 
#  From  Phoebus's  eye  ? 

In  bid  when  I  lie, 
I  soak  like  a  pie ; 
And  I  swea^  oh,  l^weat,  like  a  hog  ina  stye. 
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I  know  you  love  Alexandrines ;  for  which  reasoi^  I 
closed  the  above  madrigal  with  one.  I  think  it  is 
of  a  very  good  proportion,  which  I  hope  you  will 
set  to  nmsic ;  and  pr^y  let  me  have  a  base  and  se- 
cond trel^  with  what  other  decorations  and  graces 
jron  can  better  design  than  I  can  dn'ect.  To  let 
you  see  you  can  want  for  iMhingl  if  you  coine  to 
Cavan,  I  write  you  the  following  catalogue : 


.  Ooodroad^ 
A  clean  hoos^^ 
A  hearty  wdceme^ 
Good  ale, 

.  6ood  beer, 
Good  bread, 
Ooodbed, 
Yonng  tnrkie^ 
Toung  beans, 
ToBng  lambs, 
GrofNie  pouts, 

^  Fioe  trottts, 


Rigbeibcan, 
Caultfla^en, 
Young  chickeiM, 
FatTeni^oQ, 
SmaH  mnUon^* 
Green  pe^e^v- 
Goodwatef,,.  , 
Good  wine, 
Young  ducks. 
Carrots, 
Fitlfiip'6,  littn 


A  LONG  GHAVEL  WALK 

I  itmst  trouble  yoor  reverencerwnfa  a  small  sample 
€f  i^on^e  things,  to  let  you  see  that  all  I  hare  ssud  k 


REFERENCES.                               _ 

1.  Artichoke. 

■r 

12.  Common  cabbaa. 
IS.  Turnip.          '*^ 

%  Carrot. 

3.  Parsnip. 

14.  Ccoliiowers. 

4.  Raspberries. 

15.  Cm  lettttce. 

5.  Gooseberries. 

16.  Silesia  lettuce. 

6.  Currants,  red. 

17.  Thyme. 

7.  Cnriwits,  black. 

la  Sweet  marjoram. 

8*  Furslain. 

19.  A  Carfsti  fly,  and  a  tlion. 

9.  Kidnej  beans. 

sanA 'things  besi^. 

10,  Common  beans. 

80.  Some  of  my  graTd  walk. 

U.  Redcabbl«e. 

/31.  Nastttrtrani. 
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23.  draiige.  2(J.  Pou 

t4*  Spinage. 

I  would  send  yott  some  of  ny  csumI,  hm  tim^^^fm^ 
per  couH  not  hold  it. 

I  have  iiothiiig>more  «»  seiul  b«t  my  best  witheib 
whioil  yQ«  Qsm  only  aee  in  mySace,  when- yon  oome 
down. 

Pr^ent  my  love  967894€»467340567898973«4 
times  1K>  my  dear  Mrs  Whiteway,  and  all  her  ctiidcp 
ens.  I  an)>  dear  Sir,  as  I  e%'er  must  be,  your  most 
obedient  and  very  humble  servant  to  command^ 
Dumb  Spur  it  us  hoife  rage^art  us.  * 


FROM  MR  FORD. 

You  cannot  imagine  liow  much  I  was  transport- 
ed to  see  a  superscription  in  your  hand,  after  two 
years  and  a  h^  intermission.    The  pleasure  I  had 
m  not  being  quiteforgot,  was  soon  abated  by  what 
jpu  say  m  youl*  ill  health.     I  doebt  you  live  too 
much  by  yourself;  and  retirement  makes  the  strong- 
est impression  upon  those  who  are  formed  for  mirU> 
and  society.     I  have  not  been  these  thirty  years 
without-a  set  of  cheerful  companions,  l^  iierfliftg 
with  new  oAes  as  the  old  marry  and  go  off.     Why 
have  not  you  a  succession  of  Grattans  and  Jack- 
sons  ?  Whatever  resentment  the  men  in  power  may 
have,  every  body  else  woflld  seek  your  company, 
upon  ycwr  own  terms  >  and  for  those  in  great  sta- 

*. — _^.. ^^ 

%     #  «  DiUBtl^iritns  kofl  reg^  •rtus.'' 
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tions^  I  am  swte,  at  this  time,  you  wouM  be  asham^ 
ed  to  be  well  with  them.  If  they  hate  you,  it  ib 
because  they  fear  you,  and  know  your  abilities  bet- 
ter than  you  seem  to  do  yourselfe  ^ven  in  your  me- 
lancholy you  write  with  te)o  much  fire  for  broken 
spirits.  Yonr  giddiness  aad  deafeiess  give  m^  the 
uUnost  concern;  though  I  bdieve  you  would  be 
less  subject  to  them,  and  as  wdl  taken  care  of  here  t 
nor  need  you  spunge  for  a  dinner,  since  you  would 
be  invited  to  two  or  three  places  every  day.  I  will 
say  no  more  upon  this  tubject,  because  I  know 
there  is  no  persuading  you. 

My  legs  have  been  swelled  many  yearis:  it  is 
above  twelve  since  Beaufort  gave  me  a  preaeription 
for  them,  which  I  never  took  till  last  winter.  My 
Lord  Litchfield,  and  other  of  my  acquaintance,  per^ 
.suaded  me  to  it ;  and  they  tell  me  it  had  its  effect, 
for  I  am  no  judge  either  of  my  own  bad  looks,  or 
large  legs,  having  always  found  myself  perfectly 
wen,  except  when  I  had  fliy  fever  four  years  a^o. 
I  walk  constantly  every  day  in  the  Park,  and  am 
forced  to  be  both  temperate  and  sobgr,  because  my  * 
meat  is  so  much  overoone  that  I  do  not  like  it,  and 
my  dining  acquaintsmce  leserve  themselves  for  a 
second  meeting  at  night,  which  I  obstinately  re- 
fuse. 

If  your  rents  fall,  I  do  not  know  what  must  be- 
come of  us.  I  have  considerable  losses  eve»y  year : 
and  yet  I  think  Crossthwaite  a  very  honest  man* 
Rents  for  some  time  have  been  ill  paid  here  as  well 
as  in  Ireland ;  and  farmi  flung  up  every  day,  which 
have  not  been  raised  since  King  Charles  the  First's 
time.  The  graziers  are  undone  in  all  parts>  and  it 
is  bad  enough  with  the  fanners.  One  cause  is, 
their  living  much  higher  than  they  did  formerly ; 
another  is,  the  grent  number  of  enclosurel^made  of 
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late,  enough  to  supply  many  more  people  than  Eng- 
land contains.  It  is  certain,  all  last  year  a  man 
came  off  well  if  h#  could  sell  a  fax  ox  at  the  price 
he  bought  him  lean.  The  butchers,  by  not  lower- 
ing their  meat  in  proportion,  have  been  the  only 
gainers. 

I  generally  hear  once  a  month  or  oftener  from  my 
sister.  She  writes  to  me  with  great  affection ;  but 
I  find  she  is  still  wrongheaded,  and  will  be  so  as 
long  as  she  lives.  As  she  expected  unreasonable 
presents,  she  makes  them  much  more  unreasonably; 
and,  in  my  opinion,  so  ill-judged,  that  I  do  not  won- 
der more  at  her  than  at  those  who  receive  them,  I 
see  no  difference  in  giving  thirty  or  for^  guineas, 
or  in  paying  thirty  or  forty  guineas  for  a  thing  the 
person  you  give  it  to  must  have  paid.  I  have  heard 
no  reason  to  doubt  Lord  Masham.  I  know  nothing 
of  his  smi,  not  even  by  sight.  Our  friend  Lewis  is 
in  constant  duty  with  his  sick  wife,  who  ha^  been 
eomg  years  dyin"^,  and  will  not  die.  Unless  he  calls, 
as  he  does  upon  me  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour  at  most 
twice  in  a  year,  there  is  ho  seeing  him.  I  heartily 
wish  you  health  and  prosperity ;  and  am  ever,  most 
sincerely,  your,  &c. 

My  Lord  Masham  was  extremely  pleased  with  your 
remembering  him,  and  desired  me  to  make  his 
compliments  to  you. 
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TO  DR  SHERIDAN. 

* 

Joljr  10,  ifse. 

I  RECEIVED  your  two  letters.  The  first  is  min- 
gled with  Latin  and  English^  one  following  the 
other:  now  I  scorn  that  way>  and  put  both  lan- 
guages in  one.  However,  for  the  sake  of  order,  I 
will  be^n  with  answering  your  second  letter  be- 
fore the  first,  because  it  deserves  one  on  account  of 
your  presents.  From  bogs,  rivers,  mountains,  mosses, 
qoagmires,  heaths,  lakes,  kennels^  ditches,  weeds, 
&c.  &c.  &c.  &c. — ^Mrs  Whiteway  was  pleased,  al- 
tiiough  very  unjustly,  to  criticise  upon  every  curi- 
osity ;  she  swears  the  paper  of  gravel  was  of  your 
own  voiding,  as  she  found  by  the  smell.  That 
your  whole  artichoke  leaf  shows  its  mother  to  be 
smsiUer  than  a  nutmeg,  and  I  confess  you  were 
somewhat  unwary  in  exposing  it  to  censure.  Your 
raspberry  she  compared  with  the  head  of  a  corking- 
pin,  and  the  latter  had  the  victory.  Your  currants 
were  invisible,  and  we  could  not  distinguish  the  red 
from  the  black.  Your  purslane  passed  very  well 
with  me,  but  she  swore  it  was  houseleek.  She  de- 
nies your  Cavan  fly  to  be  genuine,  but  will  have  it, 
that  for  the  credit  of  your  town  you  would  have  it 
born  there,  although  Mrs  Donaldson  confesses  it 
was  sent  her  in  a  box  of  brown  sugar,  and  4ied  as 
it  entered  the  gates.  Mrs  Whiteway  proceeds  far- 
ther  in  her  malice,  declaring  your  nasturtium  to  he 
only  a  p-ss-abed;  your  beans  as  brown  as  herself, 
and  of  the  same  kind  with  what  we  fatten  hogs  in 
Leicestershire.  In  one  thing  she  admires  your  §fe- 
■fcerosity,  that  for  her  sake  you  would  spare  a  droj| 
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or  two  of  your  canal  water,  which  by  the  spongy 
bottom  needs  it  so  much.  The  only  defects  of  them 
all,  were,  that  they  wanted  colour,  sight,  and  smell; 
yet  as  to  the  last,  we  both  acknowledge  them  all  to 
exhale  a  general  fustiness,  which  however  did  much 
resemble  that  of  your  Cavan  air. 

JoN.  SwipT- 


TO  THE  SAME. 


I  RECEiVBD  your  letter,  which  began  with  **  lings.^' 
You  have  thirteen  in  all,  and  I  have  got  but  a  hui>- 
dred  and  sixty ;  a  trifle  !  find  me  ten  more  than 
mine,  and  I  will  give  you  ten  guineas  for  the  ele- 
venth. Mine  are  all  down,  and  only  twelve  which 
are  not  entered  in  a  letter,  which  I  will  send  you 
when  health  permits,  and  1  have  nothing  else  to  do, 
and  that  may  be  a  twelvemonth  hence,  if  my  disor^ 
der  will  let  me  hold  out  so  long.  You  were  born 
to  be  happy,  for  you  take  the  least  piece  of  good 
fortune  cheerfully.  I  suppose  your  arithmetic  is, 
that  three  boys  a  week  are  a  hundred  and  fifty  nine 
in  a  year  5  and  seven  guineas  a  week  are  three  hun- 
dred and  sixtyrfive  per  annum.  Can  you  reckon 
that  the  county,  and  the  next,  and  Dublin,  will  pro- 
vide you  with  thirty  lads  in  all,  and  good  pay,  of 
which  a  dozen  Shall  be  lodgers  ?  Does  the  cheap- 
ness of  things  answer  your  expectation  ?  Have  you 
sent  away  your  Iftte  younger-married  daughter? 
and  will  you  send  away  the  other  ?  Let  me  desire 
you  will  be  very  regular  in  your  accounts;  because 
a  very  hontet  friend  of  yours  and  mine  tells  me, 
that  with  all  your  honesty,  it  is  an  uneasy  thing 
to  have*  any  dealings  with  you  that  relate  to  ac- 

1|0L,^!KIX.  E 
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counts  by  your  frequent  forgetfulness  and  confu- 
sion :  for  you  have  no  notion  of  regularity :  and  I 
do  no:  wonder  at  it,  considering  the  scattered,  con- 
fused manner  in  which  you  have  lived.  Mrs  White- 
way  thanks  you  for  the  good  opinion  you  have  of 
her,  and  I*  know  she  always  loved  and  defended 
you.  -  I  cannot  tell  when  I  shall  be  able  to  travel ; 
I  have  three  other  engagements  on  my  hands,  but 
the  principal  is  to  see  the  bishop  of  Ossory.    Yet  I 
dread  the  lying  abroad  above  five  miles.     I  am 
never  well.     Some  sudden  turns  are   every   day 
threatening  me  with  a  giddy  fit ;  and  my  affairs  are 
terribly  embroiled.     1  have  a  scheme  of  living  with 
you,  when  the  college  green  club  is  to  meet ;  for  in 
these  times  I  detest  the  town,  and  hearing  the  fol- 
lies, corruptions,  and  slavish  practices  of  those  mis- 
representative  b'^utes ;  and  resolve,  if  I  can  stir,  to 
pass  that  whole  time  at  Bath  or  Cavan.     I  sny 
agajn,  keep  very  regular  accounts,  in  large  books, 
and  a  fair  hand :  not  like  me,  who  to  save  paper 
confuse  every  thing.  Your  mind  is  honest,  but  your 
memory  a  knave,  and  therefore  the  Scotch  mean  the 
same  thiujg  by  **  minding,"  that  we  do  by  "  re^ 
membering.'*     Sirrah,  said  I  to  a  Scotch  footman, 
why  did  not  you  go  that  errand  ?  Because  I  did  not 
"  mind"  it,  quoth  Sawny.    A  curse  on  these  twenty 
soldiers  drumming  through  my  liberty  twice  a-day, 
and  going  to  a  barrack*  the  government  hath 
placed  just  jander  my  nose,     I  think  of  a  line  in 
Virgil  Travesty.     *^  The  d^— 1   cut  their   yelping 
weasons."     We  expect  Lord  Orrery  and  Bishop 
Rundle  next  week.    This  letter  was  intended  fo» 


*  Afterwards  called  the  Piddle«goard,  and  kept  within  th^ 
}il}crties  of  St  Patrick's  to  suppre^  riots.-^F.  * 
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last  post,  but  interruptions  and  horses  hindered  it. 
Poor  Mrs  Acheson  is  relapsed  at  Grange,  and  worse 
than  ever;  I  was  there  yesterday  and  rpet  Dr  Hel- 
sham,  who  hopes  she  was  a  little  better.-—!  ti.  Here 
has  nobody  been  hanged,  married,  or  dead  that  1 
hear  of :  Dr  Grattan  is  confined  by  a  boil ;  if  you 
ask  him  where,  he  will  sell  you  a  bargain.  My  chief 
country  companion  now  is  Philosopher  Webster : 
for  the  Grattans  and  Jacksons  are  neither  to  be 
found  at  home  or  abroad,  except  Robin,  who  can- 
not stir  3-  foot.r 
*  '  JoN.  Sw^T. 


f 


FROM  LADY  BETTY  GERMAIN. 

-* 

July  11, 1736. 

Since,  it  seems,  my  lettQfs  are  not  for  your  own 
perusal,  but  kept  for  a  female  cousin,  to  her  this 
ought  to  be  addressed ;  only  that  I  am  not  yet  in 
spirits  to  joke.  I  did  not  do  so  ill  by  your  request, 
as  you  apprehended  by  my  letter,  for  I  spoke  to  the 
duke  much  sooner  than  I  told  you  I  should,  and 
did  so  as  soon  as  it  was  possible  for  me,  or  as  soon 
as  I  could  have  sent  it.  But  my  answer  was,  that 
he  had  theft  moment  received  £|.  letter  from  Lord 
Orrery,  %ifli  the  tnost  pressing  instances  for  a  de- 
serving Iriend  of  his,  that  the  duke  could  not  refuse; 
especially  as  my  Lord  Orrery  had  been  most  ex- 
tfemely  obliging,  and,  for  this  whole  session,  ne- 
glected no  opportunity  to  endeavour  to  make  his  ad- 
ministration easy ;  though,  at  the  same  time  he  as- 
sured me,  he  would  otherwise  have,  been  very  glad 
to  oblige  you;  and  does  agree,  that  the  gentleman 
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you  recommended  is  a  rery  deserving  one  also.  AU 
this  you  should  have  known  before,  had  I  beea 
able  to  write;  but  I  have  been  laid  up  with  the 
gout  in  my  hand  and  foot,  and  thought  it  not  ne- 
cessary to  make  use  of  a  secretary,  since  I  had  no« 
thing  more  pleasing  to  tell  you.  I  shall  always  be 
extremely  willing  to  be  employed  by  you  to  him  j 
nor  do  I  make  any  question  but  you  will  always 
recommend  the  worthy,  as  it  is  for  your  own  1k>- 
nour  as  well  as  his.  No  more  will  I  agree,  that  you 
never  did  prevail,  on  any  one  occasion ;  because  the 
very  first  you  did  employ  me  about,  was  instantly 
complied  ivith,  though  against  a  rule  he  thought 
right,  and  I  knew  before  he  had  set  himself. 

Lady  Suffolk  is  now  at  Spa,  with  my  brother 
George,  for  her  health ;  and  as  I  shall  go,  for  my 
own,  to  the  Bath  in  September,  I  fear  we  shall  not 
4neet  this  great  while.  And  now  I  must  finish  this 
long  letter,  which  has  not  been  quite  easy  to  write, 
being  still  your  gouty,  but  faithful  humble  servant 


FROM  DR  SHERIDAN. 

July  20, 1T3(J. 
Dear  Sir, 
I  RECEIVED  yours  some  day  or  oth«  this  week, 
by  the  hands  of  Mrs  Donaldson,  who  has  ipade  affi- 
davit before  our  town  magistrate,  that  I  never  bor- 
rowed a  fly  of  her  in  my  life  5  and  I  have  likewise 
deposed  upon  oath,  that  I  caught  the  fly  perched 
upon  a  rose  tree  in  my  own  garden  :  and  I  would 
have  yott  to  know,  that  I  have  above  four  hundred 
thousana  of  the  same  specitg;  for  I  counted  them 
last  Sunday.    If  you  will  not  believe  me,  pray  coine 
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Awn  and  see.  Mr  Jones  has  yottr  six  hundred  and 
sixty  ponnds  ready,  but  can  get  no  bills  to  remit  it. 
I  beseech  you  lose  no  time ;  for  he  is  uneasy  abotit 

If  you  put  off  the  time  of  coming  down  longer, 
you  will  lose  the  best  ^ngs  em  country  can  afford. 
The  ladies  are  full  of  your  coming ;  viz. 


My  wife,* 

Two  Ladies  Lanesborongh, 

Mrs  Maxwell, 

Mrs  Fitzmaarlce, 

Mrs  Borty 

Mrs  Hamiltoii^ 

Mrs  Sanderson, 

Mrs  Nubnrgb, 

Mrs  Cromer, 

Mrs  White, 

Mrs  NesbHt, 

Her  five  dangbters, 

Mrs  Stephens, 

Mrs  and  Miss  Clement^ 

MrsTigbe, 

Mis  Coote, 

Miss  Pratt, 

Mrs  Fitzherbert, 


Mrs  Jones, 

Beaa^  Copeland, 

Miss  Brooke,  1,  9,  3,  4,  &c. 

All  yooT  Caraa  mistiesses. 
Newt. 

Doctor  Thompson's  siralil 
almost  cudgelled  him  te 
death  going  from  a  chris« 
tening* 

Cekme^  Nabnrgh^s  fine-  mA* 
ed  market  house,  quite  &m 
nished  with  a  grand  cupohi 
on  the  top,  fen  flat  to  tiie 
earth.  It  is  now  begun  irp« 
on  again.   8k  irmsM  gh^ 


GtotLse  pouts. 

Fine  troutB, 

Right  Tenison, 

For  my  beoison. 
Leate  your  stinking  town  in  haste, 
For  you  haTe  no  ttoie  to  waste. 

Let  me  know  what  day  I  shall  meet  you.    Price 
and  I  will  stretch  to  Virginia.    That  all  happiness 


«  Wte^  qiyy  Oe  by,  kated  Ar  Swift  above  aU  the 
-.D.S. 
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may  for  ever  attend  you  is  the  sincere  wish  o^ 
dear  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  ser- 
vant, 

Thomas  Shsridak. 


FROM  DR  SHERIDAN.  * 

July  31, 1^36* 
Dear  Sir, 

I  WENT  to  Belturbet  immediately  upon  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  letter,  and  found  Mr  Jones  ready  for 
Mr  Henry's  draught,  and  glad  of  it :  and  so  am  I — 
But  you  are  a  very  fine  lawyer  in  calling  your  deed 

of  sale  a  mortgage Instead  of  cancelling  there  is 

more  to  be  done :  you  must  not  only  cancel,  but 
you  must  reconvey  to  me,  in  a  formal  manner  as  if 
you  sold  to  me-^Pray  ask  advice,  and  do  not  do 
things  hand  overhead,  as  you  were  going  to  do  (ob- 
serve my  style*)  like  me.  If  I  had  not  sworn  ne- 
ver to  set  my  foot  in  Dublin,  except  I  were  to  pass 
through  it  for  England, f  I  would  go  thither  next  va- 
cation ;  but  I  have  sworn  solemnly  I  will  not — If  I 
had  my  few  friends  out  of  it,  I  would  not  care  that 
all  the  rest  were  petrified. 

Now  you  must  know  that  I  forbid  you  the  town 
of  Cavan  as  strenuously  as  I  invited  you  to-it ;  for 
the  small-pox  is  the  broom  of  death  at  present,  and 


*  This  was  exactly  Swift's  style  to  Sheridan  upon  many  oc- 
casions ;  and- now  Sheridan,  in  his  pleasant  manner,  returns  the 
compliment — H. 

f  Sheridan  ne?er  crossed  the  Channel  to  Engfatnd  in  his  whole 
lifew— fl. 
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sweeps  us  off  here  by  dozens* — I  never  had  it, 
which  gives  me  some  little  palpitations,  but  no  great 
fear.  As  soon  as  I  can  get  five  hundred  pounds  in 
my  pocket,  to  make  a  figure  with,  I  may  perhaps 
honour  your  metropolis  with  my  presence ;  and 
thd.t  may  be  sooner  than  you  imagine,  for  I  have  a 
guinea,  a  moidore,  a  cobb,  and  two  Manks  pence 
towards  it  already. — You  may  think  I  swagger,  but 
as  I  hope  to  be  saved  it  is  true. 

How  grieved  I  am  that  I  am  out  of  the  way  while 
Doctor  King  is  ia  Dublin.  I  wish  With  all  my 
soul  he  would  take  a  frolic  to  come  hither,  because 
he  would  cost  me  no  wine,  and  I  have  the  best 
water  in  Ireland. 

My  collection  of  witty  sayings,  &c.  is  finished, 
if  I  had  any  friends  to  recommend  them.  The  beSt 
wares  of  that  kind  will  not  go  off  otherwise.  Doctor 
King  promised  me  his  friendship  at  Oxford.  .  If  you 
would  speak  a  kind  word  to  the  public  in  their 
behalf,  I  know  they  would  bring  ttie  in  Uurgenty 
which  I  now  want  as  much  as  I  formerly  did  the 
gift  of  retention,  when  I  had  enough.  But-^That 
—is — neither— here — nor  there — 
•  My  son— -I  c^n  affirm  is  thoroughly  reformed ; 
and,  as  an  argument  of  it,  I  must  acquaint  you  that 
his  mother  finds  fault  with  every  thing  he  does. 

My  son — is  so  far  poisoned  by  the  serpent  his 
mother,  that  I  cannot  get  him  home,  although  I 
sent  horses  for  him.     ****** 

May  all  happiness  attend  you,  is  the  sincere  wish 
of,  dear  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

Thomas  Sheridan. 

*  Swift  had  always  a  deep  horror  for  this  disorder^  whlcti 
since  his  time  has  beea  so  effectually  disarmed. 
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FROM  LADY  HOWTH. 

August  0^  17K 

I  Da  not  know  how  this  letter  may  be  received, 
since  I  never  he^  the  favour  of  an  answer  to  my 
last.     I  impute  it  to  the  neglect  of  the  post,  or  any 
thing  rather  than  to  think  I  am  forgot  by  my  old 
friend.     I  am  now  in  Connaught,  where  I  assure 
you  I  spend  the  least  of  my  time  at  cards.     I  sua 
on  horseback  ahnost  every  day  to  view  the  beauties 
of  Connaught,  where  I  am  told  you  have  beea.     I 
live  greatly  under  ground ;  for  I  view  all  the  places 
under  ground.    I  make  nothing  of  going  down  sixty 
steps.     I  really  think,  could  you  lend  me  a  little  of 
your  brains,  I  should  be  able  to  come  nigh  Addison 
in  several  of  his  descriptions  of  Italy  ;  for  upon  my 
word  I  think  there   are  several  very  remarkable 
things.     As  you  took  a  journey  last  winter  to  Ca- 
van*  my  lord  and  I  hope  you  will  take  one  to  the 
county  of  Kilkenny  this  winter,  where  we  assure 
you  of  a  hearty  welcome.     I  must  now  be  trouble- 
some to  you ;  but  Lord  Athunry  begged  I  would 
write  to  you  in  favour  of  a  young  gentleman,  one 
Mr  Ireland,  who  was  usher  to  Mr  Garnett,  school- 
master of  Tipperary.     Mr  Garnett  died  lately  :  he 
has  given  Mr  Ireland  a  very  good  certificate,  and 
jmost  of  the  gentlemen  in  and  about  Tipperary  have 
recommended  Mr  Ireland  to  succeed  Mr  Garnett  r 
as  you  are  one  of  the  governors  of  that  school,  I 
hope  you  will  do  Mr  Ireland  all  the  service  you 
can,  which  will  very  much  oblige  me.     Since  I  be- 
gan this  there  came  in  a  trout :  it  was  so  large  that 
we  had  it  weighed  ^  it  was  a,yard  and  four  inches 
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long,  twenty-tferee  incbes  round;  his  jaw-bone  eight 
inches  long,  and  he  weighed  thirty-fire  pound  and 
a  half.  My  lord  and  I  stood  by  to  see  it  measured. 
I  believe  1  have  tired  jrour  patience ;  so  beg  leave  to 
tesure  you  I  am 

Your  aflfectionate  friend  and  humble  servant, 

L.  HOWTH. 

IXrect  to  me  at  Ttirlaghvltn,  near  Tuam,    My  lord 
begs  you  would  accept  of  his  compliments. 


FROM  THOMAS  CARTE,  ESQ.  ♦ 

August  11,  173iJ. 

Sir, 

Having  at  last,  after  a  long  application  and  in 
the  midst  of  sharp  rheumatic  pains,  the  effects  of  a 
sedentary  life,  finished  **  my  History  of  the  Life  of 
the  first  Duke  of  Ormond,  and  of  the  Affairs  of 
Ireland  in  his  Time,'^  I  here  send  you  a  copy  of 
that  work,  of  which  I  beg  your  acceptance.  I  have 
endeavoured  to  follow  the  instructions  you  gave  me, 
and  hope  I  have  done  so  in  some  measure.  If*^il 
have  your  approbation  in  any  degree,  it  will  be  so 
much  to  my  satisfaction. 

It  hath  been  a  long  subject  of  complaint  in  Eng- 
land, that  no  history  has  yet  been  wrote  of  it  upon 
authentic  and  proper  materials;  and  even  those 
who  have  taken  notice  of  the  military  actions  of  our 
anciestors,  have  yet  left  the  civil  history  of  the  king* 
dom  (the  most  instructive  of  any)  untouched,  for 

'   <  ■    "^  t 

*  The  welUtaown  historian. 
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want  of  a  proper  knowledge  of  the  antiquitiei^^ 
usages,  laws  and  constitutions  of  this  nation.  .Rapin 
de  Thoirasi  the  last  writer,  was  a  foreigner,  utterly 
ignorant  in  these  respects :  and,  writing  his  history 
abroad,  had  no  means  of  clearing  up  any  difficulties 
that  he  met  with  therein.  He  made,  indeed,  some 
use  ^f  Rymer's  Foedera :  but  his  ignorance  of  *our 
customs  suffered  him  to  fall  into  gross  mistakes,  for 
want  of  understanding  the  phraseology  of  acts,  which 
have  reference  to  our  particular  customs.  Besides, 
Rymer's  collection  contains  only  such  treaties  as 
were  enrolled  in  the  Tower,  or  in  the  rolls  of  chan- 
cery; he  knew  nothing  of  such  as  were  enrolled 
in  the  exchequer,  and  of  the  public  treaties  with  fo- 
reign princes  enrolled  in  this  latter  office.  I  have  now 
a  list  of  above  four  hundred  by  me.  Rymer  never 
made  use  of  that  vast  collection  of  materials  for  an 
English  history,  which  is  preserved  in  the  Cotton 
library :  nor  ever  consulted  any  journal  of  our  privy 
council,  whenever  he  refers  to  any,  still  quoting  Bi- 
shop Burnet  for  his  author.  He  never  read  the. 
rolls  of  parliament,  nor  any  journal  of  either  house, 
where  the  chief  affairs  within  the  nadosi  are  trans- 
acted ;  and  did  not  so  much  as  know  there  was  such 
a^place  as  the  paper-office,  where  all  the  letters  of 
the  English  ambassadors  abroad,  and  all  the  dis- 
patches of  our  secretaries  of  state  at  home,  from  the 
time  of  Ecjward  the  Fourth  to  the  revolution  (since 
which  the  secretaries  have  generally  carried  away 
their  papers)  are  kept  in  a  good  method,  and  with 
great  regularity;  so  that  he  wanted  likewise  the 
best  materials  for  an  account  of  our  foreign  affairs. 
These  defects  have  made  several  of  our  nobility  and 
gentry  desire  a  new  history  to  be  wrote,  in  which, 
^e  abovementioned,  aiid  other  materials  as  authen- 
tic as  they,  may  be  made  use  of^    They  have  proN- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


EPISTOLARY  CORRESPONDENCB.  15 

posed  it  to  me,  and  my  objections  regarding  the 
vastness  of  the  expence  as  well  as  labour,  that,  to 
satisfy  myself,  I  must  have  all  materials  by  me^  not 
only  copies  out  of  our  records,  journals,  &c.  in  Eng- 
land; but  even  copies  of  negotiations  of  foreign 
ambassadors  at  this  court  (e.  g.  of  the  French ;  all 
the  negotiations  and  letters  of  v^hich,  for  two  hun- 
dred years  past,  I  know  where  to  have  copied)  they 
have  proposed  a-  subscription  of  a  thousand  a  year, 
for  as  many  years  as  the  work  will  require,  to  de^ 
fray  this  expence.  The  subscription  is  begun,  and 
will  (I  believe)  be  completed  this  winter;  and  then 
that  work  will  employ  all  my  time.  One  advantage 
I  already  find  from  the  vei*y  talk  of  this  design, 
having  fcwgen  offered  several  collections  and  memoirs 
of  particular  pei-sons,  considerable  in  their  time, 
which  I  did  not  know  were  in  being,  and  which 
woukl  else  no  part  of  them  ever  see  the  light :  and 
the  manner  of  the  history's  being  carried  on,  will 
probably  make  every  body  open  their  stores. 

This  is  one  reason,  among  many  others,  which 
makes  me  very  desirous  of  having  your  judgment  of 
the  work  I  have  now  published,  and  that  you  would 
|ioint  out  to  vc^  such  faults  as  I  would  fain  correct 
in  my  designed  work.  It  will  Se  a  very  particular 
favour  to  a  person  who  is,  with  the  greatest  esteem 

and  respect,  Sir,  your  very  obliged  and  obedient 

servant, 

Thomas  Carte. 

*         *  ' 

Mr  Awnshaw's,  in  Red  Lion  Court  in  Fleet  Street, 
London. 
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DR  SHERIDAN  TO  MRS  WHITEWAY. 

Cavan,  August  14,  173II* 
Dbab  Madam^ 

Yoim  account  of  the  Dean  gives  me  nmck  gri^f. 
I  hope  in  God  he  will  disappoint  all  his  friends'  fears, 
and  his  enemies'  hopes.  Nothii^  can*  be  a  grealer 
affiidion  to  me  than  my  distance  from  him ;  and^ 
what  is  full  as  bad,  my  bein^:  so  near  to  one  who 
has  beeft  the  occasion  of  it.  V'ery  rich  folks  in  my 
debt  have  made  such  apologies  for  non-payment,  that 
I  now  feel  for  Irelaiul,  but  much  more  for  myself^ 
because  I  was  in  hopes  of  being  s^le  to  make  my 
appearance  in  Dublin  with  a  good  grace~-namely, 
to  pay  sCMcne  debts,  which  I  cannot. 

My  poor  Lady  Mountcashell  I^s  a  right  to  a  yi« 
sit  from  me ;  and  thither  I  will  venture  for  a  day 
and  a  night — and  I  will  venture  to  the  deanery  for 
another.  I  could  wish  the  best  friend  I  had  in 
the  worM  (you  may  guess  who  I  mean)  ai^  am 
s«ire  is  so  still,  would  take  a  little  of  Ihy  advice—' 
You  may  depend  upon  this,  it  should  be  all  for  my 
own  advantage. 

Now  I  have  done  raving — ^T  must  turn  my  pen 
which  is  my  tongue's  representative,  against  you  for 
a  while,  because  I  am  certain  it  might  be  in  your 
power  to  paint  my  Siberia  so  agreeably  to  the  Dean, 
as  to  send  him  hither  while  our  good  weather  lasted. 
My  new  kitchen  is  disappcnnled ;  so  is  my  gravd 
wdk ;  but  what  is  worse,  his  only  favourite,  my  rib 
— ^who  dreamed  with  great  pleasure  that  h^  would 
never  come.  I  am  sorry  she  is  disappointed;  for  I 
fim  certain  she  would  run  away  if  he  had  come-— 
God  forgive  him  for  not  doing  it — I  will  make  aU 
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die  haste  I  can  oat  of  this  Hell ;  and  I  hope  my 
friends,  (I  beg  pardon,  I  mean  my  friend)  will  cast 
about  a  little  for  me — ^if  he  does  not,  I  will  try 
England,  where  the  predominant  phrase  is,  down 
with  the  Irish.  I  will  say  no  more,  but  tell  you 
thqt  you  are  a  false  mistress ;  and  if  yon  do  not 
behavtbyonrself  better,  I  will  choose  another.  In 
the  mean  time  God  bless  you  and  my  dearest  friend 
the  Dean.  I  am,  notwithstanding  all  your  upbraid- 
iBgs,  dear  M^dam,  your  most  obedient  humble  ser- 
vant, 

Thomas  Shbbidan. 


FROM  MR  POPE. 


Aagust  17,  1736. 

*I  FIND,  though  I  have  less  experience  than  you, 
the  truth  of  what  you  told  me  some  time  ago,  that 
iiv:rease  of  years  makes  men  mom  talkative  but  less 
writativei  to  that  degree,  that  I  now  write  no  letters 
but  of  plain  business,  or  plain  how-d*yes,  to  those 
few  I  am  forced  to  correspond  with,  either  out  of 
necessity,  or  love,  and  I  grow  laconic  even  beyond 

.  laconism ;  for  sometimes  I  return  only  yes,  or  no, 
to  questionary  or  petitionary  epistles  of  half  a  yard 
long.  You  and  Lord  Bolingbroke  are  the  only  men 
to  whom  I  write,  and  alway^n  folio^.  You  are  in- 
deed almost  the  only  men  I  know,  who  either  can 

^  write  jii^hiilage,  or  whose  writings  will  reach  the 
next ;  others  are  mere  mortals.  Whatever  failings 
«ueh  men  may  have,  a  respect  is  due  to  them,  as 
4uinin«i6s  whose  exaltation  renders  their  motion  it 
-little  inWgular>  or  rather  causes  it  to  seem  so  to 
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Others.     I  am  afraid  to  censure  any  thing  I  hear  of 
Dean  Swift,  because  I  hear  it  only  from  mortals, 
blind  and  dull;  and  you  should  be  cautious  of  cen- 
suring any  action  or  motion  of  Lord  B.  because  you 
hear  it  only  from  shallow,  envious,  or  malicious 
reporters.     What  you  writ  to  me  about  him  I  find 
to  my  great  scandal  repeated  in  one  of  yours  to 
-r^ — .     Whatever  you  might  hint  to  me,  was  this 
for  the  profane  ?  the  thing,  if  true,  should  be  con- 
cealed*; but  it  is  I  assure  you  absolutely  untrue,  in 
every  circumstance.     He  has  fixed  in  a  very  agree- 
able retirement  near  Fontainbleau,   and  makes  it 
his  whole  business  vacare  Uteris.     But  tell  me  the 
truth,  were  you  not  angry  at  his  omitting  to  write 
to  you  so  long?     I  may,  for  T  hear  from  him  seU 
domer  than  from  you,  that  is  twice  or  thrice  a  year 
at  most.     Can  you  possibly  think  he  can  neglect 
you,  or  disregard  yoii?     If  you  catch  yourself  at 
thinking  such  nonsense,  your  parts  are  decayed. 
For  believe  me,  great  geniuses  must  and  do  esteem 
one  another,  and  I  question  if  any  others  can  esteem 
or  comprehend    uncommon   merit.      Others   only 
guess  at  that  merit,  or  see  glimmerings  of  their 
mipds:  a  genius  has  the  intuitive  faculty:  there- 
fore imagine  what  you  will,  you  cannot  be  so  sure 
of  any  map's  esteem  as  of  his.     If  I  can  think  that 
neither  he  nor  you  despise  me,  it  is  a  greater  ho- 
nour to  me  by  far,  and  will  be  thought  so  by  poste- 
rity, than  if  all  the  house  of  lords  writ  commenda- 
tory verses  upon  me,  the  commons  ordered  m«  to 


♦  One  of  Bolingbrokc's  Letters  to  Sir  Charles  Wyndham 
seems  to  explain  this  circumstance,  vfrittennxt-  the  same  year^  in 
iiFhich  be  says,  ^^  it  is  reported  amovg^  J^^i/i^^^  ^  B^t^'  ^^^  ^^ 
ladon  here,"  &c. — Bowli  s. 
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print  my  works,  the  •universities  gave  me  public 
thanks,  and  the  king,  queen,  and  prince  crowned 
me  with  laurel.  You  are  a  very  ignorant  man  :  you 
do  not  know  the  figure  his  name  and  yours  will  make 
hereafter :  I  do,  and  will  preserve  all  the  memorials 
I  can,  that  I  was  of  your  intimacy ;  longo^  sed 
proximusy  intervallo.  I  will  not  quarrel  with  the 
present  age  ;  it  has  done  enough  for  me,  in  making 
and  keeping  you  two  my  friends.  Do  not  you  be 
too  angry  at  it,  and  let  not  him  be  too  angry  at  it , 
it  has  done,  and  can  do,  neither  of  you  any  manner 
of  harm,  as  long  as  it  has  not,  aud  cannot  burn  your 
works :  while  those  subsist,  you  will  both  appear 
the  greatest  men  of  the  time,  in  spite  of  priuees  and 
idinisters ;  and  the  wisest,  in  spite  of  all  the  little 
errors  you  may  please  to  commit. 

Adieu.  May  better  health  attend  you,  than  I 
fear  you  possess ;  may  but  as  good  health  attend 
you  always  as  mine  is  at  present ;  tolerable,  whea 
an  easy  mind  is  joined  with  it. 


FROM  MRS  PENDARVES. 

Sept.  2,  1736. 

Sir, 
I  NEv^R  will  accept  of  the  writ,  of  ease  you 
threaten  me  with ;  do  not  flatter  yourself  with  any 
such  hopes :  I  receive  too  many  advantages  from  ■ 
your  letters  to  drop  a  correspondence  of  such  con- 
scijuence  to  me.  I  am  really  grieved  that  you  are 
so  much  persecuted  with  a  giddiness  in  your  head  : 
the  Bath  and  travelling  would  certainly  be  of  use  to 
you.    Your  want  of  spirits  is  a  new  complaint,  and 
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what  will  not  only  afflict  yaur  particular  friends^ 
but  every  one  that  has  the  happiness  of  your  ac-» 
quaintance.  I  am  uneasy  to  know  how  you  do, 
and  have  no  other  means  for  that  satisfaction,  but 
from  your  own  hand^  most  of  my  Dublin '  corres* 
pondents  being  removed  to  Cork,  to  Wicklow 
mountains,  and  the  Lord  knows  where.  I  should 
have  made  this  inquiry  sooner,  but  that  I  have 
this  summer  undertaken  a  work  that  has  given  me 
full  employment,  which  is  making  a  grotto  in 
Sir  John  Stanley's  garden  at  North  Ead;  it  ifr 
chiefly  composed  of  shells  I  had  from  Irdand. 
My  life,  for  two  months  past,1  has  been  very  like 
a  hermit's ;  I  have  had  all  the  comforts  of  life  but 
society,  and  have  found  living  quite  alone  a  plea^ 
santer  thing  than  I  imagined.  The  hours  I  could 
spend  in  reading  have  been  entertained  by  Rollings 
History  of  the  Ancients,  in  French.  I  am  very 
well  pleased  with  it;  and  think  your  Annibals, 
Scipios,  and  Cyruses,  prettier  fellows  than  are  to  be 
met  with  now-a-doys.  Painting  and  music  have 
had  their  share  in  my  amusements.  I  rose  between 
five  and  six,  and  went  to  bed  at  eleven.  I  would 
not  tell  you  so  much  about  myself,  if  I  had  any 
thing  to  tell  you  of  other  people.  I  came  to  town 
the  night  before  last ;  and  if  it  does  not,  a  few  days 
hence,  appear  better  to  me  than  at  present,  I  shall 
return  to  my  solitary  cell.  Sir  John  Stanley  has 
been  all  the  summer  at  Tunbridge. 

I  suppose  yon  may  have  heard  of  Mr  Pope's 
accident;  which  had  like  to  have  proved  a  very 
fatal  one ;  he  was  leading  a  young  lady  into  a  boat, 
from  his  own  stairs,  her  foot  missed  the  side  of.  the 
boat,  she  fell  into  the  water,  and  pulled  Mr  Pope 
after  her;  the  boat  slipped  away,  and  they  were 
immediately  out  of  their  depth,  and  it  was  with 
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sdme  difficulty  they  were  saved.  The  young  lady^s 
name  is  Talbot;  she  is  as  remarkable  for  being  a 
handsome  woman,  as  Mr  Pope  is  for  wit.  I  think 
I  cannot  give  you  a  higher  notion  of  her  beau^, 
unless  I  had  named  you,  instead  of  him.  I  shall 
be  impatient  till  I  hear  from  you  again ;  being, 
with  great  sincerity,  Sir^  your  most  faithful  humble 
servant, 

M.  Pbndarvbs. 

P.  S.  I  forgot  to  answer,  on  the  other  ^ide,  that 
part  of  your  letter  that  concerns  my  sister.  I  do 
not  know  whether  you  would  like  her  person  as 
well  as  mine,  beefijuse  ^ekness  has  faded  her 
complexion;  but  it  is  greatly  my  interest  not 
to  bring  you  acquainted  with  her  mind,  for  that 
would  prove  a  potent  rival ;  and  nothing  but  your 
partiality  to  me  as  an  older  acquaintance  could 
make  you  give  me  the  preference. 

I  beg  my  particular  oompliments  to  Dr  Delany.* 
Sir  John  Stanley  says,  if  you  have  not  forgot  him, 
he  desires  to  be  remembered  as  your  humble 
servant. 


'      .    TO  MR  NICHOLLS. 

Sib, 
You  attended  a  monstrous  haunch  of  venison  t6 
the  deanery ;  and  if  you  and  Mrs  NichoUs  do  not 


*  Whom  Mrs  Petdartee  afterwards  married. 
VOL.  XIX.  F 
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attend  it  again  to-morow,  it  shall  be  thrdwn  intothe 
streets;  therefore  all  excuses  must  be  laid  aside. 
Mrs  White  way  and  I  shall  be  all  your  company, 
and  I  will  give  you  a  pot  of  ale  to  relish  it. 

I  am,  with  true  esteem.  Sir,  your  most  ol^edient 
humble  servant, 

J.  Swift. 
Deaaery.HoQse,  Sept.  6,  1736. 

Monday  morning.  * 

Name  your  most  convenient  hour  to  dine,  and  do 
not  say,  when  you  please. 


FROM  DR  SHERIDAN. 

September  15,  1736* 
Dear  Sir, 
I  received  a  letter  from  Mr  Henry  by  the  last 
post,  wherein  he  tells  me  that  the  six  hundred  and 
^ixty  pounds  were  short  by  eight  pounds  of  your 
principal,  and  that  you  expected  I  should  send  you 
my  promissory  note  for  that,  and  the  interest  of 
your  money,  which  I  will  do  most  willingly^  when 
you  let  me  know  whether  you  will  charge  me  five  or 
six  per  cent,  that  I  may  draw  my  note  accordingly. 
Indeed  if  you  pleased,  or  would  vouchsafe,  or  con- 
descend, or  think  proper,  I  would  rather  that  you 
would,  I  mean  should  charge  only  five  per  cent. 
because  I  might  be  sooner  able  to  pay  it.  Upon 
second  thoughts,  mine  eyes  being  very  sore  with 
weeping  for  my  wife,  you  may  let  Mrs  Whiteway 
know  (to  whom  pray  present  my  love  and  best 
respects)  that  I  have  made  an  experiment  of  the 
lake-water,  which  I  sent  for,  upon  myself  only 
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twice,  before  my  optics  became  as  clear  as  ever; 
for  which  reason  I  sent  for  a  dozen  bottles  of  it  for 
Miss  Harrison,  to  brighten  her  stars  to  the  ruin  of 
all  beholders.  Remember  if  she  turns  basilisk,  ths^t 
her  mother  is  the  cause.  TuUy  the  carrier  (not 
Tully  tTie  orator)  is  to  leave  this  to-morrow  (if  he 
does)  by  whom  I  shall  send  you  a  quarter  of  my 
own  small  mutton,  and  about  six  quarts  of  nuts  to 
my  mistress*  in  Abbey  Street,  with  a  fine  pair  of 
Cavan  nutcrackers  to  save  her  white  teeth ;  and 
yours  too,  if  she  will  deign  to  lend  them  to  you* 
I  would  advise  you  to  keep  in  with  that  same  lady, 
as  you  value  my  friendship  (which  is  your  best  fea- 
ther) otherwise  you  must  forgive  me  if  my  affec- 
tions shall  withdrgjv^jyith  h^rs.  Alas,  my  long 
evenings  are  coming  on,  bad  weather,  and  confine- 
ment. 

Somebody  told  me  (but  I  forget  who)  that 
Mrs  Whiteway  rid  your  mare  at  the  Curragh, 
and  won  the  plate  j  but  surely  she  would  not  carry 
the  frolick  so  far.  They  say  the  primate's  lady  f 
rid  iigainst  her ;  and  that  Mrs  Whiteway,  by  way 
of  weight,  C2|.rried  the  Bishop  of  Down  and  Con- 
nor behind  her.  Pray  let  me  know  the  truth  of 
this. 

Mr  Faulkner  writ  to  me  for  some  poems  of  yours 
which  I  have.  I  am  collecting  them  as  fast  as  I  can 
from  among  my  papers ;  and  he  shall  have  them  in 
a  post  or  two,  so  please  to  tell  him. 

Three  old  wonneii  were  lately  buried  at  the  foot 
of  our  steaeple  here ;  and  so  strong  was  the  fermenta- 
tion of  their  carcases,  that  our  steeple  has  -visibly 


•  Mrs  Whiteway D.  S. 

+  Mrs  Boulter  the  primate's  lady  was  very  lasty-i-D.  S.^ 
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'grown  forty  foot  higher;  and  what  is  wonderful, 
above  twenty  small  ones  are  grown  out  of  its  sides. 
What  surprises  me  most  is,  that  the  bell-rope  is  not 
one  foot  higher  from  the  ground.  Be  so  good  as  to 
communicate  this  to  the  provost  of  the  college,  or 
Archdeacon  Whittingham,  or  Archdeacon  Wall.  I 
would  be  glad  to  have  all  or  either  of  their  opinions, 
as  they  are  the  chief  virtuosi  in  this  kingdom. 

I  wish  you  all  happiness,  and  hope  you  will  out- 
live every  en^my,  and  then  we  may  hope  our 
church  and  kingdom  will  flourish,  and  so  will 
Your  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

Thomas  Shebidan. 


TO  MR  RICHARDSON*. 

Dublin,  Oct.  23,  1736. 
Sir, 
I  HAD  the  favour  of  a  letter  from  you  about  two 
months  ago ;  but  I  was  then,  and  have  been  ^most 
ever  since,  in  so  ill  a  state  of  health,  and  lowness  of 
spirits,  that  I  was  not  able  to  acknowledge  it;  and 
it  is  not  a  week  since  I  ventured  to  write  to  an  old 
friend  upon  a  business  of  importance.  I  have  long 
heard  of  you  and  your  character;  which,  as  I  am 
certain  was  true,  so  it  was  very  advantageous,  and 
gave  me  a  just  esteem  of  you,  Which  your  friendly 
letter  has  much  increased.  I  owe  you  many  thanks 
for  your  goodness  to  MrWarburton  and  his  widow. 


*  Of  Saxmnerseat)  Bear  Colranc* 
11 
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I  h;atd  lately  a  letter  from  her,  wherein  she  tells  m# 
of  the  good  office  you  have  done  her.  I  would  be 
glad  to  know  whether  she  has  been  left  in  a  capacity 
of  living  in  any  comfortable  way,  and  able  to  pro- 
vide for  her  children;  for  I  am  told  her  husbalsd, 
left  her  some.  He  served  once  a  cure  of  mine  i  bttt 
I  came  over  to  settle  here  upon  the  queen*s  deaths 
when  consequently  all  my  credit  was  gone,  except , 
with  the  late  primate,  who  had  many  obligations  to 
me,  and  on  wljom  I  prevailed  to  give  that  living,  to 
Mr  Warburton,  and  make  him  surrogate,  which  he 
lost  in  a  little  time.  Alderman  Barber  waa  my 
old  acquaintance.  I  got  him  two  Or  three  employ- 
ments when  I  had  credit  with  the  queen's  ministers; 
but  upon  her  majesty's  death  he  was  stripped  <rf 
tbent  all.  However,,  joining  with  Mr  Gumley, 
they  both  entered  into  the  South  Sea  scheme^  and 
the  alderman  grew  prodigiously  rich:  but  by  pur- 
suing too  far,  he  lost  two-thirds  of  his  gains.  How- 
ever, he  bought  a  house  with  somte  acres  near  Rich- 
mond, and  another  in  London,  and  kept  fifty  thou- 
sand pounds,  which  enabled  him  to  make  a  figure 
in  the  city, — ^This  is  a  short  history  of  the  aldei^ 
man^  who,  in  spile  of  his  tory  principles,  got 
through  all  the  honours  of  liondon.  I  cannot  tell 
whether  his  office  of  governor  of  your  society  •  be 
for  his  life,  or  only  annual ;  I  suppose  you  can  in- 
form me. 

Yotlr  invitation  is  friendly  and  gehM'dus,  and 
what  I  would  be  gla^  to  accept,  if  it  wefe  possible; 
out.  Sir,  I  have  not  an  ounce  of  flesh  about  me,  and 
cannot  ride  above  a  dozen  miles  in  a  day,  without 


*  The  Londonderry  Society,  of  which  Mr  Richardson  was 
a««nt.       ^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


86  EPISTOLARY  CORRESPONDENCE. 

lieiQg  sore  and  bruised  and  spent.  My  head  is 
every  day  more  or  less  disordered  by  a  giddiness ; 
yet  I  ride  the  strand  here  constantly  when  fair 
weather  invites  me.  But  if  I  live  till  spring  next, 
and  have  any  remainder  of  health,  I  determine  to 
venture,  although  I  have  some  objections.  I  do  not 
doubt  your  good  cheer  and  welcome ;  but  you  brag 
too  much  of  the  prospects  and  situations.  Dare 
you  pretend  to  vie  with  the  county  of  Armagh, 
which,  excepting  its  cursed  roads^  and  want  of 
downs  to  ride  on,  is  the  best  part  I  have  seen  of 
Ireland  ?  I  own  you  engage  for  the  roads  from  hence 
to  your  house ;  but  where  am  I  to  ride  after  rainy 
weather?  Here  I  have  always  a  strand  or  a  turnpike 
for  four  or  five  miles.  Your  being  a  bachelor  pleases 
me  well ;  and  as  to  neighboujrs,  considering  the  race 
of  squires  in  Ireland,  I  had  rather  be  without  them. 
If  you  have  books  in  large  print,  or  an  honest  parson 
with  comoion  sense,  I  desire  no  more  But  here  is 
an  interval  of  above  six  months ;  and  in  the  mean 
time  God  knows  what  will  become  of  me,  and  per- 
haps of  the  kingdom,  for  I  think  we  are  going  to 
ruin  as  fast  as  it  is  possible.  If  I  have  not  tired  you 
now,  I  promise  never  to  try  your  patience  so  much 
again.     I  am.  Sir,  with  true  esteem. 

Your  most  obedient  and  obliged  servant, 

JoN.  Swift. 

I  hear  your  brother  the  clergyman  is  still  alive :  I 
knew  him  in  London  and  Ireland,  and  desire  you 
mi\  present  him  with  iny  humble  service* 
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TO  THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE  SIR  JOHN 
STANLEY,  BART. 

Dublin,  Oct*  30,  1735. 
Sir, 
I  HAVE  had,  for  several  months,  a  «rong  appli- 
cation made  me,  by  a  person  for  whose  virtue,  ho- 
nour, and  good  sense,  I  have  a  great  esteem,  to  write 
to  you  in  behalf  of  one  of  your  tenants  here,  whose 
case  r  send  you  enclosed ;  and  if  he  relates  it  with 
truth  and  candour,  I  expect  you  will  comply  with 
his  request,  because  I  have  known  you  long,  and 
have  always  highly  esteemed  and  loved  you,  as  you 
cannot  deny :  I  know  you  will  think  it  hard  for  me, 
or  any  one,  to  interfere  in  a  business  of  property; 
but  I  very  well  understand  the  practice  of  Irish 
tenants  to  English  landlords,  and  of  those  landlords 
to  their  tenants.  Yet,  if  what  Mr  Wilding  desires 
is  rightly  represented,  that  he  has  been  a  great  im- 
prover, his  offers  reasonable,  his  gains  by  no  means 
exorbitant,  and  his  payments  regular,  you  neither 
must  nor  shall  act  as  an  Irish  racking  squire.  I 
have  inquired  about  this  tenant,  and  hear  a  good 
account  of  his  honesty;  and  that  worthy  friend,  who 
recommends  him  to  me,  durst  not  deceive  me :  so  I 
folly  reckon  that  you  will  obey  my  commands,  or 
show  me  strong  reasons  to  the  contrary ;  in  which 
case  I  will  break  with  that  friend,  and  drive  your 
tenant  out  of  doors,  whenever  he  presumes  to  open 
his  lips  again  to  me  on  any  occasion. 

I  have  one  advantage  by  this  letter,  that  it  gives 

me  a  fair  occasion  of  inquiring  after  your  health, 

and  where  you  live,  and  how  you  employ  your 

^  leisure,  and  what  share  I  keep  in  your  good- will* 
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As  to  myself,  years  and  infirmities  have  sunk  my 
spirits  to  nothing.  My  EngUsh  friends  are  all  either 
dead  or  in  exile,  or  by  a  prudent  oblivion,  have  ut- 
terly dropped  me ;  having  loved  this  present  world. 
And  as  to  this  country,  I  am  only  a  favourite  of  my 
old  friends  the  rabble,  and  I  return  their  love  be* 
cause  I  know  none  else  who  deserve  it.  May  you 
live  long  happy  and  beloved,  as  you  have  ever  been 
by  the  best  and  wisest  of  mankind.  And  if  ever  you 
happen  to  think  of  me,  remember  that  I  have  always 
been,  and  shall  ever  continue,  with  the  truest  respect 
and  esteem.  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  and  obliged  servant, 

JoN.^SwiPT. 

1  know  not  the  present  state  of  your  family ;  but,  if 
there  be  still  near  you  the  ladies  I  had  the  ho- 
nour to  know,  I  desire  to  present  them  with  my 
most  humble  service. 

I  am  now  at  the  age  of  blundering  in  letters,  sylla- 
bles, words,  and  half-sentences,  as  you  see,  and 
must  pardon. 


FROM  LADY  BETTY  GERMAIN. 

Nov.  2,  1736. 

I  AM  sorry  to  be  so  unlucky  in  my  late  errands 
between  his  grace  and  you ;  and  he  also  is  troubted 
at  it,  as  the  person  you  recommend  is,  indeed, 
what  you  say,  a  very  worthy  person ;  but  Mr  MqI- 
loy,  who  was  Lord  George's  second  tutor,  had  the 
promise  of  the  next  preferment,  so  he  cannpt  pu| 
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him  by  this.  I  wish  I  was  more  fortunate  ia  my 
undertakings ;  but  I  verily  believe  it  is  a  common 
calamity  to  most  men  in  power,  that  they  are  often, 
by  necessity,  prevented  from  obliging  their  friends  5 
and  many  worthy  }>eople  go  unrewarded.  Whether 
you  call  this  a  court  answer,  or  not,  I  am  very  po* 
sitively  sure,  he  is  heartily  vexed  when  it  is  not  in 
his  power  to  oblige  you.  I  have  been  very  much 
out  of  order,  or  you  should  have  heard  from  me 
before :  and  I  am  now  literally  setting  out  for  the 
Bath.     So  adieu !  dear  Dean. 


FROM  MRS  BARBER. 

Bath,  Nov.  3,  17J8. 
SiK, 
I  SHOULD  long,  since  have  acknowledged  the 
honour  of  your  kind  letter,  but  that  I  found  my 
head  so  disordered  by  writing  a  little,  that  I  was 
fearful  of  having  the  gout  in  it;  so  I  humbly  be- 
seech you  to  pardon  me;  nor  think  me  ungrateful, 
nor  in  the  least  insensible  of  the  infinite  obligations 
I  lie  under  to  you,  which.  Heaven  knows,  are  never 
out  oftny  mind. 

How  shiJl  I  express  the  sense  I  have  of  your 
goodness,  in  inviting  me  to  return  to  Ireland, 
and  generously  oflfering  to  contribute  to  support 
me  there  ?  But  would  it  not  be  base  in  me,  not 
to  try  to  do  something  for  myself  rather  than 
be  burdensome  where  1  am  already  so  much  in« 
debted  ? 
As  to  the  friend  who  you  say.  Sir,  is  in  so  much 
*  better  circumstances,  I  should  be  very  unjust,  if  I 
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did  not  assure  you  that  friend  has  never  failed  of 
being  extremely  kind  to  me. 

I  find  I  need  not  tell  you  that  I  am  not  able  to 
pursue  the  scheme  of  letting  lodgings,  your  good<> 
ness  and  compassion  for  my  unhappy  state  of  health> 
has  made  you  think  of  it  for  me;  it  is  impracticable, 
but  am  desirous  to  try  if  I  can  do  any  good  by  sel- 
ling Irish  linen,  which  I  find  is  coming  much  into 
repute  here :  in  that  way,  my  daughter,  who  is  wil- 
ling to  do  every  thing  in  her  power,  can  be  of  ser- 
vice, but  never  in  the  other. 

If  I  should  go  from  Bath,  I  have^  reason  to  think 
that  the  remainder  of  my  life  would  be  very  misera- 
ble, and  that  I  should  soon  lose  the  use  of  my  limbs 
for  ever;  since  I  find  nothing  but  the  blessing  of 
God  on  these  waters  does  me  any  good ;  beside  this, 
the  interest  of  my  children  is  a  great  inducement  to 
me,  for  here  I  have  the  best  prospect  of  keeping  up 
an  acquaintance  for  them.  My  son,  *  who.is  learn- 
ing to  paintj  goes  on  well ;  and,  if  he  be  in  the  least 
approved  of,  in  all  probability  he  may  do  very  well 
at  Bath ;  for  I  never  yet  saw  a  painter  that  came 
hither,  fail  of  getting  more  business  than  he  could 
do,  let  him  be  ever  so  indifferent;  and  I  am  in 
hopes  that  Con  f  may  settle  here.  Dr  Mead,  whose 
goodness  to  me  is  great,  may  be  of  vast  use  to  him, 
if  he  finds,  as  I  hope  he  will,  that  he  is  werthy  of 
his  favour.  And  if  God  blesses  my  sons  with  suc- 
cess, they  are  so  well  inclined,  that  I  do  not  doubt 
but  they  would  take  a  pleasure  in  supporting  me. 


*  Mr  Rupert  Barber,  an  eminent  painter  in  crayons  and  mi. 
niature. — F. 

f  Dr  Constantioe  Barber,  a  yerj  learned  physician,  and  pre. 
sident  of  the  college  of  physicians  in  Dublin.  Some  of  his  poems 
are  printed  in  the  collection  of  his  mother.--^. 
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if  I  caa  make  a  shift  to  maintain  them  and  myself 
till  then :  and  I  find  Mr  Barber  is  very  willing  to 
do  what  he  can  for  them,  though  his  circumstances 
are  fsu:  from  being  what  you  are  told  they  are ;  nor, 
I  fear,  half  so  good. 

But  though  I  cannot  hope  to  be  supported  by 
letting  lodgings,  I  wOuld  willingly  take  a  house  a 
little  larger  than  I  want  for  myself,  if  I  could  meet 
with  it  on  reasonable  terms;  that  if  any  particular 
friend  came,  they  might  lodge  in  it,  which  would 
make  it  more  agreeable :  and  if  I  live  till  my  son 
the  painter  goes  into  business,  he  might  be  with 
me.-  As  for  Con,  if  he  does  not  choose  to  settle 
here,  good  Dr  Helsham,  with  his  usual  friendliness, 
has  promised  to  honour  him  with  his  protection,  if 
be  returns  to  Ireland. 

I  have  now.  Sir,  told  you  my  schemes,  and  hope 
they  will  be  honoured  with  your  approbation ;  and 
encouraged  by  your  inexpressible  goodness  to  me, 
I  have  at  length  got  resolution  enough  to  beg  a  fa- 
vour ;  which,  if  you.  Sir,  condescend  to  grant,  would 
make  me  rich,  without  impoverishing- you. 

When  Dr  King  of  Oxford  was  last  in  Ireland,  he 
had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  your  Treatise  on  Polite 
Conversation,  and  gave  such  an  account  of  it  in 
London,  as  made  numbers  of  people  very  desirous 
to  see  it.  Lady  Worsley,*  who  heard  of  it  from 
Mrs  Cleland,  t  and  many  more  of  my  patronesses 
pressed  me  to  beg  it  of  you,  and  assured  me  I  might 
|;et  a  great  subscription  if  1  had  that,  and  a  few  of 


♦  Wife  of  Sir  Robert  Worsley. — B. 

f  Wife  of  Major  Willmm  Cleland,  a  friend  of  Mr  Pope,  and 
author  of  the  Letter  to  the  Publiehec  of  the  Dunciad,  pi«fiied 
t^  the  first  correct  edition  of  i(iat  poem. — B. 
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your  original  poems ;  if  you  would  give  me  leave 
to  publish  an  advertisement,  that  you  had  made  me 
a  present  of  them.  This  they  commanded  me  to 
tell  you,  above  a  year  ago,  and  I  have  had  many 
letters  since  upon  that  account ;  but,  conscious  of 
the  many  obligations  I  already  lay  under,  I  have 
thought  it  a  shame  to  presume  farther  upon  your 
goodness :  but,  when  I  was  last  in  London,  they 
tnade  me  promise  I  would  mention  it  the  next  time 
I  wrote  to  you;  and  indeed  I  have  attempted  it 
many  a  time  since,  but  never  could  till  now.  1  hum- 
bly beseech  you.  Sir,  if  you  do  not  think  it  proper^ 
not  to  be  offended  with  me  for  asking  it ;  for  it  was 
others,  that  out  of  kindness  to  me,  put  me  upon  it. 
They  said  you  made  no  advantage  for  yourself,  by 
your  writings;  and,  that  since  you  honoured  me 
with  your  protection,  I  had  all  the  reason  in  the 
World  to  think  it  would  be  a  pleasure  to  you,  to  see 
me  in  easy  circumstances ;  that  every  body  would 
gladly  subscribe  for  any  thing  Dr  Swift  wrote ; ,  and 
indeed,  I  believe  in  my  conscience,  it  would  be  the 
making  of  me.  * 

There  are  a  greal  many  people  of  qualfty  here 
this  season ;  among  others,  Lady  Carteret,  and  Mrs 
Spencer,  f  who  commanded  me  to  make  their  best 
compliments  to  you.  They  came  on  Mrs  Spencer^s 
account,  who  is  better  in  her  health  since  she  drank 
these  waters.  I  daily  see  such  numbers  of  people 
mended  by  them,  that  I  cannot  but  wish  you  would 


*  The  Dean  complied  with  this  request  J}j  presenting  Mrs 
Barber  with  the  copy. 

f  Daughter  of  Lord  Carteret,  married,  first  to  the  Honourable  - 
John  Spencer,  brother  to  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  and  after* 
ward  to  William^  second  Earl  Cowper.— B. 
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try  them:  as  you  are  sensible  your  disorders  are 
chiefly  occasioned  by  a  cold  stomach,  I  believe  there 
is  not  any  thing  in  this  world  so  likely  to  cure  that 
disorder  as  the  Bath  waters ;  which  are  dmly  found 
to  be  a  sovereign  remedy  for  disorders  of  that  kind : 
I  know.  Sir,  you  have  no  opinion  of  drugs,  and  why 
wiUyou  not  try  so  agreeable  a  medicine,  preps^ed 
by  Providence  alone  ?  If  you  will  not  try  for  your 
own  sake,  why  will  you  not,  in  pity  to  your  country? 
O  may  that  Being  that  inspired  you  to  be  its  defence 
in  the  day  of  distress,  influence  you  to  take  the  best 
method  to  preserve  a  life  of  so  much  importance  to 
an  oppressed  people ! 

Before  I  conclude,  gratilude  obliges  me  to  tell 
you,  that  Mr  Temple  *  was  here  lately,  and  was  ex- 
ceedingly kind  to  me  and  my  daughters.  He  made 
me*  a  present  of  a  hamper  of  very  fine  Madeira, 
which  he  said  was  good  for  the  gout,  and  disliti-' 
fuished  me  in  the  kindest  manner.  He  commanded 
me  to  make  his  best  compliments  to  you,  and  says 
Ife  flatters  himself  you  will  visit  Moor  Park  once 
again.  Heaven  grant  you  may !  and  that  I  may  be 
so  blest  as  to  see  you,  who  am,  with  infinite  respect 
and  gratitude,  your  most  obliged,  most  dutiful,  hum- 
ble servant, 

Mary  Barber. 


'^  John  Temple^  Esq.  nephew  of  Sir  William  Temple,  whose 
gnrnd-daaghter  he  married.  He  was  brother  to  Lord  Viscount 
Palme  rston.-—B. 
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FROM  DR  KING  TO  MRS  WHITEWAY 

Paris,  Not.  9,  O.  S.  173*. 
Madam> 
As  soon  as  ever  you  cast  your  eye  on  the  date  of 
this  letter,  you  will  pronounce  me  a  rambler  j  and 
that  is  a  charge  I  will  not  deny.  How  I  was  trans« 
ported  from .  Edinburgh  to  this  place  requires  more 
room  to  inform  you  than  my  paper  will  allow  me- 
But  I  win  give  you  a  small  hipt ;  you  know  I  am  a 
Laplander,*  and  consequently  I  have  the  honour  to 
be  well  acquainted  with  ^me  witches  of  distinction. 
I  speak  in  the  phrase  of  this  country  :  for  the  first 
man  I  spoke  to  in  Paris,  told  me,  he  had  the  honour 
to  live  next  door  to  Mr  Knight's  hatter.  But  to 
our  business.  I  would  not  have  you  imagine  I  for- 
got my  friends,  or  neglect  the  gr^at  affairs  I  haye 
undertaken.  The  next  letter  you  will  receive  from 
me  shall  be  dated  from  London,  where  I  propose  to 
arrive  about  the  twentieth  of  this  month.  I  will 
then  put  the  little  MS.  to  the  press,  and  oblige  the 
Whole  English  nation,  f  As  to  the  history,  the  Dean 
may  be  assured  I  will  take  care  to  supply  the  dates 
that  are  wanting,  and  which  can  easily  be  done  in 
an  hour  or  two.  The  tracts,  if  he  pleases,  may  be 
printed  by  way  of  appendix.     This  wrll  be  indeed 


*  This  alludes  to  the  Doctor's  satire  called  "  The  Toast/' 
which  he  pretends  was  written  originally  in  I^tin  by  Frederick 
Schefier,  a  Laplander:  This  poem  is  now  exceedingly  scarce.  It 
is  reprinted,  but  without  the  notes  and  observations^  in  the  Fonnd.^ 
ling  Hospital  for  Wit — N. 

+  The  History  of  the  last  Four  Years  of  Queen  Anne's  Reign. 
In  the  following  letters,  the  reader  will  find  the  reasons  why  this 
was  a  posthumous  publication. 
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less  trouble  than  the  interweaving  them  in  the  body 
of  the  history,  and  will  do  the  author  as  much  ho- 
nour, and  answer  the  purpose  full  as  well.  This  is 
all  I  need  say  in  answer  to  that  part  of  your  letter 
which  is  serious :  for  I  hope  you  are  not  in  earnest, 
when  you  throw  out  such  horrible  reflections  against 
my  friends  in  Scotland.  Will  y6\x  believe  me,  when 
I  tell  fou  upon  my  word,  that  1  was  entertained  with 
the  greatest  politeness  and  delicacy  during  my  short 
stay  in  that  country  ?  I  found  every  thing  as  neat 
and  clean  in  the  houses,  where  I  had  my  quarters, 
a^ven  you  could  desire.     I  cannot  indeed  much 

cohimend  Edinburgh ;  and  yet  the  s ks,  which 

2<fe  so  much  complained  of  there,  are  not  more  of- 
fensive than  I  have  found  them  in  every  street  in 
this  elegant  city,  which  the  French  say  is  the  mis- 
tress of  the  world ;  Madame  il  n*y  a  qiiun  Paris. 
As  to  my  own  thoughts  of  this  nation,  you  shall 
know  them,  when  I  am  out  of  it :  and  then  I  will 
write  to  the  Dean,  and  give  him  some  account  of 
his  old  friend  my  Lord  Bolingbroke.  When  the 
Dean  is  informed  of  what  that  gentleman  is  doing, 
I  am  apt  to  be  believe  it  will  be  a  motive  to  induce 
him  ta'4iasten  the  publication  of  his  history.  In  the 
mean  time,  I  beg  of  you  to  insure  hfm,  that  nothing 
shall  be  wanting  on  my  part  to  execute  his  com- 
missions very  faithfully.  I  am  truly  sensible  of 
the  great  obligations  I  owe  him,  and  of  the  honour 
he  hath  doiie  me,  not  in  the  French  sense  of  that, 
word. 

I  desire  my  humble  service  to  Miss  Harrison, 
afid  tell  Mr  Swift*  I  shall  be  glad  of  any  opportu- 


*  Mr  Swift  was  at  this  time  in  Ireland,  bnt  returned  to  Ox- 
ford in  the  spring  fbUowhg.— D«  S. 
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nity  to  do  him  a  real  service.    At  the  same  time 
I  assure  you,  with  the  greatest  truth,  that  I  am^  Ma* 
dam. 
Your  most  humble  and  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  King. 


FROM  DR  SHERIDAN  TO  MRS  WHITE^ 
WAY. 

Norember  21, 173^ 
D£iiR  Madam, 

I  RECEIVED  the  vexatious  account  of  your  dii^ 
appointment  in  the  nuts  and  water,  which  Were  both 
in  perfection  when  they  left  me,  and  for  which  I 
will  make  the  carrier  an  example  as  soon  as  I  can 
lay  hold  of  him.  I  do  believe  this  same  country, 
wherein  I  am  settled,  exceeds  the  whole  world  in 
rillany  of  every  kind,  and  theft.  It  is  not  long 
since  a  pair  of  millstones  were  stolen  and  carried  off 
from  withintwo  miles  of  Quilca;  the  thieves  traced 
and  pursued  as  far  as  Killishandra,  and  farther  they 
were  never  more  heard  of,  any  more  than  if  they 
had  been  dropt  into  hell.  I  do  believe  this  dexte- 
rity may  challenge  history  to  match  it.  It  has 
made  all  our  country  merry^  but  the  poor  miller 
tbat  lost  them- 

I  sincerely  congratulate  with  you  upon  the  reco- 
very of  our  dear  friend  the  Dean.  May  he  live  long 
to  enjoy  his  friends,  and  the  vexation  of  his  enemies  f 
I  have  been  for  a  week  past  composing  an  Anglo- 
latin  letter  to  him,  which  is  not  as  yet  finished.  I 
hope  it  will  make  him  a  visit  upon  his  birth^day, 
which  I  intend  to  celebrate  with  some  of  his  own 
money,  and  some  of  his  own  friends  here.    Three 
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tenants  have  lately  run  away  with  thirty  pounds  of 
my  rent :  I  have  by  good  fortune  got  one  rich  honest 
man  in  their  place,  who  has  commenced  from  Sep- 
tember past,  and  is  to  pay  me  their  arrears  the  next 
May ;  60  that  I  am  well  off.  I  will  gather  as  fast  as 
I  can  for  the  Dean ;  but  indeed  he  must  have  a  little 
longer  indulgence  for  me.  It  is  very  hard  that  th^ 
Squire  '  should  keep  my  money  in  his  pocket, 
when  it  is  nothing  out  of  his.  1  suppose  he  intends 
it  shall  keep  him  in  coals  for  two  or  three  years ;  for 
the  devil  a  one  he  burns,  except  it  be  spmetipies  in 
his  kitchen,  and  his  nursery  upon  a  cold  day.  1  have 
this  day  written  a  complaint  of  bim  to  my  scholar 

of   ,    who,  I  hope,  will  have  gratitude 

enough  to  do  me  justice.  There  never  was  known 
such  a  scarcity  of  Aioqey  as  we  have  in  the  North, 
owing  to  the  dismal  circumstances  of  some  thousands 
of  families  preparing  to  go  off,  that  have  turned  their 
leases  and  effects  into  ready  money.  Some  squires 
will  have  their  whole  estates  left  to  theniselves  and 
their  dogs.  O  what  compassioQ  I  have  for  then^ ! 
I  have  written  a  little  pretty  birth-day  poem  against 
St  Andrew's-day,  which,  when  corrected,  revised, 
and  amended,  J  intend  for  Faulkner  to  publish.  I 
do  assure  you,  Madiam,  it  is  a  very  pretty  thing  (al- 
though I  say  it  that  should  not  say  it)  and  as  hu-^ 
morons  ^  thing  as  ever  you  read  in  your  life ;  and 
I  know  the  whole  world  will  be  in  love  with  it, 
as  I  am  with  you.  But  how  the  devil  came  you  to 
tell  the  Dean  you  are  no  longer  my  mistress  ?  I  say, 
that  you  are,  and  shall  be  so  in  spite  of  the  whole 
world. 

Thomas  Sheridan, 


VOL.  XIX. 
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DR  DUNKIN  TO  MRS  WHITEWAY. 

NoTember  SOj  173«. 
Madam> 
I  HAD  proposed  vast  pleasure  to  myself,  from  the 
hopes  of  celebrating  the  Dean^s  birth-day  with  you  ; 
"but  as  I  have  been  afflicted  with  a  violent  headach 
all  day,  which  is  not  yet  abated,  I  could  not  safely 
venture  abroad.     I  have,  however,  as  in  annual 
^uty  bounds  attempted  to  write  some  lines  on  tbe 
occasion  ;  not  inde^  with  that  accuracy  the  subject 
deserved,  being  the  crudities  of  last  night's  lucu- 
brations, to  which  1  attribute  the  indisposition  of 
my  pate  :  but  if  they  should  in.  any  measure  merit 
your  approbation,  1  shall  rejoice  in  my  pain.     One 
comfort,  "however,  I  enjoy  by  absenting  myself  from 
,your  solemnity,  that  I  shall  not  undeigo  a  second 
mortification,  by  hearing  my  own  stujBF.     Be  pleas- 
ed to  render  my  most  dutiful  respects  agreeable  to 
the  Dean  ;  and  pardon  this  trouble  from,  Madam, 
Your  most  obliged,  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  DUNKIX. 


TO  MR  POPE. 


December  ^  173G. 

I  THINK  you  owe  mc  a  letter,  but  whether  you 
do  or  not,  I  have  not  been  in  a  condition  to  write. 
Years  and  infirmities  have  quite  broke  me ;  I  mean 
that  odious  continual  disorder  in  my  head.  I  neither 
read,  nor  write,  nor  remember,  nor  converse.  All 
I  have  left  is  to  walk  and  ride  ;  the  first  I  can  do 
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tolerably;  but  the  latter  for  want  qf  food  weather 
at  tbis  season  is  seldom  in  my  power;  and  having 
not  an  oume  of  flesh  about  me,  my  skin  comes  off 
in  tea  miles  ridings  because  my  skin  and  bone  can«- 
Boti^ee  together,  But  I  am  angry,  because  you 
will  not  suppose  me  as  sick  as  1  am,  and  write  to 
me  out  of  perfect  charity,  although  1  shooki  not  he 
able  to  answer,  I  have  too  many  vexations  by  my 
station  and  the  impertinence  of  people,  to  be  able 
to  bear  the  mortification  of  not  hearing  from  a  very 
few  distant  friends  that  are  left ;  and,  considering 
how  time  and  fortune  have  ordered  matters,  1  have 
hardly  one  friend  left  but  yourself.  What  Horace 
says,  Smgmia  de  nobis  anni  praBdantur^  I  feel  every 
month  at  farthest;  and  by  this  computation,  if  I 
hold  out  two  years  I  shall  think  it  a  miracle.  My 
comfort  is,  you  began  to  distinguish  so  confounded 
early,  that  your  acquaintance  with  distinguished 
men  of  all  kinds  was  almost  as  ancient  as  mine.  I 
mean,  Wycherly,  Rowe,  PricHr,  Congreve,  Addison, 
Pamell,  &c.  and  in  spite  of  your  heart,  you  have 
owned  me  a  contemporary.  Not  to  mention  Lords 
Oxford,  Bolingbroke,  Harcourt,  Peterborow:  in 
slK>rt,  I  was  the  other  day  recollecting  twenty-seven 
great  ministers,  or  men  of  wit  and  learning,  who  are 
ail  dead,  and  all  of  my  acquaintance,  within  twenty 
years  past ;  neither  have  1  the  grace  to  be  sorry,  that 
the  present  trmes  are  drawn  to  the  dregs,  as  well  as 
my  own  life.  May  my  friends  be  happy  in  this  and 
a  better  life,  but  I  value  not  what  becomes  of  pos* 
terity,  when  I  consider  from  what  monsters  they 
are  to  spring.  My  Lord  Orrery  writes  to  y^  to* 
morrow,  and  you  see  I  send  this  under  his  qo^r,  or 
at  least  franked  by  him.  He  has  3()00l.  a  year  about 
Cork,  and  the  nei^i^urhood,  and  has  more  than 
three  years  rent  unpaid ;  this  is  our  condition  in 
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these  blessed  times.  I  writ  to  your  neighbour  abont 
a  month  ago,  and  subscribed  my  name:  I  fear  he 
has  not  received  my  letter,  and  wish  you  would  ask 
him ;  but  perhaps  he  is  still  a  rambling ;  for  we  hear 
of  him  at  Newmarket,  and  that  Boerhaave  has  re- 
stored his  health.     How  my  services  are  lessened 
of  late  with  the  number  of  my  friends  on  your  side ! 
yet  my  Lord  Bathurst  and  Lord  Marsham  and  Mr 
Lewis  remain  ;  and  being  your  acquaintance  I  desire 
when  you  see  them  to  deliver  my  compliments ;  but ' 
chiefly  to  Mrs  Patty  Blount,  and  let  me  know  whe- 
ther she  be  as  young  and  agreeable  as  when  I  saw 
her  last?  Hafve  you  got  a  supply  of  new  friends  to 
make  up  for  those  who  are  gone  ?  and  are  they 
^qual  to  the  first  ?  I  am  afraid  it  is  with  friends  as 
with  times  ;  and  that  the  laudator  temporis  acti  se 
pMro,  *  is  equally  applicable  to  both.     I  am  less 
grieved  for  living  here,  because  it  is  a  perfect  re- 
tirement, and  consequently  fittest  for  those  who  are 
grown  'good  for  nothing ;  for  this  town  and  king- 
dom areas  much  out  of  the  world  as  North  Wales. 
My  head  is  so  ill  that  I  cannot  write  a  paper  ftill 
as  I  used  to  do  ;  and  yet  I  will  not  forgive  a  blank 
of  half  an  inch  from  you.     I  had  reason  to  expect 
from  some  of  your  letters,  that  we  were  to  hope  for 
more  epistles  of  morality ;  and  I  assure  you,  my 
acquaintance  resent   that  they  have  not  se^i  my 
name  at  the  head  of  one.   The  subject  of  such  epis- 
tles are  more  useful  to  the  public,  by  your  manner 
of  handling  them,  than  any  of  all  your  writings ; 
and  although  in  so  profligate  a  world  as  ours  they 
may .  possibly  not  much  mend  our  manners,  -  yet 


*  ^^  Ill.natur'd  censor  of  the  present  age. 
And  fond  of  all  tbe  follies  of  the  pa^t.^ 
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posterity  will  enjoy  the  benefit,  whenever  a  court 
happens  to  have  the  least  relish  for  virtue  and  re- 
ligion. 


FROM  LORD  CASTLE-DURROW  * 

Castle.  Durrow,  Dec.  4,  i7$i. 
Sir,  .      '        ' 

It  is  now  a  month  since  you  favoured  me  with- 
your  letter  ;  I  fear  the  trouble  of  another  from  me 
may  persuade  you  to  excuse  my  acknowledgments 
of  it;  but  I  am  too  sensible  of  the  honour  you  do 
me,  to  suffer  a  correspondence  to  drop,  which  I 
Hnow  some  of  the  greatest  men  in  this  age  have  glo«> 
ried  in.  How  then  must  my  heart  be  elated!  The 
fly  on  the  chariot  wheel  is  too  trite  a  quotation :  I 
shall  rather  compare  myself  to  a  worm  enlivened 
by  the  sun,  and  crawling  before  it.  I  imagine  there 
is  a  tinge  of  vanity  in  the  meanest  insect ;  .and  who 
knows  but  even  this  reptile  may  pride  itself  in  its 
curls  and  twists  before  its  benefactor?  This  is  more 
than  the  greatei^t  philosopher  can  determine.  Gaes« 
ses  are  the  privilege  of  the  ignorant,  our  undoubted 
right,  and  what  you  lOffti  never  lay  claim  to. 

I  am  quite  angry  with  your  servant,  for  not  ac- 
quainting you  I  was  at  your  door.  I  greatly  com- 
mend both  your  economy  and  the  company  you  ad- 
mit at  your  table.  I  am  told  your  wine  is  excellent. 
The  additional  groat  is,  I  hope,  for  suet  to  your 
pudding.     I  fai^cy  I  am  as  old  an  acquaintance  as 


0  Only  son  of  Thomas  Flower^  Esq.  of  Darrow ;  created  Bft« 
jron  of  MuUe^Durrow  ia  1733. 
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itiost  you  have  in  this  kingdom ;  though  it  is  not  my 
happiness  to  be  so  qualified  as  to  merit  that  intimacy 
you  profess  for  a  few.  It  is  now  to  little  purpose  to 
repine ;  though  it  grieves  me  to  think  I  was  a  favou- 
rite of  Dean  Alrich,  the  greatest  man  that  ever  pre- 
sided in  that  high  post ;  that  over  Vii^il  and  Horace, 
Rag^  and  Philips  smoked  inany  a  pipe^  and  drank 
many  a  quart  with  me,  beside  the  expence  of  a 
bushel  of  nuts,  and  that  now  I  am  scarce  able  to 
relish  their  beauties.  I  know  it  is  death  to  you  to 
see  either  of  them  mangled  ;  but  a  scrap  of  paper  I 
design  to  enclose,  will  convince  you  of  the  truth. 
It  was  in  joke  to  an  old  woman  of  seventy^  who 
takes  the  last  line  so  heinously,  that,  thanks  to  my 
Mars,  she  hates  me  in  earnest.  So  I  devote  mysdtf 
to  ladies  of  fewer  years,  and  more  discretion. 

This;  and  such  other  innocent  amusements,  I  de- 
Vote  myself  to  in  my  retirement.  Once  in  two  yeais 
I  sqppear  in  the  anus  of  the  world,  our  metropoiia. 
His  grace,  my  old  acquaintance,  told  me,  I  began 
to  contract  strange  old  fiatshioned  rust,  and  advised 
me  to  biifi^  out  of  my  solitude,  and  refit  myself  for 
the  public :  but  my  own  n6tion  of  the  world,  for 
ueme  time  pest,  is  so  confirmed  by  the  sanction  of 
your  opinion  of  it,  that  I  resolve  this  same  rust  shall 
be  as  dear  to  me,  as  that  which  enhanced  the  value 
of  poor  Dr  Woodward's  shield  ;  f  though  it  gave 


IK  Edmniid  Smiftii,  usntAlj  caUed  Rag  Smith. 

f  Tl^  character  of  Dr  Corndius  Scriblerus,  in  the  Memoirs  of 
his  son  Martinus  Scriblerus,  is  inteoded  for  Dr  Woodward,  who 
Ifftote  a  dissertation  oti  an  ancient  shield ;  and  Dr  Cornelius  is  re« 
presented  as  haTing  intended  to  place  his  son  in  what  he  conceiv. 
ed  to  be  an  antique  shield,  td  be  christened ;  but  which  being 
giyen  to  the  maid,  with  its  Tenerable  rust  upon  it,  she  scoured  it 
lM^ht,imd  then  It  appeared  to  benotiung  moretthan  an  old  sconce 
without  a  nozzle,— >H. 
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such  offence  to  his  cleanly  maid,  th^t  she  polished 
it  to  none  at  all. 

I  shall  appear  very  ifl^consistei^t  with  myself  in 
now  telling  you^  that  I  still  design  the  latter  end  of 
next  month  for  England.  You  allow  I  have  some 
pretence  to  go  there.  My  progress  with  my  son 
will  be  farther;  for  which,  perhaps,  you  too  will 
condemn  me,  as  well  as  other  friends  do.  I  shall 
be  proud  of  the  honour  of  your  commands,  and, 
with  yotur  leave,  will  wait  upon  you  for  them.  I 
design  to  send  you  a  pot  of  woodcocks  for  a  Christ- 
mas-box: small  as  the  present  is,  pray  believe  I  am, 
with  sioLcere  resp99t,  ^ir,  your  moat  obedient  huip- 
ble  servant,  / 

,  CASxiEDlTEROV* 

I  hop^  you  fire  as  W^U^aft  t;he  news  i^^ys.  Apropos, 
can  you  agc^e  wit^h  i»e,  that  Ifl^e  hM\e  opjratorof 
mine,  whom  you  ^a)y  Jl?.tely  at  his  Gr?ice  of  Dub- 
lin's, has  a  resembl^<?e  of  your  friend  Mr  Pope? 

VefSi^sby  Lord  CasxIjIPdurrow,  enclose^  i^  t)^e 
above  letter. 

Laetitia's  Character  of  her  Lover  rendered  in  metre. 

Old  women  sometimes  caa  raise  bis  desire ; 
The  young,  in  their  turn,  set  his  heart  all  on  fire. 
And  sometimes  again  he  abhors  womanlLind. 
Was  eier  poor  wretch  of  so  fickle  a  mind  1 

The  Lover's  Answer* 

Piarciiis  junctas  quatiunt  fenestras  ■ 

Ictibus  crebris  juTcnes  protervi ; 
Nee  til^i  SQ^lnos  adimunt :  ainatqu^ 

Januariimen*  Hoe.  l^Od^  xxr. 

No  more  shall  frolic  youth  advance 
in  sere^de,  and  amorous  dance; 
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Redoubling  stroke  no  more  shall  beat 
Against  thy  window  and  thy  gate  ; 
In  idle  sleep  now  lie  secure, 
And  nerer  be  unbarr*d  thy  door. 


FROM  DR  KING. 

London,  Dec.  7,  1736* 
Sir, 
I  ARRIVED  here  yesterdayv  and  I  am  now  ready 
to  obey  your  commands.     1  nope  you  are  come  to 
a  positive  resolution  concerning  the  History.    You 
need  not  hesitate  about  the  dates,  or  the  references 
which  are  to  be  made  to  any  public  papers  ;  for  I 
can  supply  them  without  the  least  trouble.    As  well 
as  I  remember,  there  is  but  bne  of  those  public 
pieces  which  you  determined  should  be  inserted 
at  length ;  I  mean  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer's  Repre- 
sentation ;  this  I  have  now  by  me.     If  you  incline 
to  publish  the  two  tracts  as  an  appendix  to  th^  His- 
tory, you  will  be  pleased  to  see  if  the  character  gi- 
ven of  the  Earl  of  Oxford  in.  the  pamphlet  of  17  V5 
agrees  with  the  character  given  of  the  same  person 
in  the  History.      Perhaps  on  a  review  you  may 
think  proper  to  leave  one  pf  them  quite  oiit.     You 
have  (I  think)  barely  mentioned  the  attempt  of 
Guiscard,  and  the  quarrel  between  Rechteren  and 
Mesnager.     But  as  these  are  facts  which  are  pro- 
bably now  forgot  or  unknown,  it  would  not  be  amiss 
if  they  were  related  at  large  in  the  notes ;  which 
may  be  done  from  the  Gazettes,  or  anv  other  news- 
papers of  those  times.     This  is  all  I  have  to  oflTer 
to  your  consideration;  and  you  see  here  are  no  ob- 
jections which  ought  to  retard  the  publication  of 
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this  valuable  work  one  moment.  I  will  only  now 
add,  that  if  you  intend  this  History  should  be  pub- 
lished from  the  original  manuscript,  it  must  be 
done  while  you  are  living:  and  if  you  continue  in 
the  same  mind  to  intrust  me  with  the  execution  of 
your  orders,  I  will  perform  them  faithfully.  This 
I  would  do,  although  I  did  not  owe  you  a  thousand 
obligations,  which  I  shall  ever  acknowledge.  I  am, 
with  the  greatest  truth.  Sir, 

Your  most  humble  and  aK>st  obedient  servant, 

W.  King. 


TO  MR  ALDERMAN  BARBER. 

Dublin^  Dec.  8,  1736. 

My  Dear  Old  Friend, 
I  am  glad  of  any  occassion  to  write  to  you,  and 
Aerefore  business  will  be  my  excuse.     I  had  lately 
a  letter  from  Mrs  Warburton,  the  widow  of  him 
for  whom  I  got  a  living  in  those  parts  where  your 
society*s  estate  lies  *•     The  substance  of  her  request 
is  a  public  affair,  wherein  you  and  I  shall  agree ; 
for  neither  of  us  are  changed  in  point  of  principles. 
Mr  John  Williams,  your  society's  overseer,  is  wor- 
ried by  a  set  of  people  in  one  part  of  your  estate, 
which  is  called  Salter's  Proportion,  becau:^  he  op- 
posed tixe  building  of  a  fanatick  meeting-house  in 
that  place.    This  crew  of  dissenters  are  so  enraged 
at  this  refusal,  that  they  have  incensed  Sir  Thomas 
Webster,  the  landlord  {I  suppose  under  you)  of  that 
estate,  against  him,  and  are  doing  all  in  their  power 

*  The  Londonderry  Societj,  of  which  Barber  was  president 
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to  get  him  discharged  from  your  servicj^.     Mr  War- 
burton  was  his  great  friend.    By  whrt  I  und^rstaud, 
those  fgictious  people  presume  to  take  your  timber  at 
pleasure,  contrary  to  yQur  sotciety'a  instructions^ 
wherein  Mr  Williams  constantly  opposies  them  to 
the  li^most  of  his  power,  and  that  is  one  great  cause 
of  their  malice.     Long  may  you  live  a  bridle  to  the 
insolence  of  dissenters,  who,  with  their  pupils  the 
atheists,  are  now  wholly  employed  in  ruining  the 
church ;  and  hav^e  entered  into  public  associations 
subscribed  and  handed  about  publickly  for  that  pur- 
pose.    I  wish  you  were  forced  to  come  over  hither, 
because  I  am  confident  the  journey  and  voyage 
would  be  good  for  your  health :  but  my  ill  health 
and  age  have  made  it  impossible  for  me  to  go  over 
to  you.     I  have  often  let  you  know  that  I  have  a 
artment  for  you,  and  I  scorn  to  add 
5  of  your  being  welcome  in  summer 
oth  :  pray  God  bless  yoi;,  and  grant 
ive  as  long  as  you  desire,  and  be  ever 
?r.     Is  our  friend  Bolingbroke  wdl  ? 
m  either  of  us ;  but  I  am  chiefly  con- 
lis  fortune :  for  some  time  ago  a  friend 
to  me,  that  he  wished  his  lordship 
little  torpy  thrifty  lectures,  instead  of 
only  laughing  at  them.     I  am  ever,  with  the  truest 
affection,  dear  Mr  Alderman, 

Your  most  hearty  friend 

and  obedient  humble  servant, 

Jon.  Swift. 

This  letter,  I  suppose,  will  reach  you,  although  1 
have  forgot  your  street  and  part  of  the  town. 
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FROM  MR  PULTENEY. 

Londoii,  Qec*.  21»  1736. 
Sift, 

I  WAS  at  the  Bath  when  I  h 
ycmr  letter  of  the  6th  of  last  mont 
once  wrote  to  you  frqm  thence,  tt 
not  to  hazard  another  by  the  crc 
till  my  retqrn  to  London,  to  th^ 
kind  reiaembrance  of  me.  I  a 
thankedy  tolerably  well  in  health 
done  with  all  physic  and  water  dri 
stitution  must  certainly  be  a  prel 
it  has  resisted  the  attacks  of  five  e 
for  fi^Fe  months  to&^ether,  and  I  a 
worse  for  any  of  them. 

For  the  future  I  will  preserve  n 
vice,  and  follow  your  rules  of  ri 
little,  drinking  less,  and  riding  d; 
regimen  will  be  long  of  use  to  bo 
we  may  live  to  meet  again.     I  ai 
joiced  at  Mr  Stopford's  good  s 
ficknowle^ged  my  obljg^tipn  to  th 
who  I  d^re  say  will  in  time  do  n 
cause  he  has  promised  it.     My  fi 
him  vas  solely  because  I  knew  y 
I  was  confident  he  must  be  a  deserving  man,  since 
John  Gay  assured  me  he  was  a  very  particular  friend 
of  yours.     I  afterward,  upon  farther  acquaintance, 
gre\%to  love  him  for  his  own  sake,  and  the  merit  I 
found  in  him.     Men  of  his  worth  and  character  do 
an  honour  to  those  who  xecommend  them.     There 
is  a  sentence,  I  think  it  is  in  Tully*s  Offices,  which 
I  admire  extremely,  and  should  be  tempted  to  take 
it  for  a  motto,  if  ever  I  took  one,  Amicis  prodesse^ 
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nemini  iwcere.  It  is  a  noble  sentiment,  and  shall 
be  my  rule,  though  perhaps  never  my  motto.  I 
fency  there  is  no  other  foundation  for  naming  so 
many  successors  to  the  Duke  of  Dorset,  than  because 
he  has  served,  as  they  call  it,  his  time  out.  I  am 
inclined  to  believe  he  will  go  once  more  among  you, 
and  the  rather  since  I  am  told  he  gave  great  satis- 
faction the  last  thne  he  was  with  you.  Lord  Essex 
will  hardly  be  the  person  to  succeed  him,  though  I 
should  be  glad  he  was,  since  I  flatter  myself  he 
would  be  willing,  on  many  occasions,  to  show  some 
regard  to  my  recommendations.  I  have  lately  seen 
a  gentleman  who  is  come  from  France,  wha  assures 
me,  the  person  you  'inquire  after *^  and  to  whom 
you  gave  so  many  lectures  of  frugality,  is  in  perfect 
health,  and  lives  in  great  plenty  and  affluence.  I 
own  I  doubt  it ;  but,  if  it  be  true,  I  am  sure  it  can- 
not last  long,  unless  an  old  gentleman  would  please 
to  die,  who  seems  at  present  not  to  have  the  least 
inclination  toward  it,  though  near  ninety  years  old  f  • 
I  verily  think  be  is  more  likely  to  marry  again  thaa 

die. 

Pope  showed  me  a  letter  he  had  lately  from  you. 
We  orieved  extremely  to  find  you  so.  full  of  com- 
plaints, and  we  wished  heartily  you  might  be  well 
enough  to  make  a  trip  here  in  spring.  Shifting  the 
scene  was  of  great  service  to  me ;  perhaps  it  may  be 
so  to  you.  I  mended  from  the  moment  I  had 
crossed  the  seas,  and  sensibly  felt  the  benefit  of 
changing  air.  His  majesty  is  still  on  the  other  side^ 
He  has  escaped  being  at  sea  in  the  tempestuous 
weather  we  have  had ;  but  when  the  wind  wSl  let 


♦  Lord  Bolingbroke. 

+  Lord  St  John,  father  of  Lord  Bolingbroke. 
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faim  come,  Grod  knows.  Lord  Chesterfield  says,  if 
he  does  not  come  by  Twelfth-day,  the  people  will 
choose  king  and  queen  without  him.  I  must  tell 
you  a  ridiculous  incident,  perhaps  you  have  not 
heard  it ;  one  Mrs  Mapp,  a  famous  she  bonesetter 
and  mountebank,  coming  to  town  with  a  coach  and 
six  horses,  on  the  Kentish  road  was  met  by  a  rabble 
of  people,  who  seeing  her  very  oddly  and  tawdrily 
dressed,  took  her  for  a  foreigner,  and  concluded  she 
must  be  a  certain  great  person's  mistress.  Upon 
this  they  followed  the  coach,  bawling  out,  No 
Hanover  whore !  no  Hanover  whore !  the  lady 
within  the  coach  was  much  offended,  let  down 
the  glass,  and  screamed  louder  than  any  of  them. 
She  was  no  Hanover  whore !  she  was  an  English 
one !  U|)on  which  they  cried  out,  God  bless  your 
ladyship  !  quitted  the  pursuit,  and  wished  her  a 
good  journey. 

I  hope  to  be  able  to  attend  the  house  next  ses- 
sions ;  but  not  with  that  assiduity  as  1  have  formerly 
done.  Why  should  I  risk  the  doing  myself  any 
harm,  when  1  know  how  vain  it  is  to  expect  to  do 
any  good  ?  You  that  have  been  a  long  time  out 
of  this  country,  can  have  no  notion  how  wicked 
and  corrupt  we  are  grown.  Were  I  to  tell  you 
of  half  the  rogueries  conae  to  my  knowledge,  you 
would  be  astonished ;  and  yet  1  dare  say  1  do 
not  know  of  half  that  are  practised  in  one  little 
spot  of  ground  only ;  you  may  easily  guess  where  I 
mean. 

I  will  make  your  compliments  to  Lord  Carteret, 
wfeeh  he  comes  to  town.  I  am  sure  he  will  be 
pleased  with  your  kind  mention  of  him  ;  and  if  you 
will  now  and  then  let  me  hear  from  you,  1  shall 
look  on  the  continuance  of  your  correspondence  as 
a  very  particular  honour:  for  I  assure  you,  that  I 
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amy  with  the  greatest  truth  and  esteem,  Sir,  your 
most  <A>ei[iem  humble  seryatit, 

William  Pulti^ncy. 


FROM  MR  POPE. 

Dec.  30,  17$$, 

Your  very  kind  letter  has  made  me  more  me- 
lancholy, than  almost  any  thing  in  this  world  now 
can  do/  For  I  can  bear  every  thing  in  it,  bad 
as  it  is,  better  than  the  complaints  of  my  friends. 
Though  others  tell  me  you  are  in  pretty  good 
health,  and  in  good  spirits,  I  find  the  contrary 
when  you  open  your  mind  to  me :  and  indee^  it  is 
but  a  prudent  part,  to  seem  not  so  concerned  about 
others,  nor  so  crazy  ourselves  as  we  really  are :  for 
we  shall  neither  be  beloved  nor  esteemed  the  more, 
by  our  common  acquaintance,  for  any  affliction  or 
any  infirmity.  But  to  our  true  friend  we  may,  we 
must  complain,  of  what  (it  is  a  thousand  to  one) 
he  complains  with  us ;  for  if  we  have  known  him 
lon^,  he  is  old,  and  if  he  has  known  the  world  long, 
he  IS  out  of  humour  at  it.  If  you  have  but  as  much 
more  health  than  others  at  your  age,  as  you  have 
more  wit  and  gooc^  temper,  you  shall  not  have 
much  of  my  pity ;  but  if  ever  you  live  to  have  Aess, 
you  shall  not  have  less  of  my  affection.  A'Vsft^le 
people  will  rejoice  at  every  year  that  shall  beaw^d 
to  you,  of  which  you  have  had  a  late  instance  in  tl5e 
public  rejoicings  on  your  birth-day.  I  can  assure 
you,  something  better  and  greater  than  high  birth 
and  quality,  must  go  toward  acquiring  those  de* 
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monstrations  df  public  esteem  and  love.  I  have 
seen  a  royal  birth-day  uncelebrated,  but  by  one  vile 
ode,  and  one  hired  bonfire.  Whatever  years  may 
take  away  from  you,  they  will  not  take  away  the 
general  esteem^  for  your  sense,  virtue,  and  charity. 
The  most  melancholy  effect  of  years  is  that  you 
mention,  the.  catalogue  of  those  we  loved  and  have 
lost^  perpetually  increasing.  How  much  that  re- 
flection struck  me,  you  will  see  from  the  motto  I 
have  prefixed  to  my  Book  of  Letters,  which,  so 
much  against  my  inclination,  has  been  drawn  from 
me.     It  is  fix)m  Catullus, 

Qao  desiderio  Teteres  re?ocamas  amores, 
Atque  oliiD  attiisas  flemus  amicitias  *  I 

I  detain  this  letter  till  I  can  find  some  safe  convey- 
ance ;  innocent  as  it  is,  and  as  all  letters  of  mine 
must  be,  of  any  thing  to  offend  my  superiors,  ex- 
cept the  reverence  I  bear  to  true  merit  and  virtue. 
But  I  have  much  reason  to  fear,  those  which  you 
have  too  partially  kept  in  your  bands,  will  get  out 
in  some  very  disagreeable  shape,  in  case  of  our 
mortality:  and  the  more  reason  to  fear  it,  sinqe 
this  last  month  Curll  has  obtained  from  Ireland  two 
letters,  (one  of*  Lord  Bolingbroke,  and  one  of  mine, 
to  you,  which  we  wrote  in  the  year  1723)  and  he 
has  printed  them,  to  the  best  of  my  memory,  right- 
ly ;  except  one  passage  concerning  Daw  ley,  which 
must  have  been  since  inserted,  since  iny  lord  had 
fiot  that  place  at  that  time.  Your  answer  to  that 
letter  he  has  not  got ;  it  has  never  been  out  of  my 


How  paais.  my  heart  old  friendship  to  renew ! 

How  pieFcM  with  ^ejtpld  loves  di  caj'd  1  view  T'— S. 
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custody ;  for  whatever  is  lent  is  lost  (wit  as  well  as 
money)  to  these  needy  poetical  readers. 

The  world  will  certainly  be  the  better  for  his 
change  of  life.  He  seems,  in  the  whole  turn  of  his 
letters,  to  be  a  settled  and  principled  philosopher, 
thanking  fortune  for  the  tranquillity  he  has  been 
led  into  by  her  aversion,  like  a  man  driven  by  a 
violent  wind,  from  the  sea  into  a  calm  harbour. 
You  ask  me  if  I  have  got  any  supply  of  new  friends 
to  make  up  for  those  that  are  gone  ?  I  think  that 
impossible  ;  for  not  our  friends  only,  but  so  much 
of  ourselves  is  gone  by  the  mere  flux  and  course  of 
years,  that  were  the  same  friends  to  be  restored  to 
us,  we  could  not  be  restored  to  ourselves,  to  enjoy 
them.  But,  as  when  the  continual  washing  of  a 
river  takes  away  our  flowers  and  plants,  it  throws 
weeds  and  sedges  in  their  room ;  so  the  course  of 
time  brings  us  something,  as  it  deprives  us  of  a  great 
deal ;  and  instead  of  leaving  us  what  we  cultivated, 
and  expected  to  flourish  and  adorn  us,  gives  us  only 
what  is  of  some  little  use  by  accident.  Thus  I  have 
acquired,  without  my  seeking,  a  few  chance  ac- 
quaintance of  young  men,  who  look  rather  to  the 
past  age  than  the  present,  and  therefore  the  future 
may  have  some  hopes  of  tljem.  If  I  love  them,  it 
is  because  they  honour  some  of  those  whom  I,  and 
the  world,  have  lost,  or  are  losing.  Two  or  three 
of  them  have  distinguished  themselves  in  parlia- 
ment ;  and  you  will  own  in  avery  uncommon  man- 
ner, when  1  tell  you  it  is  by  their  asserting  of  inde- 
pendency, and  contempt  of  corruption.  One  or 
two  are  linked  to  me  by  their  love  of  the  same 
studies  and  the  same  authors :  but  I  will  own  to 
you  my  moral  capacity  has  got  so  much  the  better 
of  my  poetical,  that  1  have  few  acquaintance  on  the 
latter  score,  and  none  withou^a  casting  weight  on 


Digitized  by 


Google 


BPISTOLARY  CORRESPONDENCE*  113 

the  former.  But  1  find  my  heart  hardened  and 
blunt  to  new  impressions,  it  will  scarce  receive  or 
retain  aflfections  of  yesterday ;  and  those  friends 
who  have  beon  dead  these  twenty  years,  are  more 
present  to  me  now,  than  these  1  see  daily.  You, 
dear  Sir,  are  one  of  the  former  sort  to  me,  in  all 
respects,  but  that  we  can,  yet,  corr^  spond  together. 
I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  not  niore  vr;satiou8 
to  know  we  are  both  in  one  world,  without  any 
farther  intercourse.  Adieu.  I  can  say  no  more,  I 
feel  so  much :  let  me  drop  into  common  things.— 
Lord  Masham  has  just  married  his  son.  Mr  Lewis 
has  just  buried  his  wife.  Lord  Oxford  wept  over 
your  letter  *  in  pure  kindness.  Mrs  B.  sighs  more 
for  you  than  for  the  loss  of  youth.  She  says  she 
will  be  agreeable  many  years  hence,  for  she  has 
learned  that  secret  from  some  receipts  of  your  writ- 
ing.    Adieu. 


*  On  this  letter  Mr  Bowles  has  made  the  following  just  and 
beautifull)'  expressed  remark  :  "  These  letters,  that  almost  set 
us  among  the  Tery  persons  who  wrote  them,  create,  with  all 
their  faults,  a  melancholy  interest.  We  hear  of  their  acquaint* 
ance,  friends,  pursuits,  studies^  as  if  we  knew  them  ;  we  see  the 
progress  of  years  and  infirmities,  and  follow  them  through  the 
gradations  from  youth  to  age,  from  ho{)e  to  disappointment ;  and 
partake  of  their  feelings,  their  partialities,  arersions,  hopes,  and 
Borrows,  till  all  is  dust  ^sA  silence/' 


VOL.  XIX.  H 
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FROM  LORD  CASTLE-DUHROW 

CastlerDarroWy  Jan.  18^  1736-7. 

Sir, 

I  R£c£ivfe6  the  honour  of  your  letter  wjth 
that  pleasure  which  they  have  always  ffiven  me. 
If  1  have  deferred  acknowledginff  longer  than  usual, 
I  should  not  be  at  a  loss  to  make  an  excuse,  if  I 
could  be  so  vain  as  to  imagine  you  required  any. 
Virtue  f6rbids  us  to  continue  in  debt,  and  gratitude 
obliges  us  at  least  to  own  favours  too  large  for  us 
to  pay  ;  therefore  1  must  write  rather  thap  reproach 
ttiyself,  and  blush  at  having  neglected  it  when  I 
tvait  upon  you  ;  though  you  may  retort,  blushes 
should  proceed  rather  from  the  pen  than  firona 
silence;  which  pleads  a  modest  diffidence,  that 
often  obtains  pardon. 

I  am  delighted  with  the  sketch  of  yoyr  Imperium^ 
and  beg  1  may  be  presented  to  your  first  minister, 
Sir  Robert  *.  Your  puddings  I  have  been  ac- 
quainted with  these  forty  years ;  they  are  the  best 
'$weet  thing  I  ever  eat.  'The  economy  of  your 
*»bie  is  delicious ;  a  little  and  perfectly  good,  is 
the  greatest  treat;  and  that  elegance  in  sorting 
company  puts  me  in  mind  of  Corelli-s  ofcastro  f, 
in  forming  which  he  excelled  mankind*  In  this 
respect  no  man  ever  judged  worse  than  Lord  Chan- 
cellor Middleton  ;  his  table  the  neatest  served  of 


*  Mrs  Brent,  the  Dean's  bonse-keeper  or  primcminister. 

+  His  lordship  probably  uses  this  word  for  orche$ire*  Corelli, 
the  famous  Italian  musician  and  composer,  and  director  of  the 
Pope's  choir  at  Rome,  was  eminent  for  his  skill  in  forming  and 
disposing  the  seyeral  musicians  in  a  9oncert.«-JB. 
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uay  I  btve  «een  in  DuHio,  whicbt  to  be  sure, 
wa»  entirely  owing  to  bis  lady.  You  really  wtr 
prise  nie,  when  you  say  you  know  not  wbere  to 
get  a  dinner  in  the  wbole  town.  Dublin  ia  famous 
for  vanity  this  way ;  and  I  think  the  mistake^i 
luKury  qSbqxm  of  our  grandees,  and  foastiug  those 
who  come  to  laugh  at  us  tfrpm  the  other  side  of 
the  water,  have  done  us  as  much  prejudice  as 
most  oif  our  follies.  Not  any  lord-lieutenant  has 
done  us  more  honour  in  magnificence,  than  our 
present  viceroy  ^.  H§  i§  §A  pld  intimate  of  my 
youth,  and  has  always  distinguished  me  with  affec- 
tion and  friendship.  I  trust  mine  {^re  no  less  sin<> 
cere  for  him.  I  have  joy  in  hearing  his  virtues 
celebrated.  I  wish  that  he  had  gratified  you  in 
your  request.  Those  he  has  done  most  for,  I  dare 
a$rm«  love  him  least.  It  is  pity  there  is  any  allay 
jn  so  beneficent  a  temper;  but  if  a  friend  can  b^ 
viewed  with  an  impartial  eye,  faults  he  has  none ; 
and  if  any  failings,  they  are  grafted  in  a  pusillani- 
mity  which  sinks  hijq  into  complaisance  for  men 
who  neither  love  nor  esteem  him,  and  has  prevented 
him  bif oying  up  against  their  impotent  threats,  iii 
raising  his  friends.  He  is  a  most  amiable  man,  has 
mapy  |;ood  qualities,  and  wants  but  one  more  to 
make  nim  really  a  great  man. 

If  you  have  any  commands  to  England  for  so 
insignificant  a  fellow  as  I  am,  pray  prepare  them 
gainst  the  beginning  of  next  month.  At  my  ar- 
rival in  town,  i  shall  send  a  message  in  form  for 
audience;  but  I  beg  to  see  you  in  your  private 
capacity,  not  in  your  princely  authority ;  for,  as 
both  your  piinistry  ai^d  senate  are  full,  and  that  I 


♦  TtePojRBirffipfflet.-*. 
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cannot  hope  to  be  employed  in  either,  I  feiar  your 
revenue  is  too  small  to  grant  me  a  pension.  ^  And 
as  I  am  not  fit  for  business,  perhaps  you  will  not 
allow  me  a  fit  object  for  one,  which  charity  only 
prompts  you  to  bestow.  Thus,  without  any  view 
of  your  highnesses  favour,  I  am  independent,  and 
with  sincere  esteem, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Castle-Durrow, 


TO  LADY  BETTY  GERMAIN. 

Jan.  29,  1736-7. 

Madam, 

I  OWE  your  ladyship  the  acknowledgment  of  a 
letter  I  have  long  received,  relative  to  a  request  I 
made  to  my  lord  duke.  I  now  dismiss  you.  Madam, 
for  ever  from  your  office  of  being  a  go-between  upon 
any  affair  I  might  have  with  his  grace.  I  will  never 
more  trouble  him,  either  with  my  visits  or  applica- 
tion. His  business  in  this  kingdom  is  to  make  him- 
self easy;  his  lessons  are  all  prescribed  him  from 
court ;  and  he  is  sure,  at  a  very  cheap  rate,  to  have 
a  majority  of  most  corrupt  slaves  and  idiots  at  his 
devotion.  The  happiness  of  this  kingdom  is  of  no 
mpre  coasequence  to  him,  than  it  would  be  to  the 
great  Mogul ;  while  the  very  few  honest  or  moderate 
men  of  the  whig  party,  lament  the  choice  he  makes 
of  persons  for  civil  employments,  or  church  prefer- 
ments. 

I  will  now  repeat,  for  the  last  time,  that  I  never 
made  him  a  request  out  of  any  views  of  my  own  ; 
but  entirely  by  consulting  his  own  honour,  and  the 
desire?  of  all  good  men,  who  were  as  loyal  as  hi^ 
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grace  could  wish,  and  had  no  other  fault  than 
that  of  modestly  standing  up  for  preserving  some 
poor  remainder  in  the  constitution  of  church  and 
state.  * 

J  had  long  experience,  while  I  was  in  the  world, 
of  the  difficulties  that  great  men  lay  under,  in  the 
points  of  promises  and  employments  ;  but  a  plain 
honest  English  farmer^  when  he  invites  his  neigh- 
bours to  a  christening,  if  a  friend  happen  to  come 
late  will  take  care  to  loclc  up  a  piece  for  him  in  the 
cupboard. 

Henceforth  I  shall  only  grieve  silently,  when  I 
hear  of  employments  disposed  of  to  the  discontent 
of  his  grace's  best  friends  in  this  kingdom  ;  and  the 
rather,  because  I  do  not  know  a  more  agreeable  per- 
son in  conversation,  one  more  easy,  or  of  a  better 
taste,  with  a  greater  variety  of  knowledge,  than  the 
Duke  of  Dorset. 

I  am  extremely  afflicted  to  hear  that  your  lady- 
ship's want  of  health  has  driven  you  to  the  Bath ; 
the  same  cause  has  hindered  me  from  sooner  ac- 
knowledging jour  letter.  But  I  am  at  a  time  of 
life  when  I  am  to  expect  a  great  deal  worse  ;  for  I 
have  neither  flesh  nor  spirits  left ;  while  you.  Ma- 
dam, I  hope,  and  believe,  will  enjoy  many  happy 
years,  in  employing  those  virtues  which  Heaven  be- 
stowed on  you,  for  the  delight  of  your  friends,  the 
comfort  of  the  distressed,  and  the  universal' esteem 
of  all  who  are  wise  and  virtuous. 

I  desire  to  present  my  most  humble  service  to  my 
Lady  Suffolk,  and  your  happy  brother.  1  am,  with 
the  truest  respect,  Madam,  your,  &c. 
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TO  MR  POPE^ 

•    ^ 

Feb.  9,  173(1-1 

I  CANNOT  properly  call  you  my  best  friend,  be- 
<iau8e  1  have  not  another  lefl  who  deserves  the 
name,  such  a  havOck  have  time,  death,  exile,  and 
oblivion  made*.  Perhaps  you  would  have  fewer 
complaints  of  my  ill  health  and  lowness  of  spirits, 
if  they  were  not  some  excuse  for  my  delay  of 
Writing  eVen  to  you.  It  is  perfectly  right  what  you 
say  of  the  indifference  in  common  friends,  whether 
We  are  sick  or  well,  happy  or  miserable.  The  very 
n^aid-servante  in  a  family  have  the  same  notion :  1 
have  heard  them  often  say.  Oh,  I  am  Very  sick,  if 
any  body  cared  for  it !  I  am  vexed  when  my  visitors 
come  with  the  compliment  usual  here,  Mr  Dean,  t 
hope  you  are  very  well.  My  popularity  that  you 
mention  is  wholly  confined  to  the  common  people, 
who  are  more  constant  than  those  we  miscall  their 
betters.  I  walk  the  streets,  and  so  do  my  lower 
friends,  from  whom,  and  from  whom  alohe,  I  have 
a  thousand  hats  and  blessings  upon  old  scores, 
which  those  we  call  the  geiitry  have  forgot.  But 
I  have  not  the  love,  or  hardly  the  civility,  of  any 
one  man  in  power  or  station ;  and  I  can  boast  that 
I  neither  visit  or  am  acquainted  with  any  lord, 
temporal  or  spiritual,  in  the  whole  kingdom ;  nor 


*  All  these  letters  of  Swift  are  curious  and  interesting,  as  Ihey 
giTO  us  an  account  of  the  gradual  decay  of  his  intellects  and 
temper,  and  strength  of  mind  and  body  ;  and  fill  us  with  many 
melancholy  but  useful  reflections.  We  see  the  steps  by  which 
this  great  genius  sunk  into  discontent^  into  peevishness^  into  in^ 
dignit^y  into  torpor^  into  insanity  /«*Dr  Warton. 
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am  able  to  do  the  least  good  office  to  the  most  de- 
serving man,  except  what  I  can  dispose  of  in  my 
own  cathedral  upon  a  vacancy.  What  has  sunk 
my  spirits  more  than  even  years  and  sickness,  is, 
reflecting  on  the  most  execrable  corruptions  that 
run  through  every  branch  of  public  management. 

I  heartily  thank  you  for  those  lines  translated. 
Singula  de  nobis  anni^^  &c.  You  have  put  them 
into  a  strong  and  admirable  light ;  but,  however,  I  am 
so  partial, as  to  be  more  deliglited  with  those  which 
are  to  do  me  the  greatest  honour  I  shall  ever  receive 
from  posterity,  and  will  outweigh  the  malignity  of 
ten  thousand  enemies.  I  never  saw  them  before, 
by  which  it  is  plain  that  the  letter  you  sent  mp 
miscarried. — I  do  not  doubt  that  you  have  choicp 
of  new  acquaintfi^ncef,  and  some  of  them  may  be 
deserving :  for  youth  is  the  season  of  virtue  ;  cor- 
ruptions grow  with  years,  and  I  believe  the  oldest 
rogue  in  England  is  the  greatest.  You  have  years 
enough  before  you  to  watch  whether  these  new 
acquaintance  will  keep  their  virtue  when  they  leave 
you  and  go  into  the  world ;  how  long  will  their 
spirit  of  independency  last  against  the  temptations 
of  future  ministers,  and  future  kings. — As  to  the 
new  lord-lieutenant,  I  never  knew  any  of  the  fa- 
mily ;  so  that  I  shall  not  be  able  to  get  any  job 
done  by  him  for  any  deserving  friend. 

JoN.  Swift. 


^  ^  The  circling  years  on  human  pleasures  prey. 
They  steal  my  humour  and  my  mirth  away.'*~-S. 

+  His  new  acquaiatance  were,  probably^  Lyttleton,  Marraj^ 
Lord  Cornbury,  ftc^^BowLis. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ISO  BPISTOLARY  CORRESPONDBNC& 

TO  MR  NICHOLLS.* 

Belcamp,  March  14tlt 
Sir, 
Riding  this  morning  to  dine  here  with  Mr  Grat- 
tan,  I  saw,  at  his  house,  the  poor  lame  boy  that 
gives  you  this  ;  he  was  a  servant  to  a  ploughman 
near  Lusk,  and  while  he  was  following  the  plough 
a  dog  bit  him  in  the  leg,  about  eleven  weeks  ago. 
One  Mrs  Rice  endeavoured,  six  weeks,  to  cure  him, 
but  could  not,  and  his  master  would  maintain  him 
no  longer.  Mr  Grattan  and  I  are  of  opinion  that 
he  may  be  a  proper  object  to  be  received  into  Dr 
Stephens's  Hospital.  The  boy  tells  his  story  na- 
turally, and  Mr  Grattan  and  I  took  pity  of  him. 
If  you  find  him  curable,  and  it  be  not  against  the 
rules  of  the  hospital,  1  hope  you  will  receive  him. 
I  am.  Sir, 

Your  most  humble  servant, 

JoNAXH.  Swift. 


*  It  appears  from  the  list  of  the  goTcrnors  of  Stephens's  Hos- 
pital, published  in  the  Dublin  Almanack,  that  Mr  NichoIIs  was 
of  that  number.  This  serves  to  ascertain  the  person  to  whom 
this  letter  is  addressed,  for  the  direction  is  torn  off.  It  is  now 
published  for  the  first  time. 
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TO  MR  JOHN  TEMPLE.* 

Dublin,  Feb.  1736-7. 
Sir, 

Thk  letter  which  I  had  the  favour  to  receive 
from  you,  I  read  to  your  cousin  Mrs  Dingley,  who 
lodges  in  my  neighbourhood.  She  was  very  well 
pleased  to  hear  of  your  welfare  ;  but  a  little  morti- 
fied that  you  did  not  mention  or  inquire  after  hen 
She  is  quite  sunk  with  years  and  unwieldiness:  as 
well  as  a  very  scanty  support.  I  sometimes. make 
her  a  small  present  as  my  abilities  can  reach  ;  for 
I  do  not  find  her  nearest  relations  consider  her  in 
the  least. 

Jervas  told  me  that  your  aunt's  picture  j-  is  in  Sir 
Peter  Lely's  best  manner,  and  the  drapery  all  in  the 
same.  hand.  I  shall  think  myself  very  well  paid  for 
it,  if  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  order  some  mark  of 
your  favour  to  Mrs  l)ingley.  I  do  not  mean  a  pen- 
sion, but  a  small  sum  to  put  her  for  once  out  of  debt: 
and  if  I  live  any  time,  I  shall  see  that  she  keeps  her- 
self clear  ot  the*  world ;  for  she  is  a  woman  of  as 
much  piety  and  discretion  as  I  have  known. 

I  am  sorry  to  have  been  so  much  a  stranger  to 
the  state  of  your  family.  I  know  nothing  of  your 
lady,  or  what  children  you  have,  or  any  other  cir- 
cumstances ;  neither  do  I  find  that  Mr  Hatch  can 


*  John  Temple,  Esq*  was  the  nephew,  and  his  lady  the 
grand-daughter  of  Sir  William  Temple,  by  his  only  son,  John 
Temple,  who  died  before  his  father  in  1689.  Mr  Temple  was 
Solicitor  and  Attorney  General  in  Ireland,  and  esteemed  ao  ex. 
cellent  lawyer.    He  died  at  Moor- Park,  in  February  1752.— N. 

f  Picture  of  Lady  Giffard^  sister  of  Sir  WiUiam  Temple. 
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inform  me  in  any  one  point.  I  very  much  approve 
of  your  keeping  up  your  family-house  at  Moor  Park. 
I  have  heard  it  is  very  much  changed  for  the  better, 
as  well  as  the  gardens.  The  tree  on  which  I  carved 
those  words,  faetura  nepotibus  umbram^  is  one  of 
those  elms  that  stand  in  the  hollow  ground  just  be- 
fore the  house:  bat  I  suppose  the  letters  are  widen- 
ed and  grown  shapeless  by  time. 

I  know  nothing  more  c^  your  brother,  than  that 
he  has  an  Irish  title  (I  should  be  sorry  to  see  you 
with  such  a  feather),  and  that  some  reason  or  other 
drew  us  into  a  correspondence,  which  was  very 
rough.     But  I  have  forgot  what  was  the  quarrel.  * 

This  letter  goes  by  my  Lord  Castle-durrow,  who 
IS  a  gentleman  of  very  good  sense  and  wit.  I  sus- 
pect, by  taking  his  son  with  him,  that  he  designs 
to  see  us  no  more.  I  desire  to  present  my  most 
humble  service  to  your  lady,  with  h^rty  thanks  of 
her  remembrance  of  me.     'I  am.  Sir, 

Your  most  humble  faithful  servant, 

JoN.  Swift. 


TO  MR  PULTENEY. 

March  7,  1736.7. 
Sir, 
I  MUST  begin  by  assuring  you,  that  I  did  never 
intend  to  engage  you  in  a  settled  correspondence 
with  so  useless  a  man  as  I  here  am  ;  and  still  more 
so,  by  the  daily  increase  of  ill  health  and  old  age ; 
and  yet  I  confess  that  the  high  esteem  I  preserve 
for  your  public  and  private  virtues,  urges  me  on  to 

•  See  the  correspondeace  with  Lord  Palmerstoiie. 
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retain  some  little  place  in  your  memoly,  for  the 
sIkM  time  I  may  expect  to  lire. 

That  t  no  sooner  acknowledged  the  honour  of 
your  letter  i«  owing  to  your  civility,  which  might 
have  compelled  you  to  write  while  you  were  en*, 
gaged  in  defending  the  liberties  of  your  country 
with  more  than  an  old  Roman  spirit :  which  has 
reached  this  obscure  enslaved  kingdom,  so  far,  as 
to  have  been  the  constant  subject  of  discourse  and 
of  praise  among  the  whole  few  of  what  unprostitut* 
ed  people  here  remain  among  us. 

I  did  not  receive  the  letter  you  mentioned  from 
Bath ;  and  yet  I  have  imagined,  for  some  months 
past,  that  the^  meddlers  of  the  post-offices  here  and 
in  London  have  grown  weary  of  their  curiosity,  by 
filMling  the  little  satisfaction  it  gave  them.     I  agree 
heartily  in  your  opinion  of  physicians ;  I  have  es- 
teemed mmiy  of  them  as  learned  ingenious  men ; 
but  1  never  received  the  least  benefit  from  their  ad« 
vice  or  prescriptions.  And  poor  Dr  Arbuthnot  was 
the  only  man  of  the  faculty  who  seemed  to  under* 
Btand  my  case,  but  could  not  remedy  it.    But  to 
Conquer  five  physicians,  all  eminent  in  their  way^ 
was  a  victory  that  Alexander  and  Caesar  could  ne. 
ver  pretend  to.     I  desire  that  my  prescription  of 
living  may  be  published  (which  you  design  to  fol- 
low) for  the  benefit  of  mankind :  which,  however^ 
I  do  not  value  a  rush,  nor  the  animal  itself,  as  it 
now  acts ;  neither  ^ill  I  ever  value  myself  as  a 
Fhilanthropus,  because  it  is  now  a  creature  (taking 
a  vast  majority)  that  I  hate  more  than  a  toad,  a  vi- 
per, a  wasp,  a  stork,  a  fox,  or  any  other  that  you 
will  pleaise  to  add. 

Since  the  date  of  your  letter,  we  understand  there 
is  another  duke  to  govern  here.  Mr  Stopford  was 
with  me  last  night ;  he  is  as  well  provided  for,  and 
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to  his  own  satisfaction »  as  any  private  clergymaff* 
He  engaged  me  to  present  his  best  respects  and 
acknowledgments  by  you.  Your  modesty,  in  refus- 
ing to  take  a  motto,  goes  too  far.  The  sentence  is- 
not  a  boast,  because  it  is  every  man's  duty  in  mo- 
rals and  religion.  * 

Indeed  we  differ  here  from  what  you  have  been 
told  of  the  Duke  of  Dorset's  having  given  great  sa- 
tisfaction the  last  time  he  was  with  us ;  particular- 
ly in  his  disposal  of  two  bishopricks,  and  other 
church  as  well  as  civil  preferments.  I  wrote  to  a 
lady  in  London,  his  grace's  near  relation  and  inti- 
mate, that  she  would  no  more  continue  the  olBce 
of  a  go-between  (as  she  called  herself)  betwixt  the 
duke  and  me,  because  I  never  design  to  attend  him 
again ;  f  and  yet  I  allow  him  to  be  as  agreeable  a  per- 
son in  conversation  as  I  have  almost  any  where  met. 
I  sent  my  letter  to  that  lady  under  a  cover  addres- 
sed to  the  duke ;  and  in  it  I  made  many  complaints 
against  some  proceedings,  which  1  suppose  he  has 
seen.  I  never  made  him  one  request  for  myself; 
and  if  I  spoke  for  another,  he  was  always  upon  his 
guard ;  which  was  but  twice,  and  for  trifles  :  but 
failed  in  both. 

The  father  of  our  friend  in  France  $  may  outlive 
the  son  ;  for  I  would  venture  a  wager,  that  if  you 
pick  out  twenty  of  the  oldest  men  in  England,  nine- 
teen of  them  have  been  the  most  worthless  fellows  in 


*  Amicis  prodesse^  nemini  nocere.     See  Mr  Pulteney's  letter^ 

^ted  Dec.  21,  1736,  p.  107 — fl. 

+  See  his  Letter  to  Lady  Betty  Germain,  June  39, 1736-7. — IL 
j:  The  friend  in  France  appears  to  be  Lord  Viscount  Buling* 

broke^  whose  father.  Sir  Henry  St  John,  Bart  had  been  created 

Baron  St  John  of  Battersca,  and  Viscount  St  John,  July  3^ 

1716.~B. 
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the  kingdom.  You  tell  me  with  great  kindness  as 
well  as  gravity,  that  I  ought,  this  spring,  to  make  a 
trip  to  England,  and  your  motive  is  admirable,  that 
shifting  the  scene  was  of  great  service  to  you,  and 
therefore  it  may  be  so  to  me.  I  answer  as  an  aca- 
demic, Nego  consequentiam.  And  besides  compari^ 
sons  are  odious.  You  are  what  the  French  call  pUin 
de  vie.  As  you  afe  much  younger,  so  I  am  a  dozeir 
years  older  than  my  age  makes  me,  by  infirmities 
of  mind  and  body ;  to  which  I  add  the  perpetual  de- 
testation of  all  pubhc  persons  and  affairs  in  both 
kingdoms.  I  spread  the  story  of  Mrs  Mapp  while 
it  was  new  to  us  :  there  was  something  humorous 
in  it  throughout,  that  pleased  every  body  here.  Will 
you  engage  for  your  friend  Carteret  that  he  will  op- 
pose any  step  toward  arbitrary  power  I  He  has  pro- 
mised me,  under  a  penalty,  that  he  will  continue 
firm,  and  yet  some  reports  go  here  of  him,  that  have 
a  little  disconcerted  me.  Learning  and  good  sense 
he  has,  to  a  great  degree,  if  the  love  of  riches  and 
power  do  not  overbalance. 

Pray  God  long  continue  the  gifts  he  has  bestow- 
ed you,  to  be  the  chief  support  of  liberty  to  your 
country,  and  let  all  the  people  say,  Amen. 

I  am,  with  the  truest  respect,  and  highest  es« 
t^em^  Sir,  ^our,  &c, 

Jon.  Swift. 
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FROM  THE  EARL  OF  ORRPRY, 

pEAB  Sib, 
I  BEGisiYEp  your  conimaDds,  by  Faulkner,  tp 
write  to  you.  But  what  can  I  say  f  The  sceoe  of 
^  Cork  is  ever  th^  mm^ ;  dull,  insipid,  and  void  of 
*  ^U  amusement.  His  sacred  majesty  was  not  under 
greater  difficulty  to  find  out  diversions  at  Helvoet^ 
i&uys,  than  I  am  here.  The  butchers  are  as  greasy, 
^e  quiE^kers  as  formal,  and  the  presb^terians  as  holy, 
and  full  of  the  Lord,  as  usual ;  all  things  are  in  statu 
quo ;  even  the  hogs  and  pigs  gruntle  in  the  same 
cadence  as  of  yore»  Unfurnished  with  variety,  and 
drooping  under  the  natural  dulness  of  the  place, 
materials  for  a  letter  are  a^  h^rd  to  be  £3und,  i|s 
money,  sense,  honesty,  or  truth.  But  I  will  write 
on  ;  Ogilby,  Blackmore,  and  my  Lord  Grimstoa,^ 
have  done  the  same  before  me. 

I  have  not  yet  been  upon  the  Change ;  but  am 
told,  that  you  are  the  idol  of  the  court  of  alder-^ 
men.  They  have  sent  you  your  freedom.  The 
most  learned  of  them  having  read  a  most  dreadful 
account,  iiv Littleton's  dictionary,  of  Pandora^s  gofil 
box,  it  was  unanimously  agreed,  not  to  venture  so 
valuable  a  present  in  so  dangerous  a  metal.  Had 
these  sage  counsellors  copsidered,  that  Pandora  was 
a  woman,  f which,  perhaps,  Mr  Littleton  forgets  to 
mention)  they  would  have  seen,  that  the  ensuing 
evils  arose  from  the  sex,  and  not  firom  the  ore.  But 

t  Autlior  of  "  Lore  in  a  Hollow  Trec"..#H. 
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I  shall  speak  with  mor^  eertainty  of  the^e  affairs, 
when  I  have  tikken  my  seat  amodg  die  greybeards. 

My  letters  from  Englaad  speaktof  great  combus- 
tions. Absalom  continues  a  rebel  to  royal  David  i 
the  Achitophels  of  the  age  are  numerous  and  high^ 
spirited.  The  influence  of  the  comet  seems  to  have 
sta*ange  effects  already.  In  the  mean  time,  here 
live  we,  drones  of  Cork,  wrapped  up  in  our  own 
fjithj  procul  a  Jove  etprocul  afulmine.  Heaven, 
and  all  good  stars  protect  you  !  For  let  the  thunder 
burst  wh^re  it  will,  so  that  you  are  safe,  and  un-r 
singed,  who  cares  whether  rersia  submits  its  go- 
vernment to  the  renowned  Kouli  Khan,  or  that 
beardless  unexperiencd  youth,  the  Sophi.  At  least 
the  Vic^f  of  Bray  ^nd  I  shall  certainly  be  con*- 
Rented. 

Orrery. 


fROM  THE  SAME. 

Cprk,  March  18,  1736-7. 
Deah  Sir, 
This  is  occasioned  by  a  letter  I  have  received 
fiKHn  Mr  Pope,  of  which  I  send  you  a  copy  in  my 
own  hand,  not  caring  to  trust  the  original  to  tne 
accidents  of  the  post.  I  likewise  send  you  a  part 
of  a  fifth  volume  of  Curirs  Thefts,  in  which  you 
will  find  two  letters  to  you  (one  from  Mr  Pope,  the 
oth^  from  Lord  Bolingbroke)  just  published,  with 
an  impudent  preface  by  Curll.  You  see,  Curll, 
like  his  friend  the  Devil,  glides  through  all  key- 
holes, and  thrusts  himself  into  the  most  private  ca- 
binetei. 
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I  am  much  concerned  to  find  that  Mr  Pope  i§ 
still  uneasy  about  his  letters  ;  but,  I  hope,  a  letter  I 
sent  him  from  Dublin  (which  he  has  not  yet  re- 
ceived) has  removed  all  anxiety  of  that  kind.  In 
the  last  discourse  I  had  with  you  on  this  topic,  you 
remember  you  told  me  he  should  have  his  letters  ; 
and  1  lost  no  time  in  letting  him  know  your  resolu- 
tion. God  forbid  that  any  more  papers  belonging 
to  either  of  you,  especially  such  papers  as  your 
familiar  letters,  should  fall  into  the  hands  of  knaves 
and  fools,  the  professed  enemies  of  you  both  in 
particular,  and  of  all  honest  and  worthy  men  in 
general ! 

I  have  said  so  much  on  this  subject,  in  the  late 
happy  hours  you  allowed  me  to  pass  with  you  at  the 
deanery,  that  there  is  little  occasion  for  adding  more 
upon  it  at  present ;  especially  as  you  will  find,  in 
Mr  Pope's  letter  to  me,  a  strength  of  argument  that 
seems  irresistible.  As  I  have  thoughts  of  going  to 
England  in  June,  you  may  depend  upon  a  safe  car- 
riage of  any  papers  you  think  fit  to  send  him.  I 
should  think  myself  particularly  fortunate,  to  de- 
liver to  him  those  letters  he  seems  so  justly  desir- 
ous of.  I  entreat  you,  give  me  that  pleasure !  It 
will  be  a  happy  reflection  to  me  in  the  latest  hours 
of  my  life  ;  which,  whether  long  or  short,  shall  be 
constantly  spent  in  endeavouring  to  do  what  may 
be  acceptable  to  the  virtuous  and  the  wise.  I  am, 
dear  Sir,  your  very  faithful  and  obHged  humble  ser-^ 
vapt, 

Orrery. 
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MR  POPE  TO  THE  EARL  OF  ORRERY.  * 

My  Lord, 
After  having  condoled  several  times  vrith  you 
on  your  own  illness,  and  that  of  your  friends,  I  now 
chiim  some  share  myself;  for  I  havebeen  down  with 
a  fever,  which  yet  confines  me  to  my  chamber.  Just 
before,  I  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Dean,  full  of  my  heart ; 
and,  among  other  things,  pressed  him  (which,  I  must 
acquaint  your  lordship,  I  had  done  twice  before, 
for  near  a  twelvemonth  past)  to  secure  me  against 
that  rascal  printer,  by  returning  me  my  letters, 
which  (if  he  valued  so  much)  I  promised  to  send 
him  copies  of,  merely  that  the  originals  might  not 
fall  into  such  ill  hands,  and  thereby  a  hundred  par- 
ticulars be  at  his  mercy ;  which  would  expose  me 
to  the  misconstruction  of  many,  the  malice  of  some, 
and  the  censure,  perhaps,  of  the  whole  world.  A 
fresh  incident  made  me  press  this  again,  which  I  en-* 
close  to  you,  that  you  may  show  him,  The  man's 
declaration,  "  That  he  had  these  two  letters  of 
the  Dean's  from  your  side  the  water,'*  with  several 
others  yet  lying  by,  (which  I  cannot  doubt  the  truth 
of,  because  I  never  had  a  copy  of  either)  is  surely  a 
just  cause  for  my  tequest.  Yet  the  Dean,  answering 
every  other  point  of  my  letter,  with  the  utmost  ex- 
pressions of  kindness,  is  silent  upon  this  :  and,  the 
third  time  silent.  I  begin  to  fear  he  has  already  lent 
them  out  of  his  hands :  and  in  whatever  hands,  while 
they  are  Irish  hands,  allow  me,  my  lord,  to  say, 
th^  are  in  dangerous  hands.     Weak  admirers  are 


*  Iacl(^  ia  the  preceding  letter. 
VOL.  XIX.  *  I 
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as  bad  as  malicious  enemies,  and  operate  in  these 
cases  alike  to  an  author's  disparagement  or  uneasU 
ness.     I  think  this  1  made  the  Dean  so  just  a  re« 
quest,  that  I  beg  your  lordship  to  second  it,  by  « 
showing  him  what  I  write.     I  told  him  as  soon  as 
^I  found  myself  obliged  to  publish  an  edition  of 
letters  to  my  great  sorrow,  that  I  wished  to  make 
use  of  some  of  these:  nor  did  I  think  any  part  of 
my  correspondencies  would  do  me  a  greater  ho- 
nour, and  be  really  a  greater  pleasure  to  me,  than 
what  might  preserve  the  memory  how  well  we  lov- 
ed one  another.     1  find  the  Dean  was  not  quite  of 
the  same  opinion,  or  he  would  not,  I  think,  have 
denied  this.     I  wish  some  of  those  sort  of  people 
always  about  a  great  man  in  wit,  as  well  as  a  great 
man  in  power,  have  not  an  eye  to  some  little  inte- 
rest in  getting  the  whole  of  these  into  their  posses- 
sion ;  I  will  venture,  however,  to  say,  they  would 
not  add  more  credit  to  the  Dean's  memory,  by  their 
management  of  them,  than  I  by  mine  :  and  if,  as  I 
have  a  great  deal  of  affection  for  him,  I  have  with 
it  some  judgment  at  least,  I  presume  my  conduct 
herein  might  be  better  confided  in. 

Indeed,  this  silence  is  so  remarkable,  it  surprises 
me  :  I  hope  in  God  it  is  not  to  be  attributed  to  what 
he  complains,  a  want  of  memory.  I  would  rather 
suffer  from  any  other  cause  than  what  would  be  so 
unhappy  to  him.  My  sincere  love  for  this  valu- 
able, indeed,  incomparable  man,  will  accompany 
him  through  life,  and  pursue  his  memory,  were  I 
to  live  a  hundred  lives,  as  many  of  his  works  will 
live  ;  which  are  absolutely  original,  unequalled, 
unexampled.  His  humanity,  his  charity,  his  con- 
descension, his  candour,  are  equal  to  his  wit ;  and 
require  as  good  and  true  a  tsiste  to  be  equally  va- 
lued.    When  all  this  must  die,  (this  last  I  mean) 
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I  would  gladly  have  been  the  recorder  of  so  great  a 
part  of  it  as  shines  in  his  letters  to  me,  and  of  which 
my  own  are  but  as  so  many  ackowledgments.  But, 
perhaps,  before  this  reaches  your  hands,  my  cares 
may  be  over  ;  and  Curll,  and  every  body  else,  may 
say  and  lie  of  me  as  they  will :  the  Dean,  old  as 
he  is,  may  have  the  task  to  defend  me. 


*rO  MR  GIBSON. 

March  23, 1736-7. 

Mb  Gibson, 
1  DEsiBE  you  will  give  my  hearty  thanks  to  Mr 
Richardson  for  the  fine  present  he  has  made  me  ; 
and  I  thank  you  for  your  care  in  sending  it  me  in 
so  good  a  Condition.  I  have  invited  several  friends 
to  dine  Upon  it  with  me  to-morrow,  when  we  will 
drink  his  health.  He  has  done  every  thing  in  the 
genteelest  manner,  and  I  am  much  obliged  to  him. 
I  am.  your  friend  and  servant, 

Jon.  Swift. 


FROM  MR  POPE. 

March  23, 1736-7. 

Though  you  were  never  to  write  to  me,  yet 
what  you  desired  in  your  last,  that  I  would  write 
often  to  you,  would  be  a  very  easy  task  ;  for  every 
day  I  talk  with  you,  andof  you,  in  my  heart ;  and 
I  need  only  set  down  what  that  is  thinking  of. 
The  nearer  I  find  myself  verging  to  that  period  of 
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life  which  is  to  be  labour  and  sorrow,  the  more  I 
prop  myself  upon  those  few  supports  that,  are  left 
me.     People  in  this  state  are  like  props  indeed  ; 
;they  cannot  stand  alone,  but  two  or  more  of  them 
can  stand,  leaning  and  bearing  upon  one  another. 
I  wish  you  and  1  might  pass  this  part  of  life  toge- 
ther.    My  only  necessary  care  is  at  an  end.     1  am 
now  my  own  master  too  much  ;  my  house  is  too 
large ;  my  gardens  furnish  too  much  wood  and  pro- 
vision for  my  use.     My  servants  are  sensible  and 
.tender  of  me  ;  they  have  intermarried,  and  are  be- 
come rather  low  friends  than  servants  ;  and  to  all 
those  that  I  see  here  with  pleasure,  they  take  a  plea- 
sure in  being  useful.     I  conclude  this  is  your  case 
too  in  your  domestic  life,  and  I  sometimes  think  of 
your  old  housekeeper  as  my  nurse  :  though  I  trem- 
ble at  the  sea,  which  only  divides  us.     As  your 
fears  are  not  so  great  as  mine,  and  I  firmly  hope 
your  strength  still  much  greater,  is  it  utterly  im- 
possible it  might  once  more  be  some  pleasure  to 
you  to  see  England  ?  My  sole  motive  in  proposing 
France  to  meet  in,  was  the  narrowness  of  the  pas- 
sage by  sea  from  hence,  the  physicians  having  told 
me  the  weakness  of  my  breast,  &c.  is  such,  as  a 
sea»-»ickness  might  endanger  my  life.     Though  one 
or  two  of  our  friends  are  gone,  since  you  saw  your 
native  country,  there  remain  a  few  more  who  will 
last  so  till  death  ;  and  who  I  cannot  but  hope  have 
an  attractive  power  to  draw  you  back  to  a  country, 
'   which  cannot  quite  be  sunk  or  enslaved,  while 
such  spirits  remain.     And  let  me  tell  you,  there 
are  a  few  more  of  the  same  spirit,  who  would  awak- 
en all  your  old  ideas,  and  revive  your  hopes  of  her 
future  recovery  and  virtue.     These  look  up  to  you 
with  reverence,   and  would  be  animated  by   the 
sight  of  him,  qt  whose  soul  they  have  taken  fire,  in 
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his  writings,  and  derived  from  thence  as  much  lore 
of  their  species  as  is  consistent  with  a  contempt  for 
the  knaves  in  it. 

I  could  never  be  weary,  except  at  the  eyes,  of 
wntmg  to  you ;  but  my  real  reason  (and  a  strong 
one  It  is)  for  doing  it  so  seldom,  is  fear ;  fear  of  a 
very  great  and  experienced  evil,  that  of  my  letters 
being  kept  by  the  partiality  of  friends,  and  passing 
into  the  hands  and  malice  of  enemies ;  who  publish 
them  with  all  their  imperfections  on  their  head, 
so  that  I  write  not  on  the  common  terms  of  hone^ 
men. 

Would  to  God  you  would  c<Mne  over  with  Lord 
Orrery,  whose  care  of  you  in  the  voyage  1  could 
so  certainly  depend  on ;  and  bring  with  you  your 
old  housekeeper  and  two  or  three  servants.  I  have 
room  for  all,  a  heart  for  all,  and  (think  what  yo« 
will)  a  fortune  for  all  We  could,  were  we  together^ 
contrive  to  make  our  last  days  easy,  and  leave  somff 
sort  of  monument,  what  friends  two  wits  could  be  in 
spite  of  all  the  fools  in  the  world.    Adieu. 


FROM  LORD  CARTERET. 

Arlington  Street,  March  24,  1736-T. 
91 R, 

I  THIS  day  attended  the  cauSe  *  you  recommended 
to  roe  in  your  letter  of  the  3d  of  Januarys  the  de- 


♦  An  appeal  depending  between  certain  persons  of  the  name  6t 
D^ne.  ♦ 
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cree  was  affirmed  most  unanimously,  the  appeal 
adjudged  frivolous,  and  1001.  costs  given  to  the 
respondent.  Lord  Bathurst  attended  likewise.  The 
other  lords  you  mention,  I  am  very  little  acquainted 
with ;  so  I  cannot  deliver  your  messages,  though  I 
pity  them  in  being  out  of  your  favour.  Since  you 
mention  Greek,  I  must  tell  you,  that  my  son,  at  six- 
teen, understands  it  better  than  I  did  at  twenty,  and 
I  tell  him,  "  Study  Greek,''  ncti  hHv  liJ^Won  rct^jruvaf 

irBviJLtiBiicfi  j?t§  Ayttv  i-jrSvyLmui  nfio       He    kjlOWS    hoW 

to  construe  this,  and  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  believe 
he  will  fall  into  the  sentiment ;  and  then,  if  he  makes 
no  figure,  he  will  yet  be  a  happy  man. 

Your  late  lord-lieutenant  *  told  me,  some  time 
ago,  he  thought  he  was  not  in  your  .favour.  I  told 
him  I  was  of  that  opinion,  and  showed  him  the 
article  of  your  letter  relating  to  himself;  I  believe 
J  did  wrong:  not  that  you  care  a  farthing  for 
princes  or  ministers  ;  but  because  it  was  vanity  in, 
ine,  to  produce  your  acknowledgments  to  me  for 
providing  for  people  of  learning,  some  of  which  I 
had  the  honour  to  promote  at  your  desire,  for  which  ' 
I  still  think  myself  obliged  to  you.  And  I  have 
not  heard  that  since  they  have  disturbed  the  peace 
of  the  kingdom,  or  been  Jacobites,  in.  disgrace  to 
you  and  me. 

I  desire  you  will  make  my  sincere  respects  ac- 
ceptable to  Mr  Delany.  He  sent  me  potted  wood- 
cocks in  perfection,  which  Lady  Granville,  my  wife, 
and  children,  have  eat,  though  I  have  not  yet 
jmswered  hi^  letter.  My  l^ady  Granville,  r^^iilg 
your  postscript,  bids  me  tell  you,  that  she  will  sen4 


*  Jh^  Pake  of  Ddrs^t.—H. 
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you  a  present;  and  if  she  knew  what  you  liked, 
she  would  do  it  forthwith.  Let  me  know,  and  it 
shall  be  done,  that  the  first  of  the  family  may  no 
longer  be  postponed  by  you  to  the  third  place. 
My  wife  and  Lady  Worseley  desire  their  respects 
should  be  mentioned  to  you  rhetorically;  but  as 
I  am  a  plain  peer,  I  shall  say  nothing,  but  that  I 
am,  for  ever.  Sir,  your  mos|  humble  and  obedient 
servant, 

Carteret. 

When  people  ask  me,  how  I  governed  Ireland  ?    I 
say,  that  I  pleased  Dr  Swift. 

Qnaesitim  mentis  siime  superbiaiiu 


TO  MR  ALDERMAN  BARBER. 

'Dublin,  March  SO,  1737* 
Dear  Mr  Alderman, 
You  will  read  the  character  of  the  bearer,  Mr 
Lloyd,  which  he  is  to  deliver  to  you,  signed  by  the 
magistrates  and  chief  inhabitants  of  Colrane.  It 
seems  your  society  has  raised  the  rents  of  that  town, 
and  your  lands  adjoining,  about  three  years  ago,  to 
four  times  the  value  of  what  they  formerly  paid; 
which  is  beyond  all  I  have  ever  hieard  even  among 
the  most  screwing*  landlords  of  this  impoverished 
kingdom ;  and  the  consequence  has  already  been, 
that  many  of  your  tenants  in  the  said  town  and  lands 
are  preparing  for  their  removal  to  the  plantations  in 
America;  for  the  same  reasons  that  are  driving  some 
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thousands  of  families  in  the  adjoining  northern  parts 
to  the  same  plantations ;  I  mean  the  oppression  by 
landlords.  My  dear  friend,  you  are  to  consider  that 
no  society  can,  or  ought  in  prudence  or  justice,  let 
their  lands  at  so  high  a  rate  as  a  squire  who  lives 
upon  his  own  estate,  and  is  able  to  distrain  iit  an 
hour's  warning.  All  bodies  corporate  must  giv*i  easy 
bargains,  that  they  may  ^epend  upon  receiving  their 
rents,  and  thereby  be  ready  to  pay  all  the  incident 
charges  to  which  they  are  subject.  Thus,  bishops, 
deansy  and  chapters,  as  well  as  other  corporations, 
seldom  or  never  let  their  lands  even  so  high  as  at 
half  the  value ;  and  when  they  raise  those  rents 
which  are  scandalously  low,  it  is  ever  by  degrees. 
I  have  many  instances  of  this  conduct  in  my  own 
practice,  as  well  as  in  that  of  my  chapter.  Although 
my  own  lands,  as  dean,  be  let  for  four-fifths  under 
their  value,  I  have  not  raised  them  a  sixth  part  in 
twenty-three  years,  and  took  very  moderate  fines. 
On  the  other  side,  I  confess  there  is  no  reason  why 
an  honourable  society  should  rent  their  estate  for  a 
trifle ;  and  therefore  I  told  Mr  Lloyd  my  opinion, 
that  if  you  could  be  prevailed  on  just  to  double  the 
old  rent,  and  no  more,  I  hoped  the  tenants  might  be 
able  to  live  in  a  tolerable  manner ;  for  I  am  as  much 
convinced  as  I  can  be  of  any  thing  human,  that  this 
wretched  oppressed  country  must  of  necessity  de-^ 
cline  every  year.  If,  by  a  miracle,  things  should 
mend,  you  may,  in  a  future  renewal,  make  a  mo^- 
derate  mcrease  of  rent,  but  not  by  such  leaps  as  you 
are  now  taking ;  for  you  ought  to  remember  the 
fable  of  the  hen,  who  laid  every  second  day  a  golden 
egg ;  upon  which  her  mistress  killed  her,  to  get  the 
whole  lump  at  once.  I  am  told  that  one  condition 
in  vour  charter  obliges  you  to  plant  a  colony  of 
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Elfish  in  those  parts :  if  that  be  so,  you  are^too 
wise  to  make  it  a  colony  of  Irish  beggars.  Some  ill 
consequences  have  already  happened  by  your  pro- 
digious increase  of  the  rent.  Many  of  your  old 
tenants  hare  quitted  their  houses  in  Colrane ;  others 
are  not  able  to  repair  their  habitations,  which  are 
daily  going  to  ruin,  and  many  of  those  who  live  on 
your  lands  in  the  country,  owe  great  arrears,  which 
they  will  never  be  in  a  condition  to  pay.  I  would 
not  have  said  thus  much  in  an  affair,  and  about  per- 
sons to  whom  I  am  an  utter  stranger,  if  I  had  not 
been  assured,  by  some  whom  I  can  trust,  of  the 
poor  condition  those  people  in  and  about  Colrane 
have  lain  under,  since  that  enormous  increase  of 
their  rents* 

The  bearer,  Mr  Lloyd,  whom  I  never  saw  till 
yesterday,  seems  to  be  a  gentleman  of  great  truth 
s«d  good  sense ;  he  has  no  interest  in  the  case,  for, 
although  he  lives  at  Colrane,  his  preferment  is  some 
miles  farther ;  he  is  now  going  to  visit  his  father, 
who  lives  near  Wrexham,  not  for  from  Chester,  and 
from  thence,  at  the  desire  of  your  tenants  in  and 
near  Colrane,  he  is  content  to  go  to  London,  and 
wait  on  you  there  with  his  credentials.  If  he  has 
misrepresented  this  matter  to  me  in  any  one  par« 
ticular,  I  shall  never  be  his  advocate  again* 

And  now,  my  dear  friend,  I  am  forced  to  tell  you, 
that  my  health  is  very  much  decayed,  my  deafness 
and  giddiness  are  more  frequent ;  spirits  I  have  none 
left;  my  memory  is  almost  gone.  The  public  cor- 
ruptions in  both  kingdoms  allow  me  no  peace  or 
quiet  of  mind.  I  sink  every  day,  and  am  older  by 
twenty  years  than  many  others  of  the  same  age.  I 
hope,  and  am  told,  that  it  is  better  with  you.  May 
you  live  as  long  as  you  desire,  for  I  have  lost  so  many 
old  friends,  without  getting  any  new,  that  I  must 
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keep  you  as  a  handsel  of  the  former.     I   am^  my 
long  dew  friend,  with  great  esteem  and  love. 
Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

JoN.  Swift. 

When  I  would  write  to  you,  I  cannot  remember  tb^ 
street  you  live  in. 


FROM  THE  EARL  OF  OJIRERY. 

Cork,  April  3,  1787» 
Dear  Sir, 
I  AM  very  glad  there  are  twelve  thousand  pouncb 
worth  of  halfpence  arrived;  they  are  twelve  thousand 
arguments  for  your  quitting  Ireland.  I  look  upon 
you  in  the  same  state  of  the  unfortunate  Achaemeni- 
des  amidst  tyrants  and  monsters— r~  Do  you  not  re- 
member the  description  of  Polypheme  and  his  den  ? 

Domos  sanie  4&pibasqiie  cruentis 

Intus  opaca,  ingens,  ipse  arduas,  altaque  pnli^^t 
Sidera,  (Dii  talem  terris  ayertite  pestem !) 
Nee  Tisu  facllis,  nee  dicta  aifabiiis  ulli : 
Visceribns  miseroram  et  sanguine  Tescitur  atfo.  * 


*  «<  The  cave,  thongh  large,  was  dark ;  the  dismal  floor 
Was  pay'd  with  mangled  limbs  and  putrid  |ore. 
One  moDstrons  host,  of  more  than  homan  size. 
Erects  his  head,  and  stares  within  the  skies.  • 
Bellowing  his  Toice.  and  horrid  is  his  hue. 
Ye  Gods,  remove  this  plague  from  mortal  view ! 
The  joints  of  slaughtered  wretehes  are  his  food. 
And  for  his  wine,  he  quaffs  th^  streamiog  blopd.^ 


Drtobh. 
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0*  Remember  also,  that 

Centum  alii  curva  haec  habitant  ad  littora  Tulgo 
Infandi  Cyclopes,  et  altis  montibus  errant.  * 

Translate  these  lines  and  come  away  with  'me  to 
Marston;  there  you  shall  enjoy  otium  cum  dignitate  ; 
there  you  shall  see  the  famous  Sacsockishkashy  and 
his  two  pupils,  who  shall  attend  your  altars  with 
daily  incense ;  there  no  archbishops  can  intrude ; 
there  you  shall  be  the  sole  lord  and  master ;  while 
we  your  subjects  shall  learn  obedience  from  our 

happiness. If  you    ever   can   think    seriously, 

think  so  now;  and  let  me  say  with  the  curate  of  my 
parish,  Consider  what  hais  been  said  unto  you, 
ponder  it  well,  lay  it  up  in  your  heart,  and  God  of 
his  infinite  mercy  direct  you  ! — ^Mrs  Whiteway 
shall  be  truly  welcome  to  Marston's  homely  shade. 
Hector  shall  fawn  upon  the  doctor ;  and  1  myself 
will  he  und^r  the  direction  and  government  oi  Sir 
Robert  Walpole. 

You  tell  me,  I  am  to  carry  a  load  for  you  to 
England ;  the  'most  acceptable  load  will  be  your- 
self, and  that  I  would  carry  with  as  true  piety  as 
^neas  bore  the  ancient  Anchises  on  his  shoulders, 
when  he  fled  from  fire,  from  blood,  from  Greeks, 
and  from  ruined  Troy ! 

Can  you  expect  that  lords  move  regularly  ?  Is  it 
not  below  our  station  to  think  where  or  when  we  are 
to  go  ?     But  if  my  coach  and  six  is  in  order,  per* 


*  ^  Sach  and  so  vast  as  Polypbeme  appears, 
A  hundred  more  this  hated  island  bears : 
like  him  in  caves  they  shut  their  woolly  sheep,  "^ 

like  liiniy  their  herds  on  tops  of  mountaws  keep ;  > 

^e  hinif  with  mighty  strides  they  stalk  from  steep  to  steep."  y 

Brydeit, 
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haps  T  may  have  the  honour  to  start  a  hare  in  Ste- 
ven^s- Green  about  the  first  of  next  month*  In  the 
month  of  June  I  will  hope  to  set  sail  with  you  to 
England.  Mr  Pope  will  come  out  beyond  the 
shore  to  meet  you :  you  will  exchange  Cyclops  for 
men ;  and  if  one  must  fall,  surely  the  choice  is 
right: 

Si  pereo,  manibus  hominam  periisse  juTabit.  * 

My  next  shall  be  longer.  I  am  now  forced  to 
bid  you  farewell ;  but  hereafter  expect  my  whole 
life  and  conversation ;  you  shall  certainly  have  the 
cheeses.  If  you  will  come  to  Somersetshire,  1  will 
eat  one  for  joy.  f  The  best  in  England  are  made 
in  my  manor. 

I  am  so  well,  that  T  had  almost  forgot  to  answer 
that  kind  part  of  your  letter.  It  is  only  you  that 
can  add  health  and  happiness  to  your  very  afTec^ 
tionate  obliged  and  faithful  servant, 

ORRERYt 


FROM  THE  EARL  OF  OXFORD. 

Dover  Street,  April  7y  1737. 
Good  Mr  Dean, 
I  AM  extremely  obliged  to  you  for  several  letters 
which  I,  with  great  shame  and  confcern,  acknow- 
ledge that  I  have  not  answered,  as  also  several  re* 


*  « I  die  content,  to  die  by  human  hands."  Drtdkw. 

+  The  Earl  of  Orrery  hated  cheese  to  such  ad^ree«  that  he 
could  scarcely  bear  the  sight  of  it— D.  S. 
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membrances  of  me  and  my  family  in  your  letters,  to 
Mr  Pope :  T  stand  very  strongly  obliged  to  you 
upon  these  accounts ;  I  dare  say  you  will  do  me 
that  justice,  that  you  will  not  attribute  my  not 
writing  to  proceed  from  any  neglect  of  you,  or 
from  any  forgetfulness  :  I  am  certain  of  this,  that  I 
do  retain  the  warmest  esteem  and  sincerest  regard 
for  you  of  any  one,  be  he  who  he  will;  and  therefore 
I  hope  you  will  pardon  what  is  passed,  and  I  pro- 
mise to  amend,  if  my  letters  would  in  the  least  be 
agreeable  to  you. 

One  reason  of  my  writing  to  you  now  is  (next  to 
my  asking  your  forgiveness)  this ;  I  am  told  that 
you  have  given  leave  and  liberty  to  some  pne  or 
more  of  your  friends  to  print  a  history  of  the  last 
four  years  of  Queen  Anne's  reign,  wrote  by  you. 

As  I  am  most  truly  sensible  of  your  constant  re- 
gard and  sincere  friendship  for  my  father,  even  to 
partiality  (if  1  may  say  so),  I  am  very  sensible  of  the 
share  and  part  he  must  bear  in  such  a  history  ;  and 
as  I  remember,  when  I  read  over  that  history  of 
yours,  I  can  recollect  that  there  seemed  to  me  a 
want  of  some  papers  to  make  it  more  complete, 
which  was  not  in  our  power  to  obtain ;   besides 
there  were  some  severe  things  said,  which  might 
have  been  then  very  currently  talked  of,  but  now 
will  want  a  proper  evidence  to  support ;  for  these 
reasons  it  is  that  I  do  entreat  the  favour  of  you, 
and  make  it  my  earnest  request,  that  you  will  give 
your  positive  directions,    that  this  history  be  not 
printed  and  published,  until  I  have  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  seeing  it ;  with   a  liberty  of  showing  it  to 
some  family  friends,  whom  I  would  consult  upon 
this  occasion.     I  beg  pardon  for  this ;  I  hope  you 
will  be  so  good  as  to  grant  my  request :  I  do  it  with 
great  def^ence  to  you.     If  I  had  the  pleasure  of 
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seeing  you,  I  could  soon  say  something  to  you  thai 
would  convince  you  I  am  not  wrong :  they  are  not 
proper  for  a  letter,  as  you  will  easily  guess. 

My  wife  desires  your  acceptance  of  her  most 
humble  service ;  my  daughter  is  extremely  pleased 
with  the  notice  you  are  pleased  to  take  of  her,  she 
is  very  well :  she  brought  me  another  grand-daugh- 
ter last  month :  she  desires  your  acceptance  of  her 
most  humble  service,  and  would  be  glad  of  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  you  here  in  England. 

The  Duke  of  Portland  so  far  answers  our  ex- 
pectations, that  indeed  he  exceeds  them  ;  for  h^ 
makes  the  best  husband,  the  best  father,  and  the 
best  son ;  these  qualities  are,  I  assure  you,  very 
rare  in  this  age. 

I  wish  you  would  make  my  compliments  to  my 
Lord  Orrery  ;  do  you  design  to  keep  him  with 
you  ?  I  do  not  blame  you,  if  you  can.  I  am, 
with  true  esteem  and  regard,  Sir,  your  most  oblig- 
ed and  most  faithful  humble  servant, 

Oxford. 

I  wish  Master  Faulkner,  when  he  sends  any  thing 
to  me,  would  say  how  you  do.  * 


♦  Mr  Faulkner  was  with  Dr  Swift  when  he  received  this  let- 
ter ;  which  he  instantly  answered,  and  made  Faulkner  read  it  ta 
him :  the  purport  of  which  was,  *^  that  although  he  loyed  his 
lordship's  father  more  than  he  ever  did  any  man  ;  yet,  as  a  hu. 
man  creature,  he  had  his  faults,  and  therefore,  as  an  impartial 
writer,  he  could  not  conceal  them."  The  Dean  made  Faulkner 
write  on  the  same  sheet  of  paper  to  his  lordship  to  answer  for 
himself,  and  to  put  it  into  the  post.ofiice,  as  he  would  not  trust 
a  seryant  with  it,  that  he  might  vouch  the  truth,  if  ever  he 
should  hear  his  character  called  in  question  upon  this  occasion* 
— F. 
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TO  DR  SHERIDAN. 


April  9,  1737. 
About  a  month  ago  I  received  your  last  letter, 
wherein  you  complain  of  my  long  silence ;  what 
will  you  do  when  I  am  so  long  in  answering  ?  I 
have  one  excuse  which  will  serve  all  my  friends, 
I  am  quite  worn  out  with  disorders  of  mind  and 
body  ;  a  long  fit  of  deafness,  which  still  continues, 
hath  unqualified  me  for  conversing,  or  thinking, 
or  reading,  or  hearing  :  to  all  this  is  added  an  ap- 
prehension of  giddiness,  whereof  I  have  frequently 
some  frightful  touches.  Besides,  I  can  hardly 
write  ten  lines  without  twenty  blunders,  as  you 
will  see  by  the  number  of  scratchings  and  blots  be- 
fore this  letter  is  done:  into  the  bargain,  I  have 
not  one  rag  of  memory  left ;  and  my  friends  have 
all  forsaken  me,  except  Mrs  Whiteway,  who  pre- 
serves some  pity  for  my  condition,  apd^afew  others 
who  love  wine  that  costs  them  nothing.  As  to 
my  taking  a  journey  to  Cavan,  I  am  just  as  capa- 


Notwithstandiag  what  Mr  Faulkner  has  above  stated,  and  no 
doubt  accurateiy,  as  it  consisted  with  his  own  knowledge,  it  ap« 
pears  from  a  subsequent  letter  from  Mr  Lewis,  8th  April  1738, 
first  printed  in  this  edition  of  tbe  Dean^s  works,  that  Swift  ac* 
tually  complied  with  Lord  Oxford's  reiterated  request,  and  that 
the  manuscript  history  was  revised  by  his  lordship  and  some  of 
his  friends*  Jt  seems  more  than  probable,  that  the  remarks 
which  they  offered,  and  the  alterations  which  they  proposed, 
induced  the  Dean  to  suspend,  or  to  lay  altogether  aside,  his  inten« 
tion  to  publish  the  work  in  question.  See  also  the  Dean's  sub- 
sequent letter  to  Lord  Oxford,  14th  June  1737,  and  Lord  Ox- 
ford's answer,  4th  July  following,  in  which  he  again  strongly 
urges  the  request  here  made. 
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ble  as  of  a  voyage  to  China,  or  of  ranniDg  races  at 
Newmarket.  But,  to  speak  in  the  Latinitas  GraU 
taniana }  Tu  clamas  meretrix  primus ;  for  we  have 
all  expected  you  here  at  Easter,  as  you  were  used 
to  do.  Your  muster-roll  of  meat  is  good,  but  of 
drink  in  sup  port  able.  Yew  wann  twine.  My 
stress  Albavia  has  eaten  here  all  your  hui^  beef, 
and  said  it  was  very  good.  The  affair  of  high  im- 
portance in  their  family  is,  that  Miss  Molly  hath 
issued  out  orders,  with  great  penalties,  to  be  cal- 
led Mrs  Harrison  ;  which  caused  many  speck  you'll 

ash  owns. 1  am  now  come  to  the  noli  me  tan 

jerry,  which  begg  ins  wyth  mad  dam. — So  I  will 
go  on  by  the  strength  of  my  own  wit  upon  points 
of  the  high  est  imp  or  taunts.  L  have  been  very 
curious  in  considering  that  fruitful  word  ling ;  which 
explains  many  fine  qualities  in  ladies,  such  as 
grow  ling,  ray  ling,  tip  ling,  (seldom)  toy  ling, 
mumb  ling;  grumb  ling,  curr  ling,  puss  ling,  buss 
lin^,  strow  ling,  ramb  ling,  quarry  ling,  tat  ling, 
whiff  ling,  dahb  ling,  doub  ling.%  These  are  but 
as  ample  o  fan  hunn  dread  mower  ;  they  have  all 
got  cold  this  winter,  big  owing  tooth  in  lick  lad 

ink  old  wet  her,  an  dare  ink  you  rabble. Well, 

I  triumph  over  you.  Is  corn  urine  cap  a  city. 
Pray,  tell  me,  does  the  land  of  Quilca  pay  any 
rent  ?  or  is  any  paid  by  the  tenant  ?  or  is  there  not 
any  part  of  L.50  to  be  got  ?  But  before  you  make 
complaints  of  ill  payments  from  your  school,  I  will 
declare  I  was  never  so  ill  paid  as  now,  even  by 
my  richer  debtors.  I  have  finished  my  will  for  the 
last  time,  wherein  I  left  some  little  legacy,  which 
you  are  not  to  receive  till  you  shall  be  entirely  out 
of  my  debt,  and  paid  all  you  owe  to  my  executors. 
And  I  have  made  very  honourable  mention  of  you 
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in  the  will,  as  the  consideration  of  my  leaving  these 
legacies  to  you. 

Explain  this  proverb,  Salt  dryjish^  mid  the  wed- 
ding  gold,  is  the  vice  of  women  voih  yoting  and  old. 
Yes,  you  have  it  i  nam  o  mento  time. 

The  old  hunks  Shepherd  has  buried  his  only  son, 
who  was  a  young  hunk^  come  to  age. 

POSTSCRIPT. 

Here  is  arhime;  it  i^  a  satire  on  an  inconstant' 
lover. 

Ton  are  as  faithless  as  a  Carthaginiaii, 

To  love  at  once,  Kate,  Nell,  Doll,  Martiia,  Jenny,  Anne. 

A  Specimen  of  Latinitas  Grattaniana. 

'Eqo  Indam  dialx^am  super  duos  bacnlos  cam  te. 
y  oca  super  me  eras.  « 

Profecto  ego  dabo  tibi  tunm  tentrem  plenum  legis. 
Sine  me  solum  cum  ilio.     £go  capiam  tempus. 
Quid  pestis  yelles  tu  esse  apud  ? 
£f  o  faciam  te  f umare. 
Due  uxoiem  Teui  super. 
Ego  dabo  ^bi  pyxidem  in  aure. 

£go  &€iam  te  secare  saltum.  * 

Veni,  veni,  solVe  tuum  scotum,  et  fiic  non  pluia  terba. 
Id  est  pins  expensi  quam  Teneratio. 
Si  tn  espro  lege,  dabo  tibi  legem,  tnum  tentrem  plenum. 
Vt  diabolus  Toluit  habere  id. 
Quid  est  materia  tecum  ?  *. 

Tn  babes  Tetus  proTerbium  super  tuum  latns : ,  Nihil  est  nunquffia 

inpmcule. 
Cape  me  apud  illud,  et  suspei^  ine. 
Ego  capio  te  apud  tuum  Terbum. 
Tu  Tenis  in  farti  tempore. 
Est  formosus  corporatus  homo  in  facie. 
Esne  tn  super  pro  bmni  die?    '    ~"  ' 
Morsus  :  Esne  tu  ibi  cum  tuis  ursis  ? 
lUe  est  ex  super  suam  serrationem.* 

VOL.  XIX.  K 
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E^o  amo  mendacem  in  meo  corde,  et  tn  aptas  me  ad  cfioeii},: 
E^o  di(am  ti^i  ft^id  «  l^c  es(  n^^g^^s  clamor,  et  ^ajrra  laqa. 

^uid !  tn  ^  sup^r  (unqii  altum  equitm. 
Tn  nanqiiam  isrtastt  tunra  terbttm. 
Hie  est  diabolus  et  onuie  agoie. 
VjfR^  ti|  Q^  ^  lip|ii|9,  ti)W9^  t^lIppl  Terbum  ? 
Ego  faciam  porcum,  x^l  cm^v^  4^.  ic|» 
Elgo  serto  hoc  pro  plttTioso  die. 
Ego  possum  faoere  id  cum  digito  madido. 
Profecto  ego  habni  nullum  mM^^|  in  id. 
Es^  tu  in  anfe  nid^? 
Tu  es  homo  extranei  renis. 
Precor,  ambu  la  super. 
Ego  feci  amorem  virgini  hopjPff'is. 
Quo|9^c^o  ^f^t^id  (;|f<:mD*  QUp4  ti^  ludb  stultun^  ita  ? 
Yos  ibiy  ike  Tiam  *pr6  meo  domino. 
Omnes  socii  apud  pedem  pilam. 
Fsmins  el  liAttiiHi  aipidunt  QptM  per  csmMm  luc80(i. 


11^1*11  iinjiHiMn  iii|h 

TO  MR  RICHARDSON  *. 

*  April »,  1737. 

Sin, 
I  HAVE  wonder^  since  I  liJ^ve  Ijad  the  fevpur 
to  know  you,  what  could  possibly  put  you  upon 
your  civility  to  me.  You  have  invited  me  to  your 
house,  and  proposed  ev^ry  thing  according  to  my 
own  scheme  that  would  make  me  easy.  You  have 
loaded  me  with  presents,  although  i|  nev^r  l^y  in 


«  Sec  letter  to  Mr  RicharO^n,  4aW  Oct  39>  173^ 
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my  power  to  do  you  any  sort  of  fevour  or  advan^ 
tage.     I  have  had  a  salmon  from    you  of  S61b» 
weight,  another  of  I8lb.  arid  th6  last  of  Hlb. :  upon 
which  my  ill-natured  friends  descant,  that  I  am  de* 
dining  in  your  good-will  by  the  declining  of  weight 
in  your  salmon.  They  would  have  had  your  salmoi^ 
double  the  weight:  the  second  should  have  been  of 
69lh.  the  third  of  J 04.  and  the  last  of  208lb.     It 
seems  this  is  the  way  of  Dublin  computors,  who 
think  you  country  gentlemen  have  nothing  to  do 
but  to  oblige  us  citizens,  who  are  not  bound  tp 
make  you  the  least  return,  farther  than,  when  you 
come  hither,  to  meet  you  by  chance  in  a  coffee- 
house ;  and  ask  you  what  tavern  you  dine  in,  and 
there  pay  your  club.  I  intend  to  deal  with  you  in  the 
same  manner  ;  and  if  you  come  to  town  for  three 
months,  I  will  invite  you  once  to  dinner, 
I  shall  expect  to  stay  a  whole  year  with 
you  will  be  bound  to  thank  me  for  honou 
house.     You  saw  me  ill  enough  when  J 
honour  to  see  you  at  the  deanery.    Mrs  ^ 
my  cousin,  and  the  only  cousin  I  own,  i 
she  was  here  in  your  company,  and  desii 
sent  her  humble  service  to  you ;  and  n( 
for  you  Tsent  s6  much  salmon,  that  I  was  forced  to 
give  her  a  part.     Some  ten  days  ago  there  came  to 
see  me  one  Mr  Lloyd  a  clergyman^,  who  lives,  as  I 
remember,  near  Colrane.     He  had  a  commission 
fronat  the  people  in  and  about  that  town  which  be- 
longs to  the  London  society.     It  seems  that,  three 
years  ago,  the  society  increased  their  rents  from  SOOl. 
to  ISOOl.  a-year  ;  since  which  time  the  town  is  de- 
clined^ the  tenants  neglect  their  houses,  and  the 
country  tenants  are  not  able  to  live,     I  writ  a  let- 
ter by  him  to  Alderman  Barber,  because  their  de- 
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mands  seem  y^ry  extravagant :  but  I  had  no  other 
reason  for  doing  so  than  the  ample  commission  he 
had  from  the  to-wn  of  Colrane.*  I  wish  I  knew 
your  sentiments  in  this  affain  I  never  saw  the 
gentleman  before  ; .  but  the  commission  he  had  en- 
couraged me  so  far,  that  I  could  not  refuse  him  the 
letter.  Although  I  was  ill  ^lough  whea  I  saw 
you,  I  am  forty  times  worse  at  present,  and  am  no 
more  able  to  be  your  guest  this  suouner  than. to  tra- 
vel to  America,  t  have  been  this  ^onth  so  ill  with 
a  giddy  head,  and  so  very  deaf,  that  I  am  not  fit  fox 
human  conversation  :  besides,  my  spirits  are  so  low 
that  i  do  not  think  any  thing  worth  minding  ;  and 
most , of  my  friends,  with  very  great  justice,  have 
forsaken  me.  .  I  find  you  deal  with  Faulkner.  I 
have  read  his  Rollings  history.  The  translator  did 
not  want  knowledge  enough,  but  is  a  coxcomb  by 
running  into  those  cant  words  and  phrases  Mfhjch 
have  spoiled  our  language,  and  will  spoil  it  n^ore 
every  day.  Your  presents  are  so  numerqus  that  I 
had  almost  forgot  to  thank  you  for  the  cheese  ; 
against  which  there  can  be  no  objection  but  that 
of»too  much  rennet,  for  which  I  so  often  wish  ill  to 
the  housewife*  .  I  am.  Sir,  with  true  esteem,  * 
Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

JoN.  Swi^T* 


*  This  ezpostiUation  is  dated  the  SOtli  of  May  precediof^ 
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FROM  Mr  RICHARDSON. 

April  17,  1737. 
Rev£B£Nd  Sir, 

I  RETURNED  last  night  from  Derry,  where  I  have 
been  for  some  time  past,  and  where  you  will  be  re- 
ceived with  great  respect.  I  pleased  myself  with 
the  hopes  of  finding  at  home  an  account  of  the  time 
you  design  being  here.  My  disappointment  occa- 
sions you  this  trouble  ;  and  I  hope  you  will  suffer 
that  which  can  do  it  best  to  plead  my  excuse  for 
being  so  importunate. 

Sir»  I  take  the  country  to  be  as  pleasant  the  latter 
end  of  this,  and  all  the  next  month,  as  any  in  the 
year  ;  the  fields  are  putting  on  their  gayest  liveries 
to  rec^ve  you  ;  the  birds  will  warble  their  sweetest 
notes  to  entertain  you  ;  and  the  waters  in  the  river 
Bann,  when  they  come  in  view  of  your  apartment, 
will  tumble  in  great  hurry  to  wait  on  you,  and  leave 
you  with  reluctance. 

I  must  brag  of  my  situation,  and  will  pawn  my 
credit  with  you  in  those  matters,  that  you  will  pro- 
nounce it  the  most  delightful  you  have  seen  in  Dub- 
lin at  4east. 

Sir,  I  will  not  conceal  from  you  any  longer  a  self- 
interest  I  have  in  honouring  this  place  with  your 
presence.  AH  the  inclosures  I  intend  in  my  de- 
mesne are  now  finished,  and  1  am  ready  to  begin 
what  I  intend  by  way  of  ornament ;  but  until  I  am 
fixed  in  the  scheme  of  the  whole,  which  I  would 
have  adapted  in  the  best  manner  to  the  place,  I 
would  do  nothing.  I  have  delayed  coming  to  a  fi- 
nal resolution,  till  I  shall  have  the  opportunity  of 
entreating  your  opinion  and  assistance  after  viewing 
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the  whole.  It  will  perhaps  afford  yourself  no  dis- 
agreeable amusement,  and  occasion  something  ele^ 
gant  and  correct  iii  miniature,  where  nature  has 
almost  done  every  thing.  When  you  let  me  know 
that  you  have  fitted  your  stages,  I  will  contrive  to 
meet  you  as  far  as  Armagh  or  Stewartstown^  I 
will  only  add,  that  it  is  one  that  loves  you,  .as  well 
as  admires  you,  that  is  thus  troublesome  to  you  ; 
and  that  I  am,  with  the  greatest  truth,  as  well  as 
esteem,  Sir, 

Your  most  humble  and  most  obedient  servant, 

William  RxcHAaDsox. 


TO  MR  RICHARDSON. 

Dubliti,  April  30, 1737. 
SiR> 
If  it  had  pleased  God  to  restore  me  to  any  de* 

See  of  health,  I  should  have  been  setting  out  on 
londay  next  to  your  house;  but  I  find  such  a 
weekly  decay,  that  has  made  it  impossible  for  me 
to  ride  above  five  or  six  miles  at  farthest,  aiid  1  al- 
ways return  the  same  day  heartily  tired.  I  have  not 
an  ounce  of  flesh  or  a  dram  of  spirits  left  me;  yet 
my  greatest  load  is  not  my  years  but  my  infirmities. 
In  England,  before  I  was  twenty,  I  got  u  cc^d  which 
gave  me  a  deafness  that  I  could  never  clear  myself 
of.  Although  it  came  but  seldom,  and  lasted  but  a 
few  days,  yet  my  left  ear  has  never  been  well  since: 
but  when  the  deafness  comes  on,  I  can  hear  with 
neither  ear,  except  it  be  a  woman  with  a  treble,  and 
a  man  with  a  counter-tenor.  This  unqualifies  me 
for  any  mixed  conversation :  and  the  fits  of  deafness 
increase  ;  for  I  have  now  been  troubled  with  it  near 
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s^trfefl  weeks,  and  it  is  not  yet  lesseil^d,  tvhifch  6x- 
flremtly  adds  to  my  mortification.  1  shbtild  hot 
hiate  beien  iso  pstrti^^ttlar  in  troubling  yoti  with  iriy 
ailttreiitfe,  if  they  had  nbt  been  too  good  ah  eiduse 
for  my  inability  to  Venture  any  where  Beyond  th^ 
pi-ost)fect  of  this  loVri/ 

I  am  the  more'  obliged  to 
because  I  declare,  Without  afTc 
lay  in  my  power  to  deserve  an 
by  the  conversation  1  haVe  ha 
understand  a  court  Very  well  i 
well  known  to  the  minister  on 
consequence  of  Which  is,  ths 
to  undo  you,  only  by  letting 
Jameses  that  Vou  are  perpeti 
dents,  and  holding  a  constant 
me  by  letters.  Another  unw 
inviting  me  to  your  hoiise,  Wl 
election  desperate,  by  niakiti 
squires  represent  ybu  as  a  pejn 
government.  ThUs  I  haVe  yot 
accounts,  unless  you  have  so 
ments  to  turn  the  guilt  upon 
letter  some  week^  ago  ;  but  i 
messenger  of  your  last  salmc 
thing  of  that  letter ;  for  you  ti 
st^ncC)  a  special  cat'-e  that  1  md 
than  of  a  Salmon  being  left  a 
there  is  a  secret  commerce  b 
and  my  butler.  The  first  V 
other — says  the  carriage  is  | 
weighs  so  much^  and  was  sent 
If  iotoe  of  our  patriots  shoul 
the  management  of  this  intrigi 
thri  privy  council,  from  which  an  order  would  be 
brought  by  a  messenger  to  seize  on  the  salmon,  have 
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it  opened^  and  search  all  its  entrails  to  find  some 
letter  of  dangerous  consequence  to  the  state.    I  ber 
lieve  I  told  you  in  my  former  letter^  that  Mr  Lloyd, 
a  clergy  man  j  minister  of  Colrane,  but  who  lives 
four  miles  from  it,  came  to  me  upon  his  goii^K  to 
England,  to  see  his  old  father  in  Chester,  ancf  firom 
thence  goes  to  Ix)ndon  to  wait  upon  tjie  society. 
He  showed  me  very  ampip  credentials  from  the 
magistrates  of  Colrane  to  deliver  to  the  society, 
iipon  some  hard  things  that  colony  lies  under.    It 
seems,  about  three  years  ago,  their  lease  was  out ; 
the  rent  was  3001.  a  year  ;  but  upon  the  renewal  it 
was  raised  to  12001.  which  was  beyond  what  I  have 
known  in  leases  from  corporations.     I  liad  never 
seen  or  heard  of  Mr  Lloyd.     He  is  middle  aged, 
and  walks  with  a  stick  as  if  he  were  infirm,     I 
wrote  by  him  t6  Alderman  Barber,  putting  the  case 
as  Mr  Lloyd  gave  it  me,  who  says  that  the  town- 
V  folks  and  tenants  of  th|B  estate  round  Colrane  would 
be  content  to  double  the  rent ;  but  that  the  present 
prodigious  addition  had  made  the  townsfolk^  let 
their  buildings  decay,  and  the  country  tenants  were 
in  despair.     1  then  wondered  you  came  to  mention 
nothing  of  this  to  me,  since  you  are  concerned  for 
the  society.     If  Mr  Lloyd  has  not  fairly  represent- 
ed the  matter,  he  has  not  behaved  himself  suitable 
to  his  function  :  However,  jp^ay  let  me  know  the 
truth  of  the  niatter,  and  how  he  caine  to  to  be  em- 
ployed :  only  I  find  that  he  is  npt  known  to  any  of 
my  acquaintance  that  I  have  seen  since. 

Pray  God  preserve  you,  Sir,  and  give  you  all  the 
good  success  that  I  am  convinced  you  deserve. 

1  am,  with  true  esteem  and  gratitude,  your  most 
obedient  and  obliged  servant, 

JoN.  Swift. 
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TO  DR  SHERIDAN. 

Maj  22,  1737. 

I  WILL  on  Monday  (this  is  Saturday,  May  22, 
as  you  will  read  above  in  the  date)  send  to  talk  to 
Mr  Smith  :  but  I  distrust  your  sanguinity  so  much 
(by  my  own '  desponding  temper)  that  L  know  not 
whethfer  that  affair  of  your  justiceship  be  fixed,  but 
I  shall  know  next  week,  and  write  or  act  according- 
ly. I  battled  in  vain  with  the  duke  and  his  clan 
against  the  lowering  of  gold,*  which  is  just  a  kind 
settlement  upon  England  of  25,0001.  a-year  for  ever: 
yet  some  of  my  friends  differ  from  me,  though  all 
agree  that  the  absentees  will  be  just  so  much  gain- 
ers. I  am  excessively  glad  that  your  difficulty  of 
breathing  is  over ;  for  what  is  life  but  breath  ?  I 
mean  not  that  of  our  nostrils,  but  our  lungs.  You 
must  in  sumnier  ride  every  half  holiday,  and  go  to 
church  every  Sunday  some  miles  off.  The  people 
of  England  are  copying  from  us  to  plague  the  cler- 
gy, but  they  intend  far  to  outdo  the  original.  I 
wish  I  were  to  be  born  next  century,  when  we  shall 


*  The  proclamation  for  loTr^ring  the  English  and  foreign  gold 
coiB  to  the  standard  of  English  silver,  was  published  Angust  9, 
17S7.'  D^tes  with  respect  to  the  propriety  of  this  measure  ran 
yery  high  in  Dublin.  Lord  Primate  Boulter  was  the  chief  sup- 
porter of  the  scheme,  which  was  designed  to  remedy  the  scarcity 
of  silver  by  bringing  that  of  gold  nearer  to  a  par  with  it  Be- 
fore this  measure  was  adopted,  the  comparatively  low  price  of 
gold  in  England,  occasioned  the  payments  from  Ireland  to  that 
kingdom  being  made  in  silver,  and  consequently  drained  Ireland 
of  that  metal.  But  the  measure  was  violently  opposed  by  ]>ean 
Swift  and  the  bankers,  and  the  public  mind  was,  for  a  time, 
not  ^  little  agitated  on  account  of  the  apprehended  consequences* 
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be  utterly  rid  of  parsons,  of  which,  God  be  thank- 
ed, you  are  none  at  present ;  and  until  your  bishop 
give  you  a  living,  I  will  leave  off  (eiccept  this  letter) 
giving  you  the  title  of  reverend.  I  did  write  him 
lately  a  letter  with  a  witness,  relating  to  bis  printer 
of  Quadrille  (did  you  ever  see  it)  with  which  he 
half  ruined  Faulkner.  He  promisees  (s^ainst  his 
nature)  to  consider  him^  but  interposed  an  excep-^ 
tion,  which  I  believe  will  destroy  the  whole.  Mrs 
Whiteway  gives  herself  airs  of  loving  you  -,  but  do 
not  trust  her  too  much,  for  she  growai  disobedient, 
and  says  she  is  going  for  to  get  another  favourite. 
In  short,  she  calls  you  names,  and  has  neither  Mr 
nor  Dt  on  her  tongue,  but  calls  you  plain  Sheridan^ 
and  pox  take  you.  She  is  not  with  me  now,  else 
she  would  read  this  in  spite  of  me ;  and,  between 
ourselves,  she  sets  up  to  be  my  governor.  I  wish 
you  had  sent  me  the  christian  name  of  KnatchbuU^* 
and  I  would  have  writ  to  him  ;  but  I  will  see  him 
on  Monday,  if  he  will  be  visible.  The  poem  oil 
Legion  Club  is  so  altered  and  enlarged,  as  I  hear 
(for  I  only  saw  the  original)  and  so  damnably  mur- 
dered, that  they  have  added  many  of  the  club  to  the 
true  number.  I  hear  it  is  charged  to  me,  with  great 
personal  threatenings  from  the  puppies  offended. 
Some  say  they  will  wait  for  revenge  to  their  next 
meeting.  Others  say  the  {M'ivy-council  will  sum- 
mon the  suspected  author.  If  I  could  get  the  true 
eopy  I  would  send  it  you.  Your  bishop  f  writes 
me  word,  that  the  real  author  is  manifest  by  the 
work.  Your  loss  of  flesh  is  nothing,  if  it  be  made 
tip  with  spirit.     God  help  him  who  hath  neither, 


#  Secretary  to  Lord  Chs^nceilor  Wyndham. 
f  Pr  Hort— H, 
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I  mean  m^elf  I  believe  I  sfaaU  ny  With  Horace^ 
iVbfi  omnit  mwidr ;  for  half  my  body  is  already 
spent. 


FROM  THE  HON.  MISS  DAVYS. 

May  47,  ITST. 
Sir, 
I  KNOW  you  are  always  pleased  to  do  acts  of  dha- 
rity,  which  encourages  me  to  take  the  liberty  of  re- 
commending a  boy  about  ten  years  old,  the  bearer 
of  this,  to  your  goodness,  to  beg  you  would  employ 
it  in  getting  him  put  into  the  Bluecoat  Hospital. 
I  received  tne  enclosed  letter  from  him  this  mord« 
ing.  You^  compliance  with  this  request,  and  par- 
don for  this  trouble,  will  oblige,  Sir,  your  mo^ 
humble  and  most  obedient  servant, 

M.  Davys. 


TO  MR  POPE. 


Dublin,  May  31,  1737. 

It  is  true,  I  owe  you  some  letters,  but  it  has 
pleased  God,  that  I  have;not  been  in  a  condition  to 
pay  you.  When  you  shall  be  at  my  age,  perlwips 
you  may  lie  under  the  same  disability  to  your  pre* 
sent  or  future  fiiends.  But  my  age  is  not  i»y  dis- 
ability,  for  I  can  walk  six  or  seven  miles,  and  ride  a 
dozen.  But  I  am  deaf  for  two  months  together, 
this  deafness  unqualifies  me  for  all  company,  except 
a  few  friends  with  counter-tenor  voices,  whom  I  can 
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pall  naifiQii  if  they.do  dot.  speak  lotid  enough  fof 
^y  ears.  *  It  is  thi^evU  that  ha3  biiKlered  me  fnHn 
venturing  to  the  Bath,  and  to  Twitenham ;  for  deaf- 
ness being  not  a  frequent  disorder,  has  no  allow- 
ance given  it ;  and  the  scurvy  figure  a  man  affect- 
ed that  way  makes  in  company,  is  utterly  insup- 
portable.. 

It  was  I  began  with  the  petition  to  you  of  Oma 
me^  and  now  you  come  like  an  unfair  merchant,  to 
charge  me  with  being  in  your  debt  j  which  by  your 
way  of  reckoning  I  must  always  be,  for  yours  are 
always  guineas,  and  mine  farthings  ;  and  yet  I  have 
a  pretence  to  quarrel  with  you,  because  lam  not 
at  the  head  of  any  one  of  your  epistles.  I  am  often 
wonderipg  how  you  come  to  excel  all  mortals  on 
the  subject  of  morality,  even  in  th^  poetical  way  ; 
and  should  have  wondered  more,  if  nature  and  edu- 
cation had  not  made  you  a  professor  of  it  from  your 
infancy. 

All  the  letters  I  can  find  of  yours,  I  have  fasteh- 
ed  in  a  folio  cover,  and  the  rest  in  bundles  endors- 
ed ;  but,  by  reading  their  dates,  I  find  a  chasm  of 
six  years,  of  which  I  can  find  no  copies  ;  and  yet 
I  keep  them  with  all  possible  care :  but  I  have  been 
forced,  on  three  or  four  occasions,  to  send  all  my 
papers  tp  some  friends,  yet  those  papers  were  all 
sent  sealed  in  bundles,  to  some  faithful  friends ; 
however,  what  I  have,  are  not  much  above  sixty. 
I  found  nothing  in  any  one  oi  tliem  to  be  left  out : 
none  of  them  have  any  thing  to  do  with  party,  of 
^hich  you  are  the  clearest  of  all  men,  by  your  reli- 
gibn,  and  the  whole  tenor  of  your  life  ;  while  I  am 
raging  every  moment  against  the  corruption  of  both 
kingdoms,  especially  of  this,  such  is  my  weakness* 

I  have  read  your  Epistle  of  Horace  to  Augustus : 
it  was  sent  me  in  the  English  edition,  as  soon  as  it 
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could  coDoe.  They  are  printing  it  in  a  small  octavo. 
The  curious  ar^  looking  OQt,  Booie  for  flattery,  sofoe 
for  ironies  in  it;  the  sour  folks  think  they  have  found 
out  some:  but  your  admirers  here,  I  mean  every 
man  of  taste^  affect  to  be  certain,  that  the  profes^ 
sion  of  friendship  to  me  in  the  same  poem,  will  not; 
suffer  you  to  be  thought  a  flatterejiF*  My  happiness 
is  that  you  are  too  far  engaged,  and  in  spite  of  you 
the  ages  to  come  will  celebrate  me,  and  know  you 
are  a  friend  who  loved  and  esteemed  me,  although 
I  died  the  object  of  court  and  party,  hatred. 

Pray  who  is  that  Mr  Glover,*  wlio  writ  the  epic 


*  Few  poems,  on  their  first  appearance,  have  been  receiYcd 

With  greater  applause  than  Leonidaft.     Lord  Lyttleton,  in  the 

paper  called  Common  Sense,  gave  it  a  very  high  encomium.     Dr 

Pemberton  wrote  a  long  and  critical  examination  of  its  merits^ 

equalling  it  to  Homer  and  Milton.     Nothing  else  was  read  or 

talked  of  at  Leicester  House ;  and  by  all  the  members  that  were 

in  opposition  to  Sir  R.  Walpole ;  and  particularly  by  Lord  Cob. 

ham  and  hb  friends,  to  whom  the  poem  was  dedicated.     If  at 

first  it  was  too  much  admired,  it  certainly  of  late  has  been  too  . 

much  neglected.    Many  parts  of  it  are  commendable ;  s^ch  as, 

the  parting  of  Leonidas  with  his  wife  and  family ;  the  story  of 

Ariana  and  Teribazns ;  the  hymn  of  the  Magi ;  the  dream  of 

Leonidas ;  the  description  of  his  shield ;  the  exact  description  of 

the  vast  army  of  Xerxes,  taken  from  Herodotus ;  the  burning 

the  camp  of  Xerxes ;  and  the  last  conflict  and  death  of  the  hero* 

Many  of  the  characters  are  drawn  with  discrimination  and  truth. 

The  style,  which  sometimes  wants  elevation,  is  remarkably  pure 

and  perspicuous  ;  but  the  numbers  want  variety,  and  he  has  not 

enough  availed  himself  of  the  great  privilege  of  blank  verse,  to 

run   his  verses  into  one  another,  with  dilferent  pauses.     And  I 

liave  often  (as  I  had  the  pleasure  of  knowing  him  welt)  disputed 

-with  him  on  his  favourite  opinion,  that  only  iambic  feet  should 

be  used  in  our  heroic  verses,  without  admitting  any  trochiiic. 

His  Medea  is  still  acted  with  applause.     Uc  was  one  of  the  best 

aod  most  accurate  Greek  scholars  of  his  time ;  and  a  man  of 

l^reat  probity,  integrity,  and  sweetness  of  manners.    He  died  No« 
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poem  called  Leonidas,  which  is  reprinting  here;, 
and  has  great  vogue?  We  have  frequently  good 
poems  of  late  from  London.  I  have  just  read  one 
upon  Conversation,**  and  two  or  three  others.  But 
the  crowd  do  not  encumber  you,  who,  like  the  ora- 
tor or  preacher,  stand  aloft,  and  are  seen  al^ve^  the 
r6st,  more  than  the  whole  assMibly  below, 

I  am  able  to  write  no  more ;  and  this  is  my  third 
endeavour,  which  is  too  weak  to  finish  the  paper: 
I  am,  my  dearest  friend,  yours  sincerely,  as  long  as 
I  can  write,  or  speak,  or  think. 

JoN.  Swift. 


TO  THE  EARL  OF  OXFORD. 

June  14,  1737. 
My  Lord, 
I  HAD  the  honour  of  a  letter  from  your  lordship, 
dated  April  the  7th,  which  I  was  not  prepared  to 
answer  until  this  time.  Your  lordship  must  needs 
have  known,  that  the  history  you  mention,  of  the 
four  last  years  of  the  queen's  reign,  was  written  at 
Windsor,  just  upon  finishing  the  peace ;  at  which 
time,  your  father  and  my  Lord  Boiingbroke  had  a 
misunderstanding  with  each  other,  that  was  attend- 
ed with  very  had  consequences.     When  I  came  to 


vember  25,  1785,  aged  74 ;  and  has  left  behind  him  some  curion^ 
Bcmoirs,  which,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  one  day  published, — Dr 
Warton. 

*  By  Mr  Benjamin  Stillingficet,  published  aferwards  in  Dod&. 
ley's  Miscellanies.  He  was  a  learned,  modest,  and  ingenious 
man;  a  great  and  skilful  botanist.   He  died  in  177I»— Dr  Wau- 

TON.  ^  V 


Jr« 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


BPI9TOLARY  CORRBSPONDBNOB.  159 

Ireland  to  take  this  deanery  (after  the  peace  was 
made)  I  could  not  stay  here  above  a  fortnight,  being 
recalled  by  a  hundred  letters  to  hasten  back,  and  to 
use  my  endeavours  in  reconciling  those  ministers. 
I  left  them  the  history  you  mention,  which  I  had  fi^ 
nished  a(  Windsor,  to  the  time  of  the  peace.    When 
I  returned  to  England,  I  found  their  quarrels  and 
coldness  increased.    I  laboured  to  reconcile  them  as 
much  as  I  was  able :  I  contrived  to  bring  them  to 
my  Lord  Masham's,  at  St  James's.     My  Lord  and 
Lady  Masham  left  us  together.   I  expostulated  with 
them  both,  but  could  not   find  any  good  conse^ 
quences.   I  was  to  go  to  Windsor  next  day  with  my 
lord-treasurer :  I  pretended  business  that  prevented 
me;  expecting  they  would  come  to  some ♦****•* 
But  I  followed  them  to  Windsor ;  where  my  Lord 
Bolingbroke  told  me,  that  my  scheme  had  come  to 
nothing.    Things  went  on  at  the  same  rate ;  they 
grew  more  estianged  every  day.    My  lord-treasurer 
found  his  credit  daily  declining.    In  May  before  the 
queen  died,  I  bad  my  last  meeting  with  them  at  my 
Lord  Masham's.    He  left  us  together ;  and  therefore 
I  spoke  very  freely  to  them  both ;  and  told  them^ 
*^  I  would  retire,  for  I  found  all  was  gone."    Lord 
BoUngbix)ke  whispered  me,  "  I  was  in  the  right.'* 
Your  father  said,  ^^  All  would  do  well."    I  told  him> 
*^  That  I  wouH  go  to  Oxford  on  Monday,  since  I 
found  it  was  impossible  to  be  of  any  use."     I  took 
coach  to  Oxford  on  Monday ;  went  to  a  friend  in 
Berkshire ;  there  staid  until  the  queen's  death;  and 
tjien  to  my  station  here ;  where  I  staid  twelve  years^ 


t"^  Here  is  a  blank  left  for  some  word  or  otkfit ;  such  as  agree^ 
en$/§MPnciliUii0nj  or  {he  like. 
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and  never  saw  my  lord  your  fiM;her  afterward.  They 
could  not  agree  about  printing  the. History  of  the 
Four  last  Years :  and  therefore  I  have;  kept  it  to  this 
time,  when  I  determineto  publish  it  in  London,  Uy 
the  confusion  of  all  those  rascals  wfa6  have  accused 
the  queen  and  that  ministry  of  making  a  baB  peace ; 
to  which  that  party  entirely  owes  the  protestant  sue-' 
cessioii.  » I  was  then  in  the  greatest  trust  and  con- 
fidence with  your  father  the  lord-feeasurei-,  as  well 
as  with  my  Lord  Boli'i%bi^oke,  and  all  kithers  ivho 
had  part  in  the  administratioci.  I  had  all  the  let- 
ter's from  the  secretary's  offi<^,  during  the  treaty  of 
peace :  out  of  those,  and  what  I  Jeamed  from  the 
ministry,  I  formed  that  history,  which  I  am  now 
going  to  publish  for  thfe  information  of  posterity, 
and  to  control  the  most  impudent  falsehoods  whidi 
have  been  published  since.  *  I  wanted  no  kind  of 
materials.  I  knew  your  father  better  than-  you 
could  at  that  time :  and  I  do  impartially  think  him 
the  most  virtuous  minister,  and  the  most  able,  that 
ever  I  remember  to  have  read  of.  If  your  lordship 
has  any  particular  circumstances  that  may  fortify 
.what  I  have  said  in  the  History,  such  as  letters  or 
materials,  I  am  content  they  shpuld  be  printed  at 
the  end,  by  way  of  appendix.  I  loved  my  lord  your 
father  better  than  any  other  man  in  the  world,  al- 
though I  had  no  obligation  to  him  en  the  score  of 
prefermer^t ;  having  been  driven  to  this  wretched 
kingdom,  to  which  I  was  almost  a  stranger,  by  his 
want  of  power  to  keep  me  in  what  I  ought  to  call 
my  own  country^  although  I  happened  to  be  drop- 
ped  here,  and  was  a  year  old  before  I  left  it ;  and 
to  my  sorrow,  did  not  die  before  Tcame  back  to  it 
again.  I  am  extremely  glad  of  the  felicity  you  have 
in  your  alliances ;  and  desire  to  present  my  hkm^- 
hnmble  respects  to  my  Lady  Oxford,  jnd  your 
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daughter  the  duchess.  As  to  the  History,  it  is  only 
of  affairs  which  I  know  very  well;  and  had  all  the 
advantages  possible  to  know,  when  you  were  in 
some  sort  but  a  lad.  One  great  design  of  it  is,  to 
do  justice  to  the  ministry  at  that  time,  and  to  refute 
all  the  objections  against  them,  as  if  they  had  a  de- 
sign of  bringing  in  popery  and  the  pretender :  and 
farther  to  demonstrate,  that  the  present  settlement 
of  the  crown  was  chiefly  owing  to  my  lord  your  fa- 
ther. I  can  never  expect  to  see  England :  I  am 
now  too  old  and  too  sickly,  added  to  almost  a  per- 
petual deafness  and  giddiness.  I  live  a  most  do- 
mestic life :  I  want  nothing  that  is  necessary  ;  but 
I  am  in  a  cursed,  factious,  oppressed,  miserable 
country ;  not  made  so  by  nature,  but  by  the  slavish, 
hellish  principles  of  an  execrable  prevailing  faction 
in  it. 

Farewell,  my  lord.  I  have  tired  you  and  myself. 
I  desire  again  to  present  my  most  humble  respects 
to  my  Lady  Oxford,  and  the  duchess  your  daughter. 
Pray  God  preserve  you  long  and  happy !  I  shall  di- 
ligently inquire  into  your  conduct  irom  those  who 
will  tell  me.  You  have  hitherto  continued  right: 
let  me  hear  that  you  persevere  so.  Your  task  will 
-  not  be  long;  for  I  am  not  in  a  condition  of  health 
or  time  to  trouble  this  world,  and  I  am  heartily 
weary  of  it  already ;  and  so  should  be  in  England, 
which  I  hear  is  full  as  corrupt  as  this  poor  enslaved 
country.  I  am,  with  the  truest  love  and  respect, 
my  lord,  your  lordship's  most  obedient  and  most 
obliged,  &c. 

Jon.  Swift 


*"       VO^.  XIX.. 
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FROM  DR  SHERIDAN. 

jTiine  22,  1737. 
Cerve  Decane, 

Ego  longus  audire  a  te,  nunc  Francisci  sunt  ventf 
intus.  Dominus  M^Carty  erat  apud  Santtas  Cathe- 
rina,*  qui  olim  minabatur  me  cum  scripto,  et  sue 
ego  ibam  ad  Dunboyn.  Non  reddebam  ad  Dubli- 
num  apis  causa  debebam  nummum,  et  ego  habebam 
id  non  ad  cicerem. 

'  Meus  filius  Thomas  sedebat  nuper  pro  scholasti- 
cs nave,  et  perdidit  id  per  malitiam  unius  doming 
Hughs,  qui  gignebat  super  apud  asserem,  f  et  dixit, 
quod  puer  erat  nimium  juvenis  pro  juramento. 
Diabolus  Cape  ingratum  Socium ;  nam  olim  dedi 
ilium  doctrinam  pro  nihil ;  et  sic  servit  me  nunc. 
Qnomodo  unquam  ego  non  volo  capere  ad  cor,  sed 
ego  faciam  optimum  de  malo  mercatu.  O  qualis 
mundus  est  hie  !  Sed  ego  dicam  non  plus.  Scio 
qiiod  scio ;  et  tenebo  mentem  ad  meipsum,  et  ego 
solvam  id  de  cum  cogttando. 

Ego  h^beo  ires  libros  sapientum  dictorum  %  tran- 
scriptos  pro  te  in  pulchri  et  magna  manu,  quos  mit* 
tam  ad  te  per  prtmam  opportunitatem,  ante  ut  meus 
dominus  Orreiy  vadit  pro  Anglia;  nam  promisH 
jcapere  illos  cum  se,  et  facere  pactum  pro  me  cum 
praelator^.  .        ; 

Corrigo  illosi  libsos  valde  puteus>.  et  jubebas  me^ 


*  St  Catherine^ Sf  Lady  MountcmheVs  Tllla  about  six  miles  frolt& 
Builin — D.  S. 

f  When  the  proTost  and  fellows  of  the  nniTersity  of  Dublin 
xpeet  in  council,  they  call  it  a  Board .«~D.  S. 

X  Th^  Doctor's  collection  of  Bons  Mots^^D.  S. 
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Moid  ego  spero  non  habebis  multum  agere;  nam 
est  non  rationabile  dare  tibi  multam  molestiam  cir- 
cum  sarciendo  stylum.  Arnica  Donelson  est  cito 
ire  ad  Dublinum,  mittam  illos  cum  ill^. 

Ego  habeo  non  ullos  nuncios,  sed  quod  nostra 
tempestas  est  valde  calida,  in  sic  tantum,  ut  omn« 
nostrum  gramen  est  ustum  super,  et  pecora  habent 
nihil  edere.  Caremus  pluvia  valde  multum,  si  Deus 
placeret  mittere — Mitte  me  verbum  quid  genus  tem- 
pestatis  est  in  Dublino,  et  si  placet  te  mitte  ad  me 
rationem  tuae  sanitatis.  Dameum  humile  servitium 
omnibus,  qui  rogant  pro  me,  Ad  Dominum  Orrery, 
ad  Doctorem  Helsham  et  caeteris  amicorum.  Pre- 
care  cape  curam  de  teipso,  et  sic  obligabis  tuum  hu- 
millimum  famulum, 

Thomas  Sheridan. 

Junii  die  22®,  unum  mille  septem 
centum  et  triginta  septem* 

Servitium  et  amor  dominas  albas  viae* 


FROM  MR  ALDERMAN  BARBER. 

London,  June  23, 1737. 

Most  Honoured  Friend, 
I  was  favoured  with  a  letter  some  time  since  by 
the  hands  of  the  bearer,  Mr  Lloyd,  and  by  him  take 
the  opportunity  of  answering  it. 

.  I  do  assure  you,  Sir,  that  as  the  society  have  al- 
ways had  the  greatest  regard,  for  your  recommenda- 
tion, so,  in  this  affair,  they  have  given  a  freSh  in- 
stance af  their  respect  -,  for  they  have  resolved  to 
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relieve  their  tenants  in  Colrain  from  tl>eir  hard  bar- 
gains; and,  to  that  end,  have  put  it  in  a  way  that  isr 
to  the  entire  satisfation  of  the  bearer. 

I  hope  this  will  find  you  in  good  health,  and  that 
the  hot  weather  will  contribute  thereto ;  which  will 
be  a  great  satisfaction  to  all  honest  men  who  wish 
well  to  their  country. 

Our  friend  Mr  Pope  is  very  hearty  and  well,  and 
has  obliged  the  town  lately  with  several  things  in  his 
way ;  among  the  rest,  a  translation  of  Horace's 
Odes  5  in  one  of  which  you  are  mentioned. "  as  sav- 
ing your  nation :"  which  gave  great  offence  ;  and, 
X  am  assured,  was  under  debate  in  the  council 
whether  he  should  not  be  taken  up  for  it:  but  it 
happening  to  be  done  in  the  late  king's  time,  they, 
passed  it  by. 

I  hope  you  see  the  paper  called  Common  Sense^ 
which  has  wit  and  humour. 

I  had  thoughts  of  kissing  your  hand  this  summer; 
but  we  are  aU  in  confusion  at  Derry  about  power, 
,  which  will  prevent  my  coming  at  present ;  but  I  am 
in  hopes  of  having  that  happiness  before  I  die.  I 
thank  God  I  hold  out  to  a  miracle  almost;  for  I 
am  better  in  my  health  now  than  I  was  many  years 
ago. 

Lord  Bolingbroke  is  in  France,  writing,  I  am 
told,  the  History  of  his  own  Time :  he  is  well.  You 
will  please  to  make  my  compliments  to  Lord  Orrery 
and  Dr  Delany. 

I  have  many  things  to, say,  which  in  prudence  I 
must  defer. 

I  sliall  conclude  with  my  hearty  prayers  to  Al- 
mighty God,  to  preserve  your  most  valuable  life  for 
many  years,  as  you  are  a  public  blessing  to  your 
country,  and  a  friend  to  all  mankind ;  and  to  assure 
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you  that  lam,  >vith  sincerity,  dear  Sir,  yoiir  most 
aflfection^te  and  most  faithful  humble  servant, 

John  Barber.  " 


FROM  DR  KING. 

St  Mary  Hall,  Oxford,  June  21,  1737. 
Sir, 

I  DO  not  know  for  what  reason  the  worthy  gen- 
tlemen of  the  post-office  intercepted  a  letter,  which. 
I  did  myself  the  honour  to  write  to  you  about  two 
months  ago.  I  cannot  remember  I  said  any  thing 
that  could  give  them  the  least  offence.  I  did  not 
mention  the  new  halfpence ;  I  did  not  praise  the 
royal  family;  I  did  not  blj^me  the  prime^minister ; 
I  only  returned  you  my  thanks  for  a  very  kind  let- 
ter I  had  just  then  received  frooji  you.  It  is  true  I 
enclosed  in  that  letter  a  printed  paper  called  Com- 
mon Sense,  in  which  the  author  proposes  a  new 
scheme  of  government  to  t^e  people  of  AlJorsica,  ad- 
vising to  make  their  king  of  the  same  stuff  of  which 
the  Indians  make  their  gods.  *  I  thought  to  afford 
you  some  diversion :  but,  perhaps,  it  was  this  made 
the  whole  packet  criminal. 

I  have  this  day  received  a  letter  from  Mrs  White- 
way,  in  which  she  tells  me  that  I  am  to  expect  the 
manuscript  by  Lord  Orrery.  I  will  have  the  pleasure 
to  wait  on  him  as  soon  as  1  can  do  it  without  crossing 
the  Irish  channel :  as  soon  as  I  receive  the  papers, 
you  shall  hear  from  me  again.     I  shall  have  an  op« 


*  Tbis  paper  was  written  by  Dr  King  himself.— D.  S. 
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portunity  of  writing  fully  to  you  by  Mr  Deane  Swift;, 
who  proposes  to  set  out  for  Ireland  the  next  vaca- 
tion. In  making  mention  of  this  gentleman^  I  can- 
not help  recommending  him  to  your  favour.  I  have 
very  narrowly  observed  his  conduct  ever  since  I 
have  been  here;  and  I  can,  with  great  truth,  give 
him  the  character  of  a  modest,  sober,  ingenious 
young  man.  He  is  a  hard  student,  and  will  do  an 
honour  to  the  society  of  which  he  is  now  a  mem* 
her. 

Mrs  Whiteway  says,  that  notwithstanding  all  your 
complaints,  you  are  in  good  health  and  in  good 
spirits.  What  think  you  of  making  a  trip  to  England 
this  fine  season,  and  visiting  our  Alma  Mater?  I 
can  offer  you  an  airy  cool  room  during  the  summer, 
and  a  warm  bedchamber  in  the  winter;  and  I  will 
take  care  that  your  mutton  commons  shall  be  kept 
long  enough  to  be  tender.  If  you  will  accept  of 
this  invitation,  I  promise  to  meet  you  at  Chester, 
'and  to  conduct  you  to  King  Edward's  lodgings : 
and  then  St  Mary  Hall  may  boast  of  a  triumvirate, 
that  is  not  to  be  matched  in  any  part  of  the  learned 
world,  Sir  Thomas  More,  Erasmus,  and  the  Drapier- 
Believe  me  to  be  with  the  greatest  esteem.  Sir,  your 
most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

William  King. 


FROM  DR  KING  TO  MRS  WHITEWAY. 

St  Mary  Hall,  Oxoo,  June  24,  1737. 
Madam, 
I  HAVif  this  day  the  favour  of  yonr  letter  of  the 
1 4th,  which  hath  given  me  great  pleasure :  however. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


I  could  iwft  help  bestowing  some  m«kledictions  on 
those  gentlemen  at  the  post-office,  who  have  been 
so  impertinent  as  td  intercept  our  correspondence ; 
for  you  ought  to  have  received  another  letter  from 
me,  with  one  enclosed  for  our  friend  in  some  few 
days  after' you  had  the  packet  from  Hartley*  This 
was  in  answer  to  the  letter  you  mention,  which  J 
got  the  very  next  day  (as  well  as  I  remember)  after 
Hartley  went  from  London. 

As  soon  as  I  hear  of  my  Lord  Orrery's  arrival  op 
this  side  the  water,  I  will  wait  on  him  to  receive 
the  papers-  The  moment  they  are  put  into  my 
hands  I  will  write  to  you  again. 

I  do  not  know  why  the  Dean's  friends  should 
think  it  derogatory,  either  to  his  station  or  charac- 
ter, to  print  the  history  by  subscription,  considering 
how  the  money  arising  by  the  sale  of  it  is  to  be  ap- 
plied. I  am  not  for  selling  the  copy  to  a  booksel- 
ler: for,  unless  a  sufficient  caution  be  taken,  the 
bookseller,  when  he  is  master  of  the  copy,  will  cer- 
tainly print  it  by  subscription,  and  so  have  all  the 
benefit  which  the  Dean  refuses.  But  I  shall  be 
better  able  to  send  you  my  thoughts  of  this  matter, 
when  i  have  talked  with  some  of  my  friends,  who 
have  had  more  dealings  in  this  way  than  I  have. 

And  have  you  at  last  got  store  of  copper  half- 
pence, and  are  content  to  give  us  gold  and  silver  in 
exchange  fpr  this  new  coin?  '  This  serves  to  verify 
an  observation  I  have  frequently  oiade,  that  the  , 
grossest  imposition  on  the  public  will  go  down,  if 
the  managers  have  but  ^?A\ence  to  try  it  twice,  and 
iart  enough  to  give  it  a  new  name.  The  excise 
scheme,  which  made  such  a  noise  here  a  few  years 
ago,  passed  here  last  winter  with  little  opposition, 
under  a  new  shape  and  title.  How  would  the 
ghost  of  Wood  triumph  oyer  the  Drapier,  aad  rattle 
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his  copper  chains,  if  the  spectre  were  p^tnitted  to 
meet  him  in  his  walks  ?  But  I  am  unawares  runnittg 
into  politics,  without  considering  that  these  reflec- 
tions may  occasion  the  loss  of  my  letter.  I  have 
therefore  done  with  your  copper.  * 

You  cannot  ima^ne  how  greatly  I  am  vexed  and 
disappointed,  that  I  have  been  so  long  obliged  to 
keep  back  my  conversation-piece,  f  I  have  in  this 
respect,  wholly  complied  with  the  reasoning,  or  ra- 
ther with  the  humours,  of  some  of  my  friends. 
They  were  willing  to  try  their  skill  in  accommo- 
dating my  Irish  affairs ;  in  which,  after  all,  I  believe 
they  will  be  disappointed  as  much  as  I  have  been  : 
for  the  adversaries  I  have  to  deal  with,  proceed  on 


*  With  great  respect  to  Dr  Ring,  he  is  somewhat  nustakea  in 
his  politics ;  for  the  great  force  of  Dr  Swift's  reasoning,  in  the 
character  of  an  Irish  Drapier,  was  not  so  much  levelled  against  a 
moderate  quantity  of  halfpence  in  general  (which,  it  is  certain, 
were  much  wanted  in  Ireland  in  the  year  1 7i4))  as  against  Wood's 
adulterate  copper  in  parjticniar,  which  was  not  worth  three. pence 
in  a  shilling,  and  which  might  have  been  poured  in  upon  the  na« 
tion  from  Wood's  mint  to  eternity  ;  as  he  had  neither  gi?en  8eca. 
rity  for  his  honesty,  nor  obliged  himself,  like  other  patentees,  to 
give  either  gold  or  silver  in  exchange  for  his  copper,  when  it  began 
to  grow  troublesome :  whereas  the  halfpence,  sent  over  to  ire- 
land  in  the  year  1737,  were  coined  in  the  Tower,  by  the  express 
order  of  the  crown,  for  the  conveuicncy  of  the  kingdom,  and 
-were  not  calculated  to  do  any  mischief ;  or,  in  fact,  could  they 
have  done  any,  as  all  people  were  at  that  time  sufficiently  and 
thoroughly  apprised,  that  halfpence  were  not  sterling  money,  or 
could  legally  be  tendered  in  any  payment  whatsoever  ;  the  only 
use  of  them  being  a  sort  of  change  in  the  small  crafts  and  traffick 
of  the  world.  However,  it  is  certain  that  an  advertisement  of 
three  lines,  by  order  of  Dr  Swift,  had  there  been  occasion  for 
it,  as  there  was  not,  would  instantly  have  stopped  their  carrdncy*. 
•p-D.  S. 

f  Meaning  The  Toast,  a  satire,  in  which  Dr  King  assailed 
•lany  of  the  persons  with  whom  he  was  engaged  in  an  Irish  law% 
Buit^  particularly  the  Countess  of  Newbnrgh. 
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^  principle  that  will  hear  na  reason,  and  do  no  good, 
not  even  to  themselves,  if  others  are  at  the  same  time 
to  receive  any  benefit  by  the  bargain.  However, 
since  you  seem  so  earnestly  to  desire  a  second  view 
of  this  work,  I  will  send  you  a  book  by  Mr  Swift, 
who  intends  to  go  frorn  hence  about  ten  days  or  a 
fortnight  hence.  You  will  be  so  kind  as  to  keep  it 
in  your  own  hands  until  the  publication. 

As  I  think  it  proper  to  write  a  postscript  in  your 
letter  to  a  certain  person,  that  must  be  nameless;  and 
finding  I  have  but  room  for  my  address  to  him,  I 
will  say  no  more  to  you  now  than  that  I  am,  and 
always  must  be.  Madam,  your  most  obedient  and 
most  humble  serv^ant, 

William  Kino. 

P.  S.  To  tiie  gentleman  of  the  post-ofHce  who  inter- 
cepted my  last  letter  addressed  to  Mrs  Whiteway, 
at  her  house  in  Abb#y  Street,  together  with  a  let- 
ter enclosed  and  addressed  to  the  Dean  of  S; 
Patrick's. 

Sir,  when  you  have  sufficiently  perused  this  let- 
ter, I  beg  the  favour  of  you  to  send  it  to  the  lady  to 
whom  it  is  directed.  1  shall  not  take  it  ill  though 
you  should  not  give  yourself  the  trouble  to  seal  it 
again-  If  any  thing  I  have  said  about  the  copper 
halfpence  and  excise  should  offend  you,  blot  it  out. 
I  shall  think  myself  much  obliged  to  you,  if,  at  the 
same  time,  you  will  be  pleased  to  send  Mrs  While* 
way  those  letters  which  are  now  in  your  hands,  with 
such  alterations  and  amendments  as  you  think  pro- 
per. I  cannot  believe  that  your  orders  will  justify 
you  in  detaining  letters  of  business :  for  as  you  are 
a  civil  officer,  I  conceive  you  have  not  a  license  to 
rob  on  the  highway.  If  I  happen  to  be  mistaken, 
of  which  I  shadl  be  convinced  if  this  lettet  should  be 
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likewise  intercepted^  I  will  hereafter  change  my  ad* 
dress,  and  enrol  you  and  your  superior  in  my  cata* 
,logue  of  heroes. 


TO  WILLIAM  GRAHAM,  ESQ. 

at  drogheda*. 

Sir, 
As  you  hold  a  lease  from  me,  and  the  chapter  of 
my  cathedral  of  St  Patrick's,  which  came  to  you  by 
your  mqther,  who  was  a  person  I  much  esteemed, 
you  are  obliged,  by  your  lease,  to  pay  annually 
L.31,  15s.;  and  yet^  whereas  you  are  obliged  to 
pay  half  yearly,  you  have  thought  fit  to  be  two  full 

J/eixTS  in  arrear,  and  now  owe  us  L.63,  10s.  This 
ease  is  a  part  of  our  economy,  as  we  call  it ;  that 
is  to  say,  it  is  all  applied  to  the  repairs  of  the  cathe- 
dral, to  the  payment  of  the  organist,  and  other 
church  servants. 

Now,  Sir,  I  remember  you  were  at  Doctor  Sheri- 
dan*s  school,  where  you  were  taught  all  the  prin- 
ciples at  least  of  honour  and  justice ;  you  were  left^ 


*  This  letter,  now  for  the  first  time  printed,  was  copied  from 
the  originaK  in  the  Dean's  own  habd^writing,  in  the  posasssionof 
^pnard  M^Nally,  Esq.  of  Dublin*  It  is  without  a  lignatuce^ 
and  fairly  written.  It  would  appear  that  the  Dean  bad  preserved 
it  as  a  copy  from  the  folding  of  the  paper,  and  the  superscription 
endorsed  upon  it.  It  appears  from  Watson's  Almanack,  that 
^WiUiara  Grabam  was  a  privy-conncillor  in  Ireland,  and  member 
in  pa^Jiaincnt  for  th^  town  qf  Prog^ada.«^A«  W.  B. 
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too,  a  great  estate ;  and  I  hear  you  are  at  this  time 
one  of  the  privy-council.  However,  our  procurator 
assures  me,  that  he  never  received  one  line  in  an-% 
swer  to  his  frequent  letters  for  payment  of  your  rent. 
I  can  impute  this  way  of  delaying  to  tnany  causes ; 
you  have  either  forgot  the  lectures  of  Dr  Sheridan 
your  master,  or  you  have  heard  it  was  an  unfashion- 
able thing  in  a  gentleman  to  pay  his  just  debts,  or 
you  are  exalted  by  your  great  estate,  or  by  your 
seat  in  the  council;  or,  perhaps,  you  have  been 
drawn  into  the  association  against  the  clergy ;  and 
therefore,  you  very  reasonably  conclude,  that  their 
churches,  especially  cathedrals,  should  suffer^  as 
well  as  their  own  maintenance. 

However,  I  am  sorry  that,  although  Christianity 
be  much  out  of  fashion,  there  might  not  be  some 
remainder  of  pagan  virtues,  such  'as  justice,  and  ho- 
nour, and  learaing,  and  love  of  our  country  left,  es- 
pecially to  those  who  have  a  vote  in  making  laws, 
or  sitting  at  a  council-board. 

I  often  have,  in  another  kingdom,  given  advice, 
with  good  success,  to  younger  men  than  you,  and  of 
greater  titles. 

If  you  resent  any  thing  I  have  said,  it  will  much 
lessen  the  credit  of  your  understanding,  as  well  as 
of  your  regard  to  common  justice, 
I  am.  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant. 

l>eanerj.House,  Dablio, 
April  the  26th  1737. 
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FROM  MR  LEWIS. 

Loa(]on,  June  30,  1737. 

Our  friend  Pope  tells  me,  you  couM  wish  to  re- 
Tire  a  correspondence  with  some  of  your  old  ac- 
quaintances, that  you  might  not  remain  entirely  ig- 
norant of  what  passes  in  this  country :  on  this  occa- 
sion 1  would  offer fnyself  with  pleasure,  if  I  thought 
the  little  trifles  that  come  to  my  knowledge  could  in 
the  least  contribute  to  your  amusement;  but  as  yon 
yourself  judge  very  rightly,  I  am  too  much  out  of 
the  world,  and  see  things  at  too  great  a  distance  ; 
and  beside  this,  my  age,  and  the  use  I  have  former- 
ly made  of  my  eyes  in  writing  by  candlelight,  have 
now  reduced  me  almost  to  blindness,  and  I  see  no- 
thing less  than  the  pips  of  the  cards,  from  which  I 
have  some  relief  in  a  long  winter  evening.  How* 
ever,  to  show  my  dear  Dean  how  much  I  love  him, 
I  have  taken  my  pen  in  my  hand  to  scratch  him  out 
a  letter,  though  it  be  little  more  than  to  tell  him  most 
of  those  he  and  I  used  to  converse  with  are  dead  a 
but  I  am  still  alive,  and  lead  a  poor  animal  life^ 
Lord  Masham  is  much  in  the  same  way :  he  hw 
married  his  son,  and  boards  with  him :  the  lady  is 
the  daughter  of  Salway  Winnington^  and  they  all 
live  lovingly  together;  the  old  gentleman  walks 
.  afoot,  which  makes  me  fear  that  \)e  hjis  made  settle- 
ments above  his  strength.  I  regret  the  loss  of  Dr 
Arbuthnot  every  hour  of  the  day :  he  was  the  best- 
conditioned  creature  that  ever  breathed,  and  th# 
moft  cheerful ;  yet  his  poor  son  George  is  uhd^r  the 
utmost  dejection  of  spirits,  almost  to  a  degree  of  de- 
lirium ;  his  two  sisters  give  affectionate  attendance^ 
and  I  hope  he  will  grow  better.    Sir  William  Wyia?l- 
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ham  makes  the  first  figure  in  parliament,  and  is  one 
of  the  most  amiable  nien  in  the  world:  he  is  very 
happy  in  his  wife  Lady  Blandford :  but  I  fear  his 
eldest  son  will  not  come  ^nto  -his  measures:  this 
may  create  him  some  uneasiness. 

Lord  Bathurst  is  in  Gloucestershire,  where  he 
plants,  transplants,  and  unplauts  :  thus  he  erects  an 
employment  for  himself  independent  6f  a  court. 

I  have  the  happiness  to  live  near  Lord  Oxford, 
who  continues  that  kindness  and  protection  to  me 
that  I  had  from  his  father.  God  Almighty  has  given 
him  both  the  power  and  the  will  to  support  the  nu- 
merous family  of  his  sister^  which  has  been  brought 
to  ruin  by  that  unworthy  man  Lord  K -.  * 

Now  I  name  him,  I  mean  Lord  Oxford,  let  me 
ask  you  if  it  be  true,  that  you  are  going  to  print  a 
History  of  the  four  last  yeanj  of  the  queen?  if  it  is, 
will  not  you  let  me  see  it  before  you  send  it  to  the 
press  ?  Is  it  not  possible  that  I  may  suggest  some 
things  that  you  may  have  omitted,  and  give  you 
reasons  for  leaving  out  others?  The  scene  is 
changed  since  that  period  of  time :  the  conditions  of 
the  peace  of  Utrecht  have  been  applauded  by  most 
part  of  mankind,  even  in  the  two  houses  of  parlia- 
ment :  Should  not  matters  rest  here,  at  least  for 
sometime?  I  presume  your  great  end  is  to  do 
justice  to  truth  ;  the  second  point  may  perhaps  be 
to  make  a  compliment  to  the  Oxford  family :  per- 
mit me  to  say  as  to  the  first,  that  though  you 
know  perhaps  more  than  any  one  man,  Ilhay  pos- 
sibly contribute  a  mite;  and,  with  the  alteration  of 
one  word,  viz.  by  inserting '/>an?a  instead  ofmagnay 
apply  to  myself  that  passage  of  Virgil,  et  quorum 


*   KlDQOUl. 
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poTspatvafm.  As  to  the  second  point,  I  do  not 
conceive  your  compliment  to  Lord  Oxford  to  be  so 
perfect  as  it  might  be,  unless  you  lay  the  manuscript 
bef(H*e  him,  that  it  may  be  considered  here. 

Our  little  captain  blusters,  reviews,  and  thinks  he 
governs  the  world,  when  in  reality  he  does  nothing: 
for  the  first  minister  stands  possessed  of  all  the  regal 
power:  the  latter  prates  well  in  the  house,  and,  by 
corruption,  is  absolute  master  of  it :  as  to  other  mat- 
ter, his  foreign  treaties  are  absurd,  and  his  manage- 
ment of  the  funds  betray  a  want  of  skill:  he  has  a 
low  way  of  thinking.  My  dear  Dean,  adieu ;  believe 
me  to  be,  what  I  really  am, 

Most  affectionately  yours, 

Erasmus  Lewis, 


FROM  THE  EARL  OF  OXFORD. 

Dover  Street,  July  4,  1737. 

Good  Mr  Dkan, 
Your  letter  of  June  1 4lh,  in  answer  to  mine  of  the 
*7th  of  April,  is  come  to  my  hands ;  and  it  is  with 
no  small  concern  that  I  have  read  it,  and  to  find  that 
y§u  seem  to  have  formed  a  resolution  to  put  the  His- 
tory of  the  four  last  years  of  the  Queen  to  the  press; 
a  resolution  taken  without  giving  your  friends,  and 
those  that  are  greatly  concerned,  some  notice,  or 
suffering  them  to  have  time  and  opportunity  to^read 
the  papers  over,  and  to  consider  them.  I  hope  it  is 
not  too  late  yet,  and  that  you  will  be  so  good  as  to 
let  some  friends  see  them,  before  they  are  put  to  the 
press;  and,  as  you  propose  to  have  the  work  printed 
here,  it  will  be  easy  to  give  directions  to  whom  you 
will  please  to  give  the  liberty  of  seeing  them ;  I  beg 
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I  majr  be  one :  this  request  I  again  repeat  to  you, 
and  1  hope  you  will  grant  it.  1  do  not  doubt  but 
there  are  many  who  will  persuade  you  to  publish  it; 
but  they  are  not  proper  judges :  their  reasons  may  be 
of  different  kinds,  and  their  motives  to  press  on  this 
work  may  be  quite  different,  and  perhaps  concealed 
from  you. 

I  am  extremely  sensible  of  the  firm  love  and  rjB- 
gard  you  had  for  my  father,  and  have  for  his  me- 
mory ;  and  upon  that  account  it  is,  that  I  now  re- 
new my  request,  that  you  would  at  least  defer  this 
printing  until  you  have  had  the  advice  of  friends. 
You  have  forgot  that  you  lent^  me  the  history  to 
read  when  you  were  in  England  since  my  father 
died;  I  do  remember  it  well.  I  would  ask  your 
pardon  for  giving  you  this  trouble;  but  upon  this 
adSair  I  am  ^  nearly  concerned,  that  if  I  did  not 
my  utmost  to  prevent  it,  I  should  never  forgive  my- 
self.* 

I  am  extremely  obliged  to  you  for  your  good  and 
kind  concern  for  me  and  my  family.  My  wife  de- 
sires your  acceptance  of  her  most  humble  service ; 
my  daughter  desires  the  same ;  they  both  are  sen- 
sible of  your  good  wishes  for  them.  I  am,  with  true 
esteem  and  respect,  dear  Sir, 

Your  obliged  and  most  affectionate 
humble  servant, 

Oxford. 


♦  This  letter,  it  would  seem,  liad  the  desired  effect ;  for  the 
manuscript  was  sent  to  England,  and  submitted  to  the  inspection 
of  Lord  Oxford  and  his  friends.  See  the  Dean's  letter  to  Lewis, 
SSdJuly*  ' 
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MR  POPE  TO  THE  EARL  OF  ORRERY. 

July  l^,  17S7, 

My  Lord, 
The  pleasure  you  gave  me,  in  acquaiuting  me 
of  the  Dean's  better  health,  is  one  so  truly  great,  as 
might  content  even  your  own  humanity ;  i^ud  what- 
ever my  sincere  opinion  and  respect  of  your  lord- 
ship prompts  me  to  wish  from  your  hands  for  my- 
self, your  love  for  him  makes  me  happy.  Would 
to  God  my  weight  added  to  yours,  could  turn  his 
inclinations  to  this  side,  that  I  might  live  to  enjoy 
him  here  through  your  means,  and  flatter  myself  it 
was  partly  through  my  own  !  But  this,  I  fear,  will 
never  be  the  case  ;  and  I  think  it  more  probable 
his  attraction  will  draw  me  on  the  other  side,  which, 
I  protest,  nothing  less  than  a  probability  of  dying 
at  sea,  considering  the  weak  frame  of  my  breast, 
would  have  hindered  me  from,  two  years  past.  In 
short,  whenever  I  think  of  him,  it  is  with  the  vexa- 
tion of  all  impotent  passions,  that  carry  us  out  of 
ourselves  only  to  spoil  our  quiet,  and  make  us  re- 
turn to  a  resignation,  which  is  the  most  melancholy 
of  all  virtues. 


FROM  THE  EARL  OF  ORRERY. 

July  23,  1737* 
Dear  Sir, 
If  I  were  to  tell  you  who  inquire  for  you,  and 
what  they  say  of  you,  it  would  take  up  more  paper 
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than  I  have  in  my  lodgings,  and  more  time  than  I 
9tay  in  town.  Yet  London  is  empty ;  not  dusty, 
for  we  have  had  rain :  jDOt  diiH,  for  Mr  Pope  is  in 
it :  not  noisy,  for  w^e  have  no  cars*  :  not  trouble- 
some, for  aman  may  walk  quietly  about  the  streets : 
in  short,  it  is  just  as  I  would  have  it  till  Mond$iy» 
and  then  I  quit  St  PauKs  for  my  little  church  at 
Marston. 

Your  commands  are  obeyed  long  ago  ;  Dr  King 
hu  his  cargo  f ,  Mrs  Barber  her  conversation  t,  and 
Mr  Pope  his  letters.  To-morrow  I  pass  with  him 
at  Twickenham :  the  olim  menUnisse  will  be  our 
feast.  LeaVe  Dublin,  and  come  to  us.  Methinks  there 
are  many  stronger  reasons  for  it  than  heretofore ; 
at  least  I  feel  them :  and  I  will  say  with  Macbeth^ 
Would  thou  could'st ! 

My  health  is  greatly  mended  ;  so,  I  hope,  is 
yours;  write  to  me  when  you  can,  in  your  best 
health,  and  utmost  leisure;  never  break  through 
that  rule.  Can  friendship  increase  by  absence? 
Sore  it  does :  at  least  mine  rises  some  ^degrees,  or 
seems  to  rise:  try  if  it  will  fall  by  coming  nearer : 
no,  certainly  it  cannot  be  higher. 

Yours  mo^t  affectionately. 

Orrery. 


*  Allndiiig  to  the  Irish  c^ars. D.  S. 

•f  The  MS.  of  **  The  History  of  the  four  hut  Years.*'— N. 
}  The  treatise  on  **  Polite  cooTersatioii,'*  which  the  Dean  pre. 
«ented  to  Mn  Barber^  and  which  was  published  for  her  benefit. 


VOh.  XIX. 
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TO  MR  LEWIS. 

July  2%  178r# 
DeAII  F|IIEND» 

While  a#y  of  those  who  used  to  write  to  me 
were  alive,  I  always  inquired  after  you.  But  since 
your  secretaryship  in  the  queen's  time,  1  bielieTed 
y9U  y^exe  so  glutted  with  the  oflSce,  thatyo.u  had 

Ept  piatience  to  venture  on  a  letter  to  an  absent  use*^ 
?as  acqui^intance:  and  I  find  1  owe  yours  to  my 
Lojrd  Qj^ford.  The  history  you  mention  wa$  writ- 
ten above  a  year  before  the  queen's  death.  1  left  it 
with  the  tifeasurer  and  Lord  Bolingbroke,  when  I 
first  came  over  to  take  this  deanery.  I  returned  in 
less  than  a  month ;  but  the  ministry  could  not 
agree  about  printing  it.  It  was  to  conclude  witli 
tk\^  pea,ce.  1  staid  in  London  above  nine  months  ; 
but  not  being  able  to  reconcile  the  quarrels  between 
those  two,  I  went  to  a  friend  in  Berkshire^  and  on 
the  queen's  death  came  hither  tor  good  and  all.  I 
am  confident  you  read  that  history  ;  as  thia  Lord 
Oxford  did,  as  he  owns  in  his  two  letters,  the  last 
of  which  reached  me  not  above  ten  days  ago.  You 
know,  on  the  queen's  death,  how  the  peace  and  all 
proceedings  were  universally  condemned.  This  I 
knew  would  be  done  ;  and  the  chief  cause  of  my 
writing  was,  not  to  let  such  a  queen  and  ministry 
lie  under  such  a  load  of  infamy,  or  posterity  be  so 
ill  informed,  &c.  Lord  Oxford  is  in  the  wrong,  to 
be  in  pain  about  his  father's  character,  or  his  pro- 
ceedings in  his  ministry ;  which  is  so  drawn,  that 
his  greatest  admirers  will  rather  censure  me  for  par- 
tiality ;  neither  can  he  tell  me  any  thing  material 
out  of  his  papers,  which  I  was  not  then  informed 
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of:  Dor  4o  I  know  wy  body  but  yourself  who 
could  give  me  more  light  than  what  I  then  received ; 
fori  i:ei9eiqt>^r  I  often  consulted  with  you,  and 
took  na^moria^s  of  many  important  particulars 
which  you  told  me,  as  I  did  of  others,  for  four  years 
together.  I  c^  find  no  way  to  have  the  original 
^elive^ed  \o  Lor^  Oxford,  or  to  you ;  for  the  per- 
6on  who  has  it  will  not  trust  it  out  of  his  hands; 
but,  I  brieve,  would  be  contented  to  let  it  be  read 
to  either  pf  you,  if  it  could'  be  done  without 
lettine  it  out  of  his  hands*",  although  perhaps  that 
may  be  too  late.  If  my  health  would  have  per- 
mitted me,  for  some  years  past,  to  have  ventured  as 
far  as  London,  I  would  have  satisfied  both  my  lord 
and  you.  I  belieye  you  know  that  Lord  Boling- 
broke  is  now  busy  in  France,  writing  the  History 
of  his  own  Time  :  and  how  much  he  grew  to  hate 
the  treasurer  you  know  top  well ;  and  I  know  how 
much  Lord  Bolingbroke  hates  his  very  memory. 
This  is  what  the  present  Lord  Oxford  should  be  in 
most  pain  at,  not  abciut  me.  I  have  had  my  share 
of  affliction  sufficient,  in  the  loss  of  Dr  Arbuthnot, 
and  poor  Gay  apd  others  ;  and  I  heartily  pity  poor 
Lord  Masham.  I  would  fain  know  whether  his 
son  be  a  valuable  youne  man  ;  because  I  much  dis- 
like his  education.  When  I  was  last  among  you, 
Sir.William  Wyndham  was  in  a  bad  state  of  health: 
I  always  loved  him,  and  I  rejoice  to  hear  from  you 
the  figure  he  makes.     But  I  know  so  little  of  what 


*  Af  a  little  before  this  period,  tbe  great  abilities  of  Dr  Swift 
bad  begun  to  fail,  he  had,  in  order  to  gratify  some  of  his  ac- 
quaintance, called  for  the  History  of  the  four  last  Years  of  the 
Q^neen's  Reign  once  or  twice  out  of  his  friend's  hands,  and  lent 
It  abroad  ;  by  which  means  part  of  the  contents  were  whispered 
abont  ilie  town,  and  several  had  pretended  to  hare  read  it,  who, 
perhaps,  had  not  seen  one  line  of  it.— D.  S.   , 
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passes,  that  I  never  heard  of  Lady  Blajidford  his 
present  wife. 

Lord  Bathurst  used  to  write  to  me,  but  has  drop- 
ped it  some  years.  Pray,  is  Charles  Ford  yet  ahve  ? 
for  he  has  dropped  me  too  :  or  perhaps  my  illness 
has  hindered  me  from  provoking  his  remembrance : 
for  I  have  been  long  iii  a  very  bad  condition.  My 
deafness,  which  used  to  be  occasional  and  for  a  short 
time,  has  stuck  by  jne  now  several  months  without 
remission  ;  so  that  I  am  unfit  for  any  conversa- 
tion, except  one  or  two  Stentprs  of  either  sex ;  and 
my  old  giddiness  is  likewise  become  chronical,  al- 
though not  in  equal  violence  with  my  former  short 
fits. 

I  was  never  so  much  deceived  in  any  Scot,  as  by 
that  execrable  Lord  K  *  *  *  * ;  ♦  whom  I  loved  ex- 
tremely, and  now  detest  beyond  expression. 

Yoii  say  so  little  of  yourself,  that  I  know  not 
•whether  you  arp  in  health  or  sickness,  only  that 
you  lead  a  mere  animal  life ;  which,  with  nine  parts 
in  ten,  is  a  sign  of  health.  I  find  you  have  not, 
like  me,  lost  your  memory  ;  nor,  I  hope,  your  sense 
of  hearing,  which  is  the  greatest  loss  of  any,  and 
more  comfortless  than  even  being  blind  ;  I  mean, 
in  the  article  of  company.  Writing  no  longer 
amuses  me,  for  I  cannot  think.  I  dine  constantly 
at  home,  in  my  chamber,  with  a  grave  housekeeper, 
whom  I  call  Sir  Robert ;  and  sometimes  receive  one 
or  two  friends,  and  ^  female  cousin^  with  strong 
high  tenpr  voices.    I  am,  &c. ' 

Jon.  Swift. 


*  Lord  Kinaoul,  whose  pecnniarj  embarrassments  h^d  involr- 
ed,  it  would  seem,  his  brother.in-law,  Lord  Oxford.  He  is  of  tea 
mentioned  with  regard  in  the  Journal, 
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TO  MR  POPE. 

Dablin,  July  2S,  1737. 

I  SBNT  a  letter  to  you  some  weeks  ago,  which 
ipy  Lord  Orrery  enclosed  in  one  of  his,  to  which  I 
received  as  yet  no  answer;  but  it  will  be  time 
enough  when  his  lordship  goes  over,  which  will  be 
as  he  hopes  in  about  ten  days,  and  then  he  will  take 
with  him  all  the  letters  I  preserved  of  yours,  which 
are  not  above  twenty-five.  I  find  there  is  a  great 
cha»m  of  some  years,  but  the  dates  are  more  early 
than  my  two  last  journeys  to  England,  which  makes 
me  imagine,  that  in  one  of  those  journeys  I  carried 
over  another  cargo.  But  I  cannot  trust  my  me- 
mory  half  an  hour;  and  my  disorder  of  deafness 
and  giddiness  increase  daily.  So  that  I  am  declin* 
ing  as  fast  as  it  is  easily  possible  for  me,  if  I  were 
a  dozen  years  older. 

We  have  had  your  volume  of  letters,  which  I  am 
told  are  to  be  printed  here.  Some  of  those  who 
highly  esteem  you,  and  a  few  who  know  you  per- 
sonally, are  grieved  to  find  you  make  no  distinction 
between  the  English  gentry  of  this  kingdom,  and 
the  savage  old  Irish,  (who  are  only  the  vulgar,  and 
some  gentlemen  who  live  in  the  Irish  parts  of  the 
kingdom)  but  the  English  colonies,  who  are  three 
parts  in  four,  are  much  more  civilized  than  many 
counties  in  England,  and  speak  better  English,  and 
are  much  better  bred.  And  they  think  it  very  hard, 
that  ^n  American,  who  is  of  the  fifth  generation  froni 
England,  should  be  allowed  to  preserve  that  title, 
only  because  we  have  been  told  by  some  of  them 
that  their  names  are  entered  in  some  parish  in  Lon- 
don.    I  have  three  or  four  cousins  her6  who  were 
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born  in  Portugal,  whose  parents .  took  the  same 
care,  and  they  are  all  of  them  Londoners.  Dr  De- 
lany,  who,  as  I  take  it,  is  of  an  Irish  family,  came 
to  visit  me  three  days  ago,  on  purpose  to  complain 
of  those  passages  in  your  letters  ;  he  will  not  allow 
such  a  difference  between  the  two  climates,  but 
will  assert  that  North  Wales,  Northutriberland, 
Yorkshire,  and  the  other  Worthern  shires,  have  a 
more  cloudy  ungenial  air  than  any  part  of  Ireland. 
In  short,  I  am  afraid  yoiir  fHeiids  and  ddmirers  here 
will  force  you  td  make  a  palinody. 

As  for  the  other  parts  of  your  volume  of  letters, 
my  opinioh  is,  that  there  hiight  be  collected  from 
them  the  be^t  system  that  ever  was  turrit  for  the  fcon- 
duct  of  hiiman  life,  at  least  to  shame  all  reasonable 
men  out  of  iheir  follies  and  vices.     It  is  some  re- 
commendation of  this  kingdom^  and  of  the  taste  of 
the  people,  that  you  are  at  least  as  highly  cielebrated 
here  as  you  are  at  home.     If  you  will  blame  us  for 
slavery,  corruption,  atheism,  arid  such  trifles,  do  it 
freely,  but  include  England,  only  with  an  addition 
of  every  Other  vice.     I  wish  you  would  give  orders 
against  the  corruption  of  English  by  those  scribblers 
who  send  tis  over  their  trash  in  prose  and  vers'e;  i^th 
abominable  curtailings  and  quaint  modernisms.     £ 
now  am  daily  expecting  an  end  of  life :  I  have  lost 
all  spirit,  and  every  scrap  of  health;  I  sometimes 
recover  a  little  of  my  hearing,  but  my  head  is  ever 
out  of  order.    While  I  have  any  ability  to  hold  a. 
commerce  with  you,  I  will  never  be  sileht,  and  this 
chancing  to  be  a  day  that  I  can  hold  a  pen,  I  ^ill 
drag  it  as  long  as  I  am  able.  Pray  let  my  Lord  Or- 
rery see  you  often ;  next  to  yoUrself  I  love  rib  man 
so  well ;  and  tell  him  whit  1  say,  if  he  Visits  Vtiti. 
I  have  now  done,  for  it  is  evening,  and  my  iiesul 
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gr6ws  worse.  May  God  always  protect  you,  and 
preserve  you  long,  for  a  pattern  of  ()iety  and  virtue. 
Farewell,  my  dearest  and  almost  otily  coilstaat 
fiiehd.  I  am  ever,  at  least  in  riiy  esteeiti,  hoilour, 
and  aflfection  to  you,*  what  I  liope  you  expect  me 
to  be, 

Yours,  &c. 

Jon.  Swift. 


TO  TOE  ftlGHT  WORSHIPFUL  THE  MAY- 
OK,  ALDERMEN,  SHERIFFS,  ANO  COM- 
MON-COUNClL  Of  THE  CITY  OF  CORK. 

Ifeaneiy  House,  Dubtio^ 
Aigust  15,  1737. 
XJentlemen, 
I  BECEivED  from  you,  some  weefks  ago,  the  ho- 
nour of  my  freedom  m  a  silver  bok,  by  the  hands 
of  Mr  Stannard ;  *  but  it  was  riot  delivered  to  me 
in  as  many  weeks  more ;  because,  I  soippose,  he  was 
too  full  of  more  important  business.     Since  that 
time  T  have  been  wholly  confined  by  sickness,  so 
that  I  was  not  able  to  return  you  my  acknowledg- 
ment ;  and,  ij  is  with  much  difficulty  I  do  it  now, 
my  head  continuing  in  great  disorder.     Mr  Faulk- 
ner will  be  the  bearer  of  my  letter,  who  sets  out  this 
.  morning  for  Cork. 

I  could  have  wished,  as  I  am  a  private  man,  lliat. 


*  Eaton  Stamiard,  Esq.  then  Recorder  of  Dublin,  and  after- 
ward made  his  Majesty  s  Prime  Serjeant  at  La^,  inr  the  room  of 
Anthony  .Vlalone,  ^:lsq.  who  was  promoted  to  the  ChanceUorship 
of  the  l^chequer.-— D.  S. 
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in  the  instrument  of  my  freedom,  you  had  pleasect 
to  assign  your  reasons  tor  making  choice  of  me.  I 
Inow  it  is  a  usiial  compliment  to  bestow  the  free- 
dom of  the  city  on  an  archbishop,  or  lord  chancel*^ 
lor,  and  other  persons  of  great  titles,  merely  upon 
account  of  their  stations  or  power:  but  a  private 
man,  and  a  perfect  stranger,  without  power  or  gran- 
deur, may  justly  expect  to  find  the  motives  assigned 
in  the  instrument  of  his  freedom,  on  what  account 
he  is  thus  distinguished.  And  yet  I  cannot  discover 
in  the  whole  parchment  scrip  any  one  reason  offered. 
Next,  as  to  the  silver  box,"*^  there  is  not  so  much  m 
my  name  upon  it,  nor  any  one  syllable  to  show  it 
was  a  present  from  your  city.  Therefore  I  have,  by 
the  advice  of*  friends,  agreeable  with  my  opinion^ 
sent  back  the  box  and  instrument  of  freedom  by  Mr 
Faulkner,  to  be  returned  to  yott  r  leaving  to  your 
choice,  whether  to  insert  the  reasons  for  which  you 
were  pleased  to  give  me  my  freedom,  or  bestow  the 
box  upon  some  more  worthy  person  whom  you  may 
have  an  intention  to  l>onour,  because  it  will  equally 
fit  every  body.  I  am,  with  true  esteem  and  grati- 
tude. Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  and  obliged  servant, 

'      JoN.  Swift. 


*  Iff  coniBgii^Ge  of  tiiis  letter,. there  was  an  infcription,  and 
the  city  arms  of  C9sk)  cDgraved  on  the  box,  and  reasons  on  the 
parchment  instrument  for  presenting  him  witb  the  freedom  of 
that  city D.S. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


I^ISTOLAHY  COmlBSFONDBNCB^  189 

r 

FROM  MR  FARREN. 

Cork,  Sept  14,  1737. 
Reverend  Sir, 

I  AM  favoured  with  yours  bj  Mr  Faulkner,  athd 
am  sorry  the  health  of  a  man  the  whole  kingdom 
has  at  heart,  should  be  so  much  in  danger. 

When  the  box  with  y<mr  freedom  was  given  the 
recorder,  to  be  presented  to  you,  I  hoped  he  wouW, 
in  the  name  of  the  city,  have  expressed  their  grate- 
ful acknowledgments  for  the  many  services  the  pub- 
lic have  received  from  you^  which  are  the  motives 
that  induced  us  to  make  you  one  of  our  citizens ;  and 
as  they  will  ever  remain  monuments  to  your  glory, 
W6  imagined  it  needless  to  make  any  inscription  on 
the  box,  and  especially  as  we  have  no  precedents 
on  our  books  for  any  such.     But,  as  so  great  and 
deserving  a  patriot  merits  all  distinction  that  can  be 
made,  I  have,  by  the  consent  and  approbation  of 
the  council,  directed  the  box  to  you,  and  hope,  what 
is  inscribed  upon  it,  although  greatly  inferior  to 
what  your  merit  is  entitled  to,  will  however  demon- 
strate the  great  regard  and  respect  we  have  for  you, 
on  account  of  the  many  singular  services  your  pen 
.  and  your  counsel  have  done  this  poor  country ;  and 
am,  reverend  Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  ser- 
vant, 

Thomas  Farren,  Mayor. 
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FROM  LORD  BATHURST. 

Cirencester)  Oct.  5,  1797. 
Dear  Mr  Dean, 

That  I  oftea  think,of  you  is  most  certain,  but  if 
I  should  write  to  you  as  often,  you  would  think  me 
extremely  troublesome.  I  was  alarmed  some  time 
ago  with  hearing  that  you  were  much  indisposed ; 
but  if  later  accounts  are  t#  be  depended  upon,  you 
are  now  in  perfect  health.  I  should  be  heartily  glad 
to  have  that  news  confirmed  to  me  by  two  line^  un- 
der your  hand :  however,  I  write  to  you  under  thai 
supposition,  for  which  reason  I  have  cut  out  a  fi^e 
basinei^s  for  you. 

That  very  pi'etty  epistle  which  you  writ  many 

J^esMTS  ago  to  Lord  Oxford,  is  printed  very  incorrect- 
y.  I  have  a  copy  (of  which  I  send  you  a  tran- 
script) which  has  some  very  good  lines  in  it,  that  are 
not  in  the  printed  copy;  and  besides,  if  you  will 
compare  it  with  the  original,  you  will  find  that  you 
left  off  without  going  through  with  the  epistle.  The 
'  fable  oi  the  country  and  city  mouse  is  as  prettily  tcid 
as  any  thing  of  that  kind  ever  was :  possibly^  if  you. 
look  over  your  papers,  you  may  find  that  you  fi- 
nished the  whble ;  if  not,  I  enjoin  you  as  a  task,  to 
go  through  with  it ;  and  I  beg  of  you,  do  not  suffer 
an  imperfect  copy  to  stand,  while  it  is  in  your  power 
to  rectify  it.*  Adieu !  do  me  the  justice  to  believe 
me  most  faithfully  and  unalterably  yours. 


•  On  the  back  of  the  original  letter,  Dr  Swift  has  obserredy 
that  upon  receiving  it,  he  added  twenty  lines  to  the  poem.  It 
It  in  imitation  of  the  sixth  satire  of  the  second  book  of  Horace, 
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TO  Mr  cope. 

DeMiery  Houses  Not.  il^  1717* 
Sir, 
1  WAS  jiiiA  going  to  write  to  you,  when  }n(Mkr.  clerk 
'-  brou^t  me  your  note  for  thirty-six  pounds,  which 
was  more  by  A  third  part  than  I  desired,  and  for 
which  I  heartily  thaio^  you.  I  have  been  iised  since 
my  illness  (o  hear  so  niany  thouj^and  lies  told  of 
itoyself  «ind  others,  and  so  circumstantially,  that  mip 
head  was  almost  ^med  ;  and  if  I  gave  them  any 
credit,  it  wis  beciuse  one  thing  I  knew  perfeictlyv 
that  we  iiUirered  ehtirely  in  our  opinions  of  public 
management.  I  did  and  do  detest  the  lowering  of 
the  gold,  because  I  saw  a  resolution  seven  years  old 
of  your  House  of  Commons  of  a  very  different  na- 
ture, and  have  since  seen  tracts  against  i1^  which^to 
m^  were  detnonstrations ;  and  am  assured^  as  weU  as 
krtoW  by  experience,  that  I  have  not  deceived  k  peni. 
ny  except  from  you.  ftowever,  altboiigh  I  kno\ir  yoti 
to  be  somewhat  of  what  we  call  a  giber^  yet  I,  am 
convinced  by  your  assertions  that  I  was  ill  informed ; 
itoid  ^etWediflfer  so  much  in  thie  pp^setit  |>olitics, 
^Mt  I  doubt  It  will  much  afifect  the  good^Ml  you 
formerly  seemed  to  bear  me.  I  grant,  that  the 
bishops,  the  people  in  employments  of  all  kinds  who 
receive  salaries,  and  some  others,  will  not  lose  a  pen- 
ny, by  lowering  the  money,  because  they  must  still 
have  their  pay ;  and,  if  your  estate  be  set  much  un- 
der value,  you  will  be  no  sufferer ;  though  I,  and 


and  it  is  printed  with  the  additional  lines^  in  the  Works  of  Mr 
Pope.— H.  / 
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thousand  of  others,  will  soundly  feel  the  smarts  and 
particularly  the  lower  clergy,  who  I  find  are  out  of 
every  body's  good  graces;  but  for  what  reasons 
I  know  not.  I  hear  your  house  is  forming  a  bill  ^ 
against  all  legacies  to  the  church,  or  any  public 
charity,  which  puts  me  under  a  great  difficulty;  be- 
cause, by  my  will,  I  have  bequeathed  my  whole 
fbrtuf^  to  build  and  endow  an  hospital  for  lunatics 
and  idiots,  f  I  wish  I  had  any  certainty  in  that 
matter.  You  mistook  me  in  one  expression ;  what 
I  said  was,  that  I  wished  all  who  were  for  lowering 
the  gold,  were  lowered  to  the  dust ;  and  I  might 
explain  it,  so  that  it  would  bear  the  sense  of  caus- 
ing them  to  repent  in  dust  and  ashes.  I  am.  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

JoN.  Swift. 


*  This  bill  did  not  pass.— F. 

f  The  Dean  drew  up  a  petition  to  the  House  of  Lords  io  Ire. 
laad,  to  be  excepted  in  the  heads  of  the  bill  for  a  mortmain  att, 
then  in  agitation,  that  he  might  be  at  liberty  to  fulfil  hir  bene- 
Tolent  intention:  but  the  bill  did  not  pass.  The  hospital  (en- 
dowed by  Dr  Swift's  legacy  of  above  10,000  pounds)  was  incor- 
porated by  charter,  in  August  1740.  By  a  printed  state,  in  1770^ 
it  a[^[)eart,  that,  by  the  addition  of  other  legacies,  the  trnsteea 
were  enabled  at  that  time  to  admit  thirty-four  patients  on  the  es* 
tablishment;  and  had  also  sixteen  boarders  unde^  cur^  at  the 
rate  of  thirty  guineas  a  year  for  each.-— >F. 
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FROM  LORD  MOUNTJOY.* 

Norember  17,  I7S7. 
Sir, 

I  sHAUi,  with  great  pleasure,  bring  in  your  pe- 
tition to-morrow,  the  House  of  Lords  not  sitting  un« 
til  then ;  but  I  find  there  is  a  small  mistake  in  point 
of  form,  which  will  be  proper  to  be  set  right  before 
the  petition  shall  be  presented,  f 

You  mention  the  bill  as  if  it  would  certainly  pass, 
and^be  transmitted  into  England ;  instead  of  which, 
I  must  beg  the  favour  of  you  to  say,  that  "  there 
are  heads  of  a  bill  depending  now  before  your  lord- 
ships' committee,  in  order  to  prevent,*'  &c.  &c.,  for 
witil  such  time  as  it  shall  have  gone  through  that, 
no  one  can  declare  the  fate  of  it. 

I  should  not  be  so  impertinent  as  to  pretend  to 
direct  you  in  this,  but  that  I  apprehend  you  did  not 
know  the  progress  the  bill  has  taken ;  if  you  will  get 
it  writ  over  again,  my  servant  shall  wait  to  bring 
it  to  me,  and  I  shall  take  care,  as  soon  as  the  peti- 
tion is  received,  to  have  a  clause  ready,  in  pursuance 
of  it,  to  except  your  charity.  I  am,  with  great  re- 
spect. Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

MoUNTJOY. 


♦  WUliam  Stewart,  Viscoant  Momitjoy,  cietfted  Earl  of  Blei. 
sintom  Dec.  7 9  1745. 

f  The  Dean's  petition  to  be  excepted  from  the  mortmain  bill 
in  case  it  should  pass*  It  stated,  that  he  had  long  shice  bequeftdi- 
icd  his  fortune  to  pious  uses,  and  was  determined  to  remit  it  abroad 
for  similar  purposes  if  his  petition  was  refused. 
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FROM  MR  t(mr>: 

Norember^)  1737. 

I  CANNQT  help  putting  you  in  mind  of  me  smne- 
^inie^  though  I  am  sure  of  having  no  returi[\.  1  of- 
tfn  read  yo^r  name  in  the  newspapers,  bt|t  hairdly 
iave  any  other  account  of  you,  except  when  I  I^ap- 
pen  to  see  Lord  Orrery.  He  told  me  the  last  tim^, 
that  you  hs^d  been  ill,  but  were  perfectly  recovexed. 

I  hear  they  are  going  to  pubhsH  two  volumes 
V(iQxe  of  your  works.  I  see  no  reason  why  all  the 
pamphlets  published  at  the  end  of  the  queen's  reign 
ipaight  not  be  inserted.  Your  objection  of  tbeir  bet- 
ing momentary  things,  will  not  ];iold.  Killing  m> 
Murder,  and  many  other  old  tracts,  are  still  read 
with  pleasure,  not  to  mention  Tully's  Letters^  wfcich 
have  not  died  with  the  times.  My  comfort  is,  they 
will  some  time  or  other  be  found  among  my  books 
with  the  author's  name,  and  posterity  obliged  with 
them.  1  have  been  driven  out  of  a  great  housie, 
where  I  had  lodged  between  four  and  five  years,  by 
n^w  lodgers,  with  an  insupportable  noise,  and  have 
taken  a  little  one  to  myself  in  a  little  court,  merely 
for  the  sake  of  sleeping  in  quiet.  It  is  in  St  James  s 
Pl^c?,  and  called  Little  Cleveland  Court.  I  believe 
you  never  observed  it;  for  I  never  did,  though  I 
lodged  very  near  it,  till  I  was  carried  there  to  see  the 
house  I  have  taken.  Though  coaches  come  in,  it 
consists  of  but  six  houses  in  all.  Mine  is  but  two 
Stories  high,  pontrived  exactly  as  I  would  wish,  as  I 
sdidom  eat  at  home.  The  ground  floor  is  of  small 
use  to  me;  for  the  fore  parlour  is  flung  into  the 
entry,  and  makes  a  magnificent  London  hall.  The 
back  one,  by  their  ridiculous  custom  of  tacking  a 
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closet  almost  of  the  same  bigness  to  it,  is  so  dark, 
that  I  can  hardly  see  to  read  there  in  the  middle  of 
the  day.  Up  one  pair  of  stairs  I  have  a  very  g0iQ4 
dining-room,  which  on  the  secppd  floor  is  divid^ 
into  two,  and  makesf  room  for  m^  whole  family,  a 
mi^n  and  a  maid,  both  at  board-wages.  Over  my 
bedchamber  is  niy  study,  the  ple^santest  part  of  the 
bouse,  from  whence  you  have  a  full  view  of  Buck- 
ingham House,  and  all  that  part  of  the  park.  My 
furniture  is  clean  and  new,  but  of  the  cheapest 
things  I  could  find  out.  The  most  valuab^  goods 
I  have  are  two  different  prints  of  you.  I  am  still  iiji 
great  hopes  I  shall  one  day  have  the  happiness  of 
seeing  you  in  it. 

Every  body  agrees  the  queen*s  death  was  wholly 
owing  to  her  own  fault.  She  had  a  rupture,  which 
she  would  not  discover ;  *  and  the  surgeon  who 
opened  her  navel,  declared  if  he  had  known  it  two 
4ays  sooner,  she  should  have  been  walking  a,bout 
the  next  day.  By  her  concealing  her  distemper, 
they  gave  her  strong  cordials  for  the  gout  in  her 
stomach,  which  did  her  great  mischief.  The  king 
is  said  to  have  given  her  the  first  account  of  her 
condition:  she  bore  it  with  great  resolution,  and 
immediately  sent  for  the  rest  of  her  children,  to  take 
formal  leave  of  them,  but  absolutely  refused  to  see 
the  Prince  of  Wales ;  nor  could  the  Archbishop  of 


*  Her  complaint  was,  for  a  long  time,  only  known  by  the  king 
and  her  Gennan  nurse,  Mrs  Mailborne,  and  Lady  Sundon^  who, 
1^  participating  in  the  secret,  preserved  a  great  influence  over 
the  queen.  The  shrewdness  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  howeyer, 
pene^ted  the  mystery,  by  remarking,  that  among  the  physical 
questions  which  sh^  put  to  him  after  the  death  of  his  wife,  the 
queen  most  frequently  adverted  to  the  case  of  a  rupture,  which 
was  not  Lady  Walpole's  disease* 
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Canterbury,  when  he  gave  her  the  sacrament,  pre- 
vail on  her,  though  she  said  she  heartily  forgave 
the  prince.  It  is  thought  her  death  will  be  a  loss, 
at  least  in  point  of  ease,  to  some  of  the  ministers. 

Sinee  Lewis  ha$  lost  his  old  wife,  he  has  had  an 
old  maiden  niece  to  live  with  him,  continues  the 
same  life,  takes  the  air  in  his  coach,  dines  moderate- 
ly at  home,  and  sees  nobody. 

It  was  reported,  and  is  still  believed  by  many, 
that  Sir  Robert  Walpole  upon  the  loss  of  his,  made 
Miss  Skirret  an  honest  woman ;  but  if  it  be  so,  the 
marriage  is  not  yet  owned. 

That  you  may,  in  health  and  happiness,  see  ma-^ 
ny  30th  of  NovOTibers,  is  the  most  sincere  and  hear* 
ty  wish  of  yours,  &c. 

C.  Ford. 

If  you  will  be  so  kind  as  to  let  me  hear  from  you 
once  again,  you  may  either  direct  to  me  at  the 
Cocoa  Tree,  or  to  Little  Cleveland  Court,  in  St 
James's  Place. 


FROM  THE  CHEVAUEE  EAMSAY. 

At  Paris,  Nov.  29,  1737. 
Reverend  Sir, 
I  RECEIVED  ohly  some  weeks  ago  the  works  you 
were  pleased  to  send  m^e,  and  have  perused  them 
with  new  pleasure.  I  still  find  in  them  all  the  marks 
of  that  original  genius  and  universal  beneficence 
which  compose  your  character.  I  cannot  send  you 
in  return,  any  such  valuable  compositions  of  p^ine  ; 
but  you  will  receive^  by  the  first  ships  Uiat  go  for 
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IreUuad^iiiy  History  of  the  Mareschal  de  Turenne, 
the  greatest  French  hero  that  ever  was.  I  sbi^U  be 
glad  to  know  your^ opinion  of  the  performance. 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  respect,  veneration,  and 
friendship,  dear  Sir,  your  most  humbloi  and  most 
obedient  servant. 

The  Chevalibr  Ramsay. 

Pray  allow  me  to  assure  Mr  Sican  of  my  most  hi)m« 
ble  respects* 

If  you  have  any  commands  for  me  in  this  country^ 
or  for  any  of  your  friends,  pray  direct  for  pae, 
under  a  cover.  A  son  Altesse  Monseigneur  U 
vompte  (fEvreux,  general  de  la  cavallerie  d  Pa* 


TtS. 


FROM  LORD  BATHURST. 

Scarcliffe  Farm,  Dec.  6, 1737. 
Dbar  Sir, 
I  RECEivBD  a  letter  from  you  at  Cirencester,  full 
of  life  and  spirits,  which  gave  me  singular  satisfac- 
tion ;  but  those  complaints  you  make  of  the  deplor- 
able state  of  Ireland,  made  me  reflect  upon  the  con- 
dition of  England,  and  I  am  inclined  to  think  it  is 
not  much  better;  possibly  the  only  difference  is, 
that  we  shall  be  the  last  devoured!  *  1  have  at- 
tended parliament  many  years,  and  never  found  that 
I  coi^ld  do  any  good ;  1  have  therefore  entered  up- 
on a  new  scheme  of  life,  and  am  determined  to  look 


^  The  promise  of  Polypheme  to  Uiysses.— H. 
VOL.  XIX.  K 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


194  EPISTOLARY  COBEBSPDNDENCE. 

after  my  own  aflkirs  a  little.  I  am  now  in  a  small 
farm-house  in  Derbyshire,  and  my  chief  business  is 
to  take  care  that  my  agents  do  not  impose  upon  my 
tenants.  I  am  for  letting  them  all  gopd  bargainsjj 
that  my  rents  may  be  paid  as  long  as  any  rents  can 
be  paid ;  and  when  thq  time  pomes  that  there  is  no 
money,  they  are  honest  fellows,  and  will  bring  me 
in  what  corn  and  cattle  I  shall  want.  I  want  no 
foreign  commodities;  my  neighbour  the  Duke  of 
Kingston  has  imported  one ;  ♦  but  I  do  not  think  it 
worth  the  carriage. 

I  passed  through  London  in  my  way  here,  and 
eVery  body  wondered  1  could  leave  them,  they  were 
so  full  of  speculations  upon  the  great  event  which 
lately  happened  ;  f  but  I  am  of  opinion  some  time 
will  be  necessary  to  produce  any  consequences. 
Some  consequences  will  certainly  follow ;  but  time 
must  ripen  matters  for  them.  I  could  send  you 
many  speculations  of  my  owi[i  and  others  upon  this 
subject ;  but  it  is  too  nice  a  subject  for  me  to  han- 
dle in  a  post-letter.  It  is  not  every  body  who  ought 
to  have  liberty  to  abuse  their  superior^ ;  if  a  man 
has  so  much  wit  a§  to  get  the  majority  of  mankind 
on  his  §ide,  he  is  often  safe ;  or  if  he  \s  known  to 
have  taler^ts  that  can  make  an  abuse  stick  close,  he 
is  still  safer.  You  may  say,  where  is  the  occasion 
of  abusing  any  body  ?  I  never  did  in  my  life  ;  but 
you  have  often  told  truth  of  persons,  who  would' 
rather  you  had  abused  tliqm  in  the  erossest  man- 


♦  Madame  la  Touche,  a  Frencli  ladj. — B. 

+  The  death  of  Queen  Caroline,  on  Sunday  evening;  NoTem. 
her  20,  1737.-*B.  It  was  expected  that  this  event  yfOulCi,  hav^ 
occasioned  a  change  of  ministiy. 
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I  may  say  in  parliament,  that  we  are  impoverish^' 
ed  at  home,  and  rendered  contemptible  abroad,  be-* 
cau^  nobody  will  care  to  call  upon  me  to  prove  it; 
but  I  do  not  know  whether  I  may  venture  to  put 
that  in  a  letter,  at  least  in  a  letter  to  a  disaffected 
person ;  such  you  will  be  reputed  as  long  as  you 
live ;  after  your  death,  perhaps,  you  may  stand 
rectus  in  curia. 

I  met  our  friend  Pope  in  town ;  he  is  as  sure  tor 
be  there  in  a  bustle,  as  a  porpus  in  a  storm.  He 
told  me  that  he  would  retire  to  Twickenham  for  a 
fortnight;  but  I  doubt  it  much.  Since  I  found  by 
your  last,  that  your  hand  and  your  head  are  both 
in  so  good  a  condition,  let  me  hear  from  you  some- 
times. And  do  not  be  discouraged  that  I  send  you 
nothing  worth  reading  now :  I  have  talked  with  no* 
body  for  some  time  past,  but*  farmers  and  plough-* 
men  ;  when  I  come  into  good  company  again,  I  may 
possibly  be  less  insipid ;  but  in  whatever  condition  i 
am,  I  shall  always  be  most  ambitious  of  your  friend- 
ship, and  most  desirous  of  your  esteem,  being  most 
faithfully  and  sincerely,  dear  Sir, 

Your  obedient  humble  servant, 

Baxhurst. 


TO  MR  FAULKNER. 

Deanery  Hause,  Dec.  15^  1737. 
Me  Faulkner, 
The  short  treatise  that  I  here  send  you  enclosed 
was  put  into  my  hands  by  a  very  worthy  person, 
of  much  ancient  learning,  as  well  as  knowledge  in 
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the  laws  of  both  kingdoms.  *  He  \»  likewise  a  most 
loyal  subject  to  Kino:  George,  and  wholly  attaqh^ 
^  the  Haaorer  family,  and  19  a  gentleman  of  as 
many  virtues  as  I  have  any  where  m^et.    Howfcv^r, 
it  seems,  he  cannot  be  blind  ot  unconcerned  (tt  the 
mistaken  conduct  of  his  country  in  a  pqint  of  the 
highest  importance  to  its  welfare*     He  has  learnt 
edly  shown,  from  the  practice  of  all  wise  nations  in 
past  and  late  ages,  that'  tillage  wsis  the  great  priilci- 
pie  and  foundation  of  their  wealth ;  and  rec0mm6nd$ 
the  practice  of  it  to  this  kingdom  with  the  most 
weighty  reasons.  He  mentions  the  prodigious  sum4 
sent  out  yearly  tor  importing  all  sorts  of  com,  in  the 
miserable  moneyless  condition  we  are  now  in.    To 
which  I  cannot  but  add,  that  in  reading  the  resolu*^ 
tions  of  the  last  sessions^  I  have  observed  in  $eve« 
ral  paperd  that  the  honourable  House  of  Common^ 
Sfeem  to  be  of  the  same  sentiment,  although  the  in- 
crease of  tillage  may  be  of  advantage  to  the  clergy^ 
whom  I  conceive  to  be  as  loyal  a  body  of  men  to 
the  present  king  and  family  as  any  in  the  nation  3 
and,  by  the  great  providence  of  God,  it  is  sd  cflfder* 
ed,  that  if  the  clergy  be  fairly  dealt  With,  whatever 
increases  their  maintenance  will  more  largely  in- 
crease the  estates  of  the  landed  men,  and  the  profits 
of  their  farmers. 

I  desire  you,  Mt  Faulkner,  to  print  the  treatise 
in  a  tiair  letter  and  a  good  paper. 

I  am,  your  tiaithful  friend  and  servant, 

Jon.  Swift. 


*  Aloander  Macaalay,  Esii. 
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TO  Dft  CLAKCY. 

Deanery  House,  Christmas  Day,  1737. 
Sir, 
SoiftB  friend  of  mine  lent  me  a  comedy,*  which 
I  dm  told  was  written  by  you  :  I  read  it  carefully, 
with  much  pleasure^  on  account  both  of  the  eba* 
ract^ra  and  the  moral.  I  have  no  interest  with  thd 
p^ple  of  tiie  playhouse,  else  I  sh6uld  gladly  re., 
commend  it  to  them*  I  send  you  a  small  pre8ant,f 
it)  auch  gold  as  will  not  give  you  trouble  to  change ; 
fw  I  much  pity  your  loss  of  sight,  |  which  if  it  pleas^ 
ed  God  to  let  you  enjoy,  your  other  talaits  mighl 
hftFe  been  your  honest  support,  and  have  eased  yoa 
of  your  present  confinement.     I  am,  Sir, 

Vour  welUwishing  friend  and  humble  servant, 

Jon.  Swt9V. 

I  know  not  who  lent  me  the  play ;  if  it  came  ffoifa 

you,  I  will  send  it  back  to-morrow. 
This  letter  and  the  packet  were  sealed  with  the 

head  of  Socrates. 


♦  "  The  Sharper,"  the  principal  character  of  which  perform- 
anoe  was  desigiM  to  represent  Colonel  Chartres. — D.  S. 

f  This  packet  contained  fi?e  pounds  in  small  pief;es  of  gold  of 
different  lUnds ;  of  which  the  largest  did  not  exceed  the  ?al|ie  of 
fire  shillings.  A  little  time  after  (says  Dr  Clancy)  I  sent  hifiia 
piMfitfel  of  tickets :  he  kept  %\ki  one,  which  he  said  lUi  (ad  paid  fot^ 
and  afterwards  sent  roe  two  four  pound  pieces  for  more.-«Seo 
Claticy*s  Memoirs,  VoL  II.  page  OT.— D;^. 

^  Dr  Clancy  had  pursued  the  study  of  phytic,  and  'Vfas  :p9tro^ 
nlsed  by  Dr  Helshani ;  but  haviag  lost  his  sight  by  a  cold  in 
1737,  before  he  could  regnhrly  engage  in  the  business  of  his  fvom 
fession,  he  kept  a  Latin  school  for  his  support-^IK  S* 
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FROM  LADY  HOWTH. 

ike  26,  1737. 
Dear  Sir, 
i  Knowing  you  to  be  very  poor,  I  have  sent  you 
^  couple  of  wild-ducks,  a  couple  of  partridges,  a 
side  of  TaiisoD,  and  some  plover,  which  will  help 
to  kfiiep  your  house  this  Chriatmas.  You  may 
make  a  misar's  feast,  and  drink  your  blue^yed 
^ymph,  *  Ja  a  bumper,  as  we  do  the  drapier :  and 
^hen  these  are  out,  let  me^  know,  and  you  shall 
havea  fr^h  supply.  I  have  sent  them  by  a  blacks 
guard,  knowing  you  to  be  of  a  very  generous  tem- 
pev^  though  vei^  poor.  My  lord  and  husband 
joins  with,  me  in  wishing  you  a  merry  Christmas, 
and  many  of  them  ;  and  am  sincerely  your  affec- 
tionate friend  and  sea-nymph. 

Jf  I  signed  my  name,  and  the  letter  should  be  found, 
you  and  I  might  be  suspected. 


FROM  DR  CLANCY. 

Dec.  27,  1737. 
;        Reverend  Sir, 

When  I  strive  to  express  the  thorough  sense  1 
have  of  your  humanity  and  goodness,  my  attempt 


J  *  Lady  Howth  having  Tcry  sparkling  blue-grey  eyes^  Dr 
Swift  used  to  dbtiDgaish  her  by  the  luune  of  ^^  the  blue*eyed 
"Nymph.*'— N. 
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ceases  in  admiration  of  them*  You  have  favoured 
my  performance  with  some  degree  of  approbation, 
and  you  have  considered  my  unfortunate  condition 
by  a. mark  of  your  known  benevolence:  from  my 
very  soul  I  sincerely  thank  you.  That  approba- 
tion, which  in  some  more  happy  periods  of  my  life 
would  have  made  me  proud  even  to  vanity,  has 
now  in  my  distress  comforted  and  soothed  my  mi- 
sery; 

If  I  did  not  fear  being  troublesome,  I  should  do 
myself  the  honour  of  waiting  upon  you,  if  you 
will  be  pleased  to  permit  me  to  do  so.  At  any 
time  I  am  ready  to  obey  your  command;  and  am» 
with  the  utmost  respect  and  gratitude,  Sir,  your 
most  obliged  humble  servant, 

Mic.  Clancy* 


TO  MR  FAULKNElR. 

Dednerj  House,  Dublin,  Jan.  6y  1737.8. 
Sir, 
I  HAVE  often  mentioned  to  you  in,  earnest  desire 
I  bad,  and  still  have,  to  record  the  merit  and  ser- 
vices of  the  lord  mayor,  Humphrey  French  ;*  whom 
I  often  desired,  after  his  mayoralty,  to  give  me  an 
account  of  many  passages  that  happened  in  his 
mayoralty,  and  which  he  has  often  put  off,  on  the 
pretence  of  his  forgetfulness,  but  in  reality  of  his 
modesty :   I  take  him  to  be  a  hero  in  his  kind. 


*  The  DeMi  addressed  to  Mr  French  his  rersion  of  an  Ode  of 
Horace. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


<ind  that  he  ought  16  be  imitated  by  a\\  his^  ^ms 
lessors,  as  far  as  their  genius  caii  r^acb.  I  desire 
you  theretbre  to  inquire  araong  ail  his  friends  whom 
you  are  acquaint;^d  with,  to  press  them  to  give 
you  the  particulars  *of  what  they  can  rettiemi^]*, 
not  only  during  the  genenU  conduct  of  his  life, 
wherever  he  had  any  power  or  authority  in  the  t*- 
ty,  but  particularly  from  Mr  Maple,  who  was  his 
intimate  friend,  who  knew  him  best,  and  could 
give  the  most  just  character  of  himself  and  his  ac- 
tions. 

When  I  shall  have  got  a  sufficient  information  of 
^U  these  particulars,  I  will,  although  I  am  oppres- 
sed with  age  and  infirmities,  stir  up  all  the  little 
spirit  I  can  raise,  to  give  the  publick  an  account  pf 
that  great  patriot ;  and  propose  him  as  an  example 
to  all  future  magistrates,  in  order  to  recommend 
his  virtues  to  this  miserable  kingdom.  I  am,  Sir^ 
Your  very  hmnble  servant, 
Jon.  Swift- 


TO  MR  ALDERMAN  BARBER. 

Dublin,  Jan.  17,  1737*S. 

My  Dear  Old  Friend, 
I  HAVE  for  almost  three  years  past  being  only  the 
shadow  of  my  former  self,  with  years  and  sickness, 
and  rage  against  all  public  proceedings,  especially 
in  this  miserable  oppressed  country.  I  have  en- 
tirely lost  my  memory,  except  when  it  is  roused 
by  perpetual  subjects  of  vexation.  Mr  Richard- 
son, who  is  your  manager  in  your  society  of  Lon- 
donderry, teib  me  he  hears  you  are  in  tolerable 
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tiSalth  and  good  spiritiSr.  I  liately  saw  him,  and  he 
mW  he  ibteridfed  Soon  to  wait  dn  yoU  in  Lofidotf. 
He  IS  it  gentleman  of  very  good  abilities,  aiid  k 
Member  of  parliament  here.  He  comes  often  to 
to\^h,  and  thien  I  never  M\  of  seeing  him  at  the 
deanery,  \*h<Ste  we  cohstahtlv  drink  jKour  health. 
I  have  not  been  out  of  dborS,  farther  than  my  gar- 
den, for  sevei^i  months,  S|ind,  unless  the  summer 
will  assist  nii^,  I  believe  there  will  bfe  the  end  of 
my  travels.  Our  friend  Lewis  has  writ  to  me  once 
or  twice,  and  makes  the  same  complaint  that  I  do, 
80  that  yb\i  are  the  h^teirtiest  prersoft  of  tJi^  three. 
I  luckily  call  to  mind  an  affair  that  many  of  my 
friends  have  pressed  me  to.  There  is  a  church  liv- 
in|5  th  y6ur  gift,  and  upon  youir  society  lands,  which 
is  now  poss^sed  by  one  Doctor  Squire,  who  is  so 
decayed  thtitlie  cannot  podsibly  live  a  month.  This 
living,  I  am  told,  is  about  1201,  or  something  more, 
a-year;  I  remember  I  got  it  for  him  by  the  assist- 
ance of  Sir  William  Withers  and  you  ;  and  since  it 
is  now  likely  to  be  so  soon  vacant,  I  insist  upon  it, 
that  if  Doctor  Squire  dies,  you  will  bestow  it  to  Mr 
William  Dunkin,  a  clergyman,  upon  whose  charac- 
ter I  have  latfely  taken  him  into  my  favour.  He  is 
a  gentleman  of  much  wit,  and  the  bert  Ehgllsh,  as 
well  as  Latin,  poet  in  this  kingdom:  he  haS  1001.  a 
year  from  OUT  university,  to  be  fccfntinaed  till  he  is 
provided  for.  He  is  a  pious,  regular  ttiaa,  highly 
esteemed ;  but  our  bishops,  like  your^,  have  littfe 
regard  for  such  accomplishnients,  whife  they  have 
any  dunces  of  nephews  or  cousins.  I  therefore  <!barge 
you  to  use  your  influence  and  authority  th^t  Mr 
Dunkin  may  have  this  church  living  upOii  the  de- 
cease of  Doctor  Squire ;  becau^  you  know  that  toy 
talent  was  a  little  (or  rathfer  too^tnuch)  turned  td 
pdetry ;  but  he  is  wiser  than  I^  because  he  tvrites 
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no  satires,  whereby  you  know  well  enough  how 
many  great  people  I  disobliged,  and  suffered  by  an- 
gering great  people  in  favour.  Farewell,  my  dear 
friend  of  near  thirty  years  standing.  How  many 
friends  have  we  lost  since  our  acquaintance  began  ? 
I  desire  you  will  present  my  most  humble  service 
and  respect  to  my  Lord  and  Lady  Oxford.  I  am 
ever,  with  great  affection  and  esteem,  dear  Sir, 
Vour  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

JoN.  Swift. 

My  kind  love  and  service  to  Mr  Pope  when  you 
see  him,  and  to  my  old  true  friend^  and  yours,  Mr 
Lewis. 

To  show  my  memory  gone,  I  wrote  this  letler  a 
week  ago,  and  thought  it  was  sent,  till  I  found  it 
this  morning,  which  is  Jan.  28,  1737»8. 


TO  MISS  RICHARDSON. 

Jantiairya^i.  1737-8^ 
Madam^ 
I  MUST  begin  my  correspondence  by  letting  yon 
know  that  your  uncle  is  the  most  unreasonable  per- 
son Iwas  ever  acquainted  with ;  and'  next  to  him, 
you  are  the  second,  although  I  think  impartially  that 
you  are  worse  than  he.  I  never  had  the  honour  and 
happiness  of  seeing  you;  nor  can  ever  expect  it,  un- 
less you  make  the  first  advance  by  coming  up  to 
town^  where  I  am  confined  by  want  of  health;  and 
my  travelling  days  are  over.  I  find  you  follow  your 
uncle's  steps,  by  maliciously  bribing  a  useless  man, 
who  can  never  have  it  in  his  power  to  serve  or  divert 


Digitized  by 


Google 


BFI8T0LAAT  C0ftEB9P0KDBKCB«  9Qt 

yxm.  I  httre  indeed  contiBiied  a  very  long  friendship 
with  Aldennan  Barber,  who  is  governor  of  the  Loo- 
don  society  about  your  parts :  whereon  Mr  Richard- 
^on  *  came  to  the  deanery^  although  it  was  not  in 
my  power  to  do  him  the  least  good  ofifice,  fieurther 
than  writing  to  the  alderman.  However,  your  uncle 
came  to  me  several  times :  and,  I  believe  after  several 
invitations,  dined  with  me  once  or  twice.  This  was 
all  the  provocation  I  ever  gave  him ;  but  he  had  re- 
venge in  his  breast,  and  you  shall  hear  how  he  gra- 
tified it.  First,  he  was  told,  ^^  That  my  ill  plomach, 
and  a  giddiness  I  was  subject  to,  forced  me,  in  some 
of  those  fits,  to  take  a  spoonful  of  usquebaugh  t"  he 
discovered  where  I  bought  it,  and  sent  me  a  dozen 
bottles,  which  cost  him  three  pounds.  He  next  was 
told,  ^'  That  as  I  never  drank  malt  liquors,  so  I  was 
not  able  to  drink  Dublin  claret  without  mixing  it 
with  a  little  sweet  Spanish  wine :"  he  found  out  the 
merchant  with  whom  I  deal,  by  the  treachery  of  my 
butler,  apd  sent  me  twelve  dozen  pints  of  tfai^  wine, 
for  which  he^paid  six  pounds.  But  what  can  I  say 
of  a  man,  wb<^  some  years  before  I  ever  saw  him> 
jWas  loading  me  every  season  with  salmons,  thatMin- 
feited  myself  a^  all  my  visitors ;  whereby  it  is  plain 
that  his  malice  reached  to  all  my  friends  as  well  as 
myself?  At  last,  to  complete  his  ill  designs,  he  must 
needs  force  his  niece  into  the  plot;  because  it  can  be 
proved  that,  you  are  his  prime  minister,  and  so  ready 
to  encourage  him  in  his  bad  proceedings  ;  that'ycm 
have  heen  his  partaker  and  second  in  mischief,  by 
aendii^gine  hajf  a  do^en  of  shirts,  although  I  never 
once  gaye  you  ^e  least  cause  of  displeasure.  And 
what  is  worse,  the  few  ladies  that  come  to  the  dean- 
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evy  assure  me,  they  sever  saiw  so  fine  lineo,  ^r  bM» 
Itr  worked  np,  or  more  exactly  fitted.     It  is  a  hap^ 
piness  they  were  not  stockingi,  for  tbeii  you  woold 
have  known  the  length  of  my  foot.  Upon  the  wh<>1e^ 
Madam,  I  must  deal  so  plainly  as  to  repeiat,  that  yoti 
are  more  cruel  even  than  your  utlole ;  to  such  a 
degree,  that  if  my  health  and  a  good  summer  oail 
put  it  in  my  power  to  travel  to  Summer-Seat,  I  must 
tak^  that  journey  on  purpose  to  expostulate  with  yott 
for  aH  the  unprovoked  injuries  you  have  done  me.   I 
have  setn  some  persons  who  live  in  your  neighbour- 
hood, from  whom  I  have  inquired  into  your  chanic- 
ter ;  but  I  foui^d  you  had  bribed  them  all,  by  nevet 
sending  them  any  such  dangerous  presents ;  for  they 
swore  to  me,  "  That  you  were  a  lady  adorned  with 
ail  periectaons,  such  as  virtue,  prudence,  wit,  humour, 
excellent  Conversation,  and  even  good  housewifery  ;*' 
whioh  last  is  seldom  the  talent  or  ladies  in  thii^  king* 
dom.    But  I  take  so  ill  your  manner  of  treating  me, 
^t  I  dull  not  believe  one  syllable  of  what  they  said, 
until  I  have  it  by  letter  tinder  your  own  hand.   Our 
tfommon  run  of  ladies  here  dare  not  read  before  a 
fiam>  and  much  less  dare  to  write,  for  fear  (as  their 
expresision  is)  of  being  exposed.    9o  that  when  I  see 
any  of  your  sex,  if  they  be  worth  mending,  I  beat 
them  all,  call  them  names,  until  th(^y  leave  off  their 
follies,  and  ask  pardon.     And  therefore,  because 
princes  are  said  to  hav^long  hands,  I  wish  I  were 
a  prince  with  hands  long  enough  to  beat  you  at 
this  distance,  for  all  your  faults,  particularly  your 
ill  treatment  of  me.     However,  I  will  conclu^  with 
charity.     May  you  never  give  me  cause  to  change, 
in  any  single  article,  the  opinion  and  id^a  I  have 
of  your  person  and  qualities!  may  you  ever  long 
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«iMiitue.the  flight  of  your  mucle,  sod  yowr  9e%h* 
bottPS  rouod,  wfai<)  d6serf€  your  good  wUI,  ftiid  <tf  all 
who  have  merit  enough  to  distinguish  you  ! 

I  MQi,  l^ith  great  respect  and  the  highest  esteem^ 
Madam, 

Your  most  obedient  and 

most  obliged  humble  servant, 
'  Jan.  9wiFT« 


FROM  THE  EARL  OF  ORRERY  TO 
MBS  WHITEWAY. 

Jhi^^  Street,  Watmiitsler^  Feb.  14^  \737*B. 
Madam, 
I  MUST  answer  a  letter  I  never  received.  The 
Dean  telln  m^  you  wrote  to  me ;  but  the  seas,  or  the 
poftmnst^fs,  are  in  possession  of  the  manuscript. 
Should  it  fall  into  CurlFs  hands,  it  may  come  into 
print,  and  then  I  mw(  m«w<Mr  it  in  print,  which  will 
give  me  a  happy  opportunity  of  letting  the  world 
know  how  tiiimh  I  am  yoor  admirer  and  servant. 

1  agree  entirely  with  the  person  who  writes  three 
or  four  paragraphs  in  the  Dean*s  letter.  Humour 
and  wit  are,  like  gold  and  silver,  in  great  plenty  in 
irerlaQd ;  nor  is  there  any  body  thlit  wants  either  but 
that  abominatble  D^an,  the  bane  of  all  learning,  seme, 
and  virtue.  I  wish  we  had  him  here  to  punish  hiqi 
for  his  varicHds  offences,  particularly  for  his  abhor- 
rence of  the  dear  dear  fashions  of  this  polity  agf  • 
Play,  Madam,  send  him^  and  you  will  hear  what  a 
iimple  figure  he  will  make  among  the  great  men  of 
our  island,  who  are  every  day  improving  themselves 
in  all  valuable  qualitien  and  noble  principles. 
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I  rejoice  to  hear  your  fair  daughter  is  in  healtb. 
I  am^  to  her  and  you,  a  most  obedient  humble  ser* 
yant. 

Orrery. 


FROM  CHEVALIER  RAMSAY, 

At  Pins,  Feb.  20, 1737-8. 

I  SEND  you  here  enclosed  the  bill  of  loading  for 
the  small  box  of  books  I  wrote  of  to  you  some 
time  ago.  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  you  received  them, 
much  more  to  know  if  the  perusal  pleased  you:  No 
man  having  a  higher  idea  of  your  talents,  genius, 
and  capacity,  than  he,  who  is,  with  great  respect, 
revjBrend  §ir, 

Your  most  humble  and 

most  obedient  servant, 

A«  Ramsay. 


FROM  MISS  RICHARDSON.  ♦ 

Summer-Seat,  February  23,  1737.8. 
Sir, 
I  WAS  favoured  some  time  ago  with  your  most 
obliging  letter,  wherein  you  are  pleased  to  say  so 
many  civil  things  to  me,  that  I  have  been  altogether 
at  a  loss  how  to  make  proper  ;acknowledgments  for 
the  honour  you  have  done  me.  The  commenda^ 
tions  you  are  so  good  as  to  bestow  upon  me,  would 

*  Afterward  Mrs  Pratt. 
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mailke  my  yanity  insufferable  to  my  neighbours,  if  I 
were  not  conscious  that  I  do  not  deserve  them;  and 
although  I  shall  ahvays  account  it  a  great  unhappi- 
ness  to  me  that  I  never  have  been  in  your  company, 
yet  this  advantage  I  have  from  it,  that  my  faults  are 
unknown  to  you.  If  I  have  any  thing  commendable 
about  me,  I  sincerely  own  myself  indebted  to  you 
for  it,  having  endeavoured  as  much  as  I  could  to 
model  myself  by  the  useful  instructions  that  are  to 
be  gathered  from  your  works ;  for  which  my  sex  in 
general  (although  I  believe  some  of  them  do  not 
think  so)  is  highly  obliged  to  you.  The  opinion 
you  are  pleased  to  entertain  of  me,  I  fancy  is  owing 
lo  my  uncle's  partiality,  who  has  frequently  been  so 
kind  as  to  take  pains  to  make  persons  unacquainted 
with  me  think  better  of  me  than  afterward  they 
found  I  deserved.  I  have  great  reason  to  complain 
<^his  treatment  in  this  particular;  but  in  all  others 
I  have  met  with  so  much  kindness  from  him,  that 
I  must  think  it  my  duty  to  lay  hold  of  every  oppor- 
tunity that  falls  in  my  way  to  oblige  l)im.  Sir,  you 
have  it  in  your  power  to  give  me  one,  by  making 
him  a  visit  at  Summer-Seat,  where  all  the  skill  I  have 
in  housekeeping  should  be  employed  to  have  every 
thing  in  that  manner  that  would  be  most  pleasing  to 
you,  which  I  know  is  the  most  agreeable  service  I 
eovld  do  for  him.  You  are  pleased  to  wish  in  your 
letter  that  you  had  hands  long  enough  to  beat  me. 
What  an  honour  and  happines  would  I  esteem  it,  to 
be  thought  worthy  of  your  correction?  But  I  fear 
you  would  find  my  faults  so  numerous,  that  you 
would  think  me  one  of  those  ladies  that  do  not  de- 
serve to  be  mended. 

Your  letter  would  have  given  me  the  greatest 
pleasure  of  any  thing  I  have  ever  met  with,  had  it 
not  been  for  the  complaints  you  mfike  of  your  health, 
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Wtlicb  give  me  9  mp^t  $;ensible  co^cerii,  w  tlKjg 
Ought  to  do  every  body  that  has  any  regard  for  this 
kingdom*  I  hope  tfee  good  weather  will  set  you 
right,  and  that  the  summer  will  induce  you  to  visit 
this  northern  part  of  the  world.  I  fear  I  have  by 
this  time  tired  out  your  pa.tience  with  female  imper- 
tinence, and  given  you  too  great  reason  to  change 
the  f&yourable  thoughts  you  did  me  the  honour  to 
entertain  of  me ;  I  will  forbear  to  be  longCMr  trouble- 
some to  you,  only  I  beg  leave  to  add  my  best  wishes 
for  ydur  good  health,  that  you  may  live  many  years 
to  be  a  blessing  to  mankind  in  general,  and  this 
couutry  in  particular.  I  am,  with  the  highest  esteem, 
and  greatest  respect,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and 


most  humble  servant^ 


Kath.  Richardsok. 


TO  MR  FAULKNER.    . 

Manch  8,  USTA 
Sir, 
Some  of  my  friends  wonder  very  mueh  at  your 
delaying  to  publish  that  treatise  of  Polite  Conver* 
sation,  &c.  when  you  sO  often  desired  that  I  should 
hasten  to  correct  the  several  copies  you  sent  nie  ; 
which^  as  ill  as  I  have  been,  and  am"  stilly  I  dis* 
patched  as  fast  as  I  got  them,  I  expect  you  would 
finish  it  immediately,  and  send  it  to  me ;  I  hope 
you  have  observed  all  the  corrections.  I  hear  you 
have  not  above  four  or  five  pages  remaining.  •  I  find 
people  think  you  are  too  negligent ;  and,  if  you  de- 
lay longer,  what  you  fear  may  come'  to  pass,  that 
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the  English  edition  may  come  over  before  you  have 
your  own  ready. 

I  am  your  humble  servant, 

JoN.  Swift. 


TO  MR  ALDERMAN  BARBER. 

Dablin,  March  9,  1737^ 

My  Dear  and  Constant  Friend, 
I  RECEIVED  yours  of  February  11th,  and  find, 
with  great  pleasure,  that  we  preserve  the  same  mu- 
tual affection  we  ever  professed,  as  well  as  the  same 
principles  in  church  and  state.  As  to  what  you 
hint,  as  if  I  were  not  cautious  enough  in  making 
recommendations,  you  know  I  have  conversed  too 
long  with  ministers  to  offend  upon  that  article, 
which  I  never  did  but  once,  and  that  when  I  was  a 
beginner.  You  may  remember  that,  on  Mr  Addi- 
son's desire,  I  applied  to  my  Lord  Treasurer  Ox- 
ford in  favour  of  Mr  Steele,  and  his  lordship  gave 
me  a  gentle  rebuke,  which  cured  me  for  ever ;  al- 
though I  got  many  employments  for  my  friends, 
where  no  objection  could  be  made,  yet  I  confess, 
that  Doctor  Delany,  the  most  eminent  preacher  we 
have,  is  a  very  unlucky  recommender ;  for  he  forced 
me  to  countenance  Pilkington ;  introduced  him  to 
me,  and  praised  the  wit,  virtue,  and  humour  of  him 
and  his  wife :  whereas  he  proved  the  falsest  rogue, 
and  she  the  most  profligate  whore  in  either  king- 
dom.^   She  was  taken  in  the  fact  by  her  own  hus- 


#  It  must  be  remembered  that  Barber,  during  his  mayoraliji 
bad  made  Pilkington  his  chaplain  upon  Swift's  recommendation. 
VOL.  XIX.  O 
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band :  he  is  now  suing  for  a  divorce,  and  will  not 
compass  it ;  she  is  suing  for  a  maintenance,  and  be 
has  none  to  give  her.     As  to  Mr  Richardson,  his 
father  was  a  gentleman,  and  his  eldest  brother  is  a 
dean.     Their  father  had  but  a  small  fortune  ;  your 
manager  was  the  younger  son ;  be  has  an  excellent 
understanding  in  business,  with  some  share  of  learn- 
ing ;  his  prudence  obliges  him  to  keep  fair  with  all 
parties,  which,  in  this  kingdom,  is  necessary  for  one 
ivho  has  to  deal  with  numbers,  as  the  business  of 
yoilr  society  requires.     It  is  his  interest  to  deal 
justly  with  your  corporation,  because  peJople  who 
envy  his  empl(^yment,  would  be  ready  enough  to 
complain ;  and  yet  although  he  has  a  good  estate, 
I  have  not  heard  him  taxed  with  any  unjust  means 
in  procuring  it.     Me  is  a  bachelor  like  you  and  me, 
and  lives  with  a  maiden  niece,  who  is  a  young  wo- 
man of  very  good  sense  and  discretion.     He  is  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  acts  as 
smoothly  there  as  he  does  in  the  country.     I  am 
so  long  upon  this,  because  I  believe  it  will  give  you 
a  true  notion  of  the  man ;  and  if  you  find,  by  iua 
management,  that  he  gives  you,  who  are  the  go* 
vernor,  any  cause  of  complaint,  let  me  know  the 
particulars,  which  I  will  farther  inquire  into.     I 
inust  next  say  something  of  Mr  Dunkin«   I  told  you 
he  was  a  man  of  genius,  and  the  best  poet  we  have^ 
and,  you  know,  that  is  a  trade  wherein  I  haYe 
meddled  too  much  for  my  quiet,  as  well  as  my  for- 
tune ;  but  1  find  it  generally  agreed  that  he  is  a 
thorough  churchman  in  all  regards.     His  aunt,  to 
whom  he  was  legal  heir,  bequeathed  her  whole 
estate  to  his  university,  only  leaving  him  an  allow;* 
ance  of  701.  per  annum,  to  support  him  till  he  was 
better  provided  for  ;  but  I  prevailed  on  the  provost- 
and  fellows  to  make  it  lOOl.  a^year.     Yesterday  I 
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sent  for  Mr  Dunkin,  and  catechised  him  strictly  on 
his   principles,  and  was   fully  satisfied  in    tnem 
by   himself,  as    I    was    before  by  many  of   his 
friends ;  therefore  I  insist  that  you  shall  think  of 
nobody  else,  much  less  of  Mr  Lloyd,  who  is  not  to 
be  compared  in  any  one  view.     Doctor  Squire  may 
linger  out  for  some  time,  as  consumptive  people 
happen  to  do,  but  is  past  hopes  of  recovery.     My 
dear  friend,  I  cannot  struggle  with  disorders  so  well 
as  you ;  for,  as  I  am  cdder,  my  deafness  is  very 
vexatious,  and  my  memory  almost  entirely  gone, 
except  what  I  retain  of  former  times  and  friends ; 
beside  frequent  returns  of  that  cruel  giddiness  which 
you  have  seen  me  under,  although  not  as  yet  with 
so  much  violence.  You,  God  be  praised,  keep  your 
memory  and  hearing,  and  your  health  is  much  bet- 
ter than  mine,  beside  the  assistance  of  much  *abler 
physicians.     If  you  know  Doctor  Mead,  pray  pre- 
sent him  with  my  most  humble  service  and  grate- 
ful acknowledgments  of  his  favours.     Dear  Mr  Al- 
derman, why  do  you  make  excuses  for  writing  long 
letters  ?  I  know  nobody  who  writes  better,  or  with 
more  spirit,  with  your  memory  as  entire  as  a  young 
man  of  wit  and  humour.     I  repeat  that  you  present 
my  most  humble  service  to  my  Lord  and  Lady  Ox- 
ford, and  my  old  friend  Mr  Lewis.     What  is  be- 
come of  Mr  Ford  ?  Is  he  alive  ?    I  never  hear  from 
him.     We  thank  your  good  city  for  the  present  it 
sent  us  of  a  brace  of  monsters,  called  blasters,  or 
blasphemers,  or  bacchanalians  (as   they  are  here 
call«i  in  print),  whereof  Worsdail  the  painter,  and 
one  Lints  (a  painter  too,  as  I  hear),  are  the  leaders. 
Pray  God  bless  you  my  dear  friend,  and  let  us  have 
a  correspondence  as  long  as  I  live.     I  am  ever. 
Most  dear  Sir, 

Your  constant  esteemer,  and 
most  obedient  humble  servant, 

JoN.  Swift. 
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I  have  five  old  small  silver  medals  of  CaBsar's,  very 
plain,  with  the  inscription  :  they  were  found  in 
an  old  churchyard.  Would  my  Lord  Oxforc| 
think  theqd  wprth  taking. 


FROM  MR  ALDERMAN  BARBER, 

London,  March  13,  1737.8. 

Most  Dear  and  Honoured  Friend, 
It  was  with  great  pleasure  I  received  yours  of  the 
9th  of  March,  with  the  state  of  your  health,  which 
was  the  more  agreeable,  as  it  contradicted  the  vari-r 
Qus  reports  we  had  of  you  ;  for  you  remember  that 
our  newspapers  take  the  privilege  of  killing  all  per- 
sons they  do  not  like  as  often  as  they  please.  I 
have  had  the  honour  to  be  decently  interred  about 
six  times  in  their  weekly  memoirs,  which  I  have  al- 
ways read  with  great  satisfaction. 

I  am  very  well  satisfied  with  your  character  of 
Mr  Dunkin,  and  desire  that  he  would  immediately 
draw  up  a  petition  in  form,  directed  to  the  gover- 
nor, &c.  which  petition  I  desire  ths^t  you  only 
would  underwrite,  with  your  recommendation,  and 
a  character  ot  him,  which  you  will  please  to  send 
to  me,  to  be  made  use  of  at  my  discretion.  He 
need  not  come  over,  but  inform  me,  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible, of  Dr  Squire's  death. 

I  have  made  your  compliments  to  Lord  and  Lady 
Oxford,  who  are  both  well,  and  rejoiced  to  hear  of 
your  health.  They  give  you  their  thanks  for  your 
remembrance,  and  are  your  faithful  friends* 
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His  lordship  is  very  well  pleased  with  your  pre- 
sent of  the  medals,  and  desires  you  would  send 
them  by  the  first  safe  hand  that  comes  over.  Is  it 
not  shocking  that  that  noble  lord,  who  has  no  vices 
(except  buying  manuscripts  and  curiosities  may  be 
called  so)  has  not  a  guinea  in  his  pocket,  ahd  is 
selling  a  great  part  of  his  estate  to  pay  his  debts? 
and  that  estate  of  his  prodilces  near  20,0001.  a-year. 
I  say  is  it  not  shocking !  But  indeed  most  of  our 
nobility  with  great  estates  are  in  the  same  way. 
My  Lord  Burlington  is  now  selling  in  one  article, 
9OOOI.  a-year  in  Ireland,  for  200,0001.  which  wont 
pay  his  debts. 

Dr  Mead  is  proud  of  your  compliments,*  and 
returns  his  thanks  and  service. 

Mr  Lewis  I  have  not  seen,  but  hear  he  is  pretty 
well. 

Mr  Ford,  I  am  told,  is  the  most  regular  man 
living ;  for  from  his  lodgings  to  the  Mall — to  the 
Cocoa — to  the  tavern— 'to  bed,  is  his  constant 
course. 

These  cold  winds  of  late  have  affected  me  ;  but 
as  the  warm  weather  is  coming  on,  I  hope  to  be 
better  than  I  am,  though,  I  thank  God,  I  am  now  in 
better  health  than  I  have  been  in  for  many  years. 
Among  the  other  blessings  I  enjoy,  I  am  of  a  cheer- 
ful disposition,  and  I  laugh,  and  am  laughed  at  in 
my  turn,  which  helps  off  the  tedious  hours. 

I  hope  the  spring  will  have  a  good  effect  upon 
you,  and  will  help  yoiir  hearing  and  other  infirmities, 
and  that  I  shall  have  the  pleasure  to  hear  so  from 
your  own  hand. 

You  will  please  to  observe  that  I  am  proud  of 
every  occasion  of  showing  my  gratitude  to  you,  Sir, 
to  whom  I  must  ever  own  the  greatest  obliga- 
tions. 

Pray  God  bless  you  and  preserve  you,  and  be- 
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Heve  me  always,  dear  Sir,  your  most  feithftil  and 
most  obedient  humble  servant, 

John  Barber. 


FROM  DR  KING  TO  MR  DEANE  SWIFT.  * 

St  Marjr  Hall,  Oxon,  March  16,  1737. 
Sir, 

I  DID  not  receive  your  letter  of  the  4th  till  yes- 
terday. It  was  sent  after  me  to  London,  and  from 
thence  returned  to  Oxford. 

I  am  much  concerned  that  I  cannot  see  you 
before  you  go  to  Ireland,  because  I  intended  to 
have  sent  by  you  a  packet  for  the  Dean.  It 
has  been  no  fault  of  mine  that  he  has  not  heard 
from  me.  I  have  written  two  letters  for  him 
(both  enclosed  to  Mrs  Whiteway)  since  I  receiv- 
ed the  manuscript  from  Lord  Orrery.  I  wrote 
again  to  Mrs  Whiteway,  when  I  was  last  week 
in  London,  to  acquaint  her,  that  I  would  write 
to  the  Dean  by  a  friend  of  mine,  who  is  going  for 
Ireland  in  a  few  days.  I  do  not  wonder  my  let- 
ters by  the  post  have  been  intercepted,  since  they 

wholly  related  to  the  publication  of- ,t  which, 

I  am  assured,  is  a  matter  by  no  means  agreeable  to 
some  of  our  great  men,  nor  indeed  to  some  of  the 
Dean's  particular  friends  in  London.     In  short,  I 


*  Then  at  Mon]noath.—.D.  S. 

f  Swifts  <<  History  of  the  four  last  years  of  the  Queen/'- 
D«  S« 
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I  have  been  obliged  to  defer  this  publicttioh  till  I 
can  have  the  Dean's  answer  to  satisfy  theobjecticms 
which  have  been  made  by  some  of  his  friends.  I 
had  likewise  4  particular  reason  of  my  own  tor  de* 
ferring  this  work  a  tew  months  which  I  have  ac» 
quainted  the  Dean  with. 

I  must  beg  the  favour  of  you  to  leave  behind  you 
the  copy  of  the  Toast,  at  least  to  show  it  to  nobody 
in  Ireland :  for  as  I  ^m  upon  the  point  of  accom<> 
modating  my  suit,  the  publication  of  the  book 
would  greatly  prejudice  my  affairs  at  this  juncture. 
But  this  is  a  caution  I  believe  I  needed  not  have 
given  you. 

Your  friends  in  the  Hall  are  all  well.  We  are 
now  very  full. 

Believe  me  tq  be,  Sir,  your  most  affectionate  and 
most  humble  servant, 

William  King. 

Notwithstanding  your  letter,  I  am  still  in  some 
hopes  of  seeing  you  before  you  go  for  Ireland. 


TO  MR  ALDERMAN  BARBER. 

Dablin^  March  31^  1738. 

My  DfiAR  Good  Old  Friend  in  the 

Best  and  Wobst  Times;  1 

Mb  Richardson  is  come  to  town,  and  stays  only 
£or  a  wind  to  take  shipping  for  Chester,  from  wheace 
he  will  hasten  to  atteiud  you  as  his  governor  in  Lofii^ 
dcm.  X  have  tokl*you  that  he  is  a  very  discreet, 
prudent  gentlemaDf  and  I  believe  your  society  caa 
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iiev^r  have  a  better  for  the  station  he  is  in.    I  shatt 
see  him  some  time  to-day  or  to-morrow  mornings 
and  shall  dewre,  with  all  his  modesty,  that  he  press 
you  to  write  me  a  long  letter,  if  your  health  will 
permit ;  which  I  believe  is  better  than  mine,  for  I 
have  a  constant  giddiness  in  ray  head,  and  what  is 
more  vexatious,  as  constant  a  deafness.     I  forget 
every  thing  but  old  friendship  and  old  opinions.     I 
did  desire  you,  that  you  would  at  youf  leisure  visit 
the  few  friends  I  have  left,  I  mean  those  of  them 
with  whom  you  have  any  acquaintance,  as  my  Lord 
and  Lady  Oxford,  my  Lord  Bathurst,  the  Countess  of 
Granville,  my  I-.ord  and  Lady  Carteret,  my  Lord 
Worsley,  my  dear  friend  Mr  Pope,  and  Mr  Lewis^ 
who  always  loved  both  you  and  me.     My  Lord 
Masham,  and  some  others,  have  quite  dropped  and 
forgot  me.     Is  Lord  Masham's  son  good  for  any 
thing  ?    I  did  never  like  his  disposition  or  educa- 
tion.    Have  you  quite  forgot  your  frequent  pro- 
mises of  coming  over  hither,  and  pass  a  summer  in 
attending  your  government  in  Derry  and  Colrane, 
as  well  as  your  visitation  at  the  deanery  ?  the  last 
must  be  for  half  the  months  of  your  stay.     Let  me 
know  what  is  become  of  my  Lord  Bolingbroke — 
how  and  where  he  lives,  and  whether  you  ever  ex- 
pect he  will  come  home.     Here  has  run  about  a  re- 
port, that  the  Duke  of  Ormond  has  an  intention^ 
and  some  countenance,  to  come  from  his  banish- 
ment, which  I  would  be  extremely  glad  to  find  con- 
firmed.   That  glorious  exile  has  suffered  more  for 
his  virtues,  than  ever  the  greatest  villain  did  from 
the  cruellest  tyrant.    I  desire  and  insist  that  Mr 
Dunkin  may  have  the  church  living  upon  Doctor 
Squire's  decease,  who  I  am  still  assured  cannot  long 
hdd  out,  and  I  take  it  for  granted  that  Mr  Rich- 
ardson will  have  no  objection  against  him.    God 
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preserve  and  bless  you  my  dear  friend,    I  am  ever, 
with  true  esteem  and  friendship, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Jon.  Swift. 


FROM  MR  POPE  TO  THE  EARL  OF 
ORRERY. 

April  2,  17S8. 

I  WHITE  by  the  same  post  that  I  received  your 
very  obliging  letter.  The  consideration  you  show 
toward  me,  in  the  just  apprehension  that  any  news 
of  the  Dean*s  condition  might  alarm  me,  is  most 
kind  and  generous.  The  very  last  post  I  writ  to  him 
a  long  letter,  little  suspecting  him  in  that  dangerous 
circumstance*  I  was  so  far  from  fearing  his  healthy 
that  I  was  proposing  schemes,  and  hoping  possibi- 
lities for  our  meeting  once  more  in  this  world.  I 
am  weary  of  it;  and  shall  have  one  reason  more, 
'  and  one  of  the  ^strongest  that  nature  can  give  me 
(even  when  she  is  shaking  my  weak  frame  to  pieces) 
to  be  willing  to  leave  this  world,  when  our  dear 
friend  is  on  the  edge  of  the  other.  ^  Yet  I  hope,  I 
would  fain  hope,  he  may  yet  hover  a  while  on  the 
brink  of  it  to  preserve  to  this  wretched  age  a  Irelic 
and  example  of  the  last. 
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FROM  MR  LEWIS.* 

London,  April  8,  1738. 

I  CAN  now  acquaint  you,  my  dear  Dean,  that  I 
have  at  last  had  the  pleasure  of  reading  your  His- 
tory, in  the  presence  of  Lord  O  d,  and  two  or 
three"  more,  who  think,  in  all  political  matters,  just 
as  you  do,  and  are  as  zealous  for  your  fame  and 
safety  as  any  persons  in  the  world.  That  part  of  it 
which  relates  to  the  negociations  of  peace,  whether 
at  London  or  at  Utrecht,  they  admire  exceedingly, 
and  declare  they  never  yet  saw  that,  or  any  other 
transaction^  drawn  up  with  so  much  perspicuity,  or 
in  a  style  so  entertaining  and  instructive  to  the  r^er 
in  every  respect ;  but  1  should  be  wanting  to  the 
sincerity  of  a  friend,  if  I  did  not  tell  you  plainly, 
that  it  was  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  company, 
a  great  deal  of  the  first  part  should  be  retrenched, 
and  many  things  altered. 

I  St  9  They  conceive  the  first  establishment  o£ 
the  South  Sea  Company  is  not  rightly  stated,  f 
for  no  part  of  the  debt  then  unprovided  for  was 
paid ;  however,  the  advantages  arising  to  the  pub- 
lic were  v^ry  coQsiderable  5  for,  instead  of  paying 
,  for  ail  provisions,  cent,  per  cent,  dearer  than  the 
conunon  market*price,  as  we  did  in  Lord  Godol- 
phin*s  times,  the  credit  of  the  public  was  imme- 


*  This  interesting  letter,  now  first  published,  points  ont  tlie 
reasons  why  the  History  of  the  last  four  yearbof  Queen  Anne 
did  not  appear  during  Swift's  life,  as  he  at  first  intended. 

+  See  the  History  of  the  four  last  years  of  the  Queen^  Vo- 
lume V«  p.  265, 
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diately  restored ;  and,  by  means  of  this  scheme,  put 
upon  as  good  a  footing  as  the  best  private  security. 

Sd,  Tbey  think  the  transactions  with  Mr  Buys 
might  have  been  represented  in  a  more  advantage- 
ous light,  and  oiore  to  the  honour  of  that  admini^ 
stration ;  and,  undoubtedly  they  would  have  beeo 
so  by  your  pen,  had  you  been  master  of  all  the 
fects.* 

3d^  The  D —  of  M— —'s  f  courage  not  Xo  be  call- 
ed in  question. 

4tthj  The  projected  design  of  an  assassination 
they  believe  true,  but  that  a  matter  of  so  high  a 
nature  ought  not  to  be  asserted  without  exhibiting 
the  proofs.  J 

5/A,  The  present  ministers,  who  are  the  rump  of 
those  whose  characters  you  have  painted,  shew  too 
plainly,  that  they  have  not  acted  upon  republican, 
or,  indeed,  any  other  principles  than  those  of  in- 
terest and  ambition. 

6thy  Now  I  have  mentioned  characters,  I  must 
tell  you  they  were  clearly  of  opinion,  that  if  those 
you  have  drawn  should  be  published  as  they  now 
stand,  nothing  could  save  the  author's  printer  and 
publishers  from  some  grievous  punishment.  As  we 
have  no  traces  of  liberty  now  left,  but  the  freedom 
of  the  press,  it  is  the  most  earnest  desire  of  your 
friends,  that  you  lypuld  strike  out  all  that  you  have 
said  on  that  subject. 

Thus,  my  dear  Dean,  I  have  laid  before  you,  in 
a  plain  manner,  the  sentiments  of  those  who  were 
1^ 

♦  See  Vol.  V.  p.  307. 

+  Something  disparaging  to  the  Duke  of  Marlborough's  per- 
sonal bravery  occurs  in  the  History,  p.  173. 

j:  Seethe  History,  p.  199,  where  Prince  Eugene  is  said  to 
have  meditated,  or  at  least  recommended  some  scheme  for  ^ism.- 
•iaatiDg  ilarley. 
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present  when  your  history  was  read;  if  I  have  mis* 
taken  in  any  thing,  I  ask  pardon  of  you  and  them* 

I  am  not  at  liberty  to  name  those  who  were  pre- 
sent, excepting  only  thei  E —  of  O  d,  who  has 
charged  me  to  return  you  his  thanks  for  what  you 
have  said  of  his  father. 

What  I  have  to  say  from  myself  is,  that  there 
were  persons  in  the  company  to  whose  judgment 
I  should  4)ay  entire  deference.  I  had  no  oppor- 
tunity of  paying  any  on  this  occasion,  for  I  con- 
curred in  the  same  opinion  with  them,  from  the 
bottom  of  my  heart,  and  therefore  conjure  you,  as 
you  value  your  own  fame  as  an  author,  and  the 
honour  of  those  who  were  actors  in  the  important 
affairs  that  make  the  subject  of  your  history,  and 
as  you  would  preserve  the  liberty  of  your  person, 
and  enjoyment  of  your  fortune,  you  will  not  suffer 
this  work  to  go  to  the  press,  without  making  some, 
or  all  the  amendments  proposed-  I  am,  my  dear 
Dean,  most  sincerely  and  affectionately  yours. 

E.  L. 

I  thank  you  for  your  kind  mention  of  me  in  your 
letter  to  Lord  Oxford. 

I  had  almost  forgot  to  tell  you,  you  have  mistaken 
the  case  of  the  D^  of  S  ,  which,  in  truth, 
was  this,  that  his  grace,  appearing  at  court,  in  the 
chamber  next  to  the  Council-chamber,  it  was  ap- 
prehended he  would  come  into  the  cabinet  coun- 
cil, and  therefore  the  intended  meeting  was  put 
off;  whereas  one  would  judge,  by  your  manner  of 
stating  it,  that  the  council  had  met,  and  adjourn- 
ed abruptly  upon  his  taking  his  place  there.  * 


*  See  page  183  of  the  History,  Vol.  V.   From  the  Tarioas  sug^ 
gestioDS  in  this  letter  producing  none  of  the  alterations  recoau 
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I  must  add,  that  if  you  would  so  far  yield  to  the 
opinion  of  your  friends,  as  to  publish  what  you 
have  writ  concerning  the  peace,  and  leave  out 
every  thing  that  savours  of  acrimony  and  resent- 
ment, it  would,  even  now,  be  of  great  service  to 
this  nation  in  general,  and  to  them  in  particular, 
jiothing  having  been  yet  published  on  the  peace 
of  Utrecht,  in  such  a  beautiful  and  strong  man* 
ner  ijts  you  have  done  it.  Once  more,  my  dear 
De9.n,  adieu,  let  me  hear  from  you. 


FROM  MR  MACAULAY.* 

April  13,  173S. 
Rev.  Sir, 
I  HAVE  received  your  letter  of  this  date,  and 
will  wait  upon  you  to-morrow  morning.  I  am  ex^- 
tremely  sorry  to  find  you  meet  with  any  thing  that 
affects  or  perplexes  you.  I  hope  I  shall  never  be 
guilty  of  such  black  ingratitude  as  to  admit  any 


mended,  it  may  be  concluded  that  Swift's  health  was  unequal  to 
the  task  of  reyising  his  historical  work«  The  letter  is  indorsed 
in  the.  Dean's  hand-writing,  ^^  Mr  Lewis  on  some  mistakes  in 
the  History  of  Four  last  Xears." 

*  Author  of  **  a  Treatise  on  Tillage,"  and  of  a  pamphlet  in 
&yoar  of  the  tithes  of  the  clergy,  called,  ^^  Property  inviolable.'* 
To  this  pamphlet  the  Dean  alludes  in  the  clause  of  his  will,  whero 
l?e  leaves  Mr  Macaulay  *^  the  gold  box  in  which  the  freedom  of 
Dublin  -was  presented  to  me,  as  a  testimony  of  the  esteem  and  love 
I  have  for  him,  on  account  of  his  great  learning,  fine  natural 
parts,  unafiected  piety  and  bcneTolence,  and  his  truly  honourabto 
zeal  in  defence  of  the  legal  rights  of  th^  clergy,  in  opposition  tp  all 
tfieir  unprovoked  oppression." 


Digitized  by 


Google 


f  2!3i  EPISTOLARY  COBEBSPOKDBNCB* 

i^iportunity  of  doing  you  every  good  office  in  my 
powcn 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  esteem  and  gratitude, 
Rev-  Sir,  your  most  obliged  and  most  obedient  ser- 
vant, Alexandbb  M^Aulay, 


BR  KING  TO  MR  DEANE  SWIFT. 

St  Mary  Hill,  Oxon,  April  25,  1738. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  HAVE  just  received  your  letter  by  Mr  Birt,  for 
which  I  thank  you.  It  is  now  more  than  a  month 
since  I  wrote  to  Mrs  Whiteway,  to  acquaint  the 
Dean  with  the  difficulties  I  met  fwith  in  regard  to 
the  publication  of  his  history,  and  to  desire  his  ad^ 
vice  and  directions  in  what  manner  I  should  pro-r 
ceed.  I  have  not  yet  had  any  answer;  and  tilll 
receive  one,  I  can  do  nothing  more.  I  may  probably 
hear  from  Ireland  before  you  leave  Monmouth  j 
in  which  case  I  may  trouble  you  with  a  packet. 

I  am  pretty  much  of  your  opinion  about  the  old 
poets,  and  perhaps  may  confirm  you  in  your  whim-? 
sies  (as  you  call  them)  when  I  have  the  pleasure  of 
seeing  you  here  again.  I  heartily  wish  you  a  good 
journey  and  voyage:  but  methinks  I  can  hardly  ex- 
cuse you  for  having  been  so  long  absent  from  us.  I 
wish  you  had  returned  to  this  place,  though  for  one 
week ;  because  I  might  have  talked  over  with  you 
all  the  affair  of  the  history,  about  which  I  have  been 
ihuch  condemned :  and  no  wonder,  since  the  Dean 
has  cpntinually  expressed  his  dissatisfaction  that  I 
have  so  long  delayed  the  publication  of  it.  How- 
ever, I  have  been  in  no  fault:  on  the  contrary,  I 
have  consulted  the  Dean's  honour,  and  the  safety  of 
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his  person.  In  a  word,  the  puhlication  of  this  work^ 
as  excellent  as  it  is,  would  involve  the  printer,  pu« 
blisher,  author,  and  every  one  concerned,  in  the 
greatest  difficulties,  if  not  in  a  certain  ruin ;  and  there- 
fore  it  will  be  absolutdy  necessary  to  omit  some  (d 
the  characters. 

I  thank  you  for  the  promise  you  make  me  con- 
cerning The  Toast. 

Your  friends  here  are  all  well.     Believe  me,  dear 
Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

William  Kino. 


FROM  MISS  RICHARDSON  TO  MRS 
WHITEWAY. 

Beltarbet,  May  6, 1758* 
Dear  Madam, 

I  RECEiYED  the  favour  of  your  letter  last  post.  I 
was  deprived  of  having  that  pleasure  sooner  by  re- 
moving from  Summer-seat  to  this  place,  the  begin- 
ning of  last  month,  where  I  was  sent  for  by  my  fa- 
ther,  to  attend  him  in  a  fit  of  the  gout,  of  which 
he  has  been  very  ill  these  three  months  past.  My 
sister,  who  takes  care  of  him  and  his  family,  being 
near  the  time  of  her  lying-in,  I  trouble  you  with  this 
account,  that  you  may  know  how  I  am  engaged 
at  present,  which  I  fesu*  will  prevent  me  having  an 
opportunity  of  waiting  upon  you  before  my  uncle 
returns. 

I  most  humbly  thank  you  for  your  kind  invitation^ 
and  do  heartily  wish  it  were  any  way  in  my  power 
to  let  you  know  the  grateful  sense  I  have  of  my 
obligatiohs  to  you.  I  hope  the  Dean  of  St  Patriclrs 
is  very  well :  it  would  have  given  me  infinite  ple^- 
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sure  to  have  had  the  honour  of  being  in  his  com-' 
pany  with  you. 

When  I  parted  with  my  uncle,  he  proposed  to 
inake  but  a  short  stay  in  England  at  this  time ;  and 
at  his  return,  he  intended  to  leave  nothing  undone 
that  he  could  think  of,  to  prevail  with  the  Dean  and 
you  to  spend  some  time  at  his  house  this  summer.  I* 
hope  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  give  htm  all  the  as- 
sistance you  can,  to  persuade  the  Dean  to  take  that 
jaunt :  I  really  believe  it  would  do  him  great  ser- 
vice as  to  his  health :  I  please  myself  greatly  with 
the  thoughts  of  having  you  there,  and  your  daugh- 
ter, whom  I  believe  to  be  a  very  accomplished 
young  lady,  having  had  the  happiness  to  be  educat- 
ed under  your  direction.  I  beg  you  will  make  my 
compliments  to  her ;  and  be  assured  that  I  am,  with 
great  respect.  Madam,  your  most  obedient  and  most 
humble  servapt, 

Kath.  Richardson* 


TO  MISS  HAMILTON*  OF  CALEDON. 

Deanery-House)  Dublin,  June  8,  1738. 
Madam, 
Some  days  ago,  my  Lord  Orrery  had  the  assurance 
to  show  me  a  letter  of  yours  to  him,  where  you  did 


*  Miss  Hamilton  of  Caledon  in  the  county  of  Tyrone,  a  great 
Iieiress  in  her  own  right,  with  every  virtue  and  accomplishment  to 
adorn  her  sex.^— F«  So  far  Mr  Faulkner,  who,  perhaps,  bought 
fbat  the  second  part  of  Miss  Hamilton's  character  was  a  neces. 
9ary  consequepce  of  the  first.  She  married  Lord  Qriery  shortly 
afterwards. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


EPISTOLARY  COBRSSPONDBNCK.  9M 

me  the  honour  to  say  many  things  in  my  favour;  I 
reail  the  letter  with  great  delight;  but  at  the  same 
time  I  reproached  his  lordship  for  his  presumption, 
in  pretending  to  take  a  lady  from  me,  who  had  made 
so  many  advances,  and  confe^^  herself  to  be  no* 
body's  goddess  but  mine.  However,  he  had  the 
boldness  to  assure  me,  that  he  had  your  consent  to 
take  him  for  a  husband.  I  therefore  command  you 
never  to  accept  him,  without  my  leave,  under  my 
own  hand  and  seal.  And  as  I  do  not  know  any 
lady  in  this  kingdom  of  so  gOod  sense,  or  so  many 
accomplishments,  I  have  at  last,  with  a  heavy  heart, 
permitted  him  to  make  himself  the  happiest  man  in 
the  world ;  for  I  know  no  fault  in  him,  except  his 
treacherous  dealing  with  me. 

Pray  God  make  you  happy  in  yourselves,  and 
each  other;  and  believe  me  to  be,  with  the  truest 
esteem  and  respect. 

Madam, 
Your  most  obedient  and  obliged  servant, 

Jon.  Swift. 

I  have  neither  mourning  paper  nor  gilt  at  this  time; 
and  if  I  had,  I  could  not  tell  which  I  ought  to 
choose. 


FROM  THE  EARL  OF  ORRERY. 

Jane  13, 1738. 
Dear  Sir, 
I  AM  engaged  to-morrow  at  dinner;  but  I  will 
try  to  put  it  off,  and  send  you  word  in  the  morning, 
whether  I  can  meet  Mrs  Whiteway  or  not.    To 

VOL.  XIX.  p 
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show  you  what  a  generous  rival  I  am  (now  I  am  sure 
of  the  lady)  I  should  be  glad  to  carry  down  a  letter 
from  you  to  my  mistress  on  Friday.  She  never 
drinks  any  wine :  but  she  told  me  the  other  day,  to 
do  you  good,  she  would  drink  a  bottle.  I  wish  you 
would  insist  on  it,  that  I  might  see  whether  wine 
would  alter  the  sweetness  of  her  temper,  for  I  am 
sure  nothing  else  can. 

I  rejoice  to  find  there  is  some  little  amendment  in 
your  health,  and  I  pray  God  to  increase  it. 


FROM  THE  SAME. 

June  29,  17SS. 
Dear  Sir, 
I  HAVE  but  this  paper  left,  and  how  can  I  em- 
ploy it  better  than  in  triumphing  over  my  rival. 
Mea  est  Lavinia  conjux.  To-morrow  Miss  Hamil- 
ton gives  me  her  heart  and  hand  for  ever.  Do  I 
live  to  see  the  day  when  toupets,  coxcomical  lords, 
powdered  squires,  and  awkward  beaux,  join  with 
the  Dean  of  St  Patrick's  in  loss  of  one  and  the  same 
object?  My  happiness  is  too  great,  and  in  pity  to 
you  I  will  add  no  more  than  that  I  hope  to  see  grief 
for  this  loss  strongly  wrote  in  your  face  even  twenty 
years  hence.    Adieu,  your  generous  rival. 

Orrery. 
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FROM  MR  ALDERMAN  BARBER. 

London,  July  2,  1738. 

Most  Honoured  and  Worthy  Sir, 
I  HAVE  deferred  answering  the  favours  of  yours 
ef  the  9th  and  31st  of  March,  in  hopes  to  have 
something  to  entertain  you  with,  and  I  have  suc- 
ceeded in  my  wishes;  for  I  am  sure  I  give  you  great 
pleasure  [when  I  tell  you  the  enclosed  I  received 
from  the  hands  of  my  Lord  Bolingbroke  and  Mr 
Pope,  your  dearest  friends.  My  lord  has  been  here 
a  few  days,  and  is  come  to  sell  Dawley,  to  pay  his 
debts;  and  he  will  return  to  France,  where,  I  am 
told,  he  is  writing  the  History  of  his  own  Times; 
which  1  heartily  rejoice  at,  (though  I  am  not  likely 
to  live  to  see  it  published)  because  so  able  a  hand 
can  do  nothing  but  what  must  be  instructive  and 
entertaining  to  the  next  generation.  His  lordship 
is  fat  and  fair,  in  high  spirits;  but  joins  with  you, 
and  all  good  men,  to  lament  our  present  unhappy 
situation.  Mr  Pope  has  a  cold,  and  complains,  but 
he  is  very  well ;  so  well,  that  he  throws  out  a  twelve- 
penny  touch  in  a  week  or,  ten  days,  with  as  much 
ease  as  a  friend  of  ours  formerly  used  to  toast  the 
enemies  of  their  country. 

The  report  of  the  Duke  of  Ormond's  return  is 
without  foundation.  His  grace  is  very  well  in  health 
and  lives  in  a  very  handsome  manner,  and  has  Mr 
JKelly  with  him  as  his  chaplain^  the  gentleman  who 
escaped  out  of  the  Tower.  A  worthy  friend  of  yours 
and  mine  passed  through  Avignon  about  a  month 
since,  and  dined  with  his  grace,  from  whom  I  have 
ivhat  I  tell  you. 
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I  hear  nothing  of  Dr  Squire's  departure :  I  be- 
lieve I  may  say  that  matter  is  secured  for  Mr  Dun- 
kin. 

1  have  seen  Lord  and  Lady  Oxford,  who  make 
you  their  compHments.  He  thanks  you  for  your 
medals.  I  believe  I  told  you  he  is  selHng  Wimple, 
to  pay  off  a  debt  of  100,0001.  That  a  man  without 
any  vice,  should  run  out  such  a  sum,  is  monstrous. 
It  iriust  be  owing  to  the  roguery  of  his  stewards, 
and  his  indolency,  which  is  vice  enough. 

Lord  Bathurst  is  heartily  yours;  so  is  Mr  Lewis, 
who  wears  apace,  and  the  more  (would  you  believe 
it  ?)  sincfe  the  loss  of  his  wife. 

I  do  not  see   Lord in  an  age;  his  son  is 

married,  and  proves  bad  enough ;  ill-natured  aad 
proud,  and  very  little  in  him.  Our  friend  Ford 
lives  in  the  same  way,  as  constant  as  the  sun, 
from  the  Cocoa  tree  to  tHe  park,  to  the  tavern,  to 
bed,  &c. 

So  far  in  the  historical  way,  to  obey  your  seve- 
ral commands.  You  will  now  give  me  leave  to 
hope  this  will  find  you  free  from  all  your  complaints, 
and  that  I  shall  have  the  great  pleasure  of  seeing 
it  very  quickly  under  your  own  hand.  I  thank  God, 
I  am  better  than  I  have  been  many  years,  but  yet 
have  many  complaints;  for  my  asthma  sticks  dose 
by  me,  but  less  gout  than  formerly,  so  that  though  I 
cannot  walk  far  I  ride  daily,  and  eat  and  drink 
heartily  at  noon ;  and  impute  my  being  so  much 
better  to  my  drinking  constantly  the  asses'  milk» 
which  is  the  best  specific  we  have,  t  wish  to  Grod 
you  would  try  it,  I  .am  sure  it  would  do  you  much 
good.  I  take  it  betimes  in  the  morning,  which  cer- 
tainly gives  me  a  little  sleep,  and  often  a  small  breath- 
ing  or  sweat. 

If  Mr  Richardson  has  not  made  you  his  acknow- 
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ledgments  for  your  great  favour  and  friendship  to 
him,  he  is  much  to  blame ;  for  to  you  he  owes  the 
continuance  of  his  employment.  An  alderman  of 
Derry  came  from  thence  on  purpose  to  attach  him, 
and  he  had  many^  articles  of  impeachment ;  and  I 
believe  he  had  twenty  out  of  twenty-four  of  our 
society  against  him  :  and  the  cry  has  beeii  against 
him  for  two  or  three  years  past,  and  I  had  no  way 
to  save  him  many  times,  Imt  only  by  saying,  that 
while  I  had  the  honour  to  preside  in  that  chair,  I 
would  preserve  the  great  privilege  every  English- 
man had,  of  being  heard  before  he  was  condemned ; 
and  I  never  put  any  question  against  him  while  he 
was  in  Ireland.  Well,  he  came,  and  after  a  long 
and  tedious  hearing  of  both  sides,  the  society  were 
of  opinion,  that  he  had  acted  Justly  and  honourably 
in  his  office* 

I  do  not  deal  in  politics ;  I  have  left  them  off  a 
long  while,  only  we  talk  much  of  war,  which  I  do 
not  believe  a  word  on.  A  fair  lady  in  Germany* 
has  put  the  king  in  a  good  humour  they  say. 

I  shall  trouble  you  no  more  at  present,  but  to  as- 
sure you  I  never  think  of  you  but  with  the  utmost 
pleasure,  and<lrink  your  health  daily,  and  heartily 
pray  for  your  long,  long  life,  as  you  are  an  honour 
to  your  country,  and  will  be  the  glory  of  the  pre- 
sent and  succeeding  ages. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  most  affectionate  humble 
secvant, 

J.  Barbee. 


*  Apielia  Sophia  von  Walmoden,  Countess  of  Yarmouth.— H. 
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TO  MR  FAULKNER. 

Thursday,  July  IS,  173S. 

Sir, 
T  Desire  you  ^\\l  print  the  following  paper,  in 
what  manner  you  think  most  proper.  You  see  my 
design  in  it:  I  believe  no  man  had  ever  more  diffi- 
culty, or  less  encouragement,  to  bestow  his  whole 
fortune  for  a  charitable  use. 

I  am' your  humble  servant, 

JoN.  Swift. 

It  is  known  enough,  that  the  above-named  doc- 
tor has,  by  his  last  will  and  testament,  bequeathed 
his  whole  fortune  (except  some  legacies)  to  build 
and  endow  an  hospital,  in  ol  near  ttiis  city,  for  the 
^support  of  lunatics,  ideots,  and  those  they  call  in- 
cyrables:  But  the  difficulty  he  lies  under  is,  that  his 
whole  fortune  consists  in  mortgages  on  lands,  and 
other  the  like  securities;  for,  as  to  purchasing  a  real 
estate  in  lands,  for  want  of  active  friends,  he  finds 
it  impossible ;  so  that,  much  against  his  will,  if  he 
should  call  in  all  his  money  lent,  he  knows  not 
where  to  find  a  convenient  estate  in  a  tolerable  part 
of  the  kingdom,  which  can  be  bought ;  and  in  the 
^ean  time,  his  whole  fortune  must  lie  dead  in  the 
hands  of  bankers.  The  great  misfortune  is,  that 
there  seems  not  so  much  public  virtue  lefl  among 
us,  as  to  have  any  regard  for  a  charitable  design ; 
because  none  but  the  aforesaid  unfortunate  objects 
of  charity  will  be  the  better  for  it :  However,  the 
said  doctor,  by  calling  in  the  several  sums  he  has 
lent,  can  be  able,  with  some  difficulty,  to  purchase 
three  hundred  pounds  per  annum  in  lands  for  the 
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endowment  of  the  said  hospital,  if  those  lands  could 
be  now  purchased ;  otherwise  he  must  leave  it,  as  he 
has  done  in  his  will,  to  the  care  of  his  executors, 
who  are  very  honest,  wise,  and  considerable  gentle- 
men, his  friends;  and  yet  he  has  known  some  of  very 
fair  and  deserved  credit,  prove  very  negligent  trus- 
tees. The  doctor  is  now  able  to  lend  tiyo  thousand 
pounds,  bX  five  per  cent,  upon  good  security ;  of 
which  the  principal,  after  his  decease,  is  to  be  dis- 
posed of,  by  his  executors^  in  buying  lands  for  the 
farther  endowment  of  the  said  hospital. 


[In  this  place,  a*  referring  to  the  Dean's  anxiety  to  pnrclmse 
land,  and  to  the  difficulties  which  occurred  to  prevent  him  from 
carrying  his  intentions  into  execution,  the  editor  inserts  the 
following  four  letters,  addressed  on  the  subject  to  Mr  Ger» 
rard  of  Gibstown,  near  Navan,  in  the  county  of  Meath.  This 
correspondence,  transcribed  from  the  original  letters,  in  the 
possession  of  the  Qerrard  family,  by  my  friend  Mr  Harts, 
tongue,  did  not  reach  me  in  time  to  be  inserted  according  to 
the  dates.] 


TO  MR  SAMUEL  GERRARD, 

AT  GIBSTOWN,  NEAR  NAVAN,  COUNTY  OF  MEATH. 

Dutjjin,  April  7,  1733. 
Sib,  ^   . 

I  HEARTILY  thank  you  for  you  kind  remembrance 
of  me  in  relation  to  a  purchase.  But  there  is  one 
Mr  Swift,  a  relation  of  mine,  whose  estate  is  engag- 
ed to  me  for  SOOOU    and  with  whom  I  am  at  last 
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come  to  a  bargain  to  purchase  1501.  per  annum,  for 
which  I  must,  I  fear,  borrow  some  money ;  and, 
indei&d,  as  to  your  proposal,  I  should  neyer  agree  to 
it,  from  a  maxim  that  is  not  much  thought  of.  I 
intend  to  leave  my  whole  fortune  to  a  public  use : 
in  which  case,  I  take  perpetuities  to  be  the  most 
pernicious,  because  you  are  bound  for  ever  to  a 
certain  denomination  of  money,  which  is  of  so  un- 
certain a  value  in  all  times;  occasioned  by  the  in- 
crease of  silver  and  gold,  and  consequently  the  de- 
crease of  both  in  value.  By  not  observing  this 
caution,  most  corporations  have  extremely  suffered 
by  granting  perpetuities.  And  so  the  value  of 
money  must  decrease  in  Ireland,  let  us  grow  ever 
so  poor ;  for  we  must  value  money  by  the  standard 
of  Europe,  and  not  by  our  own  scarcity.  I  have 
formerly  considered  this  matter,  and  printed  my 
thoughts  of  it ;  yet  I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for 
your  good  intentions.     J  am. 

With  great  truth.  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  Swift. 

I  go  down  on  Monday  to  Castle  ****,*,  within 
four  miles  of  Trim,  to  see  the  land  surveyed,  and 
shall  return  on  Thursday  following.  The  land 
belongs  to  one  Deane  Swift,  Esq.  a  relation  of  mine. 
I  pay  7s.  6d.  an  acre,  which  1  believe  is  too  dear, 
but  1  am  content  to  pay  somewhat  too  much  out 
of  pity  to  the  difficulties  he  is  under.  I  had  what 
advice  I  could  get  from  Mr  Lightbum  of  Trim, 
and  my  proctor  at  Laracor,  who  said  it  might  be 


*  The  ink  had  here  so  disappeared  from  the  paper^  that  the 
name  of  the  place  could  not  be  ascertained. 
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worth  78*  per  acre  ronud;  in  that  case  I  pay  but 
lOL  per  annum  too  much.  But  I  wish  1  may 
not  pay  too  much  by  a  shilling,  which,  in  40O 
acres,  will  make  a  difference  of  4001.  at  SO  years 
purchase. 
I  wish  you  had  been  my  adviser. 


TO  THE  SAME, 

▲T  GIBSTOWN,  TO  BE  LEFT  AT  THE  POST-HOUSfi  IK 

NAVAN. 

Dublin,  Feb,  6,  1734.5. 

Sir, 
I  AM  very  much  obliged  by  your  kind  endea* 
vours  to  help  me  to  a  purchase  of  lands,  for  indeed 
I  am  the  most  helpless  man  alive  in  such  aiiiairs. 
My  manner  of  life  hath  quite  estranged  me,  not 
knowing  how  to  deal  with  the  cunning  of  mankind; 
and  my  health  is  so  very  uncertain,  that  I  dare  not 
venture  ten  miles  from  town.  I  find  that  Mr  Gar- 
stin  values  his  land  at  10s.  an  acre,  and  yet  expects 
to  sell  it  at  24  years  purchase.  And  what  friend 
have  I  who  is  able  and  willing  to  make  the  bargain, 
smd  inquire  into  the  title,  and  forty  other  circum- 
stances. All  I  am  worth,  except  about  15001.  is 
out  in  mortgages;  and  I  cannot  command  a  penny 
of  it,  nor  get  any  interest.  And  the  15001.  I  have 
at  the  bankers,  I  am  about  lending  to  another  per- 
son on  a  mortgage.,  Yet  if  I  could  be  tolerably 
used  for  the  land  you  mention,  I  would  borrow  as 
much  as  would  make  it  20001.  ]But  I  look  on  you 
as  top  honest  to  understand  the  arts  of  purchasers  or 
sellers.     The  neighbouring  squires,  if  they  have 
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money,  are  only  proper  for  such  jobs,  and  if  they 
have  none,  will  all  join  to  cheat  a  stranger :  I  have 
long  wished  that  some  skilful  man  would  take  me 
into  guardianship. 

If  I  had  Mr  Garstin's  land  at  20  years  purchase,  I 
would  sink  the  rent  to  3s.  an  acre,  and  rather  have 
801.  per  annum,  well  paid,  than  lOOl.  upon  the  rack, 
and  sol  should  pay  24  years  purchase.  Your  justice 
and  good-will  I  entirely  rely  on ;  and  if  you  had  a 
skilful  notable  friend,  upon  whom  you  could  equally 
rely,  something  might  be  done.  Mr  Swift's  land 
you  thought  not  worth  6s.  per  acre ;  this  of  Mr 
Garstin's,  farther  from  Dublin,  is  valued  at  ten,  and 
24  years  purchase,  and  the  title  unknown  to  me. 
If  the  pri<<e  could  be  fixed,  it  would  be  no  difficul- 
ty to  consult  lawyers  upon  the  title.  My  head  is 
ill,  and  you  may  perceive  it  by  my  way  of  writings 
and  please  to  excuse  it. 

I  am,  with  true  esteem. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  Swift. 


TO  THE  SAME, 

TO    BE  LEFT  AT  THE  POST-HOUSE  AT  NAVAN,  COUNTY 
OF  MEATH. 

Sir, 
As  I  always  conceived  a  very  good  opinion  of 
your  honour  and  justice,  as  well  as  jour  good  sense, 
I  am  more  inclined  to  rely  upon  them  all,  than  our 
time  of  acquaintance  usually  produceth.  What  I 
want  is  not  to  be  dealt  favourably  with,^  but  to  be 
safe :  I  suppose  Mr  Garstin  will  (enter  into  all  mea- 
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sures  to  make  his  title  appear  good  to  my  lawyers, 
and  then  I  will  readily  agree  to  buy  his  land  at  the 
price  you  advise  me ;  but  if  I  set  to  cani  with  Al- 
derman Quail,  he  is  too  cunning  a  man  for  me  to 
contend  with ;  and  if  Mr  Garstin  were  my  brother, 
should  not  advise  him  to  de^  with  such  a  brangling 
man,  to  say  no  worse  of  him.  However,  Mr  Gar- 
stin's  business  is  to  sell  as  dear  as  he  can  ;  and  the 
money,  wheresoever  it  comes,  is  the  same  thing  to 
him.  I  must  borrow  5  or  6001.  to  make  up  the  sum, 
which  I  believe  I  can  do.  I  am  afraid,  if  the  bu- 
siness goes  on,  I  shall  desire  you  to  come  to  town 
with  Mr  Garstin,  for  I  neither  can,  nor  will  do  any 
thing  without  you,  who  are  as  necessary  as  my 
lawyer.  Please  to  answer  this  letter ;  and  believe 
me  to  be. 

Your  most  obedient,  &c. 

J.  Swift. 
Feb.  11,  1734.5. 

I  must  tell  you  in  confidence,  that  Mr  Garstin's 
conduct  has  been  much  censured.  ^  He  is  said  to 
have  been  a  very  ill  tenant;  he  never  paid  his 
rents,  but  till  he  ran  to  an  ejectment,  and  hath  by 
extravagance  put  himself  under  a  necessity  of 
selling  this  estate.  This  I  have  been  assured  of 
from  some  of  his  neighbours,  who  have  no  design 
to  purchase  his  lands.  The  characters  of  men 
are  of  great  importance  to  be  known  on  these  oc- 
casions. 
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TO  THE  SAME, 

AT  GIBSTOWN,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  MEATH,  NEAR 
NAVAN. 

Feb.  20,  1734. 

pardons  for  the  trouble  I  have 
tin  lies  under  so  ill  a  charac- 
l  not  to  deal  with  him.  And, 
,  difficulty  in  purchasing  land, 
leddle  with  it,  but  leave  that 
)rs.  I  find  the  neighbouring 
gentlemen,  whose  land  is  to  be  sold,  are  continually 
watching  like  crows  over  a  dead  horse ;  and  we  at  a 
distance  know  not  how  to  deal  among  them.  I  have 
been  near  20  years  endeavouring  to  be  a  purchaser, 
and  have  always  been  baulked,  or  tried  to  be  cheat- 
ed. I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  your  endeavours, 
and  have  not  a  better  opinion  of  any  other  man's  or 
gentleman's  honesty.  I  have  lately  disposed  of  all 
my  money,  no  less  than  1 5001.,  at  interest,  at 
L  5,  6s.  8d.  interest  per  hundred,  which  will  yield 
me  801.  per  annum.  It  is  to  the  son-in-law  of  a 
friend,  who  hath  a  good  fortune,  and  I  think  it 
safe.  I  hope  I  shall  soon  see  you  in  town :  you 
slipt  out  of  my  hands  last  time  j  but  I  expect  you  to 
be  my  sojourner  whenever  you  come,  when  I  will 
tell  you  the  whole  scheme  of  an  hospital  for  luna- 
tics and  ideots,  a  charity  I  find  it  the  hardest 
point  to  settle  well.  I  will  never  leave  any  thing  to 
any  other  use ;  I  will  leave  the  whole  to  God's  pro- 
vidence how  it  will  be  disposed  of,  who  will  forgive 
me  if  my  good  intentions  miscarry. 

I  am.  Sir,  with  great  esteem  and  truth.  Sir,  your 
most  obedient  humble  servant, 

JoN.  Swift. 
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FROM  MR  RICHARDSON. 

Th£R£  are  but  very  few  things  would  give  me 
a  greater  concern  than  the  Dean  of  St  Patrick's  be- 
coming indifferent  toward  me  ;  and  yet  I  fear  one  of 
those  few  things  is  the  cause  I  have  not  had  a  line 
from  you  since  I  came  hither.  I  beseech  you  ease 
me  oi  my  present  pain,  by  telling  me  that  you  are 
well ;  that  summer,  which  hath  but  lately  reached 
us  here,  hath  invited  you,  and  tempted  you  to  ride 
again. 

If  any  thing  occurs  to  you  I  can  do,  that  is  agree- 
able to  you,  if  you  have  the  least  inclination  to 
oblige  me,  let  me  know  of  it. 

My  hurry  here  is  almost  over ;  but  one  affair  or 
other  will  detain  me  till  the  latter  end  of  October,  if 
I  get  away  then.  I  cannot  say  I  pass  my  time  dis- 
agreeably. I  have  had  some  opportunities  of  doing 
good  oflSces  ;  and,  when  I  am  not  engaged  by  busi- 
ness, I  live  with  a  few  friends  that  I  love,  and  love 
me,  and,  for  the  most  part,  go  every  week  with  one 
of  them  to  the  country  for  two  or  three  days. 

Your  friend  Bolingbroke  is  well,  and  at  present 
with  Mr  Pope.  I  am  told  he  has  sold  Dawiey, 
Alderman  Barber,  who  has  promised  me  to  write 
to  you  by  the  next  post,  tells  me  his  lordship  in- 
quired much  about  you  and  your  health.  The  alder- 
man plays  his  cards  so  as  that  his  credit  in  the  city 
daily  increases.  There  is  nothing  but  the  vacancy 
wanted  to  put  Mr  Dunkin  in  possession  of  the  pa- 
rish of  Colrane. 

I  hear  you  have  seen  Pope's  "  First  Dialogue, 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


238  EPISTOLABY  CORRESPONDBNCB. 

1738/'  Have  you  seen  his  "  Universal  Prayer  ?^' 
This  "  Second  Dialogue/'  together  with  the  <:opy  qf 
the  inscription  intended  by  the  old  Duchess  of 
Marlborough  for  a  statue  she  is  to  erect  of  Queen 
Anne,  and  a  few  lines  attributed  to  Lord  Chester- 
field, on  another  subject,  wait  on  you  enclosed. 

Believe  that  I  love  as  much  as  I  admire  you  ; 
and  that  I  am,  with  the  most  perfect  respect,  dear 
Sir,  your  most  obliged  and  most  truly  faithful  ser- 
vant^ 

William  Richardson. 

This  packet  goes  franked  by  the  secretary  of  the 
foreign  office,  who  can  frank  any  weight. 

I  expect  the  prime  serjeant*  here  this  night  in  his 
way  to  France. 


LORD  GOWER  TO   A  FRIEND  OF  DEAN 
SWIFT. 

Trentham,  Aug.  1,  I73S. 
Sir, 
Mr  Samuel  Johnson,  (author  of  London,  a  Sa- 
tire, and  some  other  poetical  pieces)  is  a  native  of 
this  country,  and  much  respected  by  some  worthy 
gentlemen  in  this  neighbourhood,  who  are  trustees 
of  a  charity-school  f  now  vacant ;  the  certain  salary 


♦  Henry  Singleton.  Esq.  whom  Dr  Swift  appointed  one  of  hit 
execntors.  He  was  afterwards  lord  chief-justice  of  the  common 
pleas,  which  he  resigned  upon  a  pension;  and  was  appointed 
master  of  the  rolls  in  Ireland. — D.  S. 

+  Appleby,  in  Leicestershire.  See  BoswelPs  Life  of  Johnson^ 
17»9,  Vol.  I.  p.  103. 
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is  601.  a-year,  of  which  they  are  desirous  to  make 
him  master;  but,  unfortunately,  he  is  not  capable 
of  receiving  their  bounty,  which  would  make  him 
happy  for  life,  by  not  being  a  Master  of  Arts;  which, 
by  the  statutes  of  the  school,  the  master  of  it  must  be. 

Now  these  gentlemen  do  me  the  honour  to  think 
that  I  have  interest  enough  in  you,  to  prevail  upon 
you  to  write  to  Dean  Swift,  to  persuade  the  univer- 
sity of  Dublin  to  send  a  diploma  to  me,  constitut- 
ing this  poor  man  Master  of  Arts  in  their  Univer- 
sity. They  highly  extol  the  man's  learning  and 
probity ;  and  will  not  be  persuaded  that  the  uni- 
versity will  make  any  diflSculty  of  conferring  such 
a  favour  upon  a  stranger,  if  he  is  recommended  by 
the  Dean.  They  say  he  is  not  afraid  of  the  strictest 
examination,  though  he  is  of  so  long  a  journey; 
and  will  venture  it,  if  the  Dean  thinks  it  necessary ; 
choosing  rather  to  die  upon  the  road,  than  be  starved 
to  death  in  translating  for  booksellers^  which  has 
been  his  only  subsistence  for  some  time  past. 

I  fear  there  is  more  diflSculty  in  this  aflfair,  than 
these  good-natured  gentlemen  apprehend  ;  especi- 
ally as  their  election  cannot  be  delayed  longer  than 
the  nth  of  next  month.  If  you  see  this  matter  in 
the  same  light  as  it  appears  to  me,  I  hope  you  will 
burn  this,  and  pardon  me  for  giving  you  so  much 
trouble  about  an  impracticable  thing  ;  but,  if  you 
think  there  is  a  probability  of  obtaining  the  favour 
asked,  I  am  sure  your  humanity,  and  propensity  to 
relieve  merit  in  distress,  will  incline  you  to  serve 
the  poor  man,  without  my  adding  more  to  the 
trouble  I  have  already  given  you,  than  assuring  you 
that  I  am,  with  great  truth.  Sir, 

Your  faithful  servant, 

GOWER- 
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TO  MR  RICHARDSON'. 

Aug.  5,  1738. 

Sir, 
It  was  not  my  want  of  friendship  and  esteem  that 
hindered  me  from  answering  your  several  letters, 
but  merely  my  disorders  in  point  of  health ;  for  I 
am  constantly  giddy,  and  so  deaf,  that  your  friend 
Mrs  Whiteway  has  almost  got  into  a  consumption 
by  bawling  in  my  ears.  I  heartity  congratulate 
with  you  on  your  triumph  over  your  Irish  enemies 
by  a  nemine  contradicente.  I  leave  the  rest  of  this 
paper  to  be  filled  by  Mrs  Whiteway  ;  and  am,  with 
true  esteem  and  gratitude,  your  most  obedient  and 
obliged  servant, 

JoN.  Swift. 

Pray  tell  my  dear  friend  the  alderman,  that  I  love 
him  most  sincerely ;  but  my  ill  health  and  worse 
memory  will  not  suffer  me  to  write  a  long  letter. 


TO  MR  ALDERMAN  BARBER. 

Aug.  8,  1737. 

My  Dear  and  Honoured  Friend, 
I  HAVE  received  yours  of  July  27th;  and  two 
days  ago  had  a  letter  from  Mr  Pope,  with  a  dozen 
lines  from  my  Lord  Bolingbroke,  who  tells  me  he  is 
just  going  to  France,  and  I  suppose,  designs  to  con- 
tinue there  as  long  as  he  lives.  I  am  very  sorry  he 
is  under  the  necessity  of  selling  Dawley.     Pray,  let 
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me  inom  whethtr  he  be  tolerably  easy  in  his  for- 
tue^;^  for  he  has  these  several  years  lived  very  ex- 
pensively. Is  his  lady  still  alive  ?  and  has  he  slill 
a  country  house  and  an  estate  of  hers  to  live  on  ?  I 
should  be  glad  to  live  so  long,  as  to  see  his  History 
of  hi9  own  Times ;  which  would  be  a  work  very 
worthy  of  his  lordship,  and  will  be  a  defence  of  that 
mifiistry^  and  a  justification  of  our  late  glorious 
queeq,  i^ainst .  the  malice,  ignorance,  falsehood, 
and.  stupidity  of  our  present  times  and  managers^ 
I  very  much  like  Mr  Pope's  last  poem,  entitled 
Vj»ccxxxvji I,  called  Dialogue  II;  but  I  live  s6 
obfsfcurely,  and  know  to  little  of  what  passes  in  Lon- 
don, that  I  cannot  know  the  names  of  persons  and 
things  by  initial  letters. 

I  am  very  glad  to  hear  that  the  Duke  of  Ormond 
lives  so  well  at  ease  and  in  so  good  health,  as  well 
as  with  so  valuable  a  companion.  His  grace  has  an 
sxcellent  constitution  at  so  near  to  fourscore.  Mr 
JDuakin  is  not  in  town,  but  I  will  send  to  him  when 
I  hear  he  is  come.  I  extremely  lo^e  my  Lord  and 
Lady  Oxford ;  but  his  way  of  managing  his  fortune 
is  not  to  be  endured.  I  remember  a  rascally 
butcher,  one  Morley,*  a  great  land-jobber  and 
knave,  who  was  his  lordship's  manager,  and  has 
been  the  princip^  cause  of  my  lord's  wrong  con- 
duct, in  which  you  agree  with  Cne  in  blaming  his 
weakn^s  and  credulity.  I  desire  you  will  please, 
upon  occasion,  to  present  my  humble  service  to  my 
Lord  and  Lady  Oxford,  and  to  my  Lord  Bathurst. 
I  just  expected  the  characterv  you  give  of  young 


# 
♦  ^his  is  the  "  Mild  Morley"  of  Prior's  ballad  of  Down-Hall. 

He  liras  originally  a  butcher,  but  made  a  irery  large  forttine  as  an 

agent  and  land-jobber. 

VOL.  XIX.  Q 
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*****.    I  hated  him  from  a  boy^    I  wonder  Mr 
Ford  is  alive  ;  perhaps  walking  preserves  him.  • 

I  very  much  lament  your  asthma«    I  belieye'.tem- 
perance  and  exercise  have  preserved  me  from  it. 

I  seldom  walk  less  than  four  miles,  sometimes  six, 
eight,  ten,  or  more,  never  beyond  my  own  limits ; 
or,  if  it  rains,  I  walk  as  much  through  the  house, 
up  and  down  stairs ;  and  if  it  it  were  not  for  Ihe 
cruel  deafness,  I  would  ride  through  the  kingdom, 
p  and  half  through  England;  pox  on  the  modern 
phrase  Great  Britain,  which  is  only  to  distinguish 
it  from  Little  Britain,  where  old  clothes  and  ol4 
books  are  to  be  bought  and  sold!  However,  I 
will  put  Dr  Sheridan  (the  best  scholar  in  berth 
kingdoms)  upon  taking  your  receipt  for  a  terrible 
asthma.  I  wish  you  were  rieh  enough  to  bi]ty  and 
keep  a  horse,  and  ride  every  tolerable  day  twenty 
miles. 

Mr  Richardson  is,  I  think,  still  in  London.     I 

assure  you,  he  is  very  grateful  to  me,  and  is  too  wise 

*  and  discreet  to  ^ive  any  just  occasion  of  complaint, 

by  which  he  must  be  a  ^reat  loser  in  reputation, 

and  a  greater  in  his  fortune. 

I  have  not  written  as  much  this  many  a. day.  I 
have  tired  myself  much;  but,  in  revenge,  l.wiU 
tire  you.         ^  *      * 

I  am,  dear  Mr  Alderman, 
«         with  very  great  esteem,  * 

Your  most  obedient 

and  most  humble  servant, 
Jon.  Swift. 
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TO  MR  POPE  XND  lord  BOLINGBROKE. 

Dablln,  Aug.  8, 17S8. 
My  Dear  Friend, 
I  HAVE  y«ttfs  of  July  25,  snd  first  I  desire  you 
wiU  look  upon  me  as  a  man  worn  with  years,  and 
sunk  by  puUic*  as  well  as  personal  vexations.     I 
have  entirely  lost  my  memory,  uncapaltle  of  con- 
versation by  a  cruel  dejifness,  'which  has  lasted  al- 
most%  a  yeai',  and  I  despair  of  any  cure.     I  say  not 
this  to  increase  your  compassion  (of  which  you  have 
idready  too  great  a  part)  but  as  an  jBxcuse  for  my 
nin  being  regular  fin  my  letter*  to  you,  and  some 
few  other  friends.     Fhave  an  ill  name  in  the  post- 
office  of  both  kingdoms,  *  which  makes  the  letters 
addressed  to  me  not  seldom  miscarry,  or  be  opened 
and  read,  and  then  sealed  in  a  bungling  manner  be-» 
fofe  they  come  to  my  hands.     Our  friend  Mrs  Bl  f. 
&  very  often  in  my  thoughts,  and  high  in  my  es- 
teem ;  I  desire  .you  will  be  the  messenger  of  my 
humbly  thanks  and  service  to  her.'    That  superior 
universal  g^ius  you  describe,  whose  handwriting 
\  know  toward  the  end  of  your  letter,  has  made  me 
both  oroud  and  happy  j  but  by  what  he  writes  I 
fear  1^  will  be  too  soon  gone  to  his  forest;];  abroad. 
He  began  in  the  queen's  time  to  be  my  patron,,  and 
then  descended  to  be  my  friend.  .   . 


*  Dr  Johnson  laughs  at  Swift  and  Pope  thinking  their  letters 
were  openecfted  inspected  hj  the  post-master,  as  an  instance  fni^ 
thdr  sdf.importanoe,— Or  WARXoif. 

+  Mrs  Martiia  Blount.^  '*     *        ' 

X  FontainMeau,  to  wiiich  Bolingbrdke  was  again  ab^iit  to  re- 
tire.  I      * 
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It  is  a  great  fatour  of  Heaven,  mat  your  health 
grows  better  by  the  addition  of  years.  I  have  tib- 
solutely  done  with  poetiy  for  several  years  pa^,  and 
even  at  my  best  times  I  could  produce  nothing  but 
trifles  :  I  therefore  reject  yow  compliments  on  that 
score,  and  it  is  no  compliment  in  me ;  for  I  take 
your  second  dialogue  that  you  lately  s^^nt  roe,  to 
equal  almost  any  thing  you  ever  writ ;  although  I 
live  so  much  out  of  the  world,  that  I  am  ignorant  of 
the  facts  ^nd  persons,  which  I  presume  are  very 
well  known  from  Temple.  Bar  to  St  James's;  I 
mean  the  court  exclusive. 

I  can  faithfully  assure  you,  that  every  letter  you 
have  honoured  me  with,  these  twenty  years  and 
mwe,  are  seated  up  in  bundlesi  ,and  delivered  to 
Mrs  Whiteway,  a  very  woithy,  rational,  and  judi- 
cious cousin  of  mine,  and  the  only  relation  whose 
visits  I  can  suffer.  All  these  letters  she  is  directed 
to  send  safely  to  you  upon  my  decease. 

My  Lord  Orrery  is  gone  with  his  lady  to  a  p^rt 
of  her  estate  in  the  north ;  she  is  a  person  of  very 
good  understanding  as  any  I  know  of  her  sex.  Give 
nie  leave  to  write  here  a  short  answer  to  my  Lord 
B.*s  letter  in  the  last  page  of  yours, 

m 
My  Dkar  Lord,  ^ 

I  am,  infinitely  obliged  to  your  lordship  Wt  the 
honour  of  your  letter,  and  kind  remembrance  of  me. 
I  do  here  confess,  that  I  have  more  obligations  to 
your  lordship  than  to  all  the  world  beside.  You  ne- 
ver deceived  me,  even  when  you  were  a  great  mini- 
ster of  state  :  and  yet  I  love  you  still  mbre,  for  your 
condescending  to  write  to  me,  when  you  had  the 
honour  to  be^  an  exile.  I  can  hardly  hope  to  Kve 
till  you  publish  yoilr  history,  *and  am  vain  enough 
to  wish  that  my  name  should  be  squeezed  in  among^ 
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*  t  • 

the*tew  subalterns,  qiu>rum  pars  parva  fui :  if  not,* 
i  will* be  revenged,  and  contrive  some  way  to  be 
l^nown  to  futurity,  that  I  had  the  honour  to  have 
your  lordship  for  my  best  patron^  and  I  will  liv^ 
and  die,  with  the  highest  veneration  and  gratitude, 
your  mo»t  obedient,  &c. 

P.  S.  I  will  here  in  a  postscript  correct  (if  it  be 
possible)  the  blunders  I  have  made  in  my  letter.  { 
have  showed  my  cousin  the  above  letter,  and  «he 
assures  me,  that  a  great  collection   of  ^^  letterii 

to  ^  *  are  put  up  and  sealed,  knd  in  some  *very 
safe  hand. 

I  am,  my  most  dear  and  honoured  friend,  entirely 
youfs^ 

JoN.  Swift. 

It  is  ttow  Aag.  24, 17^8. 


Xa  MR  FAULKNER. 

Avigvtst  31, 1738.     < 

Sir, 

I  HRLiETE  you  know  tb^  t  had  a  treatise,  called 

**  Advice  to  Servants,"  in  two  volumes.    The  first 

was  lost,  but  this  moment  Mrs  Ilidgeway  brought  it 

.  to  me,  having  foupd  it  in  some  papers  in  her  room  ; 

^  It  U  written  just  thus  iii  the  original.  The  cerredpondence 
in  the  present  Tolame  seems  to  be  psitft  of  the  colteetioti  here  spo- 
ken of,  as  it  contains  nc^  only  the  letters  of  Mr  Pope,  b^t  of 
Dr  Swift,  both  to  him  and  Mt  Gay,  which  were  returned  to  Mr 
Fope  after  Mr  Gay*s  death :  though  any  tiiention  made  by  Mr 
Fope  of  fheretitni  or  exchange  of  letters  has  been  indiistriously 
iMipf^ress^  in .  the  ptibUcJttroft^  and  only  appears  by  soiae  of  ih% 
ans  wer$.-«*W  AEBU  KTON. 
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r  ♦  • 

smd  truly,  when  I  went  to  look  for  the  second  I 
could  not  tfell  where  to  find  it;  if  yqu  happen  to 
have  It,  I  shall  be  glad ;  if  not,  the  messenger  shall 
go  to  Mrs  Whiteway.     I  am,         ^., 
Your  humble  servant, 
«  •  5oN.  Swift. 


.  FROM  MRS  WHITEWAY  TO  MR 
,    RICHARDSON. 

>»  September  16.  1738. 

Sir, 
I  HAVE  mui^h  pl^^ure  in  thinking  I  have  exe- 
cuted your  commands  and  Alderman  Barber's,  tx> 
both  your  ^tisfactions ;  and  was  greatly  pleased 
yesterday  to  find  the  Dean  in  spmts  enough  to  ||>e 
abfe  to  write  you  a  few  lines,  because  I  know  it  was 
what  you  wished  for.  I  declare  it  has  not  beei^  by 
ahy  omission  of  mine  that  it, was  not  done  long  ago. 

•  Beside  his  usual  attendants,  giddiness  and  deafhess> 
I  can  with  great  truth  say,  the  miseries  of  thb  poor 
kingdom  have  shorteifed  his  days,  and  sunk  him 
even  below  the  wishes  of  his  enemi^ ;  and  as  h& 
has  lived  the  patriot  of  Ireland,  Uke  the  second  Cato, 
he  will  resign  life  when  it  can  beni^  longer  service-* 
aBle  to  his  country.  ^  .      .  ^ 

As  Sir  Robert  WaJpole  has  your  best  wishes^  I 
am  so  far  glad  of  his  recovery. 

^  My  daughter  is  now  very  well,  and  most  highly 
obliged  to  you  for  what  you  say  about  her.  I  was 
so  little  my  self  when  I  Wrote  to  you  last,  with  her 
illness,  that  I  forgot  to  entreat  the  favour  of  yoar 

commands  tot  Miss  Richardson,  to  take  the  oppor- 

#      . 


/Google 


KFISTOLaRY  COItRESPOKt>ENCE.  247 

ttlnity  of  the  summer  season  to  come  to  this  to^n ; 
but  the  week  after  I  wrote  to  her,  and  insisted  t)n 
her  company ,  immediately ;  but  by  directing  my 
letter  to  Summerseat  instead  of  Colrane,  I  had  not 
an  answer  till  yesterday,  and  then  one  that  did  not 
satisfy  me ;  for  it  is  written  with  such  deferenca.and 
fear  of  doing  anything  without  your  positive  orders, 
that  I  have  very  little  to  hope  for  from  her.  I  shgfll 
for  ever  tax  you  with  want  of  truth,  sincerity,  and 
breach  of  faith,  if  you  do  not  command  her  to  come 
immediately  to  town. 

*I  showed  Mr  Dunkin  the  paragraph  in  your  let- 
ter that  concerned  him ;  for  which,  and  many  other 
obligations  he  is  under  to  you,  he  owns  himself  most 
gratefully  your  obedient,  &c,  &c.  Mr  Faulkner 
will  send  the  books  by  the  first  that  goes  to  Eng- 
land. *• 

How  could  you  be  so  unpolite  as  to  tell  a  woman 
you  supposed  her  not  to  be  entertained  with  scan- 
datl  ?  You  will  not  allow  us  to  be  learned  ;  books 
turn  our  brain ;  housewifery  is  biSilow  a  genteel  edu-  , 
cation;  and  work  spoils  our  eyes:  And  will  you 
not  permit  us  to  be  proficients  in  g^ning,  visiting, 
and  scandal  ?  To  convince  you  I  am  so  in  the  last 
article,  the  poem  pleased  me  mightly,  and  I  had  a 
sefJret  pleasure  to  see  the  gentleman  I  showed  it  to 
liked  it  as  well  as  I  did ;  so  I  find  your  sex  are  not 
without  a  tincture  of  that  female  quality* 

You  have  pressed  me  so  much  in  every  letter  to 
find  y6u  emplo3rment,  that,  to  be  rid  of  you,  I  will 
now  do  it ;  for,  without  mentioning  the  words,  ert* 
treat  favours,  vast  obligations,  trouble,  ariH  a  Ibng 
&c.,  win  you  buy  for  me  twenty  yards  of  a  pink- 
coloured  English  damask  ?  The  colour  we  admire 
here  is  called  a  blue  pink.  The  women  will  tell 
you  what  I  mean.     If  you  will  be  pleased,  by  the 
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return  of  the  post,  ta  lell  what  will  be  the  expieace, 
I  jHfill  pay  the  money  imnaediately  into  Henry's 
bank. 

*  I  own  I  am  surprised  at  what  you  tell  me  of  Mr 
Philips ;  but  envy,  yon  know,  is  the  tax.  on  virtue^ 
for  Ao  other  reason  could  make  him  your  enemy  : 
and  I  most  heaartily  wish,  whoever  is  so  may  meet 
irith  the  fate  tliey  deserve.  I  have  just  read  so  far 
of  this  letter,  and  am  so  much  ashamed  of  the  liberty 
I  have  taken  to  give  you  so  much  trouble,  that  if  i 
have  truth  in  me,  were  it  not  for  the  Dean's  Letter  it 
should  never  go  to  you.  If  you  can  pardon  me 
this,  I  promise  for  the  future  never  to  give  you  the 
like  occasion  of  exerting  your  good  nal:ure,  to  her 
who  is,  witli  the  grea^^est  refi5)ect,  Sr,  your  mbst 
obliged  and  most  obedient  bumble  servant, 
m  M.  Whiteway.. 

You  forgot  to  date  your  letter. 


B9 


FROM  THE  BISHOP  OF  FERNS.*    . 

Sepifember  18,  IfBSk 
Ste, 

A  MB»sA6^B  which  I  just  now  received  from  you 
by  Mr  Hughe%  gives  me  some  hopes^of  beiugtMp* 
stored  to  my  old  place.  Formerly  I  was  your  nai- 
nister  in  musicis :  but  when  I  grew  a.  great  man 
(and  by  the  by  you  helped  to  make  me:  so)  you 
turned  me  oflf.  If  you  are  pleased  again  to  employ 
me,  I  shall  be  as  faithful  and  observant  as  ever. 

♦  Dr  Synge.— D.  S. 
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.  I  l^e  heard  Mr  Hughes  aing  often  ^  Percii* 
.Tal'a^  *  and  have  a  good  opinion  of  lys  judgment ; 
so  hfts  Percival,  who>  in  these  affairs,  is  infaQtUe. 
His  voii^  is  not  excdlent,  but  wfU  do :  andi,  if  I 
mistake  not^  he  has  one  gooA  quality,  not  very  com- 
mon with  the  musical  gentlemen,  i.  e.  he  is  desirous 
to  improve  hnnseif.  If  Mason  and  Lamb  were  .of 
his- temper,  they  would, be  as  fine  feUow»*s  they 
tiiiak  themselves.     I  am.  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 
'4  4      EewARD  Fbrns. 


•  TO  MKS  WHITEWAY. 

MaSwiFT^s  gimeracks  of  cups  and  baUs,t  in  or* 
dar  to  my  convenient  shaving  with  ease  and  dispatch^ 
together  with  thie  prescription  on  half  a  sheet  of  pa- 
^er,  was  exactly  foUowed,  but  some  inconrreniences 
attended :  for  I  cut  taj  feiee  once  or  twice,  was  just 
'  twice  as  long  in  the  performance,  and  leftvtwice  a^ 
iDiicb  hair  behind,  as  I  have  done- this  twelvemoMh 
^  past.     I  return  him  therefore  all  his  implements^ 

and'my  own  compKments,  with  abundance  of  thanks, 
because  he  baAh  fixed  me  during  life  in»niy  old  hum- 
drum ,way.  Give  me  a  full  aaad  tr»e  aceoant  oi  all 
yoar  liealtha,  and  so*  adieu«     I  am  ever,  &c.  ^         < 

J^N.  SwiFD* 

Oct.  3d" or  4th,  or  rather,  as  the  butler  says, 
the  second,  on  Tuesday,  1738. 


♦  At  Dean  PercWaPs — D.  S. 

-^  A  box  of  soap  and  a  brush. — D.  S. 
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My  service  to  all  your  littet ;  I  mean  Mrs'if arri-  ♦ 
•   son,  &#L  but  you  will  call  this  high  treason.    I  am* 
still  very  lanfte  of  that  left  foot.-    I  expect  t6  see 
as  many  of  yon  as  you  please.  '  * 


FROM  THE  EARL  OF  ORRfiRY  TO  MR 
.  POPE. 

MarstoB,  Oct.  4, 1731. 

Siir,  '  •  ,      ' 

*  I  AM  more  and  more  convinced  that  your  letters 
are  neifher  lost  nor  burnt ;  but  ^ho  the  Dean  means 
by  a  safe  hand  in  Iijpland  is  beyond  my  power  of 
guessing,  though  I  am  particularly  acquainted  with 
most,  if  not  all,  of  his  friends..  As  I  know  you  had 
th^  recov^y  of  those  letters  at  heart,  I  took  more 
than  ordinary  pains  to  find  out  where  they  were  f 
but  i»y  inquirfes  were  to  no  purpose;  and,  I  fear, 
whoev^e^has  them  is  too  tenacious  of  them  to  di^  ' 
cover  where  they  lie.  *^  Mrs  Whiteway  did  assure 
me  sheTiad  not  one  of  them ;  and  seemed  to  be  un- 
der great  vmeasinesis,  that  you  should  imagine  they 
w^re  left  with  her.  She  likewise  told  me  shef  had 
stopped  the  Dean's  letter  which  gave  you  that  in- 
formation, but  believed  he  would  write  3ucb  ano- 
ther:  and  thferefore  desired  me  to  asture  you,  from 
her,  that  she  was  totdly  ignorant  where  they 
were.*' 

•  Yofx  may  say  what  you  please,  either  to  the  Dean 
or  any  QgtHer  person,  of  \yhat  I  have  told  *  you.  I 
am  ready  to  testify  it;  and  I  think  it  ought  to  be 
known,  "  That  the  Dean  says  they  are  delivered 
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-  •  • 

int9  a  safe  hand ;  aad  Mrs  Whiteway  ^'declares  she 
has  them  not.  The  consequence  of  their  being 
hepeafter  published  may  give  uneasiness  to  some  of 
your  friends,  and  of  course  to  you :  so  I  would  do 
all  in  my  power  to  make  you  entirely  easy  in  that 
point." 

•  This  is  the  first  time  that  I  have  put  pen  to  paper 
since  my  late  misfortune ;  and  I  should  say  (as  an 
excuse  fer  this  letter)  that  it  has  cost  me  some  pain; 
did  it  not  allow  me  an  opportunity  to  assure  you,     .    * 
that  I  syp,  dear  Sir,  with  the  truest  esteem, 

Your  very  faithful  and  obedient  servant. 

Orrery. 


tt^ 


FROM  MR  POPE.  '*' 

♦ 

,  Twitnam^  Oct.  12,  l7S8ii 
[y  Dbae  Frknd, 
I  COULD  gladly  tell  you  every  week  the  many 
t|ungs  that  pass  in  my  hearty  and  revive  the  memory 
oi  all  your  friendship  to  me  ;  but  I  am  not  so  wil- 
ling to  put  you  to  the  trouble  of  showing  it  (though 
I  know  you  have  it  as  warm  as  ever)  upon  little  or 
trivial  occasions.     Yet,  this  once,  I  am  unable  to 

^  — —  . 

^  This  ladjr  afterguards  gaTe  Mr  Pope  the 'strongest  Bssa|^nces 
tbat  she  haivsed  her  utmost  endeavours  to  pieyent  the  publi. 
cation ;  nay,  went  so  far  as  to  secrete  the  book  till  it  ivas  com* 
Boanded  from  her,  and  deiiTeired  to  the  Dublin  prinfter ;  where- 
upon her  son.in.law,  Deaae  Swi^^  Esq.  insisted  upon  writing  a 
preface,  to  justify  Mr  Pope  from  having  any  knowledge  of  it, 
and  to  lay  it  on  the  oorrupt  practices  of  the  printers  in  I^ndon, 
but  this  Mr  PopeVoukI  not  agree  to,  a^  not  knowing  the  truth  ^ 
of»e  fabt.— Pope.       * 
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refuse  the  rpfftiest  of  a  very  i^rticular  and  very  de- 
serving friend :  one  of  those  whom  his  own  merit 
has  forced  me  to  contract  an  intimacy  with,  after  I 
had  sworn  never  to  love  a  man  more,  since  the  sor- 
row it  cost  me  to  have  loved  so  many^  now  dead» 
banished,  or  unfortunate.  I  mean  Mr  Lytfelton^ 
one  of  the  worthiest  of  the  rising  getieratioti.  His 
nurse  has  a  son,  whom  I  would  beg  you  to  promote 
to  the  next  vacancy  in  your  choir.  I  loved 'my  own 
nurse,  and  so  does,  Lyttelton :  he  love^  and  is  loved, 
through  the  whale  chain  of  relations,  dep^pdants, 
and  acquaintance.  He  is  one  who  would  apply  to 
any  person  to  please  me,  or  to  serve  mine :  I  owe  it 
to  him  to  apply  to  you  for  this  man,  whose  name  is  * 
William  Lamb ;  and  he  is  the  bearer  of  this  letter. 
I  presume  he  is.  qualified  for  that  which  he  desires*; 

••  and  I  doubt  not,  if  it  be  consistent  with  jusfice,  you 
will  gratify  me  in  him,  '  '  * 

JLet  this,  however,  be  an  opportunity  of  telling 

you What  ? what  I  can  tell  ^  the  kindness 

I  bear  you,  the  aflfection.  I  feel  for  you,  the  hearty 
wishes  I  form  for. you,  my  prayers  for  your  heald^ 
of  body  and  mind^  or  (the  best  softenings  of  tra 
want  of  either)  quiet  and  resignation.  You  lose 
little  by  not  hearing  such  things  as  this  idle  and  base 
generation  has  to  tell  you :  you  lose  not  much  by 
forgetting  most  of  what  now  passes  in  it.  P<^haps, 
to  have  a  memory  that  retains  the  past*Wnesgpf  our 
country,  and  forgets  the  present,  is  the  means  to  be 
happier  and  better  contented.  But,  if  tb«%vil  of  the 
day  be  not  intolerable  (though  sufficient,  God  knows, 
at  any  period  of  life)  we  ntay,  at  least  we  should,  * 
nay  we  must  (whether  patiently  or  impatiently)  bear 
it,  and  make  the  best  of  what  we  cannot  make  better, 

k  but  may  make  worse.     To  hes^  thit  this  is  y-Q^^ 
situation  and  your  temper,  and  that  peace  'attends 


• .  • 
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you  at  home,  and  one  or  two  true  friends  who  are 
teiiler  about  you,  would  be  a  great  ease  to  roe  to 
know,  and  know  from  yourself.  Tell  me  who  those 
are  whom  you  now  love  or  esteem,  that  I  may  love 
and  ^teem  them  too ;  and  if  ever  they  come  into 
Englanc^  let  them  be  my  friends.  ,  If,  by  any  thing 
I  can  here  do,  I  can  serve  you,  or  please  you,  be 
certain  it  will  mend  my  happiness ;  and  that  no  sa- 
tisfaction any  thing  gives  me  here  will  be  superior, 
if  eaual  to  it. 

My  dear  Dean,  whom  I  never  will  forget  or  think 
of  with  coolness,  many  are  yet  living  here  who  fre- 
quently mention  you  with  affection  and  respect. 
Lord.  Orrery,  Lord  Bathursl,  Lord  Bolingbroke, 
Lord  Oxford,  Lord  Masham,  Lewis,  Mrs  P.  Blount, 
allow  one  woman  to  the  list,  for  she  is  as  constant  to 
old  friendships  as  any  man.  And  many  young  men 
there  are,  nay  all  that  are  any  credit  to  this  age, 
who  love  you  unknown,  who  kindle  at  your  fire, 
and  learn  by  your  genius.  Nothing  of  you  can  dfe, 
nothing  of  you  can  decay,  nothing  of  you  can  suf- 
fer, nothing  of  you  can  be  obscured,  or  locked  up 
from  esteem  and  admiration,  except  \that  is  at  the 
deanery;  just  as' much  of  you  only  as  God  made 
mortal.  May  the  rest  of  you  (which  h  all)  be  as 
happy  hereafter  as  honest  men  may  expect,  and 
need  not  doubt;  while  (knowing  nothing  more) 
they  khow  that  their  Maker  is  merciful !  Adieu, 
Yours  ever, 

A.  Pope. 
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FROM  MR  POPE  TO  THE  EARL  OF 
ORRERY. 

Twitnam,  Nov.  7,*I7S8. 
When  you  get  to  Dublin  (whither  I  direct  this, 
supposing  you  will  see  our  dear  friend  as  soon  as 
possible)  pray  put  the  Dean  in  mind  of  moy  and  tell 
him,  I  hope  he  received  my  last  Tell  him  how 
dearly  I  love  him,  and  how  greatly  I  honour  him: 
how  greatly  I  reflect  on  every  testimony  of  his 
friendship  ;  how  much  I  resolved  to  give  the  best  I 
can  of  my  esteem  for  him  to  posterity ;  and  assure 
"him^  the  world  has  nothing  in  it  I  admire  so  much ; 
nothing  the  loss  of  which  I.  should  regret  so  much, 
as  his-  genius  and  his  virtues. 


•      .  TO  MRS  WHITEFAY. 

t 

Nov.  27,  1738. 

I  NEVEB  liked  a  letter  from  you  on  your  usual 
days  of  coming  here,  for  it  always  brings  me  bad 
news.  I  am  heartily  sorry  for  your  son's  continu- 
ing his  illness,  and  that  you  have  now  two  patients 
in  your  house.  In  the  mean  time  pray  take  care  of 
your  health,  chiefly  your  wicked  colic  &nd  Mrs 
Harrison^s  disposition  to  a  fever.  I  hope  at  l^ast 
things  will  be  better  on  Thursday,*  else  I  shall  be 


♦  Dr  SMTift's  birth-day— D.  S. 
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fall  of  the  spleen,  because  it  is  fi  da^  j^pu  seem  to 
regard,  although  I  detest  it,  and  I  read  the  third 
cl^pter  of  Job  that  morning.  *  I  am  deafer  than 
when  you  saw  me  last,  and  indeed  anf  quite  cast 
down*  My  hearty  love  and  service  to  Mrs  Har- 
rison«  I  thoroughly  pity  you  in  your  present  cir- 
cumstances. I  am  ever  yours  entirely.  God  .swp- 
port  you.  *         .    , 

;fi  • .     JoN.  Swift. 


FROM  MISS  RICHARDSON  TO  MRS 
WHITEWAY. 

J5elturbet^  Nov.  e^  1738. 

Dear  Madam,    , 
It  was  a  very  unequal  match  th^  the  Dean  and* 

f  you  should  join  in  a  plot  against  my  uncle  aijd  mte  : 
you  could  not  fail  of  carrying  your  point.  Any 
thing  the  Dean  hath  a  hand  in,  is  done  in  the  most 
genteel  and  surprising  manAer.  1  fairly  own  I  am 
caught:  I  would  be  glad  to  know  what  my  uncle 
will  think  of  himself  when  he  hears^the  part  he  acted  ^ 

'  in  it,  I  have  been  so  well  accustomed  to  receive  pre-  '* 
sents  of  value  from  hiip,  that  I  thought  it  had  been 
a  piece  of  edging,  or  some  light  thing,  which  he  had   ^ 
committed  to  your  care  to  be  forwarded  to  me. 
Never  was  I  so  surprised  as  I  was  when  I  read  your  -' 
letter,  to  think  that  I  had  received  a  present  from  so 
great  a  person  as  the  Dean ;  but  when  I  looked 
upon  it,  and  knew  the  expense  it  must  be  to  him,  I 


♦  This  chapter  he  always  read  upon  his  birth-day.— D.  S. 
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trasqaitecoBlbandbd:  it  Was  too  great  an  hononr 
for  me,  who  cftn  never  deserve  the  least  favour  froirf 
hiifi:  it  IS  a  most  beautithl  diamond.  I  own  I  arxl 
proud  of  finery  now,  which  I  never  was  in  my  life 
before.  1  am  highly  obliged  to  you  for  your  im- 
provement of  the  ring:  the  Dean's  hair  and  name 
have  made  if  a  treasure  to  me,  and  I  really  beiii^ve 

' ,  if  will  be  thought  so  a  thousand  years  heivce,  4f  it 
can  be  kept  so  long.  I  am  sure  it  shall  by  Ae,  as 
long  as  I  (ive^  with  as  nluch  8are  as  I  keep  my  ey%$, 
while  I  have  them  to  look  upon  it. 

My' sister,  who  had  the  honour  of  waiting  upon 
you  in  town,  and 'brought  me  the  ring  very  safe,  is 
full  of  acknowledgments  for  yt)ur  civilities  to  her, 
and  returns  you  her  most  sincere  thanks,  with  her 
humble  service.  Pray  giv#mine  most  affectionate- 
ly to  Miss  Harrison.     T  am.  Dear  Madam,  your 

^  most  obliged  and  most  humble  servant, 

Kath.  Richardson. 


* 


FROM  MR  RICHARDSON.      , 

London,  Jan.  2,  173S»9. 
Sib, 
I  AM  called  upon,  by  many  provocations,  to  prefer 
a  bill  of  indictment  against  you,  and  a  female  accom* 
plice  of  yours;*  for  that  by  the  use  of  means  very- 
uncommon,  which  were  in  your  power  only,  you 
.  have  turned  the  head  of  a  well-meaning  country  girl 
of  plain  sense,  who  had  been  very  useful  to  me^  and 


♦  Mrs  Whiteway.— D.  S. 
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and  e$teemed  by  her  acquaintance.  I  haveseen  of  lat» 
many  symptoms  of  her  disorder :  it  is  true,  that  the 
fascination  of  your  works  had  before  operated  strong- 
ly  upon  her ;  for  scarce  any  opportunity  occurred 
but  she  poured  forth  her  admiration  of  the  author, 
and  can  repeat  without  book  all  your  poems  better 
than  her  catechism  ;  however,  she  could  attend  to 
domestic  affairs,  and  give  proper  directions  about 
matters  in  the  kitchen  and  larder,  &c.  and  when  she 
did  not  pore  upon  your  writings,  or  some  other 
books  (I  cannot  say  of  the  like  kind)  she  was  at 
work,  or  seeing  that  things  in  her  province  virere  as 
they  should  be:  but  now  truly  it  appears  she  ap- 
^  prebends  that  heretofore  she  had  not  discovered  her 
own  value  and  importance.  To  be  taken  notice  of 
by  a  person  she  has  long  thought  to  be  the  greatest 
genius  any  age  has  produced,  and  whom  she 
worships  with  an  adoration  that  to  any  mortal  rises 
almost  to  idolatry,  has,  it  is  much  to  be  feared) 
transported  her  with  conceit  and  vanity,  and  where 
it  will  end,  I  know  not.  What  you  have  done  pro- 
ceeded, no  doubt,  from  a  malicious  intention  -to- 
ward me  as  well  as  the  poor  girl ;  and  I  resent  it  ac- 
cordingly, as  I  hope  she  will  do  when  she  returns 
to  her  senses. 

I  was  greatly  rejoiced,  dear  Sir,  to  learn  from  the 
prime-seQeant  Singleton,  that  he  found  you  ex- 
trenaely  well  in  every  respect,  except  your  hearing; 
and  in  that  he  said  you  were  much  better  than  he 
expepted*  That  man,  who  has  as  true  a  heart  as 
I  ev^r>inet  with,  most  entirely  loves  as  well  as  ad- 
tQires  you. 

This  place  affords  no  news  at  present.  I  am  de- 
tained by  affairs  of  importance  that  relate  to  my 
friends^  and  cannot  yet  say  when  they  will  allow  me 
to  return.    I  pass  my  time,  now  and  then,  with  some 

VOL.  XIX.  R 
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of  Mr  Pope's  inost  intimate  friends ;  and  although 
I  tvould  have  a  great  pleasure  in  being  known  to 
him,  that  of  the  present  age  comes  next  to  you  in 
Ifame,  I  shall  not  be  introduced  to  him,  unless  I  shall 
3nour  not  to  be  thought  wholly  unworthy 
him  a  letter  from  the  Dean  of  St  Pa- 

ji  Barber  got  a  fall  in  his  parlour  on  his 

foot  getting  into  a  hole  of  the  carpet ;  it 

it  of  the  gout  upon  him,  and  he  is  stilt 

somewhat  lam^  in  his  hip;  but  otherwise  in  very 

good  health  and  spirits. 

Doctor  Squire  holds  out  surprisingly :  as  soon  bs 
the  vacancy  shall  happen,  I  shall  have  have  notice, 
and  there  is  no  doubt  but  Mr  Ounkin  will  succeed 
him. 

I  am  ever,  dear  Sir,  with  the  highest  esteem  and 
respect,  your  most  obliged  and  most  affectionate 
humble  servant, 

William  Richardson. 


FROM  DR  KING. 

St  Mary.Hall,  Oxford,  Jan.  5,  1738-9. 

Sir, 
At  length  I  have  put  Rochefoucault  to  the  press, 
and  about  ten  or  twelve  days  hence  it  will  be  pu- 
blished. But  I  am  in  great  fear  lest  you  should  dis- 
like the  liberties  1  have  taken.  Althouoh  I  have 
done  nothing  without  the  advice  and  approbation 
of  those  among  your  friends  in  this  country,  who 
love  and  esteem  you  most,  and  zealously  interest 
themselves  in  ^very  thing  that  concerns  your  cha- 
racter.    As  they  are  much  better  judges  of  mankind 
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tban  I  aui,  I  v^y  readily  submit  ta  their  opinion } 
however,  if  after  having  received  the  printed  copies, 
which  I  will  send  you  next  week,  you  sliall  still  re- 
solve to  have  the  poem  published  as  entire  as  you 
put  it  into  my  hands,  I  will  certainly  obey  your 
commands,  if  I  can  find  a  proper  person  to  under- 
take the  work.  I  shall  go  to  London  the  latter  end 
of  the  next  week,  when  I  will  write  to  you  by  a 
private  ham^  more  fully  than  I  can  venture  to  do  by 
the  post.  * 

I  was  at  Twickenham  in  the  Christmas  week^ 
Mr  Pope  had  just  then  received  a  letter  from  you, 
^nd  I  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  you  were  well  and 
in  good  spirits.  May  those  good  spirits  continue 
with  you  to  the  last  hour ! 

Believe  me  to  be,  with  the  greatest  truth,  Sir, 
your  most  obedient  and  most  faithful  servant, 

W.K, 

Pray  do  me  the  honour  to  present  my  most  humble 
service  to  Mrs  Whiteway. 


FROM  MR  DEANE  SWIFT, 

Jan^  |2,  1738.9. 
Sir, 
Ihad  so  great  an  honour  conferred  upon  me 
yesterday,  that  I  know  not  how  to  express  the  ob^ 
ligations  I  lie  under  for  it ;  unless,  by  endeavouring 

*  The  Dean  did  accordingly  much  disapprove, of: the  pritdeiu 
tiai  idtera,tions  and  amissions  of  Dr  King,  in  the  celebrated 
▼erses  on  his  own  death. 
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to  make  myself  worthy  of  your  present,  I  can  de- 
monstrate to  the  world  that  I  daily  improve  in  wis- 
dom and  knowledge,  by  studying  in  those  l>ooks^ 
which  since  the  beginning  of  my  life  I  have  ever 
esteemed  to  be  a  complete  library  of  taste,  wit, 
poetry,  and  politics ;  yes,  and  in  spite  of  dulness 
and  prejudice,  I  will  venture  to  say,  of  religion  also. 
This  I  am  sure  of,  that  so  great  a  present  from  so 
great  a  person,  and  in  a  manner  so  handsome  and 
extraordinary,  it  is  absolutely  impossible  I  should 
ever  be  honoured  with  again,     i  always  thought  I 
added  to  my  own  reputation  whenever  I  pointed  out 
some  of  those  excellencies  which  shine  through  every 
page  of  them.     But  to  be  thought  worthy  of  re- 
ceiving them  from  your  hands,  was  infinitely  be- 
yond even  what  my  vanity  could  hope  for.    1  have 
flattered  myself  for  many  years,  that  to  the  best  of 
my  power  1  have  continually  fought  under  the  ban- 
ners of  liberty,  and  that  I  have  been  ready,  at  a  mo- 
ment's call,  either  to  lay  down  my  life  in  the  defence 
of  it,  or,  whenever  there  should  appear  any  proba- 
bility of  success,  to  vindicate  and  assert  that  claim, 
which  every  man  in  every  country  has  by  nature  a 
right  to  insist  upon  ;  but,  whatever  principles  have 
guided  my  actions  hitherto,  I  shall  from  this  mo- 
ment enlist  myself  under  the  conduct  of  liberty's 
general ;  and  whenever  I  desert  her  ensigns,  to  fight 
under  those  of  tyranny  and  oppression,  then,  and  not 
till  then  will  I  part  with  those  books  w  hich  you 
have  so  highly  honoured  me  with,  and  cast  them 
into  the  flames,  that  Tmay  never  afterwards  be  re^ 

Eroached  either  by  the  sight  of  them,  or  the  remem* 
ranee  of  the  donor.  I  ani,  Sir,  with  the  highest 
esteem,  your  most  obliged  and  most  obedient  huna« 
ble  servant, 

'  Dbane  Swift. 
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FROM  DR  KING. 

London] 
Sir, 
I  HOPE  you  received  a  letter  I.  wi 
Oxford,  about  the  thirtieth  of  last  i 
I  acquainted  you  with  the  publicati 
cault;  and  as  I  interest  myself  nios 
ry  thing  that  concerns  your  charac 
so  I  take  great  pleasure  in  telling  j 
your  works  have  been  better  received  by  ttie  pui>«- 
lick  than  this  poem.     I  observe  this  with  more  than 
ordinary  satisfaction,  because  I  may  urge  the  ap- 
probation of  the  publick  as  some  kind  of  apology 
for  myself,  if  I  shall  find  you  are  dissatisfied  witp 
the  form  in  which  this  poem  now  appears.     But  if 
that  should  happen,  all  the  rest  of  your  friends  oa 
this  side  of  the  water  must  share  the  blame  with  me^ 
for  I  have  absolutely  conformed  myself  to  their  ad- 
vice and  opinion  as  to  the  manner  of  the  publica- 
tion.    There  are  some  lines,  indeed,  which  I  omit- 
ted with  a  very  ill  will,  and  for  no  other  reason  but 
because  I  durst  not  insert  them,  I  mean  the  story 
of  the  medals :  however,  that  incident  is  pretty  well 
known,  a\id  care  has  been  taken  that  almost  every 
reader  may  be  able  to  supply  the  blanks.    That 
part  of  the  poem  which  mentions  the  death  of  queen 
Anne,  and  so  well  describes  the  <  designs  of  the  mi- 
nistry, which  succeeded  upon  the  accession  of  the 
late  ting,  I  would  likewise  willingly  have  publish- 
ed, if  I  could  have  done  it  with  safety ;  but  I  do 
not  know  whether  the  present  worthy  set  of  minis- 
ters would  not  have  construed  this  passage  into 
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high  treason,  hy  aid  of  the  new  doctrine  of  innuen- 
dos :  at  least  a  lawyer,  whom  I  consulted  on  this 
occasion,  gave  me  some  reason  to  imagine  this 
might  be  the  case.  I  am  in  truth  more  cautious 
than  I  used  to  be,  well  knowing  that  my  superiors 
look  on  me  atpresent  with  a  very  evil  eye,  as  I  am  the 
reputed  author  of  the  Latin  poem  I  have  sent  you 
by  the  same  gentleman,  who  does  me  the  favour  to 
deliver  you  this  letter :  for  although  that  piece  has 
escaped  the  state  inquisition,  by  being  written  in  a 
language  that  is  not  at  present  very  well  understood 
at  court,  and  might  perhaps  puzzle  the  attorney- 
-general  to  explain,  yet  the  scope  of  the  poem  and 
|>rincipal  characters  being  well  understood,  the  au- 
thor must  hereafter  expect  no  mercy,  if  he  gives  his 
'enemies  any  grounds  or  colour  to  attack  him.  But 
notwithstanding  all  my  caution,  if  I  perceive  you 
dislike  this  manner  and  form  of  the  poem,  I  will, 
^ome  way  or  other,  contrive  that  it  may  he  pub- 
lished as  you  shall  direct. 

I  send  you  my  best  wishes,  and  I  hope  you  will 
yet  live  many  years  in  a  perfect  state  for  the  sake 
of  .your  frimids,  for  the  benefit  of  your  country, 
and  for  the  honour  of  mankind;  and  I  beg  you  to 
believe  that  I  am,  with  the  greatest  truth.  Sir,  your 
most  bumble  and  most  obedient  servant, 

W.K. 
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VROM  DR  KING  TO  MRS  WHITEWAY. 

Jan.  30,  1738-9. 
Madam, 
.  A  VERY  kind  letter,  which  I  have  just  received' 
from  you,  has  put  me  into  great  confusion.  I  beg 
of  you  to  be  assured,  that  I  think  myself  under  the 
highest  obligations  to  you,  and  that  I  set  a  true 
value  on  the  friendship  with  which  you  have  ho- 
noured me,  and  shall  endeavour  to  preserve  it  as 
long  as  I  live.  If  our  correspondence  has  been  in- 
terrupted, it  has  been  wholly  owing  to  the  ill 
treatment  I  received  from  the  post-oflSce ;  for  some 
time  I  did  not  receive  a  letter  that  had  not  been 
opened,  and  very  often  my  letters  were  delivered 
to  me  with  the  seals  torn  off.  Whetherthese  post- 
oflScers  really  thought  me,  what  I  never  thought 
myself,  a  man  of  importance,  oif  whether  they 
imagined  my  letters  were  a  cover  for  some  great 
name,  I  do  not  know ;  but  for  my  part,  I  grew 
peevish,  to  find  my  friendships,  and  all  my  little 
chit-chat,  must  constantly  be  exposed  to  the  view 
of  every  dirty  fellow  that  had  leisure  or  curiosity 
enough  to  examine  my  letters.  However,  for 
some  little  time  past,  I  have  not  had  the  same  cause 
of  complaint.  Your  letter  was  delivered  to  me  in 
good  condition  ;  I  begin  to  think  my  superiors  no 
longer  suspect  me  of  holding  any  unwarrantable 
correspondence,  especially  since  I  find  I  may  now 
venture  to  write  to  the  Dean,  even  by  the  Oxford 
post.  Notwithstanding  what  you  say,  I  am  in 
some  pain  about  Rochefoucault,  and  doubt  much 
whether  he  will  be  satisfied  with  the  manner  in 
which  he  finds  it  published ;  to  which  I  consented 
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in  deference  to  Mr  Pope's  judgment,  and  the  opi- 
nion of  others  of  the  Dean's  friends  in  this  country, 
who,  I  am  sure,  love  and  honour  him,  and  kindly 
concern  themselves  in  every  thing  that  may  affect 
him.     The  town  has  received  this  piece  so  well, 
that  in  all  parts,  and  in  ail  companies,  I  hear  it 
extremely  commended  ;  and  not  only  the  I>ean*« 
friends,  but  his  greatest  enemies,  acknowledge  that 
he  has  not  lost  any  part  of  his  fire,  and  of  tnat  in- 
imitable turn  of  wit  and  humour  so  peculiar  to  him-^ 
self.     For  my  part,  I  never  read  any  of  his  works 
either  in  prose  or  verse,  that  I  do  not  call  to  mind 
that  short  character  which  cardinal  Polignac  gave 
him  in  speaking  to  me,  Jla  Vespnt  creaieur^  which 
I  mentioned  to  you  in  a  former  letter,  if  I  remem" 
ber  rightly*     It  may  not  be  amiss  to  tell  you,  that 
one  Gaily,  or  Gaillie,  since  this  poem  was  printed, 
offered  it  to  sale  to  a  bookseller  at  Temple-bar  *,  and 
I  am  now  told  that  there  are^  two  or  three  copies 
more  in  London.     Gaillie  pretends  that  he  is  }ust 
come  from  Ireland,  and  that  he  had  directions  to 
publish  the  poem  here ;  so  that  perhaps  the  whole 
may  at  least  appear,  whether  he  will  or  not. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  that  my  friend  Mr  Swift  is 
well.  When  are  we  to  see  him  again  in  Oxford? 
Since  you  appeal  to  him  for  a  voucher,  although 
you  need  none  with  me,  let  him  likewise  do  me 
the  justice  to  tell  you,  that  he  never  heard  me 
mention  your  name  but  with  the  greatest  esteem 
and  respect ;  with  which  I  shall  ever  be,  Madani, 
your  most  obedient  and  most  faithful  servant, 

W.  K. 

t  sent  the  Dean  a  packet  b>^  the  gentlesnan  under 
whose  cover  I  send  you  this. 
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TO  MR  ALDERMAN  BARBER. 

Dublin,  Feb.  16»  1738.9. 

My  Dear  Good  Old  Friend, 
T^E  youDg  gentleman  *  who  delivers  you  this 
lies  under  one  great  disadvantage,  that  he  is  one  of 
my  relations,  and  those  are  of  all  mortals  what  I 
despise  and  hate,  except  one  Mrs  Whiteway  and 
her  daughter.    You  must  understand  that  the  mo- 
ther has  the  insolence  to  say,  that  you  have  heard 
of  her  and  know  her  character.     She  is  a  perfect 
Irish  Teague  born  in  Cheshire,  and  lived,  as  I  re- 
member, at  Warrington.     The  young  gentleman 
who  waits  upon  you,  has  a  very  good  countenance, 
has  been  ent^^d  three  years  at  the  Temple  (as  it  is 
the  usual  custom),  but  I  think  was  never  yet  in 
England,  nor  does  he  know  any  one  person  there. 
However,  as  it  is  easy  to  find  you,  who  are  so  well 
known  and  so  much  esteemed,  he  will  attend  you 
with  this  letter,  and  you  will  please  to  instruct 
him  in  the  usual  methods  of  entering  himself  in  the 
Temple.     He  is  a  younger  brother,  but  has  an  es» 
tate  of  a  hundred  pounds  a-year,  which  will  make 
shift  to  support  him,  in  a  frugal  way.     He  is  also 
a  very  good  person  of  a  man,  and  Mrs  Whiteway 
says  he  has  a  virtuous  disposition.     My  disorder^ 
of  deafness,  forgetfulness,  and  other  ailments,  add- 
ed to  a  dead  weight  of  70  years,  make  me  weary  of 
life.     But  my  comfort  is,  that  in  you  I  find  your 
vigour  and  health  increase.     Pray  God  continue 


t  William  S^rift^  Esq. 
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both  to  you.     I  ain»  my  deax  friend,  with  very 
great  esteem  and  affection. 

Your,  most  obedient,  and  most  h^jmble  servant, 

Jon.  Swift. 

Do  you  ever  see  any  of  our  old  friends?  If  you  vi- 
sit Mr  Lewis,  I  must  charge  you  to  present, him 
with  my  kind  and  hearty  service:  and  how  or 

.  where  is  my  Iprd  BoUngbroke  and  Mr  Pope  ? 

I  am  very  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  favour  you 
have  shown  to  Mr  Richardson.     He  is  a  very; 
prudent  good  gentleman  ;  if  you  see  him,  pr^y 
make  him  my  comipliment^.     So,  my  dear  friend, 
onc^  more  adieu. 


FROM  DR  KING  TO  MRS  WHITEWAY. 

London,  March  6,  1738-9. 

Madam, 

I  no  not  remember  any  thing  published  in  my 

t  hath  been  so  universally  well  received  as 

*s  last  poem.     Two  editions  have  been  al- 

d  off,  though  two  thousand  were  printed 

In  short,  all  people  read  it,  all   agree  to 

[  it;  and  I  have  been  well  assured,  the 

inemies  the  Dean  has  in  this  country,  al- 

be  a  just  and  beautiful  satire.     As  1  am 

very  sincerely  and  sensibly  affected  by  every  thing 

that  may  raise  the  Dean's  character  as  a  writer  (if 

any  thing  can  raise  it  higher)  so  you  may  believe  1 

have  had  the  guieatest  pleasure  in  observing  the  §uc* 
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cess  and  general  approbation  which  this  poem  bad 
met  with ;  wherefore  I  was  not  a  little  mortified 
yesterday,  when  the  bookseller  brought  me  the 
Dublin  edition,  and  at  the  same  time  put  into  my 
bands  a  letter  he  had  received  from  Faulkner,  by 
which  t  perceive  the  Dean  is  much  dissatisfied  wits 
our  manner  of  publication,  and  that  so  many  lined 
have  been  omitted,  if  Faulkuer  speaks  truth,  $nd 
Jcnows  as  much  of  the  Dean's  mind  as  he  pretends 
to  know.  Faulkner  has  sent  over  several  other  co- 
pies to  other  booksellers ;  so  that  I  take  it  for  graft- 
ed this  poem  will  soon  be  reprinted  here  from  the 
Dublin  edition  ;  and  then  it  may  be  perceived  ho\^ 
much  the  Dean's  friends  have  been  mistaken  in 
their  judgment,  however  good  their  intentions  hav^ 
been.  In  the  mean  time  I  will  write  to  you  on  this 
occasion  without  any  reserve  ;  for  I  know  you  lov6 
the  Dean,  and  kindly  and  zealously  interest  your- 
self in  every  thing  that  concerns  his  character;  and 
if  you,  will  believe  the  same  of  me,  you  will  do  me 
great  justice. 

The  Doctor's  friends,  whom  I  consulted  on  this 
occasion,  were  of  opinion,  that  the  latter  part  of 
the  poem  might  be  thought  by  the  public  a  little 
vain,  if  so  much  were  said  by  himself  of  himself. 
They  were  unwilling  that  any  imputation  of  thi)J 
kind  should  lie  against  this  poem,  considering 
there  is  not  the  least  tincture  of  vanity  appearing 
in  any  of  his  former  writings,  and  that  it  is  welt 
known,  there  is  no  man  living  more  free  from  that 
fault  than  he  is. 

.They  were  of  opinion  that  these  lines, 

*^  He  lash'd  the  Tice,  but  spared  the  name, 

No  indiYidiud  coaM  resent 
.   iVhiere  thojasands.eqtnaUj  weFe.nieant"-«^i«» 
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Biif  bt  be  liable  to  some  objection,  and  were  not, 
strictly  speaking,  a  just  part  of  his  character ;  be- 
cause several  persons  have  been  lashed  by  name,  a 
Bettesworth,  and  in  this  poem,  Chartres  and  .Whit- 
shed ;  and  for  my  part,  I  do  not  .think,  or  ev« 
shall  think,  that  it  is  an  imputation  on  a  satirist  to 
lash  an  infamous  fellow  by  name.  The  lines  which 
begin, 

«  Hcre»s  Wolston's  Tnu^ts,  the  twelfth  edition,"  &c. 

are  plainly  a  mistake  ;  and  were  omitted  for  that 
reason  only  ;  for  Wolston  never  had  a  pension  :  on 
the  contrary,  he  was  prosecuted  for  his  blasphem- 
ous writings ;  his  books  were  burnt  by  the  hands 
of  |he  common  hangman ;  he  himself  was  impri* 
soned,  add  died  in  prison.  Woolaston,  the  author 
of  a  book  called,  "  The  Religion  of  Nature  deli*- 
**  neated,"  was  indeed  much  admired  at  court, 
his  book  universally  read,  his  busto  set  up  by  the 
late  queen  io  her  grotto  at  Richmond  with  Clarke's 
and  Locke's ;  but  .this  Woolaston  was  not  a  cler- 
gyman. 

The  two  last  lines^ 

«<  That  kingdom  he  hath  left  his  debtor, 
I  wish  it  soon  may  have  a  better''— 

I  omitted,  because  I  did  not  well  understand  them ; 
a  better  what?— —There  seems  to  be  what  the 
grammarians  call  an  antecedent  wanting  for  that 
word ;  for  neither  kingdom  or  defHor  will  do,  so  as 
to  make  it  sense,  and  there  is  no  other  antecedent.^ 


*  These  objections  seem  «Atirety  hypercritical.  The  Qinn 
being  utterly  retired  from  active  l^e,  aiid  even  from  friendly^* 
ciety^  might  be  well  allowed  to  claim  the  pvim  whioh  his  worst 
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^e  Dean  is,  I  think,  without  exception^  the  best 
nd  most  correct  writer  of  English  that  has  ever  yet 
ppeared  as  an  author ;  I  was  therefore  unwilling 
ny  thing  should  be  cavilled  at  as  ungrammatical : 
e  is  besides  the  most  patient  of  criticism  of  all  I 
ver  knew  ;  which  perhaps  is  not  the  least  sign  of 
great  genius  >■!  have  therefore  ventured  to 
dake  these  objections  to  you  ;  in  which,  however^ 
3r  the  most  part,  I  submitted  my  own  opinion  to 
he  judgment  of  others.  I  had  something  to  add 
oncerning  the  notes,  bat  I  have  not  room  in  this 
►aper— but  I  will  give  you  the  trouble  of  reading 
nother  letter.  Believe  me.  Madam,  your  most 
bedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

W.K. 


FROM  MRS  WHITEWAY  TO  MR 
RICHARDSON. 

March  28t  1739. 

Sib, 
Two  days  ago  I  had  the  very  great  pleasure  to 
lear  from  Mr  Swift  you  were  well.    The  acknow* 


oeniies  a>«]d  iiaidf y  deny  him*  Tbat  he  had,  upon  one  or  two 
iccaskmsy  vientioiied  Dotorious  characters,  did  not  aii^t  the 
eneral  proposition,  ^'  that  he  lash*d  the  vice  bat  spar'd  the 
tame,^'  considering  the  number  of  his  satirical  effasions.  The 
;ramnuitical  exception  to  the  word  better j  used  without  a  sub* 
tantiYe,  is  also  wtre^iawn*  By  a  better,  in  familiar  speech  or 
uniliar  poetry,  a  better  man^  or  a  better  member  of  society,  is 
cadUy  und^stood. 
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le^gineBts  he  professes  in  his.  letters  16  the  Deavt 
and  me  of  your  extraordinary  civilities  to  him^ 
make  me  perfectly  ashamed  to  think  how  ill  I  shall 
acquit  myself  hy  only  being  able  to  say  I  most  sin^ 
merely  thank  you.  W  hat  an  opportunity  have  you 
Js^id  in  my  way  of  saying  a  thousand  fine  things  on 
this  subject ;  and  yet  I  can  only  tell  you  (what 
you  already  know  to  be  a  great  truth),  that  you 
have  acted  in  this  as  you  do  in  every  thing,  friend- 
ly* politely,  and  genteelly.  All  the  returns  I  can 
make,  is  to  give  you  farther  room  to  exercise  a 
virtue  which  great  minds  only  feel,  that  of  doing 

food  to  an  ingenuous  worthy  honest  gentleman, 
'he  person  I  mean  is  counsellor  M'Aulay  ;  one  of 
tb9^e  who  stand  candidates  for  member  of  parlia- 
ment to  represent  the  university  of  Dublin,  in  the 
place  of  Dr  Coghill  deceased.  The  Dean  of  St 
Patrick's  appears  openly  for  him ;  and  I  have  his 
leave  and  command  to  tell  you,  if  you  can  do  Mr 
M'Aulay  a  piece  of  friei\dsl;iip  on  this  occasion  with 
any^  person  of  distinction  in  England,  be  will  re- 
ceive the  favour  as  done  to  himself.  After  I  have 
mentioned  the  Dean,  how  trifling  will  it  be  to  speak 
of  myself?  and  yet  I  most  earnestly  intreat  your 
interest  in  this  affair  ;  and  for  this  reason,  because 
tt  will  never  lie  in  my  way  to  make  you  any  rcr 
turn  ;  so  that  only  true  generosity  can  inspire  yon 
to  do  any  thing  at  my  request.  After  all,  I  am 
not  so  very  unreasonable  as  to  desire  a  favour  of 
this  nature  if  it  be  irfcsotne  to  you.  Tell  me,  sir^ 
*can  you  do  any  thing  in  this  matter  ?  and  will  you 
undertake  it  ?  for  your  word  I  know  can  be  de- 
pended upon.  There  is  one  hint  that  perhaps  1 
am  impertinent  in  offering,  that  all  great  bodies  of 
men  (or  who  at  least  think  themselves  so)  let  their 
inclinations  be  ever  so.  much  in  prejudice  of  one 
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peinoii  (as  I  take.il  to  bei  the  case  df  Mr  M^Aulay)» 
yet  wait  for  the  interfering  of  the  higher  powers  ; 
go  thai  if,  by  your  good  offices,  the  lord-lieutenant 
cart  be  prevailed  oil  to  recommedd  him  to  the  pro^ 
vost  and  fellows  of  the  university,  his  interest 
would  be  certainly  fixed  ;  but  this,  tind  the  man- 
tier  of  doing  it,  1  submit  to  your  superior  judg- 
ment. 

The  Dean  of  St  Patrick's  presents  yoii  hiff  most 
affectionate  love  and  service  ;-»-<hese  were  his  dwn 
words.  He  is  better  both  in  health  and  hearing 
than  I  have  known  him  thrae  twelve  months  ;  but 
so  indolent  in  writing,  that  he  will  scarce  put  his 
name  to  a  receipt  for  money.  This  he  has  like- 
wise ordered  me  to  tell  you  as  an  apology  f6r  not 
writing  to  you  himself,  and  not  want  of  the  high^ 
est  esteem  for  you. 

Do  you,  sir,  ever  intend  to  see  this  kingdon^ 
again?  What  time  may  we  expect  it?  When 
may  I  hope  you  will  perform  your  promise  to  let 
Miss  Richardson  spend  some  months  with  me?  and 
do  you  ever  intend  to  write  s^ain  to  your  friends 
in  Dublin  ?  I  am,  Sir^  with  the  highest  esteem 
and  respect,  your  most  humble  and  most  obedient 
servant. 

Mar.  Whiteway. 


.  FROM  MR  RICHARDSON  TO  MRS 
WHITEWAY* 

London,  April  5^  1739» 

Dear  Madam, 
I  AM  indeed  much  ashamed  that  I  have  so  many 
favours  from  you  to  acknowledge  at  one  time.  You 
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may  believe  me  when  I  assure  you  that  my  aileoce 
has  not  proceeded  from  want  of  respect  and  esteem 
for  you.  I  would  not  put  on  the  affectation  of 
much  business  as  an  excuse  to  any  body,  much 
less  to  you ;  sdthoogh  the  truth  is,  that  I  am  hur- 
ried almost  out  of  my  life  with  the  attendance  and 
itrmtng  about  things  I  have  undertaken  for  some 
friends. 

The  Dean's  recommendation  and  youns,  with* 
out  any  other  consideration  whatever,  would  in> 
duce  me  to  do  my  utmost  to  serve  Mr  M'Aulay, 
as  I  have  told  him  by  this  post,  when  I  thought  I 
should  not  trouble  you  with  a  iew  lines*  He  will 
acquaint  you  with  what  I  have  done,  by  which  yoi^ 
will  see  that  I  lost  no  time ;  and  I  have  hopes  to 
obtain  the  lord-lieutenant's  countenance  for  him. 

I  will  endeavour  to  introduce  Mr  Swift  ♦  to  the 
acquaintance  of  some  persons  before  I  leave  this  ; 
whose  countenance  and  friefidship  will  at  least  give 

a  young  gentleman  a  good  air 4iis  owii  merit 

eutit\mJaam  xo  4he esteem  and  regard  of  such  as 
shall  have  the  happiness  to  be  acquainted  with  him : 
I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  introducing  me  to 
him.  I  have  only  time  tx>  add  my  most  hearty  thanks 
for  the  same,  and  to  assure  you  that  any  opportu- 
nity of  expressing  the  esteem  I  have  for  the  Dean, 
which  is  the  highest,  and  for  you,  will  ever  give 
me  the  greatest  pleasure.  I  am,  Madam,  your 
most  obliged  and  most  truly  faithful  servant, 

William  Richardson. 


*  William  Swift,  Esq.  then  a  studeat  «t  the  MifMIe  Temple. 
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FROM  MR  RICHARDSON. 

London,  April  10,  1739. 
Dear  Sir, 

It  is  an  age  since  I  bad  the  honour  of  a  line  from 
you.  Your  friend  Mr  Alderman  Barber,  whose 
veneration  for  you  prompts  him  to  do  any  thing  he 
can  think  of  that  can  show  his  respect  and  aiffec* 
tion,  made  a  present  to  the  university  of  Oxford 
of  the  original  picture  done  for  you  by  Jervas,  to 
do  honour  to  the  university  by  your  being  placed 
in  theeallery  among  the  most  renowned,  ^^d  dis- 
tinguished personages  this  island  has  produced; 
but  first  had  a  copy  taken,  and  then  had  the  ori- 
ginal set  in  a  fine  rich  frame,  and  sent  it  to  Ox- 
lord,  after  concerting  with  lord  Bolingbroke,  the 
vice-chancellor,  and  Mr  Pope,  as  I  remember^ 
the  inscription  to  be  under  the  picture,  a  copy 
whereof  is  inclosed.  The  alderman  had  a  very 
handsome  compliment  from  the  vice-chancellor, 
in  the  name  of  all  the  heads  of  houses  there,  and 
by  their  direction  :  wherein  there  is  most  honour- 
able mention  of  the  Dean  of  St  Patrick's  on  that 
occasion. 

Seeing  an  article  in  the  London  Evening  Post 
upon  your  picture,  which  was  drawn  at  the  re- 
quest and  expence  of  the  chapter  of  your  cathe- 
dral, being  put  up  in  the  deanery,  Alderman  Bar- 
ber took  the  hint,  and  caused  what  you  see  in  the 
London  Evening  Post  of  this  day  to  be  printed 
therein.  He  knows  nothing  of  my  writing  to  you 
at  this  time  ;  but  I  thought  it  right  that  you  should 
be  acquainted  how  intent  he  is,  all  manner  of  ways, 
to  show  the  effects  of  the  highest  friendship,  kind- 
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led  to  a  flame  by  the  warmest  sense  of  gratitude^ 
and  the  most  exalted  esteem  and  veneration. 

Mrs  Whiteway,  and  Mr  M'Aulay,  can  inform^ 
you  how  absohite  youi  commands  are  with  me. 
Since  you  recommended  him,  he  is  sure  of  the  ut- 
most 1  can  do  for  him. 

Sir,  if  1  have  not  a  few  words  from  you,  I  shall 
conclade  that  you  think  me  troublesome,  and  are 
resolved  to  get  rid  of  my  impertinence.  It  will  be 
two  or  three  months  before  I  can  get  from  hence, 
although  I  am  impatient  to  be  at  home ;  butwhere-» 
ever  I -am,  or  however  engaged,  1  am  always,  deair 
Sir,  your  most  obliged  and  most  truly  faithful  ser- 
vant, 

William  Richardson. 

My  best  respects  wait  upon  Mrs  Whiteway. 


TO  THE  REVEREND  MR  KING. 

MoQ^7  mom. 
Sir, 
I  HAVE  often  desired  to  talk  with  you  about  the 
Wednesday  dinner,  but  could  never  see  you.  Mra 
Sican  is  to  buy  the  dinner ;  for  which  I  advanced  q. 
moidore  and  a  double  pistole.  I  hoped  you  would 
have  wrote  to  Dr  Wilson,  and  taken  some  care 
about  the  wine,  for  I  have  none  to  spare.  Pray 
let  me  know  whether  you  are  content  to  take  your 
usual  trouble  on  these  occasions. 

I  am,  your  obedient  humble  servant, 

J.  Swift, 
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FROM  DEAN  SWIFT  AND  MRS  WHITE- 
WAY  TO  MR  RICHARDSON. 


April  17,  1789. 

My  very  gooi>  Friend, 
I  FIND  that  Mrs  Whiteway  pretends  to  have 
been  long  acquainted  with  you  ;  but  upon  a  strict 
examination  I  discovered  that  all  the  acquaintance 
was  only  at  the  deanery-house,  where  she  had  the 
good  fortune  to  see  you  once  or  twice  at  most.  I 
am  extremely  obliged  to  you  for  your  favours  to 
Mr  M'Aulay,  for  whose  good  sense  and  virtues  of 
every  kind  1  have  highly  esteemed  him  ever  since 
I  had  the  happiness  of  knowing  him.  If  he  suc- 
ceeds in  his  election,  it  will  be  chiefly  by  your 
good  offices  ;  and  you  have  my  hearty  thanks  for 
what  you  have  already  done.  I  know  you  often 
see  my  honest  hearty  friend  Alderman  Barber ;  and 
pray  let  him  know  that  I  command  him  to  continue 
his  friendship  to  you,  although  he  is  your  abso- 
lute governor.  I  am  very  much  obliged  to  the  al- 
derman and  you  for  your  civilities  to  young  Swift. 
Mrs  Whiteway  says  he  is  my  cousin  ;  which  will 
not  be  to  his  advantage,  for  I  hate  all  relations; 

and  I Sir,  I  have  snatched  the  pen  out  of  the 

Dean's  band,  who  seems,  by  his  countenance,  to 
incline  to  finish  his  letter  with  my  faults  as  he  be- 
gan it.  Where  there  is  so  large  a  scope,  and  such 
a  writer,  you  may  believe  I  should  not  like  to  have 
my  character  drawn  by  him.  However,  I  think 
for  once  be  is  mistaken ;  I  mean  in  the  article  of 
what  he  calls  vanity,  and  which  I  term  a  laudable 
ambition,  the  honour  of  being  known  to  you,  and 
bragging  of  it  as  some  merit  to  myself,  to  be  dis- 
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tinguished  by  you.  Have  I  not  reason  to  boast, 
when  you  tell  me  my  recommendation  wilt  hav^ 
weight  with  you  ?  and  bow  great  must  be  the  obli- 
gation that  words  cannot  express  ?  Gr&titude,  like 
grief,  dwells  only  in  the  mind,  and  can  best  be 
guessed  at  when  it  was  too  great  to  be  told,  and 
most  certsunly  lessens  when  we  are  capable  of  de- 
claring it.  I  never  doubted  Mr  M*Aulay*s  success 
if  you  undertook  his  cause,  nor  your  indefatigable 
friendship  for  those  who  have  the  good  fortune  to 
gain  your  esteem.  Mr  Swift  I  wish  may  be  in  the 
number.  This  1  am  sure  of,  that  his  virtue  and 
konour  will  never  give  me  reason  to  repent  that  I 
introduced  him  to  you,  which  is  the  only  fevo«r 
I  hoped  for  him ;  but  you,  Sir,  never  do  things  1^ 
halves. 

I  know  you  are  hurried  on  many  occasions  j 
therefore  I  do  not  expect  a  letter  unless  you  are 
perfectly  disengaged.  Sometimes  we  are  in  ^idx 
a  state  of  indolence,  that  half  an  hour  is  trifled 
away  in  doing  nothing.  When  you  find  yourself 
in  this  situation,  tell  me  in  two  or  three  lines  yoa 
are  well,  and  command  Miss  Richardson  to  come  to 
me.  My  daughter  most  earnestly  joins  witb  me  ia 
this  request,  and  entreats  you  to  believe  Umt  she 
is,  with  as  great  respect  as  I  am,  Sir,  your  mosc 
hnmble  and  most  obedieat  servant, 

M.  WhIX£WAT» 
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FROM  MR  RICHARDSON. 

DfiitE    SlKy 

I  WROTE  thin  morning  to  Mrs  Whiteway  a  few 
linos  in  much  hurry,  and  I  write  this  to  you  in 
Guildhall^  by  Alderman  Barber's  direction.  Beside 
a  letter  from  you  to  the  Society,  whose  address  is 
iil^Mrs  Whiteway's  letter,  he  thinks  a  memonal 
<tf  petition  from^  Mv  Dunkin  to  the  Society  will  be 
of  use  ;  and  if  you  write  to  Mr  Pppe»  the  alder- 
man thinks  he  will  get  one  vote,  which  he  can  fix 
90  way  of  obtaining  but  through  Pope^  I  am  ever, 
4ear  Sir,,  your  most  obliged  and  moist  affectionate 
^9ible  servant,    ; 

I  should  think  it  would  be  right, in  Mr  Duqlfin  to 

<;onie  over  the  .moment   he  hears  of  Squirm's 

death.    I  wrote  by  this  post  to  ^  nephew,  to 

.let  you  know  the  moment  he  4ie9)  if  the  life 

should  be  in  him  when  my  let^r  goes  to  him. 
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TO  THE  HONOURABLE  THE  SOCIETY  OF  THE  60-' 
YEENOR  AND  ASSISTANTS,  LONDON,  FOR  THE 
NEW  PLANTATION  IN  ULSTER,  WITHIN  THE 
REALM  OF  IRELAND,  AT  THE  CHAMBER  IN 
GUILDHALL,   LONDON.' 

April  19,  17S8f. 

Worthy  Gentlemen, 

I  heartily  recommend  to  your  very  worship- 
ful society,  the  reverend  Mr  William  Dunkin,  • 
for  the  living  of  Colrane,  vacant  by  the  death  of 
Dr  Squire.  Mr  Dunkin  is  a  gentleman  of  great 
learning  and  wit,  true  religion,  and  excellent  fno- 
rals.  It  is  only  for  these  qualifications  that  I  re- 
commend him  to  your  patronage;  and  I  am  confi- 
dent that  you  will  never  repent  the  choice  of  such 
a  man,  who  will  be  ready  at  any  time,  to  obey  your 
cddimands.  You  have  my  best  wishes,  and  all  my 
endeavours  for  your  prosperity :  and  I  shall,  dur- 
ing my  life,  continue  to  be,  with  the  truest  respect 
and  highest  esteem. 

Worthy  Sirs, 

Your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

JoN.  Swift. 


«  See  Alderman  Barber's  letter^  March  13>  1738«-— N. 
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FROM  MRS  WHITEWAY  TO  MR 
RICHARDSON. 

April  19,  1730. 
SlR) 

1  NOW  give  you  an  opportunity  of  adding  a  new 
petition  i  n  your  prayers, — From  female  impertinence, 
good  Lord  deliver  me.  Yet  this  trouble  you  brought 
on  yourself;  and  therefore  I  will  make  no  apology 
for  it.  Mr  Dunkin's  case  comes  now  under  your 
care.  You  were  the  first  promoter  of  it ;  and  to  you 
only  are  his  obligations  due.  Mr  Squire  died  the 
14th  of  this  month;  and  by  this  post  the  Dean  has 
writ  to  Alderman  Barber  in  Mr  Dunkin's  favour. 
He  has  commanded  me  to  entreat  your  friendship 
for  him  with  the  alderman  and  the  society :  and  says, 
he  knows  you  will  pardon  him  that  he  does  not  write 
to  you  himself  on  the  occasion  ;  for  his  head  is  very 
much  out  of  order  to  day.  There  is  one  artiple  in 
the  Dean's  letter  he  has  left  out,  and  another  insert- 
ed, much  against  my  inclination.  The  first  is,  that  he 
omitted  mentioning  Mr  Dunkin  as  a  worthy  good 
man,  which  in  my  opinion  is  more  material  than 
being  a  poet  or  a  scholar  :  although,  when  joined 
with  these,  make  a  most  amiable  character:  the 
other  is,  troubling  the  alderman  to  know  there  is 
such  an  insignificant  person  in  the  world  as  Mrs 
Whiteway ;  but  the  tyrant  Dean  will  say  and  do  just 
as  he  pleases.  The  enclosed  was  sent  me  by  Mr 
Dunkin,  not  knowing  how  to  direct  to  you.  I  now 
promise  you,  Sir,  to  tease  you  no  more  with  my 
letters,  unless  you  command  me  to  pay  you  my 
most  humble  respects ;  and  then  you  shall  be  obey- 
ed with  pleasure,  by.  Sir,  your  most  obliged  and 
most  obedient  servant, 

Mar.  WmxEWAY. 
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TO  MR  ALDERMAN  BARBER. 

Dablin,  April  19,  1739. 

SD, 

s  actually  dead ;  be  died 
Qontb,  and  now  you  have 
f  me  in  giving  Squire's 
lliam  Duukin,  who  is  an 
ps  a  school  in  my  neigh- 
a  very  fine  poet.     My 
jive  you  a  better  account 
^unkin  is  a  married  man  ; 
^at  moment;  and  in  the 
d,  although  it  be  the  best 
cm,  a  wife  will  be  conve- 
chelors  (I  own  I  am  your 
senior)  could  never  consent  to  take  so  good  example, 
by  endeavouring  to  multiply  the  world.     I  heartily 
thank  you  for  your  civilities  to  young  Swift.     It 
seenis  he  is  a  relation  of  mine.     And  there  is  one 
Mrs  Whiteway,  a  widow»  the  only  cousin  of  my  fa- 
mily for  whom  I  have  any  sort  of  friendship  ;  it  was 
she  prevailed  with  me  to  introduce  the  young  man  to 
you.     He  is  a  younger  brother,  and  his  portion  is 
only  100 1,  a-year  English.     You  will  oblige  me  if 
you  can  bear  seeing  him  once  a  quarter  at  his  lodg- 
ing near  the  Temple,  where  he  designs  to  study  the 
law;  and  so  I  have  done  with  ever  troubling  you, 
my  dear  friend;    Where  is  Mr  Lewis  ?  Some  months 
ago  he  writ  to  me  with  many  complaints  of  his  ill 
health,  and  the  effect  of  old  age,  in  both  which  I  caa 
overmatch  you  and  him,  beside  my  giddy  head^ 
deafness,  and  forgetfulness  into  the  bargain.     I  hear 
our  friend  Lord  Bolingbroke  has  sold  Dawley  ;  I 
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wish  you  could  tell  me  iu  what  condition  he  t$,  both 
«s  to  health  nod  fortuoa ;  ond  where  Im  bdy  lives^ 
and  how  they  agree.  If  you  visit  my  Lord  and 
Lady  Oxford  abd  their  daughter,  who  is  now  as  I 
hear  a  duchess,  or  any  other  friedd  of  ours^  let  them 
have  the  offers  of  my  humbtte  service*  May  you, 
my  most  dear  friend^  preserve  your  health,  aiid  live 
as  k>ag  as  you  desire !  I  am  ever,  with  the  greatest 
truth  a^  eirtecin,  ^our  most  obedient  hunu>le  ser- 
vant, and  entire  firiend, 

f  Jon.  SwifT, 

I  desire  yob  will  give  iBly  most  hearty  service  to 
Mr  Pope;  and  let  bioi  kikow  that  I  have  pro* 
vided  tor  Mr  Lamb,  whom  he  recommended  to 
me,  with  a  tuU  vicar  choralship  in  my  choix. 
And  pray  let  me  know,  the  state  of  Mr  Pope^s 
health* 


DR  DUNKIN  TO  MRS  WHITEWAY, 

April  2d,  1737. 
Madam, 
'  As  it  was  through  your  countenance  I  had  the 
honour  of  being  first  introduced  to  the  most  worthy 
Dean  of  St  Patrick,*  I  must  have  thought  myself 
under  the  highest  obligation  to  you ;  but  the  conti- 
nuance of  your  friendship,  through  so  many  repeated 
acts  of  generosity ,  and  the  course  of  his  gracious  en« 


*  It  was  Faulkner  who  first  introduced  him  to  Dr  Swift^  bj 
takbg  much  pains  and  trouble  to  accomplish  it^^-F* 
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deavours  to  raise  my  reputation  and  fortone,  are 
such  things  as  I  must  ever  remember  and  expKss 
with  a  very  deep  sense  of  gratitude* 

The  fatigue  of  writing  so  many  letters  lately  in 
my  fet<!mr,  was  indeed  what  I  could  not  in  reason 
expect  even  from  his  humanity,  were  I  worthy  of 
them^  and  I  can  only  say,  the  Dean  of  St  Patrick 
is  unwearied  in  doing  good^  and  that  he  who  could 
rise  to  preserve  a  nation,  will  descend  to^reiieve  an 
individual. 

The  sense  of  my  own  demerit,  and  the  just  awe 
in  which  I  stand  before  so  great  and  good  a  man, 
will  not  allow  me  either  that  freedom  of  speech,  or 
writing,  which  is  requisite  to  let  him  understand 
with  what  love,  veneration,  and  respect  of  his  per- 
son I  reflect  upon  the  many  instances  of  his  tender 
concern  and  uncommon  zeal  for  my  welfare.  This 
is  a  duty  I  most  earnestly  wish,  but  am  altogether 
unable  to  perform,  and  such  as  I  entreat  you,  dear 
Madam,  to  undertake  for  me;  your  compliance  in 
which  will  be  yet  another,  among  the  many  and 
weighty  obligations  laid  upon  your  most  dutiful, 
obedient,  devoted  servant, 

WlLtlAM  DUNKIN. 


TO  MR  POPE. 

Dublin,  April  28,  1739. 

Deab  Sih, 

The  gentleman  who  will  have  the  honour  to 

deliver  you  this,  although  he  be  one  related  to  me, 

which  is  by  no  means  any  sort  of  recommendation; 

for  I  am  utterly  void  of  what  the  world  calls  natural 

5 


Digitized  by 


Google 


BPISTOLARY  CORBESPONDBKCB.  SSS 

affection,  and  with  good  reason,  because  tb^  are 
a  numerous  race  degenerating  from  their  ancestors, 
who  were  of  good  esteem  for  their  loyalty  and  suf- 
ferings in  the  rebellion  against  King  Charles  the 
First.     This  cousin  of  mine,  who  is  so  desirous  to 
wait  on  you,  is  named  Deane  Swift,  because  ha 
great  grandfather  by  the  grandmother's  side  was 
Admiral  Deane,  who  having  been  one  of  the  regi- 
cides, had  the  good  fortune  to  save  his  neck  by 
dying  a  year  or  two  before  the  Restoration. 

I  have  a  great  esteem  for  Mr  Deane  Swift,  who 
is  much  the  most  valuable  of  any  of  his  family:  he 
was  first  a  student  in  this  university,  and  finished 
his  studies  in  Oxford,  where  Dr  King,  principal  of 
St  Mary  Hall,  assured  me,  that  Mr  Swift  behaved 
himself  with  good' reputation  and  credit;  he  hath 
a  very  good  taste  for  wit,  writes  agreeable  and  enter- 
taining verses,  and  is  a  perfect  master  equally  skilled 
in  the  best  Greek  and  Roman  authors.     He  has  a 
true  spirit  for  liberty,  and  with  all  these  advantages 
is  extremely  decent  and  modest.     Mr  Swift  is  heir 
to  the  little  paternal  estate  of  our  family  at  Goodrich 
in  Herefordshire.    My  grandfather  *  was  so  perse- 
cuted and  plundered  two  and  fifty  times  by  the  bar- 
barity of  Cromweirs  hellish  crew,  of  which  I  find 
an  account  in  a  book  called  ^^  Mercurius  Rusticus," 
that  the  poor  old  gentleman  was  forced  to  sell  the 
better  half  of  his  estate  to  support  his  family. -j* 
However,  three  of  his  sons  had  better  fortune;  for, 
coming  over  to  this  kingdom,  and  taking  to  the  law. 


*  The  ReT.  Thomas  Swift,  parso?  of  Grodwich,  ia  Hereford, 
shire. 

f  The  account  of  their  sufferings  are  to  be  found  in  Mercurius 
Rasticiis.  Edition  1685,  p.  82.  and  are  briefly  noticed  in  the 
Don's  life. 
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tiiey  dl  purchased  good  estates,  of  which  MrDeane 
Swift  has  a  good  shai*ej  but  wiih  some  incumbrance. 
I  had  a  mind  tliat  this  young  gentteman  should 
have  the  honour  of  being  known  to  you  ;  which  is 
all  the  fevour  I  ask  for  hiin ;  and  that  if  he  stays 
aay  time  longer  in  London  than  hcf  now  intends, 
you  will  permit  him  to  wait  on  you  somethnes.  I 
am^i'my  dem'est  friend, 

Your  mosO;  obedient 

and  most  humble  servant, 

JotJ.  SwiPT. 


TO  THE  SAME. 

May  10, 1930i 

You  are  to  suppose,  for  the  little  time  I  shall  live, 
that  my  memory  is  entirely  gone,  and  especial^ 
of  any  thing  that  was  told  me  last  night,  or  this 
morning,  t  have  one  favour  to  entreat  from  you, 
I  know  the  high  esteem  and  friendship  you  bear 
to  your  friend  Mr  Lyttelton,  whom  you  call  "  the 
rising  genius  of  this  age/*  His  fame,  his  virtue, 
honour,  and  courage,  have  been  early  spread,  even 
among  us,  I  find  he  is  secretary  to  the  Frince  of 
Wales;  and  his  royal  highness  has  been  for  several 
years  chancellor  of  the  university  in  Dublin.  All 
this  is  a  prelude  to  a  request  I  am  going  to  make  to 
you.  There  is  in  this  city  one  Alexander  M'Aulay, 
a  lawyer  of  great  distinction  ior  skill  and  honesty, 
zealous  for  the  liberty. of  the  subject,  and  loyal  to 
the  house  of  Hanover;  and  particularly  to  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  for  his  highnesses  love  to  both 
kingdoms. 
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Mr  M^AuIay  is  now  soliciting  for  a  seat  in  per- 
Imxk&kt  here,  vacant  by  tbe4eath  of  Dr  CoghiU,  a 
civilian,  who  was  one  <tf  the  peisons  chosen  for  this 
university:  and, as  bi& royal  highaess^contkmes still 
chancellor  c^  it,  there  is  no  person  so  proper  to  no» 
ininate  the  representative  as  himself.  If  ^\4  favour 
can  be  procured,  by  your  good-will  and  Mr  Lytlel^ 
ton^s  int^reet,  it  will  be  a  particular  obligation  lo 
me,  and  grateful  to  the  people  ol' Ireland,  In^vi-ng 
them  oue  of  their  own  nation  to  represent  this  uni- 
versity. 

There  is  a  man  in  nnr  choir,  one  Mr  Lamb;  he 
has  at  present  but  half  a  vicarship ;  the  value  of 
it  is  not  quite  fifty  pounds  per  annum.  You  writ 
to  me  in  his  favour  some  months  ago ;  and,  if  I  out- 
live any  one  vicar-ichoral,  Mr  Lamb  shall  certainly 
have  a  full  place,  because  he  very  well  deserves  it ; 
and  I  am  obliged  to  you  very  much  for  recommend- 
ing him. 


FROM  ME  SECRETARY  LYTTLETON. 

LondoD,  May  16^  r73d. 
Sir, 
I  CANNOT  let  Mr  Swift  return  to  Ireland  withoiM: 
my  acknowledgments  to  you  for  the  favour  you 
have  done  Mr  Lamb,*  I  know  that  I  ought  to 
ascribe  it  wholly  to  Mr  Pope's  recommendation, 
as  I  have  not  the  happiness  to  be  known  to  you 


*  See  the  Isst  letter* 
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myself;  but  gire  me  leare  to  take  this  occasioD 
of  assuring  you  how  much  I  wish  to  be  in  the 
number  of  your  friemis.  I  think  I  can  be  so  even 
at  this  distance,  and  though  we  should  never,  come 
to  a  nearer  acquaintance ;  for.  the  reputation  of 
some  men  is  amiable,  and  one  can  loye  their 
characters  without  knowing  their  persons. 

If  it  could  ever  be  in  my  power  to  do  you.  any 
service  in  this  country,  the  employing  me  in  it 
would  be  a  new  favour  to.  Sir,  your  c^liged  bumble 
servant, 

G#  Lyxxletoh* 


FROM  MR  POPK 

May  173  173P. 
Dearest  Sir, 
Every  time  I  see  your  hand,  it  is  the  greatest 
satisfaction  that  any  writing  can  give  me  ;  and  I  am 
in  proportion  grieved  to  find,  that  several  of  my 
letters  to  testify  it  to  you  miscarry ;  and  you  ask  me 
the  same  question  again  which  I  prolixly  have  an- 
swered before.  Your  last,  which  was  delivered  me 
by  Mr  Swift,  inquires,  where  and  how  is  Lord  Bo- 
lingbroke?  who,  in  a  paragraph  in  my  last,  under 
his  own  hand,  gave  you  an  account  of  himself; 
^n4  I  employed  almost  a  whole  letter  oi}  his  affairs 
afterward.  He  has  sold  Dawley  for  twenty-six 
thousand  pounds,  much  to  his  own  satisfaction.  His 
plan  of  life  is  now  a  very  agreeable  one  in  the 
finest  country  in  Fraiice,  divided  between  study 
and  exercise;  for  he  still  reads  or  writes  five  or 
six  hours  a-day,  and  generally  hunts  twice  a-week* 
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He  has  the  wbole  forest  of  Fountaiobleaa  at  his 
command)  with  the  king's  stables,  dogs,  &c.,  his 
ladjr's  son-'in-law  being  governor  of  that  place. 
She  resides  most  part  of  the  year  with  my  lord,  at  a 
large  house  they  have  hired  ;  and  the  rest  with  her 
diiughter,  who  is  abbess  of  a  royal  convent  in  the 
neigiibourhood* 

1  never  saw  him  in  stronger  health  or  in  better 
humour  with  his  friends,  or  more  indifferent  and 
dispassionate  to  his  enemies.  He  is  seriously  set 
upon  writing  some  parts  of  the  history  of  his  times, 
which  he  has  begun  by  a  noble  introduction, present*^ 
iQg  a  view  of  the  whole  state  of  Europe,  from  the 
Pyrenean  treaty.  He  has  hence  deduct  a  summary 
sketch  of  the  natural  and  incidental  interests  of  each 
kingdom;  and  how  they  have  varied  from,  or  ap^ 
proached  to,  the  true  politics  of  each,  in  the  several 
administrations  to  this  time.  The  history  itself  wiU 
be  particular  only  on  such  facts  and  anecdotes  as  he 
personally  knew,  or  produces  vouchers  for,  both 
from  home  and  abroad.  This  puts  into  my  mind  to 
tell  you  a  fear  he  expressed  lately  to  me,  that  some 
facts  in  your  History  of  the  Queen's  Last  Years 
(which  he  read  here  with  me  in  1727)  are  not  ex^ 
actly  stated,  and  that  he  may  be  obliged  to  vary 
from  them,  in  relation,  I  believe,  to  the  conduct  of 
the  Eairl  of  Oxford,  of  which  great  care  surely  should 
betaken.^  And  he  told  me,  that,  when  he  saw 
you  in  1727,  he  made  you  observe  them;  and  that 
you  promised  you  would  take  care. 


*  It  may  be  easily  supposed  tliat  Swift  and  Bolingbroke 
-vfpuld  tiave  differed  widely  in  their  account  of  tiiat  statesman's 
conduct ;  whom  the  foriaer  honoured,  and  the  latter  detested^  he^ 
^ond  all  men  liTing. 
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We  very  often  cocaiiieaMM^ated  y^  iduiing  jdie  j6t# 
moQlhs  we  lived  together  at  TurickeQlu^tm :  9t 
wbieb  place  could  1  see  you  agaia,  as  I  may  hope 
to  see  bim,  I  would  envy  no  country  m  the  worlds 
wd  think,  not  Dublin  only,  but  France  and  Italy^ 
not  worth  the  visatio^  once  more  in  my  life.  The 
inention  of  travelling  introduces  your  old  acquaint* 
tfice  Mr  J^vas,  who  went  to  Rom^  wd  Naples 
purely  in  search  of  health.  An  asthma  has  reduced 
bis  body,  but  his  spirit  retains  all  its  vigour ;  and 
he  is  returned,  declaring  life  itself  not  worth  a 
day's  journey  at  the  expense  of  parting  from  one's 
friends. 

Mr  Lewis  every  day  renuembecs  you.  I  lie  ^ 
his  honse  in  town.  Dr  Arbuthnot'a  daughter  does 
not  degenerate  from  the  humour  ^nd  goodness  of 
ber  father.  I  l(we  her  much.  She  is  like  Gay, 
very  idle,  very  ingenious,,  and  inflexibly  honest. 
Mrs  Patty  Blount  is  one  of  the  most  considerate 
and  mindful  women  in  the  world  toward  others, 
<the  least  so  in  regard  to  herself;  she  speaks  of  you 
constantly.  I  scarcely  know  two  more  woipen 
worth  naming  to  you  :  the  rest  are  ladies,  run  after 
music,  and  play  at  cards. 

I  always  make  your  compliments  to  Lord  Oxford 
and  Lord  Masham,  when  I  see  them.  I  see  John 
Barber  seldom :  but  always  find  him  proud  of  some 
letter  from  you.  I  did  my  best  with  him,  in  behalf 
of  one  of  your  friends  ;  and  spoke  to  Mr  Lytteltoa 
for  the  other,  who  was  more  prompt  to  catch  then  I 
to  give  fire,  and  flew  to  the  prince  that  instant,  who 
was  pleased  to  please  me*^ —  .* 

You  ask  me,  how  I  am  at  court.  I  keep  my  old 
<walk,  and  deviate  from  it  to  no  court.  The  prince 
shows  me  a  distinction  beyond  any  merit  or  pre- 
tence on  my  part ;  and  I  have  received  a  present 
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foc^Q  Km  of  some  marble  beads  of  poets  for  my 
library^  aad  some  urns  far  my  gvdeB.  The  mitt* 
sterial  writers  rail  at  me ;  yet  I  have  no  quarrd 
with  their  masters,  nor  think  it  of  weight  enough  to 
complain  of  them.  I  am  iFery  well  with  the  cour-  . 
tiers  I  ever  was  or  would  be  iacquaiuted  with :  At 
least,  they  are  civil  to  me ;  ^which  is  all  I  ask  from 
courtiers,  and  ail  a  wise  man  will  ^ipect  from 
them.  The  Duchess  of  Marlborough  makes  great 
court  to  me;  but  I  am  too  old  for  her  mind 
lusd  body ;  yet  I  cultivate  some  young  people's 
friendship,  because  they  may  be  honest  men; 
whereas  the  old  ones  experience  too  often  provesnot 
to  be  so,  I  having  dropped  ten  where  1  have  taken 
up  one,  and  1  hope  to  play  the  better  with  fewer  in 
my  hand.  There  is  a  Lord  Corabury,  ^  L<hx1  Pol- 
worth,  a  Mr  Murray,^  and  <Hie  or  two  more  with 
whom  I  would  never  ^r  to  hold  out  against  all  the 
corruption  iq  the  world. 

You  complipsei^t  me  in  vain  upon  retaining  my 
poetical  spirit :  I  am  sinking  fast  in  prose ;  aod^  if 
I  ever  write  more,  it  ought  (at  these  ^^ears  and 
in  these  times)  to  be  something,  the  matter  of 
which  will  give  a  value  to  the  work,  not  merely  the 
manner. 

Since  my  protest  (for  so  I  call  my  dialogue  f  of 
1738)  I  have  written  but  ten  lines,  which  1  will 
send  you.  They  are  an  insertion  for  the  next  new 
eniititm  of  the  Punciad,  which  generally  is  reprinted 
once  in  two  years.    In  the  second  canto,  amcmg 


•  The  ta0t  Lord  Mardmiost,  aad  the  celebnted  Lord  Mans* 
field. 

f  Epilofse  to  the  Satires.— -Bowles. 
VOL.  X}X.  T 
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the  authors*  who  live  in  Fleet-ditch,  immediately 
after  Astial,  verse  900,  add  these : 

Next  plntig'd  ft  fedble  bnt  a  desp'rate  pack, 
^  Witk  each  a/ikklj  bvoAer at  hiB  fayi^k ; « 
'  Sons  of  a  da^i  just  buojaot  on  the  flood» 
Then  numbered  with  the  puppies  in  the  mud. 
Ask  ye  their  names  f  I  could  as  sbon  disclose 
The  naoiea  of  tiiese  blind  puppies  as  of  these. 
East  bjr,  like  Nidie^  her  chttdrm  foot. 
Sits  motiier  Osborne,  f  stupified  to  stone  ; 
And  rueful  Paxton  %  tells  the  world  with  tears, 
These  are— ah !  no ;  these  were  my  Gazetteers.'* 

Having  nothing  to  tell  you  of  my  poetry,  I  come 
to  what  is  now  my  chief  care,  my  health  and  amuse- 
ment: the  first  is  better,  as  to  headaches;  worse, 
as  to  weakness  and  nerves.  The  changes  of  weather 
aflect  me  much  ;  otherwise  I  want  not  spirits,  ex- 
cept when  indigestions  prevail.  The  mornings  are 
my  life  ;  in  the  evenings  I  am  not  dead  indeed,  but 
sleep  and  am  stupid  enough.  I  love  reading  still, 
better  than  conversation :  but  my  eyes  fail ;  and,  at 
the  hours  when  most  people  indulge  in  company, 
I  am  tired,  and  find  the  labour  of  the  past  day  suf- 
ficient to  weigh  me  down.    So  I  hide  myself  in 


*  ^^  They  print  one  at  the  back  of  the  other,  to  send  iftto  O^ 
country.'*— Pope,  MS.  note.  These  were  daily  papers,  a  num. 
bei*  of  which,  to  lessen  the  expence,  were  printed  at  the  back  of 
aiiothtr.*i<<See  ^  DMdad %.  "^ 

f  Osborne  was  ^e  assumed  name  of  the  publisher  of  the 
Gazetteer.—BowLES.  The  real  author  was  said. to  be  a  wo* 
man. 

%^^  K  solicitor,  who  procured  and  paid  those  writers."— 9fr 
Pope's  MS.  note.    Afterwards  thus  altered : 

^  And  moDumental  brais  this  record  bears, 
These  are,"  &C. 
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bed,  as  a  bird  ia  bis  oest,  much  dbout  the  same 
time,  and  raise  and  chirp  the  earlier  in  the  mornings. 
I  often  vary  the  soene  (indeed  at  every  friend's  call) 
from  London  to  Twickenham;  or  the  contrary,  to 
receive  them,  or  be  received  by  them. 

Lord  Bathurst  is  still  my  constant  friend,  and 
yours ;  but  his  country-seat  is  now  alway*iii  Olou^ 
cestershire,  not  in  this  neighrboniiiood.  Mr  Pulte* 
ney  has  no  country-seat;  and  in  town  I  see  him 
seldom ;  but  he  always  asks  after  you.  In  the 
summer  I  generally  ramble  for  a  month  to  Lord 
Cobham's,  the  Bath,  or  elsewhere.  In  all  those 
rambles  my  mind  is  full  of  you,  and  poor  Gay,  with 
whom  I  travelled  so  delightfully  two  summers. 
Why  caunot  I  cross  the. sea  ?  The  unhappieiit  ma* 
lady  I  have  to  complain  of,  the  unhappiest  accident 
of  my  whole  life,  is  that  weakness  of  the  breast^ 
which  make  the  physicians  of  opinion  that  a  strong 
vomit  would  kill  me.  I  have  never  taken  one,  nor 
had  a  natural  motion  that  way  in  fifteen  years.  I 
went,  some  years  ago,  with  Lord  Peterborow,  about 
ten  leagues  at  sea,  purely  to  try  if  I  could  sail  with- 
out sea-sickness,  and  with  no  other  view  than  to 
make  yourself  and  Lord  Bolinghroke  a  visit  before 
1  died.^ 

But  the  experiment,  though  almost  all  the  way 
near  the  coast,  had  almost  ended  all  my  views  at 
once.  Well  then,  I  must  submit  to  live  at  the 
distance  which  fortune  has  set  us  at :  but  oiy  me- 
mory, my  aflfections,  my  esteem,  are  inseparable 
from  yoii,  and  will,  my  dear  friend,  be  for  ever 
yours. 

p,  S.— May  19.  This  I  end  at  Lord  Orrery's, 
in  company  with  Dr  King.  Wherever  I  can  find 
two  or  three  that  are  yours,  I  adhere  to  them  na- 
turally, and  by  that  title  they  become  mine.    I 
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ithsmkyou  for  scndittg  Mr  Swift*  to  »ie:  he  cuil 
^tell  3rou  more  oC  nie« 

A  SECOND  POSTSCRIPT. 

0»e  of  my  new  friends,  Mr  Lyttelton^  was  to 

€he  last  degree  glad  to  have  any  request  from  you 

to  midce  to  his  master.    The  moment  I  showed  him 

yoiir's'  tsoncerning  MrM^Aulay,  he  went  to  kim, 

and  it  was  granted,  f — He  is  extremely  obliged  for 

•  the  promotion  of  Lamb.     I  will  make  you  no  par- 

tieular  speeches  from  hinfi ;  but  you  and  he  have  a 

T-matual  right  to  each  other,      Sint  tutes  anima 

wncorde^.      He  loves  you,  though  he  sees  you 

not;  as  all  posterity  will  love^you,  who  will  not  see 

you,  but  reverence  and  admire  you. 


TO  MR  LVTTELTON. 

June  d,  173i. 

ry  hard,  by  beginning  your  let* 
I  obligation  to  me  on  account 
h  deserves  mine  and  my  chap, 
ommending  so  useful  a  person 
5  true  I  gave  Mr  Deaiie  Svi^ift 
friend  Mr  Pbpe,  thaf  he  ftiight 
to  see  and  know  so  great  at  ge<* 
so  agreeable  in  all  t>tber'g;bgd 


*  Deane  Swift,  Esq.— N.      ■    '  •-•'-■•    ••'■•'^-'r.' - 

+  See  the  Deaa^s  precjeding  letter  of  10th  May  1739> 
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qualities;  but  the  young  man  (several  years  older 
tban  you)  wa»  much  isurprised  to  dee  his  junior  ia 
so  high  a  station  as  secretary  to  bis  r^aL  bighneM 
the  Prince  of  Wales,  and  to  find  himselt'  treated  by 
you  in  so  kind  a  manner;  In  one  .article^  you  are 
greatly  mistaken :  for,  however  ignorant  we  may 
be  in  theafiairsof  England,  your  character  is  as 
well  known  among  us,  in  every  particular^  ^as  it  is 
i#  the  prince  your  master's  courts  and;  indeed  all 
over  this  poor  kingdom. 

You  will  find  that  I  have  n&t  altogeUier  fcn^oMtn 
my  old  court  politics:  for,  in  a  letter  I  wril  to 
Mr  Pope,  I  desired  him  to  recommend  Mr  M^A^t^liy 
to  your  favour  and  protection,  ai^  a  moat  w^or^y^ 
bonei^t,  and  deserving  gentleman ;  and  I  perceive 
you  have  effectually  interceded  with.the  prince,  ta 
prevail  with  the  university  to  choose  him  for  a  mem- 
ber to  represent  that  learned  body  in  parliament,  in 
the  room  of  Dr  Goghill,  deceased. 

I  have  been  just  now  informed,  that  some  of  the 
fellows  have  sent  over  s^i  apology,  pr  rather  a  re* 
monstrance,  to  the  Prince  of  Wales ;  pretending 
they  were  under  a  prior  engagement  to  one  Mr 
Tisdal ;  and  therefore  have 
il^,^o  withdraw  his  recom 
r^c^jL^fSt /indeedv  to  demand 
wba^  they  think  is  dishonoi 
give  up  an  engagement !  Tl 
..pn  tbjf  Q?ca^OQ,  against  tli 

*   ^  crown,  is  univeEsally 

^  .3§ems  tp  be  the  la©t  effort  o; 

!jo  wt  jftury  considering^  make 
"  sfstent  with  the  prudence  e: 

I  can  hardly  venture  the  boldness  to  desire,  that 
his  royal  highness  may  know  from  you  the  profound 
respect,  bonoux,  esteem,  an4  Ye^t^ration,,*  1  l^ar 
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toward  bit  princely  Yirtues.  AH  my  friends  on 
your  mJe  the  walet  represent  him  tame  in  the  mul 
WB^iable  light;  and  the  people. iniallibly  reckon 
upoai  a  golden  age  in  both  kingdoms,  when  it  shall 
please  God  to  make  him  the  restorer  of  the  libeitief 
of  his  people. 

I  oi^t  to  accuse  you  highly  for  your  ilUtreat* 
ment  G^me*  by  wishing  yourself  in  the.  number  of 
tny  friends:,  but  you^hall  be  pardoned,  if  you  please 
to  be  one  of  my  protectors ;  and  yov  protection 
cannot,  be  long.  You  shall  therefore  make  it  up,  iB 
thinking  &vourably  of  me.  Years  have  made  me 
lose,  my  memory  in  every  thing  but  friendship  and 
gratitude  :  and  you,  whom  I  have  never  seen,  will 
uever  be  forgotten  by  me  until  I  am  dead,  I  am^ 
honourable  oir,  with  the  highest  respect,. 
Your  most  obedient  and 

obliged  humble  servant 


FRQM,  MRS  WHITEWAY  TO  MR      \ 
RICHARDSON, 

Jnty  20, 17S0. 

.  Sir, 

A  jboRTNieHT  ago  I  went  out  of  to^n  with  the 
new  married  couple,  my  son  and  dau^ter ;  jmd 
the  day  beiore  I  bad  the  honour  to  rece;ive  your  let- 
ter* With. grent  truth  I  do  asssure  you,  I  am  m^fib 
more  concerned  at  the  trouble  and  disappointment 
you  met  with  in  Mr  Dunkin's  affair  than  for  him, 
having  but  a  short  ac<|uaintanoe  and  knowledge, 
itMimrwiae  than  knowing  him  to  be  a  man  of  sense, 
virtue,  and  religion^  who  would  be  ma  ornwi^ift  to 
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the  cbttpehi  and  a  credit  ta  those  who  appc^tred  for 
him.     These  were  my  reasons  to  wiah  him  well. 

One  part  of  your  letter^  Sir,  1  can  only  take  no^ 
rice  of  with  ania:Kment ;  and  do  eUtPeat  you  will 
indulge  me  s6  far  as  to  believe  this  will  be  all  the 
answer  I  can,  or  ever  will,  make  to  it:  and  yet  I 
am  not  insensible  you  have  been  pleased  in  some 
measure  to  honour  me  with  your  esteem.  I  wilt 
not  therefore  fear  the  loss  df  your  friendship,  be^ 
cause  it  shall  be  my  study  to  merit  your  good  opi- 
nion :  and)  unprovoked,  1  know  you  to  have  too 
much  good  nature  to  withdraw  it.  I  never  saw  a 
more  Mautiful  silk  than  was  bought  for  my  daugh-- 
ter.  If  you  did  not  choose  it,  at  least  you  showed 
your  judgment  in  the  person  that  was  employed^ 
She  desires  me  to  say  this,  that  you  have  forced  her 
to  do  what  she  never  did  in  her  life,  wear  any  thing 
that  was  not  paid  for ;  and  if  hereafter  she  should 
run  her  husband  in  debt,  she  will  lay  all  the  fault 
at  your  door.  Mr  Swift  presents  you  his  most 
obedient  respects,  and  will  oblige  you  to  know  him 
by  his  assiduity  in  courting  the  honour  of  your  ac- 
quaintance. I  have  asked  you  so  many  favours, 
that  no  one  but  myself  would  presume  perpetually 
to  dun  you  thus ;  and  yet  I  will  never  leave  off  until 
you  grant  this  my  request,  to  command  Miss  Rich- 
ardson to  town  immediately.  I  now  attack  you  on 
the  foot  of  charity ;  an  argument  you  can  never  re- 
sist. Consider  my  daughter  has  quitted  me ;  that 
I  am  all  atone;  and  her  agreeable  company  will 
make  MoUy  and  her  husband  spend  all  their  time 
with  me.  In  short.  Sir,  If  you  hesitate  one  mo- 
ment longer,  I  will  lay  you  open  to  the  world,  and 
let  them  isee  how  much  they  were  mistaken  in  Mr 
Richardson,  who  once  in  his  life  broke  his  word. 
I  have  now  before  me,  under  your  hand,  that  allmy 
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commands  should  be  obeyed,  I  insist  on  your  pro-* 
mise  ;  and  Miss  Richardson  is^  my  demand,  and  that 
immediately.  You  see  howcairettti  and  sparing  you 
gentlemen  ought  to  be  in  c^^mpliments*  to  women, 
who  always  keep  you  to  your  promise  while  it  makes 
to  their  interest ;  and  as  well  know  how  to  evade 
Aeir  own  When  it  is  <JOntf*ry  t6  their  im^Kiiation. 
I  feid  the  fttvour  of  a  letter  from  Alderman  Bartof 
in  answer  to  one  I  wro^e  him.  He  does  not  per* 
haps  know  the  inconTenieficy  he  hars  brought  on 
himself^  which  is  another  from  me  ;  and  yet  you 
may  t&U  him  when  i  have  once  more  paid  myre^ 
spects  t<y  hiidv  I  am  not  so  unreasonable  as  to  im* 
pose  or^jtpect  My  further  notice  of  Iri^  imperti^ 
nence^ 

I  left  this' paragraph  to  finish  at  thedeailery,  thaf 
from  fats  owa  mouth  I  might  assure  you  of  his  'io^ve 
and  esteem.  He  sends  bis  most  afifecttonate  service 
to  bis  dear  old  friend  Aidarn^m  Barber.  Mr  Dim« 
kin  likewise  presents  you  bis  most  obedient  respects, 
and  hopes  you  received  his  ietter  that  he  sent  some 
days  ago.  There  is  no  person  a  more  obedient 
humble  servant  to  you  than  my  daughter,  except-^ 
ing,  dear  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  naost  oUiged 
faithful  humble  servant, 

Mabtha  Whitiwav. 

The  chief  circumstance  that  you  would  choose-to 
know  I  had  like  to  have  forgot ;  which  is,  that 
the  Dean  is  in  good  health,  and  ever  will  remeob* 
ber  the  pains  you  and  the  alderman  have  been  at, 
on  his  account,  for  Mr  Dunkin. 
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iMMdwy  Sept  7^  t?ia* 
Rrv.  Sm» 
^T»e«w»  I  do  not  kaagine  that  you  bai^  luny 
imMftihraDoe  of  a<pef8cm  so  Uule  knowa  t^  y^A.at 
I  am,  yet  I  have  takenr  the  Hb^ty  to  dnw  a  kind  of 
bill  ofi^friendship  upoir  you,  w^^  I  am  iadined  t<E| 
believe  you  will  aoswer^beeaase  it  h  ia  favour  of  tbat 
kingdom  towhiebtyou  have  always  stboda0iii9^e.i|43ul 
6irm  fmeoA.  We  h^ve  imd  here,  for  some  lii99  pwt>;a 
aamber  of  imatomioal  figure^  prepMr^d  iu  w^;^^ 
which  perfectly  exhibit  all  the  parts  of  a  humw 
body.  They  Are  die  work  of.  w  Freuch.  ^|i»S5Wi^>  * 
who  spent  aJbove  forty  jreacsun  pit^pariog  th^pn^  {ind 
wbo^  to  bring  tlHim  to  perfedioi^  was  at  tbe;trouUo 
aiad  exi^nse  of  fbsseetiug  some  hundreds. ofJ^odiefii. 
The  present  proprketor  of  them,  is  oiy  iriand>  and 
it  was  by  nay  persaosioa  that  he  was.  prev^UMl  on 
to  send  them  into  Ireland  for  the  ioftmiction  of  tb$ 
a&nous.  I  presKinf:  youiiavd  seen  them  in  Loqp 
douy  and  tbca^iwre  I  am^  mcltned  to  think  you  ;WiU 
be  of  opinion,  that  a  person  may  gain  more  perfect 
knowledge  in  ^natemyi  by  viewing  these  preparar 
tions  only  a  few  times,  than  he  would  by  attendiqg 
many  dissections.  Your  encouraging  such  of  your 
acquaintance  as  are  curious  to  see  these  figures^ 
wrakl^greatly  excite  the  curiosity  of  othens.  This 
is  the.  favour  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  desire  of 


*  Mr  Rackstraw,  statuary ;  the  anatomical  figures  were  pur« 
cliased  from  him  hj  the  late  Earl  of  Shclburne,  iK^ho  pr^senteii 
them  to  the  ttuiYersity  of  DubIin.-«-^).  S. 
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yon,  and  which  I  believe  you  will  be  the  mcMre 
readily  inclined  to  grant,  wli^n  I  have  assured  yon^ 
that  the  person  who  has  the  care  of  the  figures,  has 
it  in  his  instructions  to  return  the  money  that  may 
be  got  by  exposing  them  to  view,  in  Irish  linen,  so 
that  the  kingdom  will  be  no  way  impoverished  by 
the  smaH  expense  which  gent^oien  may  be'  al  in 
procuring  usefhl  instruction,  or  gratifying  their  en-' 
riosity.  If  the  request  I  have  made  be  such  as  yon 
cannot  favour,  my  next  is,  ttmt  you  will  grant  me 
your  pardon  for  having  made  it. 

I  intend,  God  willing,  to  go  into  Ireland  next 
spring,  after  the  publication  of  a  work  which  I  have 
Ineen  engaged  in  for  some  years  past,  for  the  silen^ 
cing  of  ell  infidels,    heretics,  schismatics  of  sdl 
kinds,  and  enthusiasts.     I  thought  it  necessary,  be4 
cause  in  the  way  that  the  controvensy  has  been  hi^ 
therto  managed  against  such  people,  the  truth  has 
been  rather  pu2?2led  and  perplexed  than  cleared, 
Christianity  has  been  betrayed,  and  all  true  religioii 
lost  in  the  world.     I  have  advanced  no  one  new 
opinion  of  my  own :  what  I  have  set  forth  is  what 
was  clearly  set  forth  in  the  Scriptures  from  the  be- 
ginning.    I  mean  in  the  original  Scriptures  of  the 
Old  Testament,  so  interpreted  as  to  make  them 
every  where  consistent  with  themselves;   and  to 
show  that  the  interpretations  I  have  given  are  not 
only  the  true  interpretations,  but  that  the  Scriptures 
so  interpreted  are  the  revealed  word  of  God.     I 
have  demonstrated  the  truth  of  them  by  natural 
evidence,  or  by  the  works  of  God,  and  that  the 
works  bear  evidence  to  nothing  but  the  truth ;  that 
these  revealed  truths  so  demonstrated  are  unques- 
tionable and  undeniable ;  and  that  they  are  the  only 
powerful  motives  by  which  men  are  not  only  movecl 
but  enlightened,  and  enabled  to  mortify  all  their 
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kisis,  which  blind  and  deeeire  them  here,  luid  will 
be  Xlmr  ererlaating  tormentors  hereafter,  but  to 
work  the  works  of  chanty,  and  of  that  perfect  right* 
eousoess)  which  is  of  faith :  so  that  the  whole  of  att 
true  religion,  which  has  been  one  and  the  same  in 
all  ages,  will  appear  to  consist  in  the  mortifications 
of  (mr  bodily  and  spiritual  luifts,  which  withhold 
men  from  the  works  of  righteousness ;  and  in  the 
belief  of  those  demonstrative  truths,  by  which  alone 
we  are  enligHtened,  enabled,  and  moved  to  subdva 
them;  and  in  observing  those  natural  memoriak^ 
W^ich  God  has  set  befwe  us,  and  in  partaking  of 
tlK>se  reverential  ordinances  which  he  has  institvrked 
to  put  us  in  mind  of  what  we  ought  to  do,  in  order 
to  eternal  life  and  the  motives  for  so  doing.     I  ask 
pardon  for  this  digpression :  and  if  you  have  any  com* 
mands  that  I  am  capable  of  executing  here,  if  yen 
will  let  me  have  the  honour  of  receiving  them,  I 
shall  t£^e  great  pleuiure  in  obeying  you ;  for  I  aitt, 
with  the  greatest  rejpect  and*  truth,  sir,  your,  most 
obedient  aad  and  most  humble  servant, 

JohnScott.   * 


TO  THE  EARL  OF  ARRAN. 

173S- 
My  Lord, 
I  AM  earnestly  desired  by  some  worthy  friends  of 
mine,  to  write  to  your  lordship  in  favour  of  the 
bearer,  Mr  Moore,  minister  of  Clonmdl,  who  will 
have  the  honour  to  present  this  letter  to  your  lord- 
ship. Those  rectorial  tithes  of  Clonmel  were  granted 
to  the  church  by  letters^patait  from  King  Charles 
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tbe  Second,  with  the  perfect  knowledge  and  full  stp* 
probation  of  your  great  ancestor,  the  first  Duke  of 
Onimnd,  then  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland.  Notwith- 
standing which,  some  of  the  former  agents  to  your 
lordship's  family  have  greatly  distressed  the  incum- 
bent ministers  of  Clonmel,  which  is  generally  be-, 
lieved  to  be  without  the  knowledge  of  his  present 
grace  the  duke  your  brother,  whom  God  long  pre- 
serve. But  your  lordship's  present  agent  being  ex- 
tremely vigilant  of  all  your  lordship's  interests,  has 
lately  renewed  the  claim  of  the  Ormond  family  to 
those  tithes^  and  was  at  the  last  assizes,  after  a  long 
hearing  of  six  hpurs,  nonsuited.  The  living  of  Clon;- 
me\  is  one  of  the  largest,  and  yet  the  poorest  parishes 
in  this  kingdom ;  being  upon  the  whole  (including 
the^aluation  of  the  houses)  scarce  worth  one  hun- 
dred pounds  a  year;  out  of  which,  a  curate  assistant 
being  absolutely  necessary  on  account  of  its  extent, 
a  salary  of  forty  pounds  must  be  paid. 

My  lord,  your  lordship's  family  has  been  always 
distinguished  for  theh*  favour  and  protection  to  the 
established  church,  under  her  greatest  persecutions  ; 
nor  have  you^in  the  universal  .opinion,  ever  degene- 
rated from  them.  Those  tithes  in  gihd  about  Clonmel 
are  very  inconsiderable,  having  never  been  let  for 
above  twenty-four  pounds  a  year,  made  up  of  very 
ected  from  a  great  number  of  the 
that  the  recovery  of  thein  by  an 
if  it  could  be  effected,  would  not 

ommehded  to  me  by  severalper- 
(as  I  have  already  observed)  &nd 
[lithertO  forfeited  the  diiedit  1  Jbad 
with  you. 

My  humble  request  therefore  to  your  lordship  is, 
that  the  miuister  of  Clonmel  mav,  without  disturb- 
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ance,  enjoy  that  small  addition  to  his  support,  which 
tlie  king  and  your  grandfather  intended  for  him. 

I  have  always  understood  and  believed,  that  the 
duke  your  brother's  retiring  has  not  lessened  your 
fortune,  but  increased  it :  and  as  to  his  grace,  un- 
less all  our  intelligence  be  false,  he  is  as  easy  as  he 
desires  to  be.  I  heard  of  several  persons  who  hav6 
ventured  to  wait  on  him  abroad,  and  it  is  agreed 
that  his  grace  is  perfectly  easy  in  his  mind  and  fot« 
tune. 

Upon  the  whole,  I  do  earnestly  desire  your  lord- 
ship tp  resign  those  poor  scraps  of  tithes  in  and 
about  Clonmel  to  Mr  Moore  and  his  successors,  in 
a  legal  form,  for  ever.  Your  loss  will  be  at  rtiost 
but  twenty-four  pounds  a  year,  and  that  with  a 
thousand  difficulties  infinitely  below  your  generosity 
and  quality. 

1  am,  &c.  JoN.  Swift* 


TO  MR  FAULKNER. 

Dec.  4.  1730. 
Sir, 
I  CANNOT  find  ia  manus 
tections  for  Servants,"  i 
useful,  as  well  as  humo 
both  seen  and  read  it.    I 
^  ^ome  intelligence  of  it,  b 
gonejk  therefore  let  me  ki 
about  it. 

I  am.  Sir, 
\  Your  very  humble  servant, 

Jon.  SwiFTt 
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FROM  THE  REV.  MR  THROP*. 

Dec.  10,  17S9. 
Rev.  Sir, 
The  manyprofessions  of  kindness  you  have  made, 
and  friendship  you  have  shown,  to  ;ny  mother  and 
her  family,  particularly  in  declaring  your  abhorrence 
and  detestation  of  the  cruel  and  inhuman  behaviour 
of  that  monster f  to  my  unfortunate  and  inno- 
cent brother,  induced  my  mother  to  trouble  you 
with  a  few  of  the  narratives  of  that  case,  to  dis- 
perse among  snch  members  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons as  were  of  your  acquaintance.  The  reason 
of  our  troubling  you  to  do  this^  is  because  we  intend 
presenting  a  petition  to  the  members  of  the  House 

of  Commons,  this  session,  to  oblige  : to  wave 

his  privilege,  every  other  attempt  we  have  tried  since 
my  brother's  death  proving  fruitless. 


*  Son  of  Mr  Thomas  Throp,  a  merchant  in  Dablm,  and  bro- 
ther to  the  Rev.  Roger  Throp,  a  clergyman,  who  suffered  a  series 
of  persecntioB,  under  which  his  health  nnallj  gaye  waj,  at  the  hands 
of  Colonel  John  Waller,  who,  In  consequence  of  Mr  Throp*8  de. 
eli|iiiig  a  simoniacal  compromise  of  his  tithes,  became,  from  being 
his  patron,  his  bitter  and  vindiptive  enemy.  At  least  such  is  the 
account  of  the  transactions  between  them  given  in  the  narrative  of 
iur  case,  published  in  1739,  and  referred  te  in  the  f(41owing  let* 
ter ;  aiui  if  Hke  tenth  part  of  what  is  there  sorted  t»e  true,  Colood 
Waller  must  have  been  one  of  the  most  cruel  and  tyrannical 
wretches  who  ever  existed.  The  injured  and  unfortunate  clergjr- 
man,  after  being  driven  from  his  living,  fell  into  a  rapid  consump- 
tion, of  which  he  ctied,  23d  January  1736.  His  brother,  acting 
for  his  family,  petitioned  partiameat,  of  which  Colonel  Waller 
was  a  member,  to  oblige  Colonel  Waller  to  wave  his  privilege, 
without  which  k  was  impossible  to  obtain  justice  against  him. 

f  Mr  Faulkner  fills  the  blank  with  ^'  Mr  Wibon,*'  most  in- 
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Your  appearing^  Sir,  in  this  affsur,  will  not  onljr 
make*  ■  ■  -  the  more  ready  to  do  justice,  but  pre* 
vent  others  from  supporting  him  iii  bis  vitianies, 
which  will  be  of  infinite  service  to  my  mother  and 
her  family. 

The  bearer  carries  you  a  dozen  of  cases ;  and  if  you 
should  have  occasion  for  any  more,  they  shall  be  sent 
you  by,  reverend  sir^  your  most  obliged  and  obedient 
humble  servant, 

Robert  Throp. 

I  have  written  the  names  of  several  persons  men- 
tioned in  the  narrative  at  length  upon  the  back  of 
the  title-page. 


TO  MRS  WHITEWAY, 

Dec.  3I>  1739. 
Madam, 
It  is  impossible  to  have  health  in  such  desperate 
weather:  but  you  are  worse  used  than  others. 
Every  creature  of  either  sex  are  uneasy ;  for  our 
kingdom  is  turned  to  be  a  Muscovy,  or  worse. 
Even  I  cannot  do  any  good  by  walking  :  Is  not 
warmth  good  against  rheumatic  pains?  I  hope 
Deane  Swift  t  will  be  able  to  assist  you  both.  I 
wish  for  a  happy  turn  in  the  weather.    I  am  doubly 


accttiutdy*  .  The  name  of  Colonel  Waller  of  Castleton,  the  per- 
secutor of  the  deceased  Mr  Roger  Thorp,  is  that  which  is  ooutted. 

♦  We  must  supply  parliament. 

f  Then  married  to  Mrs  Harrisoa«^-D.  S. 
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desolate,  and  wish  I  could  sleep  until  the  sun  would 
comfort  us.  Would  neither  your  son  or  daughter 
aave  you  the  pains  of  writing  on  your  back  ?  Yon 
are  much  more  friendly  to  me  than  a  thousand  of 
them.    Adieu. 

I  am  ever  yours, 

Jon.  Swift. 


TO  THE  SAME. 

Dear  Madam» 
I  AM  truly  and  heartily  glad  that  you  are  a  little 
mended,  and  can  liie  Qn  your  belly,  or  side,  not 
altogether  on  your  back.  You  are  much  in  the 
right  not  to  stir,  and  so  was  Croker^  not  to  suffer 
you.  I  am  not  yet  worse  for  the  cold  weather,  but 
am  angry  at  it.  I  am  heartily  sorry  for  yourself  and 
daughter;  biat  Mr  Swift  dares  not  be  sick,  for  his 
chief  business  is  to  look  after  you  and  your  daughter. 
I  walk  only  in  my  bedchamber  and  closet,  which  has 
fdso  a  fire.    I  am  ever  yonrg, 

Jon.  Swift. 
New>Year's-daj,  1739*40. 

I  wish  you  may  have  many,  and  all  healthy  ones. 


*  An  emiaeat  apotkecary  of  great  hamanity  and  skilL-i-D.  S, 
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'  ^  CERTIFICATE  TO  A  DISCARDElJf 

SERVANT.* 

Deanery-bouse,  Jan.  9, 1739-40.^ 

.  Whereas  the  bearer  served  me  the  space  of  one 
year,-  during  which  time  he  was  an  idler  and  a 


*       *  The  history  of  tins  certificate  is  related  in  the  third  volume 
•f  Mrs  Pilkington's  Memoirs.  ^*  Dean  Swift  discharged  a  serrant, 
*only  for  rejecting  the  petition  of  a  poor  old  woman  ;  fhe  was 
^ery  ancient,  and,  on  a  cold  morning,  sat  at  the  Deanery  steps  a 
considerable  time,  during  which  the  Dean  saw  her  through  a  win.    , 
dow,  and  no  doubt  commiserated  her  desolate  condition.  His  foot* 
num  happened  to  come  to  the  door ;  and  the  poor  creature  bcv 
sought  him,  in  a  piteous  tone,  to  give  that  paper  to  his  Reverence* 
The  servant  read.it ;  and  told  her,  with  infinite  scorn,  <^  Hism^« 
ter  had  something  else  to  mind  than  her  petition." — ^^  What  is  « 
that  you  say,  fellow  ?'*  saM  the  Dean,  looking  out  at  the  whidow^ 
^*  Come  up  here."    The  man  tremblingly  oblyed  him,^— He  also 
desired  the  poor  woman  tp  coq(ie  before  him,  made  her  sit  4own^ 
and  ordered  her  some  bread  and  wine.     After  which,  he  turned 
to  the  man,  and  said,  '*  At  what  ttifi^,  sir^  did  t  order  you  to  opes 
a  paper  directed  to  me,  or  to  refuse  a  letter  fiNbn  any  one  ?  Hark 
je,  sifn^^  you  hftve  been  admonished  by  me,  for  drunkenness^ 
idling,  and  other  faults ;  but  since  I  have  discovered  your  inhu. 
^nan  disposition,  I  must  dismiss  you  from  my  service  i  so  pull  off 
my  clothes,  take  your  ^ages,  and  let  me  hear  no  more  of  you." 
T£#  leil#w  4^o  ;  fnd,  having  Tamly  8<^ite4  a  dischai^e,  was 
compelled  to  go  to  sea,  where  he  continued  five  years ;  at  the 
.^end  ofinrhleh  timoi  findtng  tlia44ilo  far  4j^sseatlr4un  the  ease  and 
luxucy  of  his  former  occupation,  he  returned,  and,  humbly  con- 
fessing in  a  petition  to  the  Dean  his  formed  manifold  erimes,  as* 
slired  ham  of  his  sincere  reformation,  which  the  dangers  he  ha^ 
undergone  at  sea  had  happily  wrought^  and  begged  the  Dean 
-would  give  him  some  sort  of  discharge,  since  the  honour  of  having 
iived  with  him  would  certainly  procure  him  a  place.     According. 
Jy  the  Dean  called  for  pen,  ink,  and  paper ;  and  gave  him  a  dtsi 
mission,  with  which,  and  no  other  fortune,  he  set  out  for  London, 
vol..  X4X.  U 
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drunkard,  I  then  discharged  him  as  such ;  but  how 
far  his  having  been  five  years  at  sea  may  have 
mendfed  histnimiers,  I  leave  to  the  penetration  of 
those  who  may  hereafter  choose  to  employ  him. 

Jon.  Swift, 


TO  MRS  WHITtWAY- 

Jan.  18,  1739-40.  , 
Dear  Madam, 
I  HAVE  been  many  days  heartily  concerned  for 
your  ill  health;  it  is  now  twenty 'five  days  since  we 
have  found  nothing  but  frost  aj[id  misery,  and  they 
may  continue  for  as  many  more.  This  day  is  yet 
the  coldest  of  them  all.  Dr  Wilson*  and  I  are  both 
very  uneasy  to  find  no  better  mdssage«from  you.  I 
received,  as  I  was  going  to  dinner,  the  enclosed  let- 
ter from  your  beloved  of ,  which  I  shall  make 

you  happy  with.  It  will  show  you  the  goodness,  the 
wisd<Hn,  the  gratitude,  the  truth,  the  civility,  of  that 
excellent  divine,  adorned  with  an  orthography  (spel- 


A11HM12  otherS)  he  applied  to  me,  who  had  known  him  at  his  kUe 
«9aiteri«  and  produced  his  certificate ;  which,  for  its  singularitj^ 
I  transgribed.  .  I  adTiied  him  to  go  to  Mr  Jgope,  who,  on  seehig 
•the  Dean's  handwriting,  which  he  well  knew,  told  the  man,  ^^  If 
jbe  CQpld  produce  any  cfedible  penon,  who  conld  iittest<«that  te« 
*was  the  sjeryant  the  Dean  meant,  he.  would  hire  him.",.  Oa  tliis;  ' 
oecasion  he  applied  to  me ;  and  1  gaye  him  ^  letter  to  Mr  f  ope^ 

Kriog  hnd,  diat  I  knew  the  man  to  haye  been  footman  to  the^ 
a.     Up4>n  this,  Mr  Pope  took  him  into  his  s^yice  ;  in  whicli 
lie  continued  till  .the  death  of  lus  master. "  r,  *  -' 

*  Dr  Wilson,  prebendary  of  Kilmactolway,  was  at  thit  titoe  «««• 
•ident  in  the  Dmi's  house.    They  parted  soon  afterwaids  after  a> 
di^gniceful  fradis,  and  on  the  worst  possible  tenoL 
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ling)  fit  for  himself.  Pray  read  it  a  hundred  tim^i 
but  retura  it  after  you  haye  read  it  a  hundred  times* 
My  love  and  service  to  your  soa  and  daughter ;  left 
them  both  read  the  enclosed. 

I  would  not  lose  your  lover's  letter  for  1001.     It 
must  be  sent  back  by  the  bearer.    Let  me  know  the 
exact  number  of  lies  that  are  in  it ;  but  I  fear  that 
that  will  take  up  your  time  too  much,   ^ 
:^  I  am  ever  yours, 

Jon.  Swift. 


FROM  LORD  CASTLEDURROW. 

Dublin,  Feb.  2,  1739.40. 

Since  I  am  forbidden  your  presence,  I  think  I 
should  be  more  explicit  in  my  reason  ^f  thanks  to 
you  for  Dr  Delany's  obliging  present,  than  1  can 
be  in  a  verbal,  crude,  ill-delivered  message  by  a 
servant.     As  I  am  not  acquainted  with  the  doctor, 
I  at  first  imagined  his  boundless  generosity  distri- 
buted his  book  among  the  lords,  and  that  it  was 
se^t  me,  as  a  tnember;  though  an   unworthy  one, 
of;.that  august  body.  I  soon  found  myself  mistaken; 
ancl*as  all  presents  are  enhanced  in  value  proportion- 
able t%  their  manner  of  distribution,  I  thought  it 
in<?uiiibent  on  me  to  thank  him  by  letter,  for  having 
so  obligingly*  distinguished  me.  A  He  has  honoured 
me  viyth  ai>  answer  to  it,  which  highly  elates  me  ; 
for    weak  minds  are  easHy  made  vaiii ;  but  who^e 
vroutd  not  be  so,  on  the  compliment  he  makes  me, 
on  bavmg  read  some  of  my  letters  to  y^n  ?    They 
^virore  writ,  (as  most  of  mine  are)  in  the  want^pi- 
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pt^s  of  fancy,  i*^ithout  aiming  at  pomp  of  expred-»' 
sion,  or  dress  of  words,  lucky  methods  of  gilding^ 
Bpnsense  ;  yet,  that  he  should  approve,  I  will  not 
wonder  when  I   consider  the  benignity  of  yout^ 
friendship.     Oh!  is  it  not  sometimes  too  strong 
bias  even  for  your  judgment,  that  prompted  you  to 
think  them  worth  his  perusal  ?    What  am  I  now 
to  do  ?    I  ought  not  to  be  silent ;  yet  must  I  risk 
depreciating  a  favourable  opinion  Jie  ha^  conceived 
of  me,  by  making  myself  farther  known  to  him  ! 
Why,  in  prudence,  no  ;    in  civility,  yes.     Under 
this  dilemma  give  me  your  advice,  as  jfou  are*  the 
origin  of  this  favour.     Or  will  you  yield  to  what  I 
suggest  may  not  be  improper  ?     Take  me  under 
your  protection  (jsis  soon  as  the  weathei'  will  per* 
piit)  in  a  warm  hackney  coach,  which  1  shall  take 
care  to  provide.     Let  us  jumble  together  to  his  lit- 
tle paradise,  which  1  long  much  to  see,  as  well  ^ 
to  pay  my  debt  due  to  his  benevQlence. 

I  am  already  alarmed  with  your  excuse  of  deaf- 
ness and  dizziness.  Yielding  to  such  a  complaint, 
always  strengthens  it ;  exerting  against  it,  gene- 
rally lessens  it.  Do  not  immerge*  in  the  sole  en- 
joyment of  yourself.  Is  not  a  friend  the  medicine 
of  life  ?  i  am  sure  it  is  the  comfort  of  it.  And  I 
hope  you  still  admit  such  companions  as  are  capa- 
ble of  administering  it.  In  that  number  I  know  I 
am  unworthy  of  rank  :  however,  my  best  wishes 
shall  attend  you.  ^  0      . 

I  have  enclosed  some  verses.  The  Latin  I  be- 
liev^awill  please  you  ;  one  of  the  translations  may- 
have  the  same  fortune,  the  other  cannot.  The  ver- 
ses written  in  the  lady's  book  is,  A  Lamentable 
Hymn  to  Death,  from  a  lover,  inscribed  to  his 
mistress.  I  have  made  the  author  of  it  vain  (who 
I*am  sure  had  never  read  Pope's  Heloise^o  Abe* 
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lard)  in  telling  him  his  six  last  linea  seem  a  parody 
on  six  of  Pope's*  They  are  on  the  other  side,  that 
y^u  may  not  be  at  a  loto« 

Then  too,  when  fate  shall  thy  fair  frame  destroy, 
That  cause  of  all  my  guilt,  and  all  my  joy, 
In  tnikioe  extatic  may  thy  pangs  be  drownM, 
Bright  clouds,  descend,  and  angels  watch  thee  round ; 
From  opening  skies  may  streaming  glories  shine. 
And  saints  embrace  thee  with  a  love  like  mine. 

I  think  the  whole  letter  the  most  passionate  I 
ever  read*  except  Heloise's  own,  on  the  subject  of 
love.  I  am  equally  struck  with  Cadenus  to  V'a/- 
nessa.  I  have  often  soothed  my  love  with  both, 
when  I  have  been  in  a  fit. 

I  will  conclude  with  the  above  wish,  and  assur« 
ing  you  I  am,  with  great  sincerity,-  as  well  as  es- 
teem. Sir,  ' 
Your  mo^  faithful 

affectionate  humble  servant, 

CASTLEDURROlir. 

My  boy  sends  you  his  respects,  and  would  fain  pay 
them  in  person  to  you. 


TO  MRS  WHITEWAY. 

'  -  -  *     ■ 

February  3^  1739-40. 

The  bad  account  I  h|^  of  your  health  for  many 

\  days  ox  rather  weeks,  faf|i  made  me  continually  un- 

..easy  to  the  last  degree ;  and  Mr  Swift,  who  was  with 

ff%e^  so  long  yesterday,  could  not  in  conscience  give 

pie  any  comfort :  but  your  kind  letter  has  raised  my 

j»p4rit9  in  some  measure.    I  hope  we  have  almosit 
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dQhe  :witb  this  cursed  weather^  y^  still  myaanSai^ 
is  all  in  white.  I  read  your  letter  to  Dr  WUsob^ 
who  isr  somewhat  better,  and  he  resolves  to  app|^ 
your  mediciDe^  I  mean  your  improvements  of  what 
you  prescribe  to  add  to  his  surgeon's  method, 
I  am  ever»  dear  Madam^  entirely  yours, 

JoN,  Swift. 


FROM  MRS  WHITEWAY  TO  MR 
RICHARDSON. 

Marches,  1740. 

Dear  Sir, 
Once  I  thought  I  could  never  receive  a  letter 
from,  or  answer  one  to  you,  wiUiout  pleasure ;  and 
yet  both  has  happened  to  me  very  lately.    This  is 
th^  third  day  I  sat  down  to  write  to  you,  and  as 
often  tore  my  paper.     I  endeavoured  to  say  some- 
thing to  alleviate  your  grief; — that  would  not  do: 
Then  I  resolved  to  be  silent  on  the  occasion;  but, 
alas  J  that  was  impossible  for  a  friend.  I  will,  there- 
fore, for  a  moment,  rather  renew   your  grief  by 
joining  with  you  in  it.  Your  trials  have  been  most 
severe:  the  loss  of  two  such  vtiluable  persons  as 
Miss  Richardson  and  Sir  Joseph  Eytes  are  irrepa- 
rable; for,  in  a  middle  state  of  life,  .we  have  not  time 
enough  before  us  to  make  new  friendships,  were  it 
possible  to  meet  their  equals.     This  is  an  unusual 
way  of  comforting  a  friend  in  trouble :  Ought^I  not 
'^fathcr'to  persuade  you  to  forget  them,*^^  and  ddl  ill 
Christianity  to  your  aid  ?  But  I  believe  those . eit- 
pounders  of  it  are  mistaken  in  their  notions,  w1k> 
Would  have  us  imagine  this  to  be  religion  ;  for  I  dto 
*feure  a  jiist  God  wilt  expect  no  more  from  us  thianto 
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9tibm(^  #khout  repimiig. '  I  anii'toa  mucli  a  ffillow- 
sfBtBe)tet  ivk  misfortiines  of  thfs  natare  not  to  feel  for' 
y^ii.:  In  a  shott  time  I  lost  a  beknred  htisband  and 
fiMnd,' an  ingenious,  a  \rorthy  son,  and,  \i<%at  the 
world  value  as  their  chief  happiness,  some  trifling 
convenience^.  All  these  I  have  outlived,  and  am 
an  instance  tltat  time  will  erase  the  blackest  melan- 
choly. I  most  sincerely  wish^  dear  sir,  this  may  be 
your  case,  and^that  it  may  be  the  last  struggle  of 
mind  or  tedious  illness  you  will  ever  have  to  battle 
against. 

Yoii  have  conjured  me  by  such  a  tie  as  the  last 
request  of  dear  Miss  Richardson^  that,  as  well  as  I 
am  able,  I  will  tell  you  what  I  guess  the  Dean  may 
like.  I  know  his  candlesticks  are  the  most  indiffer- 
ent of  any  of  his  plate,  and  therefore  mention  a  pair 
of  those  :  his  snuffers  are  good*. 


*  The  Dean  used  to  say  he  was  tlie  richest  naa  in  Irolattd 
who  didioot  keep  an  equipage,  the  poorest  who  osed  asarvice  of 
plate. "  The  following  list  of  the  articles  of  which  it  condsted  is^ 
copied  item  the  original,  in  Swift's  hand-writing,  indorsed  <^  Aa  * 
^  aceonat  of  the  Dean*s  plate  and  prices.'*  On  the:baek  ISiihir 
Jghman  is  twice  written  bj  the  Deui's  hand. 

Jecouni  of  D.'s  Plate. 

Sonpdiflih^  •  • 

Quart' pot  •  •  . 

Tuns,  .      •  .  - 

S^uoB-paa, 

d' spoons,  •  • 

^plates,  •  m  ^ 

S  little  cups,  ^  m 

JjidZe,  .  •  •  t    5    0 

tobacco  candlestick,  -       ^  •  1 44    O 

«*Enf^ishcandtosti€ksi  ^    >  ^    ^         4    S    0 

^^iTfirs,  ..*.>..      •  .400 

3ca8ifrs,  '^.  -  .  »    O    ^ 
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, .,  Surely  I  w^  nofesuch  abeaat  iu»  tp  forget  mmti<lQ<^. 
ing  (tbie  r^eipt  of  the  papers  you  wer<  so  careful  nd 
obligiog  to  tend  me :  they  came  very  safe.  I  entreat 
you  to  accept  of  my  mo9t  bumble  thanks  for  this, 
and  all  your  other  most  extraordinary  favours. 

The  Dean  of  $t  Patrick's  presents  you  his  most 
affectionate  love  and  service;  amf  commanded  me 
to  tell  you  he  would  have  writ  to  you  upon  this  late 
occ^ion,  if  he  had  not  been  too  deeply  affected 
with  your  ^rief 

Surely  the  two  long  months  y6n  have  so  often 
fixed  for  your  return  will  be  at  an  end ;  an(i  then  I 


Little  tankard,  • 

2  candlesticks, 

Snuffers  and  dish, 

2  cans,  «  ^ 

4  salts,  .  •  . 

Strainer,  «      i 

Irfttle  sauce-pan. 

Soup  plates, 

Pkitells,  knlTes,  &c* 
"^  Six  tea«.spo<nis, 
•   Six  ^ilTer' plates,      .    .         •  ^ 

A  iii;^row-9poon, 
^    Tundish,  •  •  • 

Cup  and  sare-all,       *  -  *     - 

Six  silver  plates, 

Six  silver  pieties. 

Six  silrer  dishes, 

Tundish,  •  -      ' 

Nutmeg  grater, 

Pepper.box, 

Wax  candlestick,  -  ^         m 

These  particulars  may  gratify  a  minute  antiquary,  S  wiftfs  pe- 
culiar humour  broke  out  even  in  these  particulars.  Mrs  King, 
relict  of  the  Heyerend  James  King,,  rector  of  St  Bridget's,  Dob. 
liu,  is  possessed  of  a  silver  «aoe-a//,  once  the  Dean's  property, 
on  wiilck  he  had  caused  to  be  engraved  the  emphatic  vrprds,  For 
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shall  fasve  the  opportunity  of  telling  you  from  my 

mouth  what  i  now  give  under  my  hand,  thdt  I  am» 

^   with  the  highest  respect  and  esteem.  Dear  Sir,  your 

*  most  obliged  and  most  obedient  humble  servatnt, 

^  Martha  WhitewaV. 

My  most  obedient  lespects  to  Alderman  Barber. 
Mr  Swift  and  his  wife  beg  you  will  accept  of 

♦  ^  theirs,  ' 


MR  NUGENT*,  TO  MRS  WHITEWAY, 

-    Bath,  April  2,  1740. 

'     Madam, 

I  HAD  not  until  very  lately  an  opportunity  of 
letting  Mr  Pope  know  his  obligations  to  you  ;  oif 
wl^ch  he  is  very  sensible,  and  has  desired  me  to  \>eg 
that  you  will  remit  to  me,  by  a  safe  hand,  whatever 
lettMTS  of  his  are  now  in  yoiir  possession.  1 1  shall  be 
in  town  next  week ;  so  that  you  may  be  pleased  to 
direct  to  me,  by  the  first  convenient  opportunity,  at 
my  house  in  Dover-street,  London.  1  am,  Madam, 
with  ^eat  esteem,  your  most  humble  and  obedient 
*  servant,  R.  N. 

My  compliments  to  Mr  and  Mrs  Swift.  I  shall 
say  nothing  of  the  picture  j-,  because  I  am  sore 
you  remember  it.    I  must  beg  that  yoii  will  let 

.    Mr  Bindon:^  know  I  would  have  the  picture  no 


'*  Afterward  Loid  ClaK._a  S.   -        f  O^Dr  Swtft^lX  S. 
%  The  greatest  painter  an^  architect  of  his  time  in 
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more  than  a  head  upon  a  three  quarter  cloth,  to 
mdtch  one  which  I  nbw  have  of  Mr  Pope. 


[MR  POPE  TO  '^BAMUEE  GERRARD,  ESQ.] 


Sir,  i 


▲pnl  18, 174D.  < 


# 


I  WAS  sorry  not  to  be  aHe  to  wait  upon  yoir/ 
when  you  sent  me  Dr  Swift's  letter  :  I  was  at  din- 
ner^ with  my  Lord  Burlington,  and  agreit  d(ah of 
company  at  his  table  ;  I  could  only  reply,  that  as 
soon  as  I  returned  to  London,  I  would  refceive  the 
ple^ure  of  seeing  a  tiriend  of  Dean  Swift's.  In  tjie 
mean  time,  I  send  this  to  my  lodging  to*  be  deliver- 
ed  you,  which  is  all  I  can  do  tiHmjf^  return  from. 
Windsor  Forest;  and  if  you  leave  a  line  to  acquaint 
nie  where  you  may  be  jbund,  I  will  do  myself  that 
satisfaction  in  five  or  six  days.  .  ' 

I  am,  with  all  respect,       '"     ' 

Sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

A.  Po]?£. 


kingdoms.  On  account  ot  his  age,  and  sqpie  MtUe  failare  iu  his 
sight,  he  threw  aside  his  pencil  soon  after  the  year  1760 ;  and 
afterward  lited  to  a  good  old  age,  greatly  beloted  and.respected 
by  all  who  had  die  happiness  ei^r  of  his  friendship  or  acquaint, 
ance.    He  died  June  2,  1765. — D,  S.  ,    ,. 

*  The  superscription  is  lost,  but  from  ia  subsequent  letter  from 
Pope,  dated  I7th  May,  it  appears  to  harfe  been  ilddr^ss^d  to  the 
same  Mr  Samuel  Gerrard  with  whom  the  Dean  had  enterlaioed  a 
preceding  correspond^^e' respeeting  4he  purchase-  of  hmd^aaA 
whomj  as  he  entertained  a  high  respect  fqr  him,  he  had  fombhed 
with  an  tntrodudion  to  Pope. 
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TO  MRS  WHITEWAY. 

April  99, 1740. 

Dear  Madam, 
I  FiKJ)  that  you  and  I  are  fellow  sufferers  almost 
equally  in  our  healths,  although  I  am  more  than 
twenty  years  older.  But  I  am  and  have  been  these 
two  days  in  so  miserable  a  way,  and  so  cruelly  tor- 
Ufx^9  that;  can  hardly  be  conceived.  The  whole 
last  night  I  was  equally  struck  as  if  I  had  been  in 
Fhalaris^s  braa^en  bull,  and  roared  as  loud  for  eight 
Ojr  nine  ho\irs.  X  ^ni  at  this  instant  unable  to  move 
without  excessive  pain,  although  not  the  one  thou- 
sandth part  of  what  I  suffered  all  last  night  and  this(  * 
morning*  Thisyou  will  now  style  the  gout.  I  con- 
tinue still  very  deaf.  Doctor  Wilson's  left  eye  is 
fitiU  disordereo,  and  very  uneasy.  You  h^ve  now^ 
your  family  at  home:  I  desire  to  present  them  with 
my  kind  and  hearty  service. 

I  am  ever  entirely  yours,  &c. 

JoN.  Swift. 


MRS  WHITEWAY  TO  MR  RICHARDSON. 

^  May  13,  1740* 

,^      Dear  Sie,  • 

J  JBy  the  time  this  kisses  your  hand,  I  beKevte  Mrs 
Richardson  will  not  blush  to  be  wished  joy  by  a 
person  you  have  done  the  honour  to  call  ^  friend, 
and  whose  ambition  it  is  to  deserve  some- place  in 
hpr  esteem;  and  now  that  all  insinuatfons'in  your 
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favour  are  as  needless  a»  the  formal  ceremony  be- 
tween lovers,  I  shall  take  the  liberty  to  ^tell  her,  it 
will  be  her  own  fault  if  she  is  not  one  of  the  happiest 
women  in  the  world.  This  is  an  unusual  way  of 
recommending  myielf  to  a  bride ;  nor  should  Ldo 
it  to  any  but  yours :  yet  surely  when  a  h^dy  is  married 
to  a  gentleman  with  ^n  easy  fortune,  good  nature,  and 
a  man  of  honour,  how  little  is  required  of  her  side 
toward  mutual  felicity,  which  can  be  comprised  in 
two  words,  love  and  obey  ? 

About  a  fortnight  ago  I  dined  at,the  Dean  of  St 
Patrick's  in  a  mi^ed  company ;  where  one  off^he 
gentlemen  told  him  you  were  married,  or  just  going 
t6  be  i|o,'to  a  lady  of  fifteen,  with  a  hundred  thou- 
sand pound  fortune,  and  a  perfect  beauty^  I  asked 
the  p€trson  whether  he  had  not  that  account  from  ^ 
woman  t  He  said  he  had.  The  Dean  inquired  if  I 
knew  any  thing  of  the  affair.  I  answered  yes  ;  only 
with  this  difference,  that  she  was  at  least  fifty,  and 
a  most  ungenteel  disagreeable  woman.  The  whole 
company  looked  upon  me  with  contempt;  and  their 
countenances  expressed  they  thought  I  drew  my 
own  picture  whilst  I  enviously  endeavoured  to  paint 
the  lady's.  The  Dean  only  understood  me  ;  and, 
smiling,  said  he  believed  I  was  in  the  right.  When 
we  were  alone,  1  let  him  know  that  you  had  com^ 
mandod  me  to  acquaint  him  with  the  affair ;  and  I 
hoped,  when  I  wrote  to.  you  next,  he  would  add  a 
postscript  i»  my  letter.  He  promised  me  to  do  it ; 
and  this  day  J  intend  to  put  him  in  mind  of  it. 

I  waited  on  Mr  Hamilton  yesterday  to  consult 
wU;h  kim  if  it  woulid  not  be  proper  to  allow  the  ser- 
:vaiits  board-wages  from  this  time  ;  and  it  was  di- 
verting enough  to  see  us  both  keeping  our  distance 
about  a  secret  .the  whole  town  has  known  these  two 
months.  However,  ^t  last  we  understood  each 
other ;  aqd  have  agreed  to  give  the  coachman  four 
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shilltngs  a  week,  and  the  maid  three,  untiLthey  go  a 
shipboard. 

There  would  have  been  no  occasion  to.be.  go 
formal  with  a  friend  as  to  desire  Mr  Hamillon  to 
give  the  servants  money  when  you  might  have  or- 
dered me  to  do  it,  ahbough  I  had  not  been  in  your, 
debt;  which,  to  my  shame  be  it  spoken,  would  be 
scandalous  so  long  a  time,  if  the  fault  were  entirely 
mine.  My  son  and  daughter  Swift  present  you  and 
your  lady  their  most  obedient  respects,  and  sincerest 
wishes.  I  am  at  a  loss  to  express  my  obligations  to 
her  for  the  compliment  she  was  pleased  to  remit  to 
me  ;  and  I  believe,  when  we  meet,  she  will  not  be 
jealous  that  I  dare  give  it  under  my  hand  to  her,  that 
I  honour  and  esteem  you  more  than  any  woman  does 
except  herself. 

I  am.  Dear  Sir, 
Your  most  humble  and  most  obedient  servant, 

Martha  Whitbway^ 


TO  MR  RICHARDSON. 

May  13,  I74a 
Dear  Sir, 
I  cotiLD  never  believe  Mrs  Whiteway's  gascon- 
ades in  telling  me  of  her  acquaintance  with  you. 
But  my  age  and  perpetual  disorders,  and  chiefly  my 
•vexatious  deafness,  with  other  infirmities,  have  com- 
pleted the  irtter  loss  of  my  memory ;  so  that  I  can- 
not recollect  the  names  of  those?  frieitds  who  come 
to  see  me  twice  or  oftener  every  week.    However,  I 
Tiemember  to  wish  you  a  long  lasting  joy  of  being 
^  no  longer  a  bachelor,  espe6icdly  because  the  teaser 
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at  my  dlbow  assures  me  that  the  lad;^  is  altogether 
worthy  to  be  your  wife.  I  therefore  command  you 
both  (if  I  lire  so  long)  to  attend  me  at  the  deanery 
itoe  day  after  you  land;  where  Mrs  Precipitate,  adiasi 
Whiteway,  says  I  will  give  you  a  scandalous  din- 
ner. I  suppose  you  will  see  yorxt  governor  my  old 
friend  John  Barber,  whom  I  heartily  love ;  and  so 
you  are  to  tell  him. 

I  am.  Dear  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  and  obliged  servant, 
'^  JoN.  Swift. 


FROM  MRS  WHITEWAY  TO  MR  POPE. 


May  la,  1740. 
Sir, 
Should  I  make  an  apology  for  writai^*  to  you, 
I  might  be  asl^ed  why  I  did  so?  If  I  have  erred,  my 
design  at  least  is  good,  both  to  you  and  the  Dean*  of 
St  Patrick ;  for  I  write  in  relation  to  my  friend,  and 
I  write  to  bis  friend,  whioh  I  hope  will  plead  my 
excu^.  As  I  saw  a  letter  of  yours  to  him,  wherein 
I  had  the  honour  to  be  named,  I  tak^  the  liberty  t^ 
tell  you  (with  grief  of  bc^rt)  his  memory  is  so  i&nh  * 
impaired,  that  in  a  few  hours  he  forgot '  it ;  .nor  is 
his  judgn;)ejit50und  enough,  had  he  many  tracts  bv 
bim,  to  finish  or  <^recit  Uiem,  as  you  bavedesiirea* 
His  health  is  as  good  as  can  be  expected,  free  from 
all  the  tortures  of  old  age ;  and  his  deafnessriately 
returned,  is  all  the  bodily  uneasiness  he  has  to  com- 
plain of.    A  few  years  ago  he  burnt  mo^t  of  hjs 
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irritii\gs  unpriiited  *,  r  except  a  few  loos^  papers?, 
ivhich  are^  in  nay  possesion,  and  which  I  pFotnise 
you  (if  I  outlive  him)  $haU  never  be  made  public 

'  without  your  approbation*  There  is  one  treatise  in 
-his  own  keeping,,  called  Advice  to  Servants,  very 
imfinished,  and  incorrect,  yet  what  is  done  of  it,  ha^ 
so  n^uch  humour,  that  it  may  appear  as  a  po^hu* 
mous  work.  The  tlistory  of  the  Four  Last  Years 
of  Queen  Anne's  Reign  I  suppose  you  have  seen  with 
Dr  King,  to  wtoom  he  sent  it  somettime  ago,  and,  if 
I  aimVightiy  informed,  is  the  only  piece  of  his  (ex- 
ciept  Gulliver)  which  he  ever  proposed  making  money 
))y,  31^  was  given  to  Dr  King  with  that  design,  if 
it  might  |je  printed:  I  mention  this  to  you,  lest  the 
docto]^  should  die>  and  his  heirs  imagine  they  have 

^  a  right  to  disppse  of  it*  i  entreat,  sir,,  you  will  ndt 
ta|^e  notice  to  any  person  of  the  hints  I  have  giveii 
you  in  this  letter :  they  are  only  designed  for  your.- 
ficlf :  to  the  Dean*^  friends  in  England  they  can  only 
give  trouble,  and  to  his  enemies  and  starving  wits 
cause  of  triumph.     I  enclose  this  to  Alderman  Bar- 

,  ber,wbo'-lam  sure  will  deliver  it  safe,  yet  knows 
nothing  more  than  its  beitig  a  paper  that  belongs 
to  you.  ' 

The  ceremony  of  answering  women's  letters,  may 

.  fiwl^bps  make  you  think  it  necessary  to  answer  mine; 
famtirdilltiot Expect  it,  becafuse  your  tinae  either  is  or 
tM^py  to  be  belter  empl6yed>  unless  it  be  in  my 

*  power  to  serve  you  in  buying  Irish  linen^  or  any 
other  command  y<m  are  pleased  to  lay  on  me,  which 
I  9haU  ^ecule  tdrthe  best  of  my  capacity,  with  the 


*  In  resentment  to  the  House  of  Comm^ps  of  Ireland,  nrho 
lent  Faiilkner  to  Negate  for  printing  the  satire  on  Qaadrille. — 
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greatest  readiness^  integrity,  and  secrecy;  for  whe- 
ther it  be  my  years,  or  a  less  degree  of  vanity  in  my 
composition  llian  in  some  of  my  sex,!  can  receive 
snch  an  honour  from  you  without  mentioning  it.  I 
should,  some  time  past,  have  writ  to  you  on  this' 
subject,  had  I  not  fancied  that  it  glanced  at  the  am- 
bition of  being  thoaghl  a.  person  of  consequence,  by 
interfering  between  you  and  the  Dean^aisharacter 
of  all  others  which  I  dislike. 

I  have  several  of  your  letters  to  thtDean,  whid>  I 
ivill  send  by  the  first  safe  hand  that  I  can  getlo  d^ 
liver  them  to  yourself;  I  believe  it, may  be  Mr 
M^Aulay,  the  gentleman  th^^Dean  recomm|pnded» 
tiirough  your  friendship,  to  the  Prince  of  Vales. 

I  believe  this  may  be  the  only  letter  ^whidi  ytm 
ever  received  without  asking  a  favour,  a^xompumenl^ 
extolling  your  genius,  running  in  raptures  on  y^aX 
poetry,  or  admiring  your  distinguishable. virtue.  I 
am.  Sir,  with  very  high  respect,  your  most  obedieoft 
and  most  humble  servant, 

Martha  WniTEwky* 

Mr  Swiftf  who  waited  on  you  last  summer,  is  siflice 
that  married  to  my  daughter :  he  desires  me  to  pre- 
sent you  his  most  obedient  respects  and  humble 
thanks  for  the  particular  honour  conferred  upiMi 
him  in  permitting  him  to  spepd  a  dfty  vrW^  yoa-iit 
Twickenham ;  a  favour  he  will  always  re 
with  gratitude. 
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MR  POPE  TO  MR  GERHARD.* 

May  17, 1740* 
Sir, 

I  AM  obliged  to  you  fbf  the  notice  of  your  intend- 
ed return  to  Ireland,  in  order  to  what  I  desired,  that 
I  might  charge  you  with  a  letter  to  the  Dean.  But 
I  had  an  opportunity,  just  after  I  saw  you,  of  send* 
ing  him  a  very  long  and  fall  letter  by  a  safe  hand> 
which  leaves  me  nothing  to  tell  him  more,  except 
what  I  would  always  tell  to  the  last  day  of  my  life  t 
and  desire  you  to  tell  him  and  all  mankind,  that  i 
love,  esteem,  and  respect  hiril,  and  account  it  tJie 
most  pleasiftg  circumstanfce  of  my  fortune,  to  hate 
known  hifti  long,  and  experienced  his  friendship 
through  my  life. 

I  am  glad  you  found  the  benefit  I  promised  my^ 
self  you  would  from  Dr  Cheyne's  care,  to  whom, 
pray  make  my  heartiest  services.  There  lives  not 
an  honester  man,  nor  a  truer  philosopher.  I  wish 
you  a  good  Journey,  and  am  with  respect. 
Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

A.  Pope. 
9o  Smnsl  Genard,  Es^.  at  Mr 

Hsnckef's^apotiiecaryyCbeap- 

Stmt,  m  Batlu 

^  See  a  prcicodlhg  letter  from  Mr  Pope  to  this  geattooan,  18th 
April  pieoeding. 

irOLtXIX.  X 
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FROM  MR  PULTENEY. 

London,  June  3, 1740' 
Sir, 

I  HAD,  some  time  ago,  a  letter  from  Mr  Stop- 
ford,  who  told  me,  that  you  enjoyed  a  better  state 
of  health  last  year  than  you  had  done  for  some  time 
past.  No  <me  wishes  you  more  sincerely  than  I  do 
the  continuance  of  it ;  and  since  the  gout  has  been 
your  physic,  I  heartily  hope  you  may  have  one  good 
fit  regularly  every  year,  and  all  the  rest  of  it  perfect 
health  and  spirits* 

I  wn  persuaded  you  will  do  me  the  justice  to  be- 
lieve, that  if  I  have  not  writ  to  you  for  some  time, 
H  has  proceeded  from  an  unwillingness  alone  of  en- 

Staging  you  in  a  very  useless  correspondence,  and  not 
rom  any  want  of  a  real  regard  and  true  esteem.  Mr 
Pope  can  be  my  witness  how  constantly  I  inquire 
after  you,  and  how  pleased  and  happy  I  am,  when 
he  tells  me  that  you  have  the  goodness  frequently 
to  mention  me  in  your  letters  to  him. 

I  fear  you  have  but  little  desire  to  come  among  us 
again.  England  has  few  things  invitiqg  in  it  at  pre- 
sent. Three  camps,  near  forty  thousand  troops^ 
and  sixteen  kings*,  andjmost  of  them  such  as  are 
really  fit  to  be  kings  in  any  part  of  the  world-  Four 
millions  of  money  have  been  raised  on  the  people  this 
year,  and  in  all  probability  nothing  will  be  done.  I 
have  not  the  least  notion,  that  even  our  exp^ition 
^ndejr  Lord  Cathcartf  is  intended  to  be  sent  dny^ 


«  Sixteen  lords  of  the  regency,  the  King  being  abroad.— -B. 
,  f  AgalnsT Car tbagena.    It  wcnt^  and  miscarried.— B. 
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where;  and  yet  every  minister  we  have  (except  Sir 
Robert)  very  gravely  affirms  it  will  go ;  nay,  and  I 
am  afraid  believes  it  too.  But  our  situation  is  very 
extraordinary:  Sir  Robert  will  have  an  army,  will 
not  have  a  war,  and  cannot  have  a  peace ;  that  is, 
the  people  are  so  averse  to  it,  that  he  dares  not  make 
one.  But  in  one  year  more,  when,  by  the  influence 
of  this  army  and  our  money,  he  has  got  a  new  parlia- 
ment to  bis  liking,  then  he  will  make  peace,  and  get 
it  approved  too,  be  it  as  it  will.  After  which  I  am 
afraid  we  shall  all  grow  tired  of  struggliug  any  long- 
er, and  give  up  the  game. 

But  I  will  trouble  you  with  po  more  politics ;  and 
if  I  can  hear  from  you  in  two  lines  tb^t  you  are  well, 
I  promise  you  not  to  reply  tq  it  too  soon.  You  must 
give  me  leave  to  add  to  my  letter  a  copy  of  verses  at 
the  end  of  a  declamation  made  by  a  boy  at  West-^ 
Qiinster  school  on  this  theme, 

Ridentem  dicere  verum^ 
Quidvetat^ 
Dolce  decane,  decus,  flos  optime  geatis^Hibernip 

Nombe  quique  audis,  ingeaioqae  celer  ; 
Dum  lepido  indulges  risu,  et  mutaris  in  horas, 

Qa6  noTa  vis  animi,  materiesque  rapit ; 
Nunc  gravis  astrologus,  coelo  dominaris  et  astris^ 

Filaque  pro  libita  Patrigiana  secas. 
Nuncpc^ttlo  speciosa hpspes  oi|nM:ula  promis, 

Gentesque  squoreas,  aeriasq^ue  creas. 
Sen  plausum  captat  queruli  persona  draper!. 

Sea  leTis  a  vacuo  fabula  sumpta  cado. 
Mores  egiegius  niira  e^primis  arte  magister, 

£t  Tttamatque  homines  pagina  quaeque  sapit. 
.     .  Socmtice  minor  est  vis  et  sapientia  j^hartae. 

Nee  tantum  potuitgrande  Platonis  opus, 

Mrs  Pulteney,  knpwii^  that  I  am  writing  to  you, 
charges  me  to  present  her  services,  when  I  assure 
^oii  that  I  am  n^o^t  faithfully  and  sincerely, 
Your  obedient  humble  servant, 

W,  PuLXjtNjty. 
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MR  POPE  TO  MRS  WHITE  WAY. 

Twickenham,  Jane  18,  1740. 

I  AM  extremely  sensible  of  the  favour  of  youT 
letter,  and  very  well  see  the  kindness  as  well  as  ho- 
nour which  moved  you  to  it.  I  have  no  merit  for 
the  one,  but  being  (like  yourself)  a  sincere  friend 
to  the  Dean,  though  much  a  less  useful  one  ;  for  all 
my  friendship  can  only  operate  in  wishes,  yours  in 
good  works.  He  has  had  the  happiness  to  meet  with 
Stuch  in  all  the  stages  of  his  life ;  and  I  hope  in  God 
and  in  you,  that  he  will  not  want  one  in  the  last. 
•Never  imagine,  madam,  that  I  can  do  otherwise  than 
esteem  that  sex,  which  has  furnished  him  with  the 
best  friends. 

The  favour  you  offer  me  I  accept  with  the  utmost 
thankfulness ;  and  J  think  no  person  more  fit  to  con- 
vey  it  to  my  hands  than  Mr  M'Aulay,  of  whom  I 
know  you  have  so  good  ah  opinion.  Indeed  any 
one  whom  you  think  worthy  your  trust,  I  shall  think 
deserves  mine,  in  a  point  I  am  ever  so  tender  of. 

I  wish  the  very  small  opportunity  I  had  of  Show- 
ing Mr  Swift,  your  son,  my  regards  for  him,  had 
been  greater ;  and  I  wish  it  now  more,  since  he  is 
become  so  near  to  you,  for  whom  my  respect  runs 
hand  in  hand  with  my  affection  for  the  Dean  ;  and 
I  cannot  wish  well  for  the  one  without  doing  fio  for 
the  other. 

I  turn  my  mind  all  I  can  from  the  melancholy 
subject  of  your  letter.  May  God  Almighty  alleviate 
your  concern,  and  his  cooiplaints,  as  much  as  pbssi- 
1^  in  this  state  of  infirmities,  wl^Ie  he  lives ;  and 
may*  your  tenderness,  Madam,  prevent  any  thing 
after  Ids  doath  which  may  anywise  deprecia:^  his 
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memory.    I  dsae  say  nothing  of  ill  consequence  can 
happen  from  the  commission  given  to  Dr  King* 

You  see,  Madam,  I  write  to  you  with  absolute 
freedom,  as  becomes  me  to  the  friend  of  my  friend^ 
and  to  a  woman  of  sense  and  spirit.  I  will  say  no 
mor^,  that  you  may  find  I  treat  you  with  the  same 
delicacy  that  you  do  me  (and  for  which  I  thank  you) 
without  the  least  compliment :  and  it  is  none  when  I 
add,  that  I  am,  with  esteem.  Madam,  your  most 
obliged  and  most  obedient  servant, 

A.  Pope. 


FROM  MR  POPE  TO  MR  ALLEN. 

My  vexation  about  Dean  Swift's  proceeding  has 
fretted  and  employed  me  a  great  deal,  in  writing  to 
Ireland,  and  trying  all  the  mean^  possible  to  retard 
it;  for  it  is  put  past  preventing,  by  his  having  (with^* 
out  my  consent^  or  so  much  as  letting  me  see  the 
book),  printed  most  of  it. — They  at  last  promise  me 
to  send  me  the  copy,  and  that  I  may  correct  an4 
expunge  what  I  will,  This  last  would  be  of  somo 
use;  but  I  dare  not  even  do  this,  for  they  would  say 
I  revised  it.  And  the  bookseller  writes,  that  he  has 
been  at  great  charge,  &c.  However,  the  Dean, 
upon  all  I  have  said  and  written  about  it,  has  ordered 
him  to  submit  to  any  expunction  I  insist  upon:  this 
is  all  I  can  obtain,  and  I  know  not  whether  to  make 
any  use  of  it  or  not.  But  as  to  your  apprehension, 
that  any  suspicion  may  arise  of  my  being  anywise 
consenting  or  concerned  in  it,  I  have  the  pleasure  to 
tell  you,  the  whole  thing  is  so  circumstanced  and 
so  plain,  that  it  can  never  be  the  case,      I  shall 
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be  very  desirous  to  sec  what  the  letters  are  at  sill 
events;  and  I  thing  that  must  determine  my  future 
measures;  for  till  then  I  can  judge  nothing.     The 
excessive  earnestness   the  Dean  has  been  in  for 
publishing  them,  makes  me  hope  they  are  castigated 
in  some  degree,  or  he  must  be  totally  deprived  of 
his  understanding.     They  now  offer  to  send  me  the 
originals  [which  have  been  so  long  detained] ;  and ' 
I  will  accept  of  them,  (though  they  have  done  their 
job,)  that  they  may  not  have  them  to  produce 
s^ainst  me^  in  case  there  be  any  offensive  passages 
in  them.     If  you  can  give  me  any  advice,  do.     I 
wish  I  could  show  you  what  the  Dean's  people,  the 
women,  and  the  bookseller,  have  done  and  writ,  on 
my  sending  an  absolute  negative,  and  on  the  agency 
I  have  ^employed  of  some  gentlemen  to  stop  it,  as 
well  as  threats  of  law,  &c.     The  whole  thing  is  too 
manifest  to  ddmit  c^  any  doubt  in  any  man  :  how 
long  this  thing  has  been  working ;  how  many  tricks 
have  been  played  with  the  Dean's  papers,  how  they 
were  secreted  from  him  from  time  to  time,  while 
they  feared  his  not  complying  with  such  a  measure ; 
and  how,  finding  his  weakness  increase,  they  have 
at  last  made  him  the  instrument  himself  for  their  pri- 
vate profit  ;  whereas,  I  beKevCj  before,  they  only  in- 
tended to  do  this  after  his  death. 


TO  MRS  WHITEWAY. 

I  HAVE  be6n  Very  miserable  all  night,  and  to-day 
extremely  deaf  and  full  of  pain.  I  am  so  stupid  and 
confounded,  that  1  cannot  express  the  mortincation 
1  am  und6r  both  in  body  and  mind.    All  I  can  say 
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is,  That  I  am  not  in  tortnre;  but  I  daily  and  hourly 
expect  it.  Pray  let  me  know  how  your  health  is 
and  your  family.  I  hardly  understand  one  word  I 
write.  I  am  sure  my  days  will  be  very  few  ;  few 
and  miserable  they  must  be. 

I  am,  for  those  few  days,  yours  entirely, 

Jon.  Swift. 

If  I  do  not  bhiiider,  it  is  Saturday, 
July  26,  1740. 

If  I. live  till  Monday,  I  shall  hope  to  see  you,  per- 
haps for  the  last  time. 


FROM  THE  EARL  OF  ORRERY. 

Caledon,  Dec.  17,  1740. 

Dear  Sir, 
Great  men  like  you  must  expe< 
petitions,  which,  like  Jupiter,  you  p 
uses ;  but  wonder  not,  when  there  is  2 
in  your  family,  that  every  body  is  st 
post.     I  mean  your  cathedral  family 
told  there  is  a  vacancy  in  the  choir.     I  am  desired 
to  recommend  to  you  one  James  Colgan*,  aged  25. 
His  voice  excellent,  his  behaviour  good,  his  per- 
son indifferent,  his  recommendation  to  me. irresisti- 
ble,    r  beseech  you,  let  Faulkner  give  me  an  an* 
swer ;  for  neither  he  nor  I,  nor  the  choir  of  lords. 


*  One  of  the  Ticahrs-choral  of  Christ-churcli  and  St  Patrick's 
cathedrals,  remarkable  for  his  fine  manner  of  singing.— H. 
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doctoiB^ — comtxioDd,  See.  are  wonh  your  "wh3(  to 
give  yourself  one  moment's  uDeai^iness  about,  if  yo«i 
mre  not  well,  and  I  am  more  than  a&ald  you  ate 
not;  only  I  must  be  enabfed  to  say,  I  have  m^» 
tioned  him  to  you.  My  ftwsen  fingers  will  only 
serve  me  to  present  Lady  Orrery's  most  humble 
service  to  yott,  and  the  best  wishes,  prayers,  and 
acknowledgments  of  all  this  family.  I  am,  dear 
Sir,  your  ever  obliged  and  obedient  btittible  serlratit, 

Oarert. 


AN  EXHORTATION 

ADDRESSED  TO  THE  SUB-DEAN    AND    CHAPTER    OP 
.     $T  PATRJCi's  CATHEDRAL^  DUBLINv* 

January  3S,  1741. 

Whereas  my  infirmities  of  age  axvd.  ill  health 
have  prevented  me  to  preside  in  the  chapters  held 
for  the  good  order  and  government  of  my  cathedral 
church  of  St^Patrickj  Dublin,  in  person:  I  have,  by 


*  This  cBrious  document  wa6  copied  from  the  origioal,  found 
Mmong  the  papers  of  the  Rev.  Dt  Janes  King,  oae  of  tiiii  DMi's 
executors,  copies  of  wfaacb,  so  far  ai  rdatiiig  to  Deaa  S^iPtft,  irff^ 
m  the  most  obliging  i^anner  giyea  for  this  ^ork  hf  tjbe  Rer. 
llobertKing,  prebendary,  ^f  Dunlayin.  The  originj^l  is  m  )he 
Dean's  hand. writing  j  and' as  it  is  a  large  copj.hand,  and  ihe 
paper  seems  to  hare  been  ruled;  it  seenM  probable^  that  la  the 
weak  state  of  his  mind  he  might  attach  much  consequence  to  the 
fubji^t  vmti^  The  piece  cmtUMJStfine.  S9$bmM  hk^ieciiliar 
bumour^  although  written  in  a  state  tending  towards  mental 
imbecilitj.  The  witnesses  aames  are  written  ia  tl^  Oean^s  own 
hand. 
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^rlagf$t  eommiasioii,  madd  and  appointed  Jto  t^ 
reverend  Doctor  John  Wynne^  prsecentor  of  the 
said  cathedral,  to  be  ^ftb-dean  in  my  stead  and  ab« 
senc^*  I  do  ber^y.  ratify  and  confirm  all  the 
poweiis  del^igated  to  tb&  said  Dr  Wynne  in  the  said 
commission. 

And  I  do  hereby  require  and  reqtiest  the  very 
reverend  sub-dean,  not  to  permit  any  of  the  vicars- 
choral,  choristers,  or  organists,  to  attend  or  assist  at 
any  pnblick  musical  perfdrrttances,  without  my  con- 
sent, or  his  consent,  with  the  consent  of  the  chapter 
fir^  Obtained. 

And  whereas  it  hath  been  reported,  that  I  gave  a 
licence  to  certain  vicars  to  assist  at  a  club  of  fiddlers 
in  Fishamble  Street,  I  do  hereby  declare  that  I  re- 
member no  such  licence  to  have  been  ever  signed  or 
sealed  by  me ;  and  that  if  ever  such  pretended  li- 
cence should  be  produced,  I  do  hereby  annul  and 
vocate  the  said  licence. 

Intreating  my  said  sub-dean  and  chapter  to  pu- 
nish such  vicars  as  shall  ever  appear  there,  as  song- 
sters, fiddlers,  pipers,  trmnpeters,  .drummers^  drum- 
t^^or9$  to  in  any  sonal  quality,  according  to  the  fla- 
gitious aggi'avatioQs  of  their  respective  disobedience, 
rebellioft,  perfidy,  and  ingratitude. 

I  require  my  said  sub^dean  to  proceed  to  the  ex«> 
tjtemHy  of  expulsion^  if  the  said  vicars  should  foe 
£mtid  ungovernable^  impenitent^  or  self-sufficient, 
^peoi^Uy  Tabi^rner^  Phipps^  and  Church,  who,  as 
I  am  inform^,  have!,  in  violation  of  toy  Bab^clean's 
and  chapter's  order  in  December  last,  d£  the  instance 
of  9om€i  Qb3cure  persons  uflknowii,  presumed  to  sing 
and  fiddle  at  the  club  above  mentioned. 

.My:  resolution  is  to  preserve  the  dignity  of  my 
station,  and  the  honour  of  my  chapter ;  and,  gen- 
tlemen, it  is  indUli&belit  uipon  you  to  aid  me,  and  to 
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shew  wJK>  and  id^^  the  dean  and  cfaiqpter  6t  Saint 
Patrick's  are. 

Signed  by  me, 

Jonathan  Swift, 
Dean  of  St  Patrick's. 
Witness  present, 
James  King. 
Francis  Wilson. 

To  the  very  Reverend  Doctor  John  Wynne,  sub- 
dean  of  the  cathedral  church  of  Saint  Patrick, 
Dublin,  and  to  the  reverend  dignitaries  and  pre« 
bendaries  of  the  same. 


TO  MRS  WHITEWAY. 

Jan.  15,  1740.41. 

Dbar  Madam^ 
•  Yotm  son,*  who  was  with  me  yesterday,  and 
ittaid  the  whole  afternoon  till  near  ten  o'clock,  gave 
me  a  very  melancholy  account  of  your  ill  health, 
extremely  to  my  grief.  I  send  a  servant  with  this 
letter,  and  you  will  please  to  employ  Mr  Swift  to 
answer  it,  because  I  am  in  very  great  pain  about 
jrou;  for  the  weather  is  so  extremely  sharp,  that  it 
must  needs  add  to  your  disorders.  Pray  let  your 
son  or  daughter  write  a  few  lines  to  give  me  some 
sort  of  comfort.    My  cold  is  now  attended  with  a 


*  Mr  Oouie  8wift.~IX  S. 
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toiigh  this  bitter  oold  weather ;  but  I  am  iittpatieht 
until  your  son  or  daughter  gives  me  some  hopes* 
I  am  ever  your  assured  friend  and  most  humble 
servant, 

Jon.  Swift. 


FROM  THE  EARL  OF  ORRERY. 

Doke  Street^  WestmiQster,  July  7y  1741* 

Thanks  to  you,  dear  Sir,  for  your  frequent  re- 
membrance of  me  by  my  great  friend  and  patron 
master  George  Faulkner:  thanks  to  you  for  the 
honours  you  have  showed  my  wife :  but  above  all> 
thanks  to  you  for  using  exercise  and  taking  care  of 
your  health.  It  is  the  strongest  instance  of  affection 
your  friends  either  desire  or  deserve.  In  mentioning 
your  friends,  I  must  particularize  Mr.Pope:  he  obeys 
your  commands,  and  flings  away  much  time  upon 
me:  Nee  deficit  alter  aureus;  doctor  King  does  the 
same.  Thus  deities  condescend  to  visit  and  con- 
verse with  mortals. 

Poor  Lord  Oxford  is  gone  to  those  regions  from 
whence  travellers  never  return,  unless  in  an  airy 
visit  to  faithless  lovers,  as  Margaret  to  William ;  or 
to  cities  devoted  to  destruction,  as  Hector  amidst 
the  flames  of  Troy.  The  deceased  earl  has  left  be- 
hind him  many  books,  many  manuscripts,  and  no 
money :  his  lady  brought  him  five  hundred  thousand 
pounds^  four  of  which  have  been  sacrificed  to  indo- 
lence, good-nature,  and  want  of  worldly- wisdom : 
and  there  will  still  remain,  after  proper  sales,  and 
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right  management,  five  thousand  poundd  a-jear  for 
his  widow. 

Mr  Csesar  died  about  two  monttis  ago.  Mrs 
Caesar  is  still  all  tears  and  lamentations,  although 
she  certainly  may  be  numbered  inter  felicesy  sua  si 
bona  norint. 

Lord  Bathurst  is  at  Cirencester,  erecting  pillars 
and  statues  to  Queen  Anne.  Lord  Bolingbroke 
lives  in  France :  posterity,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  may  be 
the  better  for  his  retirement.  T4:ie  Duke  of  Argyll 
reigns  or  ought  to  reign  in  Scotland.— Such  is  the 
state  of  Europe;  but  our  disappoinUnent  in  Ame- 
rica has  cast  a  gloomy  face  over  London  and  West^ 
minster*  The  citizens  have  recoiirse  to  mum  and 
tobacco,  by  which  means  they  puff  away  care^  ii^nd 
keep  dismc^  at  a  proper  distance.  In  the  mean  thne^ 
my  friends  the  ducks  and  geese  in  the  park  cackle 
on^  and  join  in  chorus  to  the  sounds  of  victory  that 
are  daily  drummed  fortli  on  the  parade,  but  reach 
no  farther  than  the  atmosphere  of  Whitehall.*—**- 
What  news  next  ?  The  weather — ^hut  you  certainly 
know  it  is  hot^  for  in  truth,  nolwithslanding  this 
letter  oomes  from  my  heart,  and  is  written  in  the 
pleasure  of  thinking  of  you,  yet  I  sweat  to  assure 
you  how  much  I  am,  dear  Sir, 

Your  ever  obliged  and  obedient  hmnbte  servant, 

Oerbry. 
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FROM  THE  EARI.  OF  ORRERY  TO     . 
DEANE  SWIFT,  ESQ. 

Marston,  Dec  4,  1742. 
Sir, 
I  AM  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  full,  though 
melancholy,  account  you  have  sent  me  of  my  ever 
honoured  frieud.  It  is  the  more  melancholy  to  me^ 
as  I  have  heard  him  often  lament  the  particular  mis- 
fortune incident  to  human  nature,  of  an  utter  depri- 
vation of  senses  many  years  before  a  deprivation  of 
life.  I  hare  heard  him  describe  persons  in  that  con^ 
dition,  with  a  liveliness  and  a  horror,  that  on  this 
late  occasion  have  recalled  to  me  his  very  words^ 
Our  litany,  methinks,  should  have  an  addition  of  n 
particular  prayer  against  this  most  dreadful  misfop- 
tune.  I  am  sure  mine  shall.  The  bite  of  a  mad 
dog  (a  most  tremendous  evil)  ends  soon  in  deaths 
but  the  effects  of  his  loss  of  memory  may  last  even 
to  the  longest  age  of  man;  therefwe  I  own  mjr 
friendship  for  him  has  now  changed  my  thoughts 
and  wishes  into  the  very  reverse  of  what  they  wer^ 
I  rejoice  to  hear  he  grows  lean.  I  am  sorry  to  heajf 
his  appetite  is  good.  I  was  glad  when  there  seemed 
an  approaching  mortification  in  his  eyelid.  In  one 
word,  the  man  I  wished  to  live  the  longest  I  wish 
the  soonest  dead.  It  is  the  only  blessing  that  caa 
now  befall  him.  His  reason  will  never  return;  or  if 
it  should,  it  will  only  be  to  show  him  the  misery  of 
having  lost  it.  I  am  impatient  for  his  going  wher^ 
imperfection  ceases,  and  where  perfection  begins ; 
where  Wilsons  cannot  break  in  and  steal,  and  where 
envy,  hatred,  and  malice  have  no  influence  or  power. 
While  he  continues  to  breathe,  he  is  an  example. 
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stronger  and '  more  piercing  than  he  or  any  other 
divine  could  preach,  against  pride,  conceit,  and 
vain-glory.  Good  God !  Doctor  Swift  beaten  and 
marked  with  stripes  by  a  beast  in  human  shape,  one 
Wilson.  *  But  he  is  not  only  an  example  against 
presumption  and  haughtiness,  but  in  reality  an  in- 
citement to  marriage.     Men  in  years  ought  always 


*  Dr  Francis  Wilson  was  prebendarj  of  Rilmactolway,  and 
.rector  of  Clondalkin,  in  the  diocese  of  Dublin,  the  great  tithes 
of  which  belong  to  the  deanery  of  St  Patrick's.  Dr  Wilson, 
who  liyed  in  the  centre  of  this  prebend  and  parish,  and  was  well 
acquainted  with  the  country,  farmed  these  tithes  of  Dr  Swift 
<m  Tery  reasonable  terms,  greatly  to  his  own  adrantage.  When 
the  Dean  was  much  in  the  decline  of  life,  he  invited  Dr  WiU 
son  to  accept  of  apartments  for  himself  and  his  wife  in  tin 
deanery  .house  at  Dublin ;  where  they  had  very  good  lodgings^ 
with  the  benefit  of  his  servants  and  stables*  I^  Swift's  me* 
mory  failing  him  greatly  at  this  time,  Wilson  took  the  advantage 
of  carrying  Jiim  to  his  house  at  Newland,  within  four  miles  of 
Dublin,  and  endeavoared  to  intoxicate  him  with  liquor,  which 
he  could  not  accomplish :  and  on  their  return  to  Dublin,  solicited 
Dr  Swift  to  make  him  sub-dean  of  St  Ritrick's^  and  turn  out  pr 
Wynne,  (See  p.  358.)  a  very  worthy  and  hospitable  gentldmin, 
which  Dr  Swift  refused;  on  which,  Dr  Wilson,  in  a  nioit 
outrageous  manner,  insulted  the  Dean,  beat  him  very  sererel]^ 
took  him  by  the  throat,  and  would  have  choked  him,  had  it  not 
been  for  the  Dean's  footman  and  coachman,  who  rescued  htm 
out  of  the  hands  of  Wilson.  This  afl&ir  made  a  great  noise  *  Wil. 
^on  was  forbidden  the  Dean's  house,  .and  died  soon  after.  To 
this  same  ^^  beast  in  human  shape,''  as  Lord  Orrery  justly  calls 
him,  Dr  Swift  had  bequeathed  ^^  the  works  of  Plato  in  three  folio 
volumes,  the  £arl  of  Clarendon's  History  in  three  folio  volumes, 
and  my  best  Bible,  together  with  thirteen  small  Persian  pictures 
in  the  drawing.room,  and  the  small  silver  tankard  given  to  me  by 
the  contribution  of  some  friends  whose  names  are  engraved  at  tlie 
bottom  of  the  said  tankard.''-— F.  Such  is  Faulkner's  account  of 
4his  extraordinary  transaction.  It  is  however  but  fair  to  observe, 
that  it  is  positively  contradicted  upon  oath,  by  Dr  Wilson  him* 
BeAif:9$  appears  from  the  following  aflBMlfivit,  -  which  was  found 
among  t;he  papers  of  Dr  King,  mentioned  a  few^  pages  before* 
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to  secure  a  friend  to  take  care  of  dedining  life,  an4 
watch  narrowly,  as  they  fall,  the  last  minute  particles 


THE  AFFIDAVIT 

OF  DB  rHANeiS  WILSON,  PABBBN04ET  OF  KILMACTOLWAY,  AND 
&ECTOK  OF  CLONDALKIN,  IK  THE  DIOCESE  OF  DUBLIN,  EXCUL- 
FATING  HIMSELF  FROM  THE  CHARGE  OF  CRUELTY,  ScC.  TO  DR 
SWIFT,  DEAN  OF  ST  PATRICK'S,  DUBLIN. 

The  Examination  of  the  Reverend  Fraficis  Wilson^  Doctor  in 

Dtvinit^j 

Who  being  duly  sworn  on  the  holy  eTangelists,  saith.  That  on 
Monday  the  .I4th  of  June  last  he  made  a  visit  to  the  Rer.  Doctor 
Swift,  Dean  of  St  Patrick's,  who  receiyed  the  said  Wilson  with 
his  usual  fondness,  which  was  always  very  great :  That  he  told 
the  said  Wilson  he  would  take  the  air  that  morning,  and  dine 
with  him  at  his  house  in  the  country  :  That  he  did  call  according. 
ly  for  his  coach  ;  and  one  Mrs  Ann  Ridgeway,  (who  usually  at. 
tends  him,)  but  the  coachman  and  she  being  both  abroad,  an 
hackney  coach  was  sent  for^  in  which  the  said  Doctor  Swift  and 
Wilson  arrived  at  Newlands,*  the  said  Wilson's  house,  the  said 
Dean  did  dine,  and^  as  this  examinant  believes,  drink  half  a  pint 
of  white  wine. 

That  soon  after  dinner  they  again  went  into  the  coach,  in  or- 
der to  return  to  Dublin :  That  for  about  the  first  two  miles  of 
the  road,  the  Dean  treated  the  said  Wilson  with  remarkable  civi* 
Uty  and  love  ;  but  that  of  a  sudden  he  cried  out  the  said  Wilson 
-vfas  the  devil,  and  bid  him  go  to  hell,  which  ^words  he  often  re. 
pcated  in  a  most  astonishing  rage ;  but  of  which  the  said  Wilson 
took,  no  other  notice  than  by  an  endeavour  to  appease  him  in  re* 
peatingsome  passages  out  of  such  authors  as  the  Dean  admired 
most ;  but  that,  instead  of  giving  any  attention  to  what  he  said 
Wilson  spoke,  he  struck  him  several  times  on  the  face,  scratched 
him^  and  tore  off  his  wig,  all  which  usage  the  said  Wilson  bore 
in  pity  for  the  poor  Dean's  infirmities^  and  in  love  to  his  person^ 


*  Newlands,  now  the  country-seat  of  the  Rigbt  Hon.  George  Ponsonby* 

.  It  fonne^  belonged  to  the  lamented  Lord  Kiln^en ;  and  it  was  coqiiog 

thence  to  town  that  that  respected  Judge  fell  a  victim  to.  popular  li^entioQS- 
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of  the  hour-glass.  A  bachelor  will  seldom  find", 
amoDg  all  his  kindred,  so  true  a  nurse,  so  fs^tfaful  a 
friend,  so  disinterested  a  companion,  as  one  tied  to 
him  by  the  double  chain  of  duty  and  affection.  A 
wife  could  not  be  banished  from  his  chamber,  or  his 
unhappy  hours  of  retirement;  nor  had  the  Dean 
felt  a  blow,  or  wanted  a  companion,  had  he  been 
joMirried^  or,  in  other  words,  hiad  $t^lla  Jived.,  ^^L 
that  a  friend  could  do^  has  been  doi\a  by  Mrs  White- 
way,;  all  that  a  coippanion  could  persuade^  has  he&sx 
attempted  by  Mrs  Ridgeway.  The  rest— but  I 
shall  run  on  for  ever,  and  I  set  out  at  first  only  W'ith 
an  intention  of  thanking  you  for  your  letter^  and 
assuring  you  that 

I  am.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  serviamt, 
"  Orrery.   . 

P.  S.  I  beg  to  h^r  from  you  from  time  tQ  tiiwe,  if 
any  new  6ccurrence  happens  in  the  Dean's  un- 
happy^  state. 


when  be  thrust  his  fipgers  into  the  i^  Wflsoti's  eyes;  npob 
which  the  said  Wilson  t>rdered  the  co^ch  to  ,stop,  wMeh  he  Idft 
with  the  natural  expressions  of  resentment  and  indignation,  "66- 
daring  he  would  not  again  tamely  suffer  the  greatest  ma  on 
earth  to  strike  him.  And  the  said  Wilson  further  saitir|^  wfr^lfe 
did  not  once  attempt  to  strike,  or  in  any  sort  to  tld&ti^  ife 
Bean's  person,  notwithstanding  the  proTOCation  was  as  abonT  bH 
forth.  .   .         ' 

Francis  WiuunsmJ 
Sworn  beforei  me  this  13th  of  July  1742. 

Day.  CflAiemBAir.  * 
(A  true  copy.) 


•  This  gentleman  was  a  magistrate  of  the  coilnty  of  Bnbfin  of  gveat  t^ 
spectabi%  and  fortime.    He  resided  in  Dawson  Street,  DnbUn,  was  as"  ^^^ 
peer,  and  had  been  fined  for  not  serviog  tb»  office  of  Lord  M^^r. 
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MR  FAULKNER  TO  MR  BOWYER. 

Dublin,  Oct  1,  1745. 
Dkar  Sir, 
Thb  bank  note  for  one  hundred  guineas  came 
eeUe  to  hand.  Enclosed  you  have  part  of  the  "  Ad- 
vice to  Servants/*  I  wish  I  could  get  franks  to 
send  it  in.  Fix  your  day  of  publication,  and  I  will 
^wait  until  you  are  ready,  that  we  may  both  come 
<Hit  the  same  day.  1  think  the  middle  of  November 
•will  do  very  well,  as  your  city,  as  well  as  Dublin, 
will  be  full  at  that  time,  I  shall  finish  the  volume 
with  a  Cantata  "*  of  the  Dean's,  set  to  music^  which 


♦  Dr  Beattie,  after  censuring  the  practice  of  what  he  callg 
illicit  imitatioQ,  observes,  that  '^  this  abuse  of  a  noble  art  did 
not  escape  the  satire  of  Swift ;  who,  though  deaf  to  the  charms 
of  music,  was  not  blind  to  the   absurdity  of  musicians.     He 
^commended  it  to  Dr  Echlin,  an  ingenious  gentleman  of  Ire- 
land, to  compose  a  cantata  in  ridicule  of  this  puerile  mimickry. 
Sere  we  have  motions  imitated,  which  are  the  most  inharmo* 
^ious,  and  the  least  connected  with  human  affections,  as  the  trot* 
ting,  ambling  and  galloping  of  Pegasus;  and  sounds  the  most 
unmusical,  as  cracking  and  snivelling,  and  rough  roistering  rus« 
-tic  roaring  strains;  the  words  high  and  deep,  have  high  and 
deep  notes  set  to  them ;  a  series  of  short  notes  of  equal  lengths 
Are  introduced,  to  imitate  shivering  and  shaking ;  an  irregular 
rant  of  quick  sounds,  to  express  rumbling ;  a  sudden  rise  of  the 
Toice,  from  a  low  to  a  high  pitch,  to  denote  flying  above  the 
sky;   a   ridiculous   run   of  chromatic  divisions   on  the  words 
Celia  dies ;  with  other  droll  contrivances  of  a  like  nature.     In  a 
-word.  Swift's   cantata  may  convince  any   person,  that  mnsic 
uniformly  imitative  wonld  be  ridiculous.     I  observe^  in  passing^ 
that  the  satire  of  this  piece  is  levelled,  not  at  absurd  imitation 
only,  but  also  at  some  other  musical  improprieties  ;  such  as  the 
idle  repetitidti  of  the  same  words,  the  running  of  long  extrava. 
gant  divisions,  uppn  one  »yUable^  and  the  setting  of  wocds  t(^ 
music  that  have  no  meaning." 
VOL.  XIX.  y 
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in  my  opinion,  will  have  a  greater  run  with  the 
lovers  of  harmony  than  any  of  the  Corelli*s,  Vi- 
valdi's, PurceU's,  or  Handel's  pieces.  When  Ame, 
the  famous  composer,  was  last  in  Ireland,  he  made 
application  to  me  for  this  cantata  (which  I  could  not 
then  procure),  to  set  it  to  music:  perhaps  he  may 
do  it  now,  and  bring  it  on  the  stage  ;  which,  if  he 
does,  will  run  more  than  the  Beggar's  Opera ;  and 
therefore  I  would  have  you  get  it  engraved  ia  folio^ 
with  scores  for  bass,  &c.,  which  will  make  it  sell 
very  well.  I  believe  you  might  get  something  hand- 
some for  it  from  Rich,  or  the  managers  of  Drury* 
lane,  for  which  I  shall  send  you  the  original  MSL 
I  am  thus  partiqular,  that  you  may  have  the  profit 
to  yourself,  as  you  will  have  the  trouble.  I  was  in 
daily  expectation,  for  six  weeks,  of  going  to  Lon- 
don ;  but  was  prevented  by  many  accidents — I  can- 
not say  business,  fori  never  had  less,  as  Mr  Hitch 
well  knows,  having  had  no  order  from  me  for  two 
months  past.  The  "  Advice  to  Servants"  was  never 
finished  by  the  Dean,  and  is  consequently  very  in- 
correct; I  believe  you  may  see  some  Irishisms  m  it; 
if  so,  pray  correct  them.  The  Dean's  friends  do 
not  know  the  manner  of  an  assignment,  and  desire 
you  will  send  over  the  form.  The  story  of  the  In- 
jured Lady  does  not  make  above  a  sheet ;  and  will 
vex  your  northern  hardy  neighbours  more  than  the 
**  Public  Spirit  of  the  Whigs/'  of  which  they  com- 
plained to  Queen  Anne.  As  you  are  famous  for 
writing  prefaces,  pray  help  me  to  one  for  "  Advice 
to  Servants,"  for  which  I  have  not  yet  printed  the 
title.  My  best  compliments  to  our  friends,  and 
should  be  obliged  to  Mr  Dodsley  for  the  two  let- 
ters; which  you  may  send,  under  cover  to  Samuel 
Bindon,  Esq.,  at  my  house.  I  am  whimsical,  and 
send  you  the  beginning  of  <*  Advice,"  &c.  and  the 
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remsunder  to  Mr  Hitch,  that  you  may  print  it  im- 
mediately. I  think  it  might  be  printed  without  tl^ 
**  Injured  Lady,"  as  your  volume  will  make  the 
better  figure  with  original  pieces :  but  this  I  submit 
to  your  better  judgment. 

I  long  much  to  see  London,  although  I  have  no 
other  business  than  to  visit  my  friends,  and  do  them 
any  service  in  my  power ;  and  if  I  can  be  useful  to 
you  in  England  or  Ireland,  pray  let  me  know,  and 
1  will  do  it  I  would  not  have  you  advertise  until 
two  or  three  days  before  you  publish,  in  which  I 
wish  you  all  imaginable  success  ;  and  am,  dear  Sir, 
your  faithful  friend^  and  obliged  humble  servant, 

GHORGK  FaUIiKI^SE. 


JIK  ACCOUNT  OF  A  MONUMENT  ERECTEO    TO   THE 
MEMORY  OF  DK  SWIFT,  IN  IRELANP, 

TO  MR  GEORGE  FAULKNER.  ♦ 

Neaia,  Feb.  14,  17W« 
Sib, 
I  HAVE  at  last  finished,  what  you  have  oft^n 
heard  me  wish  I  might  be  able  to  do,  a  mon undent 
for  the  greatest  genius  of  our  age,  the  l^te  Dean  of 
St  Patrick's.  The  thing  in  itself  is  but  a  trifle  ;  but 
it  is  more  than  I  should  ever  have  attempted,  bsid  I 
not  with  indignation  seen  a  country  (so  honoured 
by  the  birth  of  so  great  a  man,  and  w  faithfully 


*  By  Sir  John  Bfownej  of  the  cooDtj  of  MajOt^F. 
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-served  by  him  all  his  life)  so  long  and  so  shamefully 
negligent  in  erecting  some  monument  of  gratitude 
tabis  memory.  Countries  are  not  wise  in  such  ne- 
glect ;  for  they  hurt  themselves.  Men  of  genius 
are  encouraged  to  apply  their  talents  to  the  service 
of  their  country,  when  they  see  in  it  gratitude  fo  the 
memory  of  those  who  have  deserved  well  of  them. 
The  ingenious  Pere  Castle  told  me  at  Paris,  that  he 
reckoned  it  the  greatest  misfortune  to  him  that  he 
was  not  born  an  Englishman  ;  and,  when  he  explain- 
ed himself,  it  was  only  for  this,  that,  after  two  hun- 
dred years,  they  had  erected  a  monument  to  Shake- 
speare ;  and  another  to  a  modern,  but  to  the  greatest 
of  them,  Sir  Isaac  Newton.  Great  souls  are  very 
disinterested  in  the  affairs  of  life ;  they  look  for 
fame  and  immortality,  scorning  the  mean  paths  of 
interest  and  lucre:  and,  surely,  in  an  age  so  mer- 
cenary as  ours,  men  should  not  be  so  sparing  to  give 
public  marks  of  their  gratitude  to  men  of  such  vir- 
tue, dead,  however  they  may  treat  them  living; 
since  in  so  doing,  they  bespeak,  and  almost  insure 
to  themselves,  a  succession  of  such  useful  persons  ia 
society.  It  was  with  this  view  that  I  have  deter- 
mined to  throw  in  my  mite. 

In  a  fine  lawn  below  my  house,  I  have  planted  a 
hippodrome.  It  is  a  circular  plantation,  consisting 
of  five  walks ;  the  central  of  which  is  a  horse-course, 
and  three  rounds  make  exactly  a  mile.  All  the 
lines  are  so  laid  out,  that,  from  the  centre,  the  six 
rows  of  trees  appear  but  one,  and  form  100  arches 
round  the  field;  in  the  centre  of  which  I  have 
erected  a  mount,  and  placed  a  marble  column  on 
its  proper  pedestal,  with  all  the  decorations  of  the 
order;  on  the  summit  of  which  I  have  placed  a 
Pegasus,  just  seeming  to  take  flight  to  the  Heavens; 
and^  on  the  die  of  the  pedestal  I  have  engraved 
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Ae  following  inscription,  written  by  ah  ingenious 
firiend :  -      . 

IW  HEMORIAM  JONATHAN  SWltT,  S.  T.  P.  VI RI  %ISX  ^J^tiU 

AONIDVM  PONTES  APERIS,    DIVINE  POETA, 
ARTE  NOVA  :    ^THEREAS  PROPRIIS,  ET  PEGA9V8,  AllS 
6CANDE  DOMOS:     ATERNVM  ADDET  TVA  PAMA  COLVMNiB 
HVIC  ME&IORI  DECVS.       HIC,  TANTI  QVA  POSSVMVS  VMBR43f 
NOBONIS  IN  MENTEM,  SACRO  REYOCARE  QTOTANNIS 
I.VDORVM  RITV  IVTAT;    HIC  TIBI  PAllTVS  UONORyif 
OFFEBTTR  CVMVLtS  :    LAVDVM  QVO  FINE  TVORYM 
COPIA  CLATDATTR  QTI  QTJBRIT,   6ENTIS  IERNJ5 
PECTORA  SCRYTETYRj  LATTMQVE  INTERROOET  ORBEM. 

MDCCL. 

I  have  also  appointed  a  small  fund  for  annual  pre» 
miums  to  be  distributed  in  the  celebration  of  games 
at  the  monument  yearly.  The  ceremony  is  to  last 
three  days,  beginning  the  first  of  May  yearly.  On 
this  day,  young  maids  and  men  in  the  neighbour- 
hood are  to  assemble  in  the  hippodrome,  with  their 
garlands  and  chaplets  of  flowers,  and  to  dance  round 
the  monument,  singing  the  praises  of  this  ingenious 
patriot,  and  strewing  with  flowers  all  the  place :  af- 
ter which  they  are  to  dance  for  a  prize ;  the  best 
dancer  among  the  maids  is  to  be  presented  with  a  cap 
and  ribbands ;  and,  after  the  dance,  the  young  men 
are  to  run  for  a  hat  and  gloves. 

The  second  day,  there  is  to  be  a  large  market 
upon  the  ground :  and  the  girl  who  produces  the 
finest  hank  of  yarn,  and  the  most  regular  reel  and 
count,  is  to  have  a  guinea  premium ;  and  the  person 
who  buys  the  greatest  quantity  of  yarn  is  to  have  a 
premium  of  two  guineas. 

The  third  day,  the  farmer  who  produces  the  best 
yearling  calf  of  his  own  breed  is  to  have  two  guineas 
premium ;  and  he  that  produces  the  fairest  colt  or 
iSAly,  of  his  own  breed  likewise,  not  over  two  years 
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old,  shall  receive  a  premium  of  two  guineas  also.~ 
Thus  the  whole  will  not  exceed  ten  pounds ;  and  all 
these  useful  branches  of  our  growth  and  manufac* 
ture  will  be  encouraged,  in  remembering  the  patron 
who  with  so  much  care  and  tenderness  recommended 
them  to  others,  and  cherished  them  himself.  I  am, 
dear  Sir, 

Your  humble  servant, 

J.  B. 
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[Tlie  letters  which  follow  have  reached  the  Editor  too  late  to  be 
regularly  inserted  in  the  order  of  their  dates,  but  are,  for  the 
most  part,  too  interesting  to  be  suppressed.  Only  two  of  the 
number,  it  is  beliejed,  have  been  hitherto  published.  The  two 
letters  from  Swift  to  Addison,  and  the  twelve  letters  from  the 
Dean  to  Mr  Tickell,  werecommunicated,  in  the  most  obliging 
and  liberal  manner  possible,  by  Major  Tickell,  the  descendant 
ef  the  poet.  J 
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TO  MR  ADDISON. 

Dublin,  August  22^  1710. 

Sir, 
I  LOOKED  long  enough  at  the  wind  to  set  yon  safe 
at  the  other  side,  and  then  *  ****  our  conduct,  very 
unwilling  for  fear  you  [about  two  lines  are  effaced] 
up  to  a  post-horse,  and  hazard  your  lirabs  to  be 
made  a  member.  I  believe  you  had  the  displeasure 
of  much  ill  news  almost  as  soon  as  you  landed. 
Even  the  moderate  Tories  here  are  in  pain  al  these 
revolutions,  being  what  will  certainly  affect  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough,  and,  consequently,  the  suc- 
cess of  the  war.  My  lord-lieutenant  asked  me'yes*- 
terday  when  I  intended  for  England.  I  said  I  had 
no  business  there  now,  since  I  suppose  in  a  little 
time  I  should  not  have  one  friend  left  that  had  any 
credit ;  and  his  excellency  was  of  my  opinion.  I 
never  once  began  your  [task^']  since  you  [left  ihisl 
being  perpetually  prevented  by  all  the  company  I 
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kept,  and  especially  Captain  Pratt,  to  whom  I  am 
almost  a  domestic  upon  your  account,  I  am  con- 
vinced, that  whatever  Government  come  over,  you 
will  find  all  marks  of  kindness  from  any  Parliament 
here,  with  respect  to, your  employment ;  the  Tories 
contending  with  the  Whigs  which  should  speak  best 
of  you.  Mr  Pratt  says,  he  has  received  such  marks 
of  your  sincerity  and  friendship,  as  he  never  can  for- 
get; and,  in  short,  if  you  will  come  over  again, 
when  you  are  at  leisure,  we  will  raise  an  army,  and 
make  you  king  of  Ireland.  Can  you  think  so  mean- 
ly of  a  kingdom,  as  not  to  be  pleased  that  every 
creature  in  it,  who  hath  one  grain  of  worth,  has  a 
veneration  for  you.  1  know  there  is  nothing  in  this 
to  make  you  add  any  value  to  yourself;  but  it  ought 
to  put  you  on  valuing  them,  and  to  convince  you 
that  they  are  not  an  undistinguishing  people.  On 
Thursday,  the  Bishop  of  Clogher,  the  two  Pratts, 
and  I,  are  to  be  as  happy  as  Ireland  will  give  us 
leave ;  we  are  to  dine  with  Mr  Paget  at  the  Castle, 
and  drink  your  health.  The  bishop  shewed  me  the 
first  volume  of  the  small  edition  of  the  Tatler,  where 
there  is  a  very  handsome  compliment  to  me ;  but  I 
can  never  pai'don  the  printing  the  news  of  every 
Tatler— »I  think  he  might  as  well  have  printed  the 
advertisements.  I  knew  it  was  a  bookseller's  piece 
of  craft,  to  increase  the  bulk  and  price  of  what  he 
was  sure  would  sell ;  but  I  utterly  disapprove  it.  I 
beg  you  would  freely  tell  me  whether  it  will  be  of 
any  account  for  me  to  come  to  England.  I  would 
not  trouble  you  for  advice,  if  I  knew  where  else  to 
Ask  it.  We  expect  every  day  to  hear  of  my  lord- 
president's  removal ;  if  he  were  to  continue^  I  might, 
perhaps,  hope  for  some  of  his  good  offices.  Yoa 
ordered  me  to  give  you  a  memorial  of  what  I  hlul  iu 
tny  thoughts.  There  were  two  thing^^  Dr  So-   -■'th'i 
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prebend  and  sinecure,  or  the  place  of  historiogra- 
pher. But  if  things  go  on  in  the  train  they  are  now, 
I  shall  only  beg  you,  when  there  is  an  account  to  be 
depended  on  for  a  new  government  here,  that  you 
will  give  me  early  notice  to  procure  an  addition  to 
iuy  fortunes.  And  with  saying  so,  I  take  my  leave 
of  troubling  you  with  myself. 

I  do  not  desire  to  hear  from  you  till  you  are  out  of 
[the]  hurry  at  Malmsbury.  *  I  long  till  you  have 
some  good  account  of  your  Indian  affairs,  so  as  to 
make  public  business  depend  upon  you,  and  not 
you  upon  that.  I  read  your  character  in  Mrs  Man- 
ly's  noble  Memoirs  of  Europe.  It  seems  to  me,  as 
if  she  had  about  two  thousand  epithets  and  fine 
words  packed  up  in  a  bag ;  and  that  she  pulled 
them  out  by  handfuls,  and  strewed  them  on  her  pa» 
per^  where  about  once  in  five  hundred  times  they 
happen  to  be  right. 

My  lord-lieutenant,  we  reckon,  will  leave  us  in  a 
fortnight ;  I  led  him,  by  a  question,  to  tell  me  he 
did  not  expect  to  continue  in  the  government,  aor 
would,  when  all  his  friends  were  out.  Pray  take 
some  occasion  to  let  my  {^Lord]  Halifax  know  the 
Bensie  I  have  of  the  favour  he  intended  me. 

I  am  with  great  respect,  Sir,  your  most  obedient 
and  most  obliged  humble  servant, 

J.  Swift. 


*  For  which  borough  Addison  was  then  candidate,  and  after, 
wards  member. 
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LETTER  FROM  SWIFT. 

[The  address  and  eavelope  of  this  letter  have  |)een  lost.  It  wm» 
found  among  the  records  in  Birminghani  Tower,  Dublin  Castle^ 
and  obligingly  copied  for  this  work,  by  Edward  Lawson,  i!sq. 
Barrister  at  Law,  and  Sub-Commissioner  of  Records  in  Ireland. 
It  seems  to  hare  been  addressed  to  some  friend  in  Ireland  dur. 
ing  Swift's  residence  at  Ijetcombc  in  Berkshire,  after  the  disso- 
lution of  Oxford's  administration.  There  is  no  signature  nor 
place  of  date.] 


July  29,  1714. 

Sir, 
I  HAVE  been  these  two  months  fifty  miles  from 
London,  to  avoid  the  storm  that  has  happened  at 
Court.  The  news  will  tell  you  a  post  or  two  before 
this  of  my  Lord  Ox/s  laying  down  ;  he  was  to  do  it 
yesterday.  He  has  sent  to  desire  I  would  stay  some 
time  with  him  at  his  house  in  Herefordshire,  which 
I  am  not  likely  to  refuse,  though  I  may  probably 
suffer  a  good  deal  in  my  little  affairs  in  Ireland  by 
my  absence.  This  makes  it  necessary  for  me  to  de- 
sire you  would  please  to  renew  my  license  of  ab- 
sence, which  expires  about  the  end  of  August.  As 
soon  as  it's  expired,  I  should  hope  so  much  from 
your  friendship,  that,  though  any  accident  might 
happen  to  prevent  your  timely  notice,  that  you 
would  do  me  such  a  favour  whenever  there  is  occa- 
sion. I  had  fixed  my  journey  to  Ireland  to  be  oa 
the  second  of  August,  when  this  incident  changed 
it.  I  think  it  is  about  this  time  two  years  ♦  that  you 
came  to  my  lodgings  with  Mr  Pratt,  to  tell  me  the 


*  This  is  an  odd  mistake.  Lord  Godolphin  went  out  of  office, 
in  1710,  four  years  before  the  date  of  the  letter. 
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news  of  Lord  Godolphin'a  g^ing  oiit^  which  was  asl 
joyful  to  me  as  this  is  otherwise,  I  believe  you 
will  reckon  me.ai:i  ill  courtier  to  follow,  a  discarded 
statesman  to  bis  retirement,  especially  when  I  have 
been  always  well  with  those  how  in  power,  as  I  was 
with  him.  But  to  answer  thjat  would  requim  talk- 
ing, and  I.have  already  troubled,  you  so  kiuch  who 
are  a  man  of  business.     I  am  Sir, 

Youu  tnost  obedient  humWe  servant, 

J*.  Swift* 

Pray  let  the  absence  b(&  general  as  before.     I  was 
very  near  wanting  it  some  months  ago  with  a  wit-: 
ness.  *     I>know  not  what  alterations  this  change 
may  make  in  the  scheme, for  Irish  promotions.     I- 
hear  Dr  Pratt  and  EUwood  are  secure. 


,.i ..  'r 


TO  MR  ADDISON.f 

Diifelin,  Ju!y  9,  I7ir. 

Sir,  '     ^ 

I  SHOULD  be  much  concerned  $f  I  did  not  think 
you  were  a  little  angry  with  me  for  not  congmtulat- 


*  Allading  probably  to  the  chance  tl^rd  was  of  hh  being  ob« 
Itged  to  iky  <m  account  of  the  offeace  taken  ^t,  tbo*^^  Public 
Spirit  of  the  Whigs." 

f  This  curious  and  valuable  letter  was  found  amongst  the 
papers  of  Mr  Tickell  the  poet.  There  is  a  very  kind  letter  from 
Addison,  dated  Mth  March,  1717-18.  Vol.  XVI.  p,  327.  But 
as  it  refers  to  some  application  made  by  the  Dean  in  favour  of 
friends,  it  must  have  been  in  reply  to  a  subsequent  letter  from 
Swift,  as  that  which  is  now  given  to  the  public  contains  no  such 
passage. 
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ing  you  upon  being  Secretary.  But  I  chooie  my 
time  as  I  would  to  visit  you,  when  all  your  com-^ 
pany  is  gone.  I  am  confident  you  have  given  ease 
of  mind  to  many  thousand  people^  who  will  never 
believe  any  ill  can  be  intended  to  the  constitution 
in  church  or  state,  while  you  are  in  so  high  a  trust, 
and  I. should  have  been  of  the  same  opinion  though 
I  had  not  the  happiness  to  know  you. 

I  am  extremely  obliged  for  your  kind  remembrance 
some  months  ago,  by  the  Bishop  of  Derry,  and  for 
your  generous  intentions,  if  you  had  come  to  Ireland, 
to  have  made  party  give  way  to  friendship  by  con- 
tinuing your  acquaintance* 

I  examine  my  heart,  and  can  find  no  other  reason 
why  I  write  to  you  now,  beside  that  great  love  and 
esteem  I  have  always  had  for  you.  I  have  nothing  to 
ask  you  either  for  any  friend  or  for  myself.  When  I 
conversed  among  ministers,  I  boasted  of  your  ac- 
quaintance, but  I  feel  no  vanity  from  being  known 
to  a  secretary  of  state.  I  am  only  a  little  concerned 
to  see  you  stand  single  ffor  jt  is.  a  prodigious  singu- 
larity in  any  court  to  owe  one's  rise  entirely  to  merit. 
I  will  venture  to  tell  you  a  secret,  that  three  or  four 
more  such  choices,  would  gain  more  hearts  in  three 
^eek^,  than  all  th$  methods  hitherto  practised  have 
be^  ablQ  to  do  in  as  many  years. 

It  is  now  time  for  me  to  recollect  that  I  am  writ- 
ing to  a  secretary  of  state,  who  has  little  time  allow- 
ed him  for  trifles  ;  I  therefore  take  my  leave,  with 
assurances  of  my  being  ever,  with  the  truest  re- 
spect, Sir, 

Your  most  obedient 

and  mo^t  humble  servant, 

JoNATM.  Swift. 
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TO  THE  REV.  DR  ROBERT  MOSSOM, 

DBAK  OF  aSSOEY^  AT«  KILKENNY.* 

Dublin,  jF^bruarj  14, 1720,.2l. 

Wh«n  I  had  the  favour  of  your's  of  the  8th  in- 
staat,  I  wa$  in  very  ill  healthy  and  am  since  but 
^owly  recovering.  About  five  years  ago  I  had 
wme  dii^putes  with  my  chapter,  upon  this  occasioa 
of  my  negatives,  which  was  never  contradicted  be* 
fore,  nor  did  the  members  directly  do  it  then,  but 
by  some  $ide  ways  of  arguing  the  ill  consequenceg 
which  might  follow  if  it  had  no  exceptions.  This 
they  were  spirited  to  by  the  A.  B.  ofTuam,  who  incite 
ed  the  A-  B,  of  Dublin,  and  who  said  he  had  long 
entertained  an  opinion  against  my  negative.  Since 
that  they  never  contradicted  it :  and  the  point  is,  as 
you  sayi  perfectly  absurds  I  then  writ  to  the 
Bishop  of  Rochester,  and  Dean  of  Sarum,  who  had 
been  my  old  friends ;  the  former  distinguished  be-» 
tween  deaneries  of  the  old  and  new  establishment,  and 
both  of  them  advised  me  to  make  as  little  stir  as  I 
could,  t  The  Dean  of  Sarum  said  positively  that  he 
bad  no  more  power  in  the  chapter  than  a  senior  pre* 
bendary ;  that  when  he  was  absent,  the  next  senior 
presided  of  course,  and  had  only  a  vote.  In  this  case^ 
without  doubt>  [time]  hath  made  it,  that  things  may  be 


*  The  origiDal  of  this  letter  is  in  the  post essioa  of  Leonard 
MacnaUj,  Esq.  Barrister  at  law,  Dublin.  It  refers  to  a  contro* 
Tersy  upon  a  point  of  ecclesiastical  jurisdictioD,  upon  which 
Swi/t  also  consulted  Atterburj* 

f  See  Swift's  correspondence  with  Atterburv  on  this  subject. 
Vol.  XVI.  p.  ^66. 
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[done]  by  the  Dean  and  chapter,  whether  the  form- 
er consents  or  no.  But  you  are  to  understand,  that 
the  privileges  and  powers  of  the  Dean  of  St  Patrick 
depend  upon  subsequent  grants  and  confirmations 
of  Popes,  parliaments,  kings,  and  archbishops. 
Now,  if  your  charter  be  much  older  than  Ed- 
ward IV/s  time,  for  ought  I  know  you  may  be 
on  the  foot  of  St  Patrick's,  as  that  was  upon  the  foot 
of  Sarum,  before  the  subsequent  *  *  [some  zoords  i/- 
legible.]  There  is  a  French  act  of  Parliament,  Edward 
IV.  where  it  is  recited,  that  whereas  the  Dean  of  St 
Patrick  is  ordinary,  &c.  and  has  such  and  such  privi- 
leges, &c.  so  that  then  they  were  knoivri.  This 
deanery  is  50S  years  oM,  and  several  of  the  Dean*s 
powers  were  granted  in  the  first,  second,  and  third 
century  after  ;  and  the  error  of  my  opponents  lay  in 
thinking  this  deanery  was  like  that  of  Sarum,  with- 
out considering  what  came  after:  T believe  your 
best  argument  will  be,  to  insist,  in  general,  that  you 
copy  after  St  Patrick's,  and  if  they  allow  that,  1  will 
provide  you  with  power  and  privilege  enough.  It 
is  an  infallible  maxim,  that  not  one  thing  here  is 
done  without  the  Dean's  consent.  If  he  proposeth, 
it  is  then  left  to  the  majority  ;  because  his  proposal 
is  his  consent.  This  is  as  much  as  I  can  send  you 
at  present,  from  a  giddy  akiiig  head.  If  you  com* 
mand  any  further  particulars  from  me,  of  my  prac- 
tice here,  or  any  other  point  wherein  1  can  do  you 
service,  you  shall  find  me  ready  to  obey ;  and  I  think 
there  are  few  older  acquaintances  than^ou  and  I. . . . 
Believe,  with  great  truth.  Sir, 

Your  mo^t  obedient 

humble  servant, 

JoNAXH«  Swift. 
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TO  MR  TICKELL- 

Deanery-Hoase,  July  ii,  1724. 
Sir, 
.  I  SHALL  wait  on  you  at  the  time  and  place  you 
appoint,  although  it  is  hard  that  you  last  comers  and 
lodgers  should  invite  us  old  housekeepers,  which  I 
would  have  you  to  know  I  am,  and  can  bring  yoa 
half-a-dozen  men  in  gowns  to  depose  it.  I  shall 
therefore  attend  you  only  on  this  condition,  that  yoa 
will  be  ready  to  fix  a  day  for  dining  at  the  deanei;y 
with  Lord  Forbes  and  Mr  Sheridan,  because  the  lat-r 
ter  has  been  heard  to  boast  that  you  wiU  condef- 
scend  to  suffer  him.  f 

I  am,  with  great  respect.  Sir, 

Your  mo3t  obedient  humble  servant, 
Jon ATii.  Swim* 


TO  THE  SAME.    ' 

Deaneiy-Honse,  Augast  3,  1724. 
Sir, 

I  SHOULD  have  waited  on  you  before  now,  if  I  had 
not  been  tormented  with  an  old  Texaiioits  disofder 
of  a  deafness  and  noise  in  ray  ear^,  which  has  re- 
turned, after  having  left  me  above  two  years,  and 
makes  me  unsupportable  to  others  and  myself. 

I  now  make  bold  to  trouble  in  an  affair  which 
goes  very  near  my  heart.  Mr  Proby,  Surgeon-Ge- 
neral,  my  old  friend,  and  most  generally  beloved  of 

VOL.   XIX.  z 
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any  man  in  this  kingdom,  lies  under  a  great  misfor- 
tune at  present.  His  eldest  son,  a  captain  in  Lord 
Tirawly's  regiment,  hath  been  accused  at  Galloway 
for  discovering  an  inclination  to  popery,  and  se- 
veral affidavits  have  been  made  against  him.  The 
young  man  desires  nothing  but  a  fair  trial.  The 
accusation  iis  generally  judged  malicious  and  false: 
But  that  ccrncerns  you  not.  He*  is  to  be  tried  in  a 
feKviday&,*  but  the  matter  mtist  first  go  before  the 
I/)7ds>Ju^tice9.  Mr  Proby  being  utterly  unknown 
to  you>  demres  the  favour  to  wait  upon  you  either 
this  afferhdon  or  evening,  or  early  to-ittorrow  morn- 
ing^ ^He  does  not  intend  this  as  a  sblicitor  for  his 
seti^i  h^*  had  to^  mtith  discretidn ;  but  because  the 
bu^nesB  will  "firtt  come  befoi^e  the  Lords- Justices, 
he  thinks  it  will  be  proper  for  him  to  wait  art  you, 
and  say  or  ask 'wliat  is  convenient,  and  thought 
that  jtey  neconfrmendation  will  facilitate  his  access. 
Therefof^j  ptay  Sir  mistake  me  not,  I  am  not  at  all 
making  you  an  advocate,  but  only  desiring  that  he 
inay  not  see  you  whdjy  as  a  stranger. 

You  will  please  to  signif5ri5y^one  of  your  servants 
what  hour  you  will  permit  Mr  Proby  to  attend  you. 
I  am,  with  gr^t  respect,  Sfix, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 
:  f    .  .     ..  JoNATH.  Swift. 


*  Sifift^ls^  inter(}edfd  IB.  behalf  of  thi$  yanog  giSBtlemaD  witk 
Lord  C9rterot,  then  lordtlieateQaat    See  VoL  XVI.  p.  473^ 
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TO  THE  SAME. 

]>e8tnery^Hott9e^  Sept.  4,  1724. 
&R, 
I  DESIRE  you  will  please  to  send  the  incloeed.  I  beg 
your  pardon  for  so  often  troubling  you,  bijt  I  owed  his 
excellency  a  letter.*     I  am  pretty  well  eased  of  my 
troublous  disorder,  and  intend  to  wait  on  you  soon» 
and  hope  you  will  make  some  appointment  with  those 
you  like  best,  that  we  may  meet  giMhe  Deanery. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

J-  Swift- 


to  THE  SAME. 

Deanerjr-Hausei'Qct  94,  179^ 
Sir, 
1  DID  not  design  to  attend  my  lord-^eutenant,  till^ 
his  hurry  of  visits  and  ceremony  were  over  j  but  I, 
fear  it  will  be  long  before  I  can  have  th^  honour,; 
for  I  am  so  cruelly  persecuted  with  the  retufn  Qf  ixyifi 
deafness,  that  I  am  fit  for  nothing  bi^t  tp  moap  in  .my 
chamber.     I  therefore  humbly  entreat  your  favour,  - 
to  present  my  most  humble  duty  to.  his  ejxcelleDcy, ; 


♦  The  inclosure  appears  to  have  been  the  letter  id  Ebrd  Oif- 
teret,  dated  3d  Sep(tember  17^,  upon  the  subject  chiefly  of  Dr 
Berkeley's  expedition  to  Bermudas.    See  Vol,  XVI.  p.  467. 
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and  to  let  him  know  the  unlucky  cause  that  hinders- 
me  from  waiting  on  him,  which  1  apprehend  will  yet 
continue  some  weeks.  I  have  already  had  but  too 
much  cause  to  complain  of  a  disorder  which  hath  so 
long  deprived  me  of  the  happiness  of  your  company. 
I  conclude  you  are  now  a  busy  man  5  and  there- 
fore shall  only  add,  that  I  am,  with  great  esteem. 
Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

J.  Swift. 


to  MR  STAFFORD  LIGHTBURNE.* 

•  Quilca,  April  22,  1725.  . 
Sir, 
Your  letter  was  sei>t  hither  to  me.  I  have  been 
so  ill  with  a  giddiness  and  deafness,  that  I  thought 
it  best  to  retire  far  into  the  country,  where  I  now  am, 
in  a  wild  place  belonging  to  Mr  Sheridan,  seven  miles 
from  Kells.  I  am  very  glad  of  your  good  success  in 
Bngland,  for  I  always  believed  you  had  justice  on 
your  side ;  at  the  same  time,  I  am  gripved  at  the  dif- 
ficulties your  adversary's  family  must  be  under  by 
their  own  wrong  proceedings,  and  should  be  more 
so,  if  that  puppy,  who  is  heir,  had  not  s6  behaved 
himself,  as  to  forfeit  all  regard  or  pity.  Mr  Worrali 
has  the  remaining  bonds  of  Laracor,  &c.  and  a 
power  from  me  to  receive  the  money,  which  I  much 


*  The  original  is  in  the  possession  of  General  Lightburne» 
the  transcript  was  obligingly  furnished  by  Mr  Theophilus  Swift. 
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want,  having  half  rained  myself  by  building  a  wall, 
which  is  as  bad  as  a  lavr-snit.  I  desire  Mr  Proudfoot 
may,  with  his  payments,  give  the  names  of  every  te- 
nant, and  the  sums  they  paid,  and  take  receipts  from 
Mr  Worrall.  Present  my  service  to  my  cousin.  I 
hope  this  journey  has  contributed  to  her  health,  as 
well  as  her  fortune. 

I  am  your  most  humble  servant, 

J.  Swift. 

The  postman  tells  me  that  a  letter  directed  to  me 
at  Mr  Latimer's  at  Kells,  and  put  into  the  bye-bag 
at  Trim,  will  be  sent  to  me  ;  so  that  if  you  have  any 
occasion  to  write,  you  may  take  that  way.  I  have 
desired  Mr  Wallis  to  appear  for  me  at  the  visitation. 

Feb.  M,  17«7-8- 
I  have  received  from  Mr  Stafford  Lightburne,  L.S2 
Sterling,  in  full  of  all  interest,  and  sJl  dues  and  de- 
niands  whatsoever,  to  the  day  of  the  date  hereof.    I 
say,  received  by  me, 
L.S2.  JoNATH.  Swift. 


TO  MR  TICKELL. 

'  July  19,  1725. 

Sir,  ' 

Your  whole  behavionr,  with  relation  to  myself, 
ever  since  1  had  the  honoirr  to  be  known  to  you,  hath 
tended  maliciously  to  hindel*  me  from  writing  or 
speaking  any  thing  that  could  deserve  to  be  read  or 
beard.    I  can  no  sooner  hint  my  desire  of  a  favour 


Digitized  by 


Google 


55S  EPISTOLARY  CORRESPONDENCE. 

to  a  friend,  but  you  immediately  grant  it,  on  purpose 
to  load  me,  so  as  to  put  it  out  of  my  power  to  express 
my  gratitude ;  and  against  yoiir  conscience  you  put 
compliments  upon  the  letter  I  write,  where  the  sub* 
ject  is  only  to  beg  a  favour,  on  purpose  fo  make  me 
write  worse,  or  not  at  all,  for  the  future.  I  remem- 
ber some  faint  strokes  of  this  unjust  proceeding  in 
myself,  when  1  had  a  little  credit  in  the  world,  but 
in  no  comparison  with  yours,  which  have  filled  up 
the  measure  of  iniquity. 

I  have  often  thought  \\  a  monstrous  folly  in  us, 
who  aret  tied  to  this  kingdom,  to  have  any  frieiKJ^ip 
with  vdus  autreSf  who  are  birds  of  passage,  while  we 
are  sure  to  ,be  forsaken  like  young  wenches  who  are 
seduced  by  soldiers  that  quarter  among  them  for  a  few 
months.  Therefore  I  prudently  resolved  to  make  no 
othaF  use  of  yofi,  than  for  my  present  satisfaction,  by 
iosproving  rmy^elf  from ybai"  conversation,  or  making 
i];le  of  youf  iniehnsl:  U^  thi^  advantage  of  my  friends 
But.  when  yon  liave  us,*  I  will,  for  my  own  quiot, 
send  as  few  sighs  after  you  as  I  caa%  For,  when  Gods 
used  to  come  down  to  earth  to  converse  with  females, 
it  was  true  judgment  in  the  lady  who  chose  rather 
to  marry  an  earthly  lover  than  Apollo,  who  would 
be  always  gambling  to  hfiav^a^^nd,  besides,  would 
be  young  when  she  was  old. 

And,  to  shew  I  am  serious  in  my  resolutions,  I  now 
entreat  another  good.offiw  from  you,  in  behalf  of  a, 
young  gentleman,  Mr  James  Stopford,  a  fellow  of 
the  college.     He  is  a  man  of  birth  and  fortune,  but 
the  latter  a  little  engaged  by  travelling ;  and  having 
now  as  strong  temptations  to  travel  again  with  great 
advantage,  as  governor  to  a  youi^  person,  he  dc« 
sires  the  honour  of  being  admitted  to  my  lord-lieisite- 
nant  by  your  means,  with  no  oth«r  view  but  the 
credit  that  such  a  reception  would  give  him,  only 
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whispering  me,  (as  all  men  have  base  ends,)  that  he 
forsees  his  excellenoy,  beiiig  about  his  own  age,  will 
be  always  of  so  great  a  consequence  in  England,  as, 
many  years  lience,  he  may  find  his  account  in  his 
lordship's  protection  and  countenance. 

He  h  I'eckoned  the  best  scholar  of  his  age  among 
us,  and  abounds  in  every  amiable  quality,  without 
any  circumstance  to  detract  from  them,  except  one, 
which  I  hope  his  travel^  will  put  an  end  to,  and  that 
is,  love.  '   • 

lu'the  letter  directed  to  Dr  Delany,  there  is  one  to 
Mr  Stbpford,  who  is  soon  expected  in  town,  and 
therein  I  let  him  know  what  I  write  to  you,  and  di- 
rect him  to  attend  you,  ficnr  which  I  humbly  desire 
pardon,  as  wdl  as  for  the  trouble  of  sending: the 
packelt  to  Dr  Delariy,  and  ibr  teasing  you  wiSi  so 
long  it  Ifetter ;  which  I  will  cbnclude  with  the  since*- 
i*st  pwfession  of  being  lever,  with  great  respect, 
'    *  Y^iir  inoBt  obedient  and  obliged  servant, 

J.  Swift* 

The  ladiels  present  theirfbest  service  and  thanks  to 
you  fof  your  remembriamce.  Mrs  Johnson  has 
Hunted  her  |>ick-ax«*  with  work* 


♦  In  a  letter  to  Dr  Shetijiti,  25tli  Januarjr  1724-5^  tlieDeaa 
mformis  him,  that  Mrs  Johnsod  ^^  I3  so  pleas^  irkh  her  pickJttc^ 
that  she  w^avs  itHisteiied.to  her  girdl^  oarher  )dftiide«  Iq  hfjai^t 
with  her  lrajt(5j[,»    Vol,  XV^I.jp,  1. 
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.     TO  THE  SAME. 

Sep.  18,  172& 
Sir, 
You  court  people  have  found  out  the  way  of  vex- 
ing me  in  all  my  privacy  and  monkisb  aaanaer  of 
Kvmg'.  Here  is  Mr  Sheridan  perpetually  teasing 
me  with  complaints,  directly  in  the  style  I  have  ofr 
ten  met  among  state  letters,  of  loss  of  favour  by  mis- 
representation, and  eavy  and  malice,  and  secret  ene- 
mies, and  the  rest  of  that  jargon.  I  have  had^ share 
of  it  myself,  and  so  I  believe  have  you,  and  oiay 
have  m6re  in  the  course  of  your  fortune.  Thp  worst 
evil  is,  that  when  ill  opinions  are  instilled  inta  great 
meii,  they  never  think  it  worth  their  while  to  be  yn- 
deceived,  and  so  a  little  man*  is  ruined  without  the 
least  tincture  of  guilt.  And  therefore^  the  last  time 
I  was  in  the  world,  I  refused  to  deal  withr  a  chief 
minister,  till  he  promised  me,  upon  his  honour,  never 
to  be  influenced  by  any  ill  story  of  me,  till  he  told  it 
me  plainly,  and  heard  my  defence;  after  which,  if 
I  cleared  myself^  it  should  pass  for  nothing,  and  he 
kept  his  word,,  and  I  was^  never  once  in  paioi  I 
was  the  person  who  recommended  Mr  Sheridan  ;* 
but  the  Bishop  of  Elphin  took  upon  him  to  do  it 
in  form,  and  give  it  a  sanction,  and  was  seconded  by 
two  other  bishops,  all  principled  according  to  your 
heart's  desire,  and  therefore*  his  excellency  bath 
nothing  to  answer  for.  I  do  beHeve  Mr  Sheridan 
hath  been  formerly  reckoned  a  Tory,  but  no  other- 
wise than  hundreds  among  your  favourites,  who,, 
perhaps,  grew  converts  witih  more  zeal,  noise,  and 


*  To  be  chaplain  to  the  lord-lieutenaat    See  the  TiadicatioQ  of 
Lord  Carteret)  Vol.  YIL  p.  488. 
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cunning,  bat  with  lew  decency*  And  I  hope  a  man 
may  be  a  convert,  without  being  a  renegado ;  and 
however  the  practice  is  contrary,  I  know  which  of 
them  I  should  most  favour.  It  is  most  infaltible,  by- 
all  sorts  of  reason,  that  Mr  Sheridan  is  altogether  in- 
nocent in  that^tociisation  of  preaching,  hut,  as  he  is 
a  creature  without  cunning,  so  he  hath  not  overmuch 
advertency  •  His  books,  his  mathematics,  the  pres- 
sures of  his  fortune,  his  laborious  calling,  and  some 
natural  disposition  or  indisposition,  give  him  an 
egarement  d*e9prie,  as  you  cannot  but  observe ;  but 
he  hath  other  good  qualities  enough  to  make  ,up 
that  defect.  TriHh,  candour,  good-nature,  pleasant- 
ness of  humour,  and  very  good  learning ;  and  it  was 
upon  these  regards  I  was  bold  to  recommend  him, 
because  I  thought  it  was  for  the  general  good  that 
he  should  have  some  encouragement  to  go  on  in  his 
drudgery.  But  if  it  be  determined  that  party  must 
lav  her  talons  upon  him,  there  is  no  more  to  be  said. 
My  lord-liec^nant  hath  too  many  great  afikirs,  to 
allow  time  for- examining  into  every  little  business, 
and  yet  it  is  hdrd  that  even  a  beggar  should  suffer 
who  is  wholly  innocent.  I  heard  King  William  sajr, 
that  if  the  pMple  (^'IrelaiKl  <:ould  be  believed  in  what 
they  said  ^  eacb^Xher,  there  was  not  an  honest  man 
in  the  kkfj^dom^  And  if  Mr  Sheridan  guesses  right 
of  the  pers^Kl  itho  is  his  chief  accuser,  there  is  no 
man  who  is  not  iitogetbcf  drunk  and  mad  with  party » 
would  valife  the  accusation.  If,  by  the  clatter  made 
upon  this  occasion,  it  should  be  thought  most  proper 


♦  Swiff  refers, to  Shetidiin's  blander,  wiro  dios*  for  hi*  text, 
upon  the  anaiversarj  of  the  Hanover  accession,  the  memorabfe 
Terse,  "  SnfBcieirt  for  the  day  is  the  evil  thereof.**  Sec  the  story 
at  length,  Vol.  XVH.  p.  30. 
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^  Mr  Sb^rldcm  not  to  stppear  fetboot  tlm  Casde  at 
Ibfe  mnqture,  I  believe^  he  will  <3o;iteot  Wmself,  but 
inot  tbalt  he  should  loee  any  degree  i^  ^wow  with  his 
^xqeHeftcy  J  awd,  if  this  be  theh^^e^  l!hope  you  wiU 
SO:  pr^er  that  my  lord  will  ooodesqeiHl  ^  signify  so 
muoh  to  him,  for  I  know  too  well  ho^w, often  pxinces 
them^elyes  are  obliged  toactagaiiiiMf4hek.|)Udgaient, 
amid3t  the  rage  of  factions.  Upiofe  the  whole,  the 
good  treatment  you  have  given  me,  hirtK  ppoduced  an 
ill  effect,  encouraging  me  to  farther  neii^este,  that  you 
will  endeavour  to  make  Mr  Shen4aa'easy.  None 
but  coBverts  are  afraid  of  shewing  fevoiur  to  those 
•who  lie  under  suspicion  in  point  oft^principles ;  and 
that  was  Mr  Addison's  argument, /in  openly  <5en- 
tinuing  his  friendship  to  ^me  to  the  very  h^r  of  his 
death-  And  your  case  fe  the  samiS,  awdrtbe  aame  I 
shall  expect  from.you,in«a^  proper  degree, 'both  to- 
wards Mr  Sheridan  md  !idy self.  ; .  i 
Whether  you  are  in  Parliwoent  <w:.i¥h«  I  am  sensi- 
ble you  ar^too  busy  M  this  time  to  beor  suqh  an  In- 
terruption as  I  have  given  y<Hi^  a^id  f^t  I  haye  iMt 
said  half  w'hat  I  had  a  mi«d.;.imyi«xcuse  it^,  /th^,J 
have  title  to  your  favour,  asy;OU  were  Mr  Addiftw'^s 
friend,  and,  in  the  most  hodoiinJ^^le  part,  hii'^f  ifii^ 
and  if  hd  had  thought  of  your  coining  tp  this  kii^g- 
idom,  he  would  have  bequeathed  mftitofyw>>;   .  ^ : .     . 

I  am  ever,  witb  true  esteem  aii^/respe^    : 
Your. most  obedient,  and  most  IradikbleiS^rKpnt,  .^.^ 


*  Addison  loved  Tickell  with  the  affection  of  a  father,  and  left 
him  his  litarary  executor.  Accordingly,  he^  pnt|l|«hed  ^  collec- 
ted works  of  his  friend,  with  an  elegy,  equally  ^ublime, and  pa- 
thetic, by  which  he  silenced  the  invidious  critics,,  who  had  ascrib- 
ed the  beauties  of  his  former  productions  to  the  secret  assistance 
•f  Addison. 
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:       TO  THE  SAME. 

Dmnegj^MQUi^  NoTenber  12,  1735. 
Sir,  . 

I  HAVB  got  slowly  out  of  a  feveriah .  idisOFdedTi  that 
hath  confined  me  these  itw  days.  Lah^  ^uaetQt 
morrow  at  hooae^  aft^r  a  sort,  tn  famiUe  wiih  th^ 
two  ladiei^  niy  (Dorses.  Aud  if  you  pleasd  to  hie  It 
fourth,  I  shall  take  care  that  no  unacceptable  fifth  hie 
of  th€|  company  :  .And  pray  J^t.wie.Jknow  tor  night  or 
toi-morrow  morniikg,  for  astQ)SuadayfI  loo^k.  oiij  y^ou 
as  a  guest  when  you  please. 

I  ami  your  mo^  lobddusnt, 

J.Swift. 


TOTHESx^ME. 

[Lottdan^  April  16,  1725. 

Sir, 

Though  i  am  to  desire  a  favo 
was  glad  it  gave  me  an  opportunil 
my  respects.  I  am  here  now  a  n 
the  remnant  of  my  old  acquaintanc 
to  take  new  ones.  Your  people  ! 
me,  smd  I  meet  a  thousand  times  1 
them  than  from  that  denomination 

This  night  I  saw  the  wild  boy,  v 
hath  been  the  subject  of  iialf  our^lk  this  fortnight.* 


*  Peter  the  wild  Boy,  as  he  was  called,  caught  in  the  forests  ^ 
HaooTer.    Swift  made  him  the  subject  of  a  jeu  d'esprit^  entitledy 
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He  is  in  the  keeping  of  Dr  Arbuthnot,  but  the  king 
and  court  were  so  entertained  with  him,  that  the  prin- 
cess could  [not]  get  him  till  now.  I  can  hardly 
think  him  wild  in  the  sense  they  respect  him.  Mr 
Arundel  is  made  surveyor  of  the  works,  which  I 
suppose  you  will  hear  before  you  read  this. 

1  hope  I  am  to  give  you  joy,  and  I  am  sure  I  wish 
It  you ;  the  reason  I  trouble  you  with  the  enclosed, 
is,  because  it  contains  a  bill  of  lading  for  a  picture 
I  have  from  France,  and  am  afraid  it  might  mis- 
carry. 

You  will  please  to  send  one  of  your  servants  to 
the  person  it  is  directed  to  ;  and  accept  my  excuses. 
I  am,  with  true  respect.  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

J.  Swift. 


TO  THE  SAME. 

f"""  London,  July  7, 172(J. 

Sir, 
I  HAVH  led  so  restless,  and  visiting,  and  travel- 
ling, and  Texatious  a  life,  since  I. had  the  honour  of 
your  letter,  that  I  never  had  humour  enough  to  ac- 
knowledge it,  though  I  carried  it  wrapped  up  safely 
in  my  pocket.^  You  are  now  so  old  a  married  man, 
that  I  shall  not  congratulate  with  you,  but  pray 
God  you  may  long  congratulate  with  yourself,  and 
that  your  situation  will  make  you  a  tolerable  Irish- 


<<  It  cannot  rain  but  it  ponrs,  or  London  strewed  with  Rarities,'* 
which  was  published  in  the  Miscellanies^  and  occurs  in  this  Edi- 
tion^ Vol.  XIII.  p.  199. 
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nmn,  at  least  till  you  can  make  the  lady  a  good 
Englishwoman,  which,  however,  I  hope  will  be 
late.  I  cannot  complain  of  any  want  of  civility  in 
your  friends,  the  Whigs ;  and  I  will  tell  you  freely, 
that  most  of  them  agree  with  me  in  quarrelling  about 
the  same  things.  I  have  lived  these  two  months 
past  for  the  most  part  in  the  country,  either  at 
Twitenham  with  Mr  Pope,  or  rambling  with  him 
and  Mr  Gay  for  a  fortnight  together.  Yesterday 
my  Lord  Bolingbroke  and  Mr  Congreve  made  up 
five  at  dinner  at  Twitenham.  I  have  been  very 
little  more  than  a  witness  of  any  pleasantries  you 
may  have  seen  from  Lomlon.  I  am  in  no  seden- 
tary way  for  speculMions  of  any  kind*,  neither  do  I 
find  them  so  ready  to  occur  at  this  late  tinire  of  my 
life.  The  thing  you  mention,  which  no  friend 
would  publish,  was  written  fourteen  years  ago,  at 
Windsor,*  and  shews  how  indiscreet  it  is  to  leave 
any  one  master  of  what  cannot  without  the  least 
consequence  be  shewn  to  the  world.  Folly,  malice, 
negligence,  and  the  incontinence  in  keeping  secrets, 
(for  which  we  want  a  word,)  ought  to  caution  men 
to  keep  the  key  of  their  cabinets. 

As  to  what  you  mention  of  an  imaginary  treatise, 
I  can  only  answer  that  I  have  a  great  quantity  of 
papers  somewhere  or  other,  of  which  none  would 
please  you,  partly  because  they  are  very  incorrect, 
but  chiefly  because  they  wholly  disagree  with  your 
notions  of  persons  and  things ;  neither  do  I  believe  it 
would  be  possible  for  you  to  find  out  my  treasury 
of  waste  papers,  without  searching  nine  houses,  and 
then  sending  to  me  for  the  key. 

i  find  the  ladies  make  the  deanery  their  villa.  I 
have  been  told  that  Mrs  Johnson^s  health  has  given 

*  This  must  have  been  the  Windsor  Prophecy, 
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her  friends  !bad  appreheosions;  and  I -have  beard 
but  twice  from  them.*  But, their  secretary,  Df 
SherkiaQ^  just  tetlfi  me  she  is  much  better,  to  my 
great  satisfaction.  I  Jwiomder  how  you -could  expect 
to  see  her  in  a  mornin^y  which  I^  her  oWesI  acquaint- 
ance, have  not  done  thesie  dozen  years,  except  once 
or  twice  in  a  journey.  I-  desire  to  present  my  most 
hum  We  service  to  Mrs  Tickell. 

I  shall  fetura  in  a  few  days  to  Twitehliam,  and 
there  Continue  till  August;  at  the  latter  ^k1  of  which 
month!  pi*opose  to  wait  on  you  at  the  Castle  of 
Dublin,  fwr/ 1  ato  wscaiy  of  being  among  mtmsters 
whom  I  cannot  .govern,  who  are  all  rank  Tories  in 
governmient,  and  worse  than  Whigs  in  church  ; 
whereas  I  was  the  first  man  who  taught  and  prac- 
tised the  direct  contrary  principle. 

I  am.  Sir,  with  ancere  respect,,- 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

JoNA^H/SwfFT. 


TO  THE  SAME. 

Deanery .liouscj  AprilT,  1727. 

Sir,  -  ^ 
J  HUMBLY  desire  the  favour  of  you  to  order  one  of 
your  clerks  to  prepare  a  license  forme  to  go  to 
England  fbr  six  months.  I  wish  it  might  be  finish- 
ed by  to-morrow,  .or  at  least  the  order  got,  after 
which  I  find  I  may  set  out  legally.     I  am  told  the 


•-See  letter  to  Dr  Slicridani"8th  July  Ind.    Vol.  XVIL 
p.  7. 
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vessel  I  go.  iarwHl  set'  out  to-morrow,  or  oo.  Sunday  > 
morning..  '^      . 

I  woold  desire  tbat  instead  of  England  it  might . 
be  expressed  paries  transmarinas,  because  it  is  pro- 
bable my  health  may  force  me  to  Aix  la  Chapelle. ; 
I  suppose  the  Bishop  of  Feme's  licence,  wli^a  he 
went  to  France,  riai  in  some  such  style.  * 

I  have  beehi  so  embroiled  in  my  private  affairs 
by  the  knavery  of  agents,  that  I  have  not  had  tina^ 
to  wait  on  you.     Lam,  with  true  respect. 
Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Jqnath.  Swift. 

I  desire  my  mostt humble  service  to  Mrs  TickelK 


TO  SAMtjfeL  GE11RAKI>,,ESQ.    NaVan. 
••''     '  ■•   •'  '  /I   .  i  ...  -,1 

'"    '  '    •  Dublin,  Jan. »,  1780.  t     ' 

Sir,-    /'  ;  '  '     '  " 

It  was  with  gr*at  com^er^  that  I  first  heard  a  du- 
bious, and"  ih^n  af'^^ertain  account  of  the  de^th  of 


*  Swift  went  to  England  in  summer  1727,  with  the  intention 
of  proceeding,  from'thence  'to  th^ GoAtiiieflbt,  But  th^  newsi  of  the 
dcaich  of  Gcotge  Ly  (/uta/slopi  to  biat>urpo$«^  as  he  hoped^  tt^rough  - 
thtf  interest  of  Mx^IIoirard,  tOiin^oc»ftte  an  eiqhange  betwjxt  hiii 
Itiih  preferment,  anft  one  whloh  shoiild  place  him  arapng  his  En- 
£^h  friends. '  SetflV^ol.  XVIH.  p,  J30.     . 

-f  This  letter,  whieh.docs  so  much  honour  to  the  Dean^s  f riead. 
Ijand  benevolent  disposition,  was  copied  from  the  original,  which 
is  ia  th^  possessioDfof  Miss  Cusaclc,  ^rantUdaugbter  of  tJUe  gen- 
tleman  whose  loss*  he.  laments.  They' were  a  Catholic  famUy. 
Tradition,  which  fondly,  preserves  the  aiost  minute  particulars  of 
Swift's  life,  has  recorded,  that  one  day  passing  through  the  town 
of  Na?an,  with  the  purpose  of  dining  at  Mr  Cusack's,   he  recol- 
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our  common  friend  Mr  Ciisack,  Wlknn/ in  an  ac- 
quaintance of  many  years,  I  never  found  otherwise 
than  a  gentleman  of  honour,  sincerity,  candour,  and 
every  other  good  quality  that  can  recommend  a  man 
to  the  friendship  and  esteem  of  all  .worthy  persons. 
He  is  a  great  example  of  the  uncertainty  of  life,  for 
except  an  aptness  he  complained  of  .to  take  cold  in* 
his  head,  I  have  known  few  persons  likelier  to  live 
long.  I  am  but  too  sensible  of  his  tlohappy  family's 
loss  in  him,  and  particularly  of  the  condition  of  his 
lady,  who  I  hope  will  not  live  under  tiie  tyranny 
of  that  odious  old  woman.  To  her,  poor  Mr  Cu- 
sack  owed  that  he  never  passed  one  happy  day  at 
*  home,  while  she  was  under  bis  roof;  «  I  must  needs 
condole  with  you  particularly  for  your  loss  in  so 
worthy  a  friend :  a  thing  so  scarce  in  the  country  of 
Ireland,  where  the  neighbouring  squires  are  usual- 
ly the  most  disagreeable  of  all  human  creatures. 

You  know.  Sir,  that  last  year  he  let  me  have  a 
little  mare,  which  I  have  rode  ever  since.  I  have 
often  desired  him  to  let  me  know  the  value  he  put 
on  her.  He  answered,  it  was  a  present  to  him,  and 
should  be  so  to  me.  I  protested  I  would  suffer  fio 
such  thing ;  he  likewise  sent  me  another  youog 
mare,  which  he  was  breeding  up  for  me.     I  hope 


lectcd  it  was  fast-day,  and  therefore  purchased  a  leg  of  mutton, 
to  secure  his  own  commons*  The  ton  of  Mr  Metye,  (grandfather 
of  the  Baron,)  at  whose  house  the  mutton  had  been  left  while  the 
Dean  attended  prayers,  plunged  it  by  way  of  jest  into  a  pot  which 
was  boiling  in  the  kitchen  fire.  When  the  Dean  returned  and^ 
discovered  what  had  happened,  his  passion  was  outrageous*  He 
redeemed  the  half*boiled  leg  of  mutton,  ho^eter^  and  carried  it 
with  him  to  Mr  Cusack's.  Such  an  anecdote  is^  not  worth  men. 
tioning,  were  it  not  to  shew  the  consequence  which  the  Irish  have 
gratefully  and  justly  attached  to  the  minutest  particulars  of  Swift's 
life. 
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she  will  be  good  when  she  is  cured  of  her  starting ; 
and  in  the  mean  time  is  very  proper  for  a  servant. 
I  desire  you  will  give  your  judgment  what  they 
both  are  worth :  and  I  will  pay  the  money  immedi-^ 
ately  to  the  unfortunate  widow's  order,  who  may 
perhaps  have  bccasion  for  it  under  her  present  cir- 
cumstances. I  shall  continue  for  some  weeks  in 
town,  and  then,  if  my  health  permits,  wander  for  a 
month  or  two  in  the  country  to  preserve  it.  I  am 
much  obliged  to  our  poor  friend  for  bringing  me  ac- 
quainted with  you,  and  he  was  a  good  judge  of 
men,  as  I  find  by  the  character  he  often  gave  me  of 
you ;  and  I  hope  you  will  never  come  to  this  town 
while  I  am  in  it,  without  doing  me  the  favour  of 
eoUing  on  me.     I  am  Sir,  with  true  esteem, 

Your  most  faithful  humble  servant, 

J.  Swift. 


A   CASE  SUBMITTED    BY    DEAN   SWIFT 

TO  MR  LINDSAY,  COUNSELLOR  AT  LAW. 


{From  the  original  in  the  Dean's  hand.writing,  Indorsed,  <<  Que- 
ries for  Mr  iJndsaj  ;"  and  '^  21st  Not.  1730,  Mr  Lindsay's 
opinion  concerning  Mr  Gorman,  in  answer  to  my  queries.*'] 


A.  B.  agent  for  J.  S.  comes  to  desire  J.  S.  to  sign 
an  assignment  of  a  lease  in  order  to  be  registered  for 
the  security  of  L.  S8.  J.  S.  asks  A.  B.  to  shew  him 
the  lease.  A.  B.  says  he  left  it  at  home.  J.  S.  asks 
the  said  A.  B.  how  many  years  of  the  lease  are 

VOL.  XIX.  A  a 
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unexpired?  what  rent  the  tenant  pays^  and  how 
much  below  the  rack  value  ?  and  what  number  of 
acres  there  are  upon  the  farm  ?  To  each  of  which 
questions  the  agent  A.  B.  answers  categoricaH,  that 
he  cannot  tell,  and  that  he  did  not  think  J-  would 
ask  him  such  questions.  The  said  A.  B.  was  ask* 
ed  how  he  came  two  years  after  the  lease  was  as- 
signed, and  not  sooner,  to  have  it  registered.  A.  B. 
answers,  that  he  could  not  sue  till  the  assignment. 

Query,  Whether  the  said  agent  A.  B.  made  any 
one  answer  like  a  man  of  business  ? 

[answer.] 
I  have  carefully  perused  and  considered  this  case, 
and  am  clearly  of  opinion,  that  the  agent  has  not 
made  any  one  answer  like  a  man  of  business^  but 
has  answered  very  much  like  a  true  agent. 

Robert  Lindsay. 

Not.  21,  1730. 

[This  document  is  from  Dr  Ljron's  papers,  and  forms  a  curious  in* 
stance  of  the  Dean's  strongly  characteristic  turn  of  humour.] 


TOMRTICKELL. 

Deanery.House,  Juljr  20,  173L 
Sir, 
After  frequent  reading  with  as  much  care  as  I 
could,  I  found  but  the  three  remarks  above  men-^ 
tioned*  that  1  could  possibly  make.     Only  I  would 

*  The  remarks  are  in  this  edition  subjoined. 
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sink  nine  of  the  ten  thousand  fathom,  and  call  it  a 
thousand.  I  desire  you  will  please  to  finish  it.  I 
have  been  riding  out  to-day,  as  well  as  yesterday,  for 
my  health,  but  find  myself  much  disordered.  If  I 
grow  better,  I  will  wait  on  you  to-morrow,  if  not,  I 
will  send  the  paper  by  a  safe  hand.  ♦ 

I  am.  Sir,  your,  &c. 

I  have  marked  the  figures  I9  2,  3,  in  your  original. 

1.  For  when^  I  would  advise  where. 

2.  I  do  not  well  understand  this  line. 

S.  I  see  what  this  and  that  refer  to.  But  in  the  line 
just  before,  there  are  two  words,  present  and  pasty 
and  in  the  next  line  above  viscus,  and  leach,  which 
will  make  some  difficulty  to  a  common  reader. 


TO  THE  REV.  THE  DEAN  OF  ARMAGH, 

AT  KN0CHX06HBR,  IM  THB  COUNTY  OP  KILKENNY  f. 

Dablin,  Joiie  30,  1739. 
Sir, 
If  you  are  not  an  excellent  philosopher,  I  allow 
you  personate  one  perfectly  well ;  and  if  you  believe 
yourself,  I  heartily  envy  you,  for  I  never  yet  saw  in 


*  From  this  letter  it  would  seem  that  the  Dean  had  been  en- 
gaged in  reTismg  some  of  Tickell^s  poetry. 

f  This  remarkable  letter  is  copied  from  the  original  in  the  hands 
of  the  ReT.  £dward  Maugin,  translator  of  the  Life  of  Malesherbes. 
It  differs  in  some  slight  particulars  from  the  copy  inserted  in  Or 
Barrett's  Life  of  Swift,  where  Dr  Braudreth,  the  clergyman  to 
whom  it  is  addressed,  is  called  dean  of  Emly,  to  which  benefice  h^ 
was  not  promoted  until  three  or  four  yean  afterwards. 
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Ireland  a  spot  of  earth  two  feet  wide,  that  had  not 
in  it  something  to  displease.  I  think  I  once  saw  in 
that  county  of  Tipperary,  which  is,  like  the  rest  of 
the  whole  kingdom^  a  bare  face  of  nature,  without 
houses  or  plantations, — filthy  cabins,  miserable,  tat- 
tered, half-starved  creatures,  scarce  in  human  shape; 
one  insolent  ignorant  oppressive  squire  to  be  found 
in  twenty  miles  riding ;  a  parish  church  to  be  only 
found  in  a  summer*s  day's  journey,  in  comparison 
of  which,  an  English  farmer's  barn  is  a  cathedral ; 
a  bog  fifteen  miles  round  ;  every  meadow  a  slough, 
and  every  hill  a. mixture  of  rock,  heath,  marsh;  and 
every  male  and  female,  from  the  farmer,  inclusive 
to  the  day  labourer,  infallibly  a  thief,  and  conse- 
quently a  beggar,  which  in  this  island  are  terms  con- 
vertible. The  Shannon  is  rather  a  lake  than  a  river, 
and  has  not  the  sixth  part  of  the  stream  that  runs 
under  London  bridge.  There  is  not  an  acre  of  land 
in  Ireland  turned  at  to  half  its  advantage,  yet  it  is 
bietter  improved  than  the  people  ;  and  all  these  evils 
are  effects  of  English  tyranny,  so  your  sons  and 
grandchildren  will  find  it  to  their  sorrow.  Cork  in- 
deed was  a  place  of  trade,  but  for  some  years  past  is 
-gone  to  decay,  and  instead  of  being  merchants,  the 
wretched  dealers  are  dwindled  to  pedlars  and  cheats. 
I  desire  you  will  not  write  such  accounts  of  your 
friends  in  England.  Did  you  ever  see  one  cheerful 
countenance  among  our  country  vulgar  ?-— unless 
once  a-year  at  a  fair,  or  on  a  holiday,  wliere  some 
poor  rogue  happened  to  get  drunk,  and  starved  the 
whole  week  after.  You  will  give  a  very  different 
account  of  your  winter  campaign,  when  you  can- 
not walk  five  yards  from  your  door  without  being 
mired  to  your  knees,  nor  ride  half  a  paile  without 
being  in  slough  to  your  saddle  skirts ;  where  yoor 
landlord  must  send  twenty  miles  for  yeast  before  .hue 
can  brew  or  bake,  and  the  neighbours  five  miles 
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round  must  dub  to  kill  a  mutton.  Pray  take  care 
of  damps,  and  when  you  leave  your  bedchamber,  let 
a  fire  be  made  to  last  till  night,  and,  after  all,  if  a 
stocking  happens  at  night  to  fall  off  a  chair,  you  may 
wring  it  next  morning.  /  nunc  et  tecum  versus  we- 
ditare  canoros.  1  have  not  said  all  this  out  of  any 
malicious  intention,  to  put  you  out  of  conceit  with 
the  scene  where  you  are,  but  merely  for  your  cre- 
dit, because  it  is  belter  to  know  you  are  miser- 
able, than  to  betray  an  ill  taste.  I  consult  your  ho- 
nour, which  is  dearer  than  life ;  therefore  I  demand 
that  you  shall  not  relish  one  bit  of  victuab,  or  drop 
of  drink,  or  the  company  of  any  human  creature 
within  thirty  miles  round  Knocktogher,  during  your 
residence  in  those  parts,  and  then  I  shall  begin  to 
have  a  tolerable  opinion  of  your  understanding.  My 
lameness  is  very  slowly  recovering,  and  if  it  be  well 
when  the  year  is  out,  I  shall  gladly  compound. 
Yet  I  make  a  shift  to  ride  about  ten  njiles  a-day, 
by  virtue  of  certain  implements  called  gambadoes, 
where  my  foot  stands  firm  as  on  a  floor,  and  I  ge- 
nerally dine -alone,  like  a  king  or  a  hermit,  and  con- 
tinue alone  till  I  go  to  bed  ;  for  even  my  wine  will 
not  purchase  me  company,  and  I  begin  to  think 
the  lame  are  forsaken  as  much  as  the  poor  and  blind. 
Mr  Jibb  never  calls  at  the  deanery  of  late  ;  perhaps 
be  hath  found  out  that  I  like  him,  as  a  modest  man^ 
and  of  very  good  understanding.  This  town  is  nei- 
ther large  nor  full  enough  to  furnish  events  for  en- 
tertaining a  country  correspondent.  A  murder  now 
and  then  is  all  we  have  to  trus.t  to.  Our  fruit  is  all 
destroyed  with  the  spring  north-east  winds,  and  I 
d^all  not  have  the  tenth  part  of  my  last  year's  fruit. 
Miss  Hoadly  hath  been  nine  days  in  the  small-pox. 
which  I  never  heard  of  till  this  minute ;  but  they 
say"slie  Is  past  danger.  She  would  have  been  a  ter- 
rible, ioisu  to  tlm  firchbishc^..    Dp  Eelfcon  of  Oxford 
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hath  writ  a  very  large  octavo  about  Revelations^ 
&c.  I  know  not  his  character.  He  sent  over  four 
copies  to  me,  one  of  which  was  for  Mr  Tickell,  two 
for  the  bishops  of  Cork  and  Waterford,  and  one  to 
myself,  by  way  of  payment  for  sending  the  rest,  I 
suppose,  for  he  sent  me  no  letter,  and  I  know  him 
not.  Whenever  you  are  in  this  town,  I  hope  you 
will  mend  your  usage  of  me,  by  coming  oftener  to  a 
philosophic  dinner  at  the  deanery.  This  T  pretend 
to  expect,  for  the  sake  of  our  common  Princess, 
Lady  E.  G  *.  to  whom  I  owe  the  happiness  of  your 
acquaintance,  and,  on  her  account,  1  expect  your 
justice  to  believe  me  to  be,  with  truest  esteem. 
Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Jn.  Swift. 


EXTRACTS  OF  LETTERS 

BETWEEN 

CHARLES  FORD,  ESQ.  AND  MR-BURTON. 


[In  a  letter  from  Mr  Ford  to  the  Dean,  dated  23d  December 
1732,  Vol.  XVI I L  p.  123,  there  occurs  a  blank  supplied  bj 
asterisks.  This  probably  refers  to  the  dispute  between  Mr 
Burton  and  Mr  Ford,  and  may  have  been  accompanied  by  the 
following  extracts  from  the  angry  letters  which  passed  between 
these  gentlemen.  The  extracts  are  in  the  Dean's  hand.writing, 
and  seem  to  have  been  made  for  the  purpose  of  being  shewn  t* 
mutual  friends.] 


The  contents,  as  well  as  I  f  can  recollect,  of  mj 
answer  to  Mr  Burton's  letter  of  Nov.  1. 1738# 


*  Lady  Elizabeth  Germaioe.  f  That  is,  Mr  For4 
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I  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  his  letter.  I  la- 
mented my  misfortune  in  expressing  myself  so  ill 
as  not  to  be  understood.  I  repeated  the  reasons  I 
had  often  given  before,  why  I  could  not  sign  his 
deed.  I  said,  I  would  try  to  explain  myself  other- 
wise. I  did  so,  and  added  words  to  this  effect ;  that 
I  would  not  fling  away  the*  only  weapon  1  had  of 
defence,  when  I  was  not  sure  of  not  being  attacked 
the  next  moment:  That  the  sum  mentioned  between 

fouand  him  was  not  L.IOOO,  but  300:  That  though 
thought  it  a  very  large  one,  yet  1  would  comply 
in  deference  to  the  Dean's  judgment:  That  if 
through  ignorance  I  had  exceeded  my  power,  the 
damage  could  not  be  very  great,  because  I  had  no- 
tice of  it  from  him  within  a  month  or  thereabouts, 
after  his  lease  took  effect :  That  those  whose  autho- 
rity in  points  of  law  was  of  most  weight  here, 
thought  I  had  not  exceeded  my  power,  and  that  his 
lease  was  good  ;  but  since  others  differed  from  them, 
and  a  doubt  arose,  I  would  voluntarily  charge  Be- 
netstowne,  &c.  1  begged  I  might  not  be  again  mis- 
taken in  this  proposal ;  1  repeated  it  in  other  words, 
that  I  would  charge,  &c.  upon  this  condition,  that 
I  had  a  strong  clause  inserted  to  secure  me  against 
any  further  demand  from  him  or  any  person  claim<r 
ing  by  virtue  of  that  lease.  I  said,  that  I  did  not 
see  why  he  should  desire  to  have  a  difference  with 
me,  since  I  was  willing  of  myself  to  do  more  than 
all  lawyers  agreed  the  law  would  compel  me  to  do, 
and  more  than  all  men  of  honour  told  me  they 
thought  I  was  obliged  to  in  honour.  That  neither  [of] 
us  could  get  any  thing  by  law,  but  a  great  deal  of 


*  Benetstowne,  which  ia  all  his  deeds  he  had  entailed  upon  him- 
•elf.— j*fr  Ford's  note. 
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trouble  added  to  great  expence.    That  I  hoped  to 
continue  to  be. 

His  most,  &c» 

This  paragraph  is  word  for  word,  and  tetter  for  letter, 
out  of  Mr  Burton's  long  letter,  Dec.  4,  1732. 

I  will  try  to  explain  myself  otherwise  if  I  can. 
Jbear  is  one  of  the  passions  whiqh  has  the  least  pre- 
dominance over  me,  and  I  thank  God  he  has  givea 
me  a  mind  strengthened  with  resolution,  which  is 
not  so  tenacious  as  to  exceed  the  bounds  of  reason. 
1  have  a  real  estate  in  fee  simple,  free  from  settle- 
ment or  any  other  incumbrance,  of  as  good  yearly 
value  to  me  as  any  of  my  neighbours  within  two  or 
three  miles  about  me,  except  Lord  Shelburne,  and  out 
ot  my  personal  estate  can,  upon  an  emergency,  spare 
a  competency  at  any  time,  to  defend  me  from  in- 
juries, in  any  part  of  the  world.  Costs,  I  believe, 
would  be  as  greaveous  to  you  as  to  me,  for  which,  and 
other  reasons,  my  intention  was  and  is  that  extremes 
should  be  avoided,  and  matters  reasonably  adjusted. 
1  know  a  gentleman  older,  and  feebler  than  I  am, 
who,  m  an  affair  much  less  conscionable  and  ho- 
nourable than  this  is,  went  as  far  at  least  as  from 
this  to  London,  and  did  himself  right  in  a  legal  way, 
and  otherwise,  in  respect  to  an  injury  brought  upon 

Ml/  answer  to  the  whole  letter,  word  for  word. 

London,  December  19,  1733. 
Sir, 

Yesterday  I  received  your  letter  of  the  9tb,  and 
concur  with  you  that  we  have  had  a  very  troublesome 
paper  correspondence,  at  least  it  has  been  so  to  me. 
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In  answer  to  the  first  material  part  of  your  letter, 
I  can  tell  you  that  Mr  Cooper  and  I  had  agreed  mat- 
ters in  less  than  three  minutes  after  our  first  meeting, 
and  it  was  neither  of  our  faults  that  that  agreement 
has  not  been  yet  executed.  Other  affairs  have 
hitherto  deferred  appointments  never  put  off  by  me. 
However,  the  delay  has  prevented  me  from  signing 
what  I  am  convinced  by  one  of  the  succeeding  pa- 
ragraphs, and  by  former  observations,  would  have 
been  the  worst  thing,  except  your  lease,  that  I  ever 
did  or  could  set  my  hand  to. 

I  must  acquaint  you,  in  return  to  the  latter  part  of 
your  letter,  (the  true  meaning  of  which  I  should  not 
indeed  have  understood  without  your  explanation), 
that  I  am  not  afraid  of  you  either  in  a  legal  way  or 
otherwise ;  that,  notwithstanding  your  great  sub- 
stance, I  am  now  determined  to  seek  for  justice  the 
first  way  ;  and  whenever  you,  old  and  feeble  as  you 
are,  shaJl  think  fit  to  come  here  to  demand  it  other- 
wise, 1,  old  and  fat  as  I  am,  will  give  it  you  under  my 
hand,  that  I  will  not  remove  to  avoid  you. 

Cha.  Ford. 


TO  EATON  STANNARD,  ESQ*. 

Deanery-House,  December,  17  Zt* 

Sir, 
Mr  Sandys  told  me  some  days  ago,  that  when  he 
waited  upon  you  for  advice,  upon  some  papers  that 


*  Mr  Stannard  was  a  barrister  of  eminence.  He  ivas  chosen 
Recorder  of  the  city  of  Dublin  in  the  year  1733,  on  the  death  of 
Mr  Stoyte.  The  Dean's  letter  to  the  Mayor  and  Corporation  on 
the  choice  of  a  recorder,  was  written  upon  that  occasion.  VoK 
YII.  p.  561.  Mr  Stannard  was  soon  after  made  the  King's  Prime 
Sergeant  at  law* 
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concern  the  greatest  part  of  my  little  fortune,  you 
were  pleased  to  tell  him,  that  you  would  not  take  a 
fee  if  I  were  to  pay  it.  I  own  myself  extremely  ob- 
liged by  such  an  act  of  generosity  and  friendship, 
to  which  I  never  had  the  least  pretension,  further 
thaD.the  merit  of  always  professing  a  true  esteem  for 
you  i  and  if  you  intend  to  proceed  by  that  rule,  you 
will  never  be  a  farthing  the  better  for  any  honest 
man,  who  may,  as  well  as  I,  put  in  his  claim  with 
you  to  be  amicus  curia.  However,  as  I  may  be 
probably  pestered  with  law,  and  have  few  friends  at 
the  bar,  I  must,  of  necessity,  depend  upon  your  as- 
sistance, which  I  will  sooner  lose  my  cause  than  do 
upon  the  hard  terms  you  offered  by  Mr  Sandys. 

Last  night  the  deeds  were  read  and  signed  by  me,, 
my  creditors  and  his  tenant  j  in  the  copy  of  which 
deeds  Mr  Sandys  shewed  me  your  corrections  in 
his  own  hand ;  and  I  conclude  all  the  rest  was  right; 
by  which  I  shall  be  richer  L.  120  a  year ;  and 
thereby  abler  to  give  you  a  fee,  and  a  friend  a  bottle 
of  wine  more  than  usual.  It  seems  the  expences 
and  fees  in  these  cases  are  paid  by  the  mortgager. 
But  my  obligations  to  you  are  not  the  less,  who  was 
so  rash  as  to  declare  against  taking  my  money  before 
you  knew  whether  I  were  to  pay  it  or  no. 

If  I  had  not  still  continued  (as  I  have  been  for 
three  months)  confined  by  deafness  and  giddiness, 
I  would  have  waited  on  you  with  my  acknowledge- 
ments for  your  favour  and  goodness.  But  I  shall 
ever  remain,  what  I  have  always  been,  with  great 
esteem,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  and 
obliged  humble  servant, 

JoNATH.  Swift. 
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TO  MR  TICKELL.* 

Deanery. House,  Tuesday  rooyniug* 
Sir 
As  YOU  have  been  very  obliging  to  me  an  all  oc- 
casions, gratitude  would  not  suffer  me  to  be  careless 


*  This  letter  relates  entirely  to  a  productioa  of  the  notorious 
Matthew  Pilkington,  who  was,  for  some  time,  though  Tery  unwor* 
thily,  under  the  patronage  of  the  Dean.  This  person  haring  re« 
ceiTed  an  order  for  a  gratuity  of  fifty  pounds  from  Lord  Car- 
teret, for  an  Ode  on  the  King's  fiirth-day,  chose  to  express  the 
sentiments  with  which  so  unusual  an  influx  of  riches  affected 
him.  In  a  jeu  d'esprit^  entitled,  "  The  Plague  of  Wealthy  or  the 
Poet's  Diary,  in  a  letter  to  Dr  Delany,*'  in  which  he  relates  and 
exaggerates  his  surprise  and  anxiety,  on  finding  himself  the  sub* 
ject  of  such  extravagant  bounty.  Amongst  other  details  he 
indulges  himself  in  some  pleasantries  upon  Mr  Tickell,  secre- 
tary to  the  Lords-Justices,  from  whom  he  was  to  receiTe  the 
premium,  by  order  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant.  In  this  attempt  at 
Aumour,  where,  as  Swift  remarks,  he  exhibits  his  own  charac- 
ter as  a  Tery  mean  one,  liable  to  be  totally  oyerwhelmed  by  the 
wonderful  benefaction  of  fifty  pounds,  he  mentions  haying  ob- 
tained an  order  for  this  sum  upon  Mr  Tickell  the  secretary,  and 
then  proceeds :  ^^  Went  in  high  spirits  to  the  secretary's  (but,  as 
a  drawback  to  my  happiness),  received  the  dispiriting  account  of 
his  being  confined  to  his  chamber;  denied  admittance. 

^^  Memorand.    His  Excellency  easier  of  access  than  his  officer* 

Tuesday,  17.  [February.] 
^^  The  secretary  still  sick  ;  paid  a  Tisit  to  his  street  door  about 
tweke;  returned  melancholy. 

Wednesday,  ditto. 
Thursday,  ditto. 
Friday,  ditto* 
Saturday,  ditto. 
Sunday,  ditto. 
O !  'twas  a  dreadful  interTal  of  time ! 


Digitized  by 


Google 


380  EPISTOLARY  GOBRBSPONDBNCK. 

to  any  thing  relating  to  your  credit.  The  last  time 
you  were  here,  you  mentioned  a  foolish  scribble  print- 
ed in  Mrs  Pilkington's  Poems.  When  you  were  gone 
I  immediately  looked  into  the  book,  and  as  I  had 
told  you  could  not  find  it.  1  then  sent  to  Mr  Pil- 
kington,  who  brought  me  an  edition  printed  in  Lon- 
don, where  I  found  it  at  the  end  of  the  book.  The 
story  of  the  thing  is  this  :  When  that  money  was  or- 
dered by  my  Lord  Carteret,  Pilkington,  not  used  to 
such  sums,  told  his  patron,  Dr  Delany,  dl  the  par- 
ticulars of  his  fear,  joy,  &c.  on  the  matter,  which  so 
diverted  the  doctor,  that  he  made  the  young  man  to 
write  it  down,  that  Lord  Carteret  might  see  it ;  and 
when  his  Lordship  went  to  England,  he  writ  to  the 
doctor  to  send  him  a  copy,  which  his  Lordship  hav- 
ing shewn  to  several  persons,  was  transcribed,  and, 
by  the  impertinence  of  the  bookseller,  printed  at  the 
end  ot  the  Poems,  against  Piikington^s  knowledge, 
and  much  to  his  vexation ;  for  the  character  he  gives 


Monday,  23. 
^'  Ordered  to  wait  again  oa  Mr  T -;  but  h^ppeoiDg  to  be  over 
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himself  in  it  is  a  very  mean  one,  and  must  be  re- 
membered, and  much  to  his  disadvantage  if  ever  he 
rises  in  the  world  As  for  your  part  in  it,  I  must 
declare  my  thoughts  that  it  does  not  affect  you  in 
th6  feast.  You  are  said  to  be  sick,  and  could  not 
be  seen,  and  the  complaint  is  of  the  usual  kind 
made  by  all  who  attend  at  Courts.  The  young  man 
was  sorry,  as  he  had  reason,  to  see  it  in  print,  lei^ 
it  might  possibly  offend  a  person  of  your  reputation 
and  consequence.  He  appears  to  me  to  be  a  mo- 
dest good-natured  man.  I  know  bift  little  of  him. 
Dr  Delany  brought  him  to  me  first,  and  recom- 
mended him  las  one  whom  I  might  safely  counte- 
nance. He  is  in  the  utmost  pain  at  hearing  thai 
you  imagine  there  was  the  least  design  to  affront  you  5 
sitic'e,  as  it  would  be  the  basest  thing  in  itself,  so 
siKjh  a  treatment  would  be  the  surest  method  to  ruin 
his  interests. 

I  could  not  fofbear  telling  you  this  out  of  perfect 
pity  to  the  young  man. 

I  desire  to  present  my  humble  service  to  Mrs 
Tickell,  and  am  with  great  esteem.  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

JoNATH.  Swift. 

I  am  just  going  out  of  town  for -a  few  weeks,  but 
I  have  ordered  that  Mrs  Tickell  shall  have  her  an- 
ni^l  tribute  of  peaches  and  nectarines,  which  will 
be  ripe  in  a  few  days,  if  the  sun  is  favourable,  and 
thieves  wUl  spare  them. 
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TO  EATON  STANNARD,  ESQ. 

Deanery  .House,  March  12,  17  39 -4* 

Sir, 
I  AM  commanded  by  my  Lady  Howth  to  use  the 
utmost  of  that  little  credit  1  may  possibly  have  with 
you,  in  favour  of  her  brother,  Mr  George,  to  whom 
I  am  a  perfect  stranger ;  neither  do  I  know  any  other 
lady  whose  commands  I  would  not  have  disobeyed 
on  the  like  occasion,  being  perfectly  indifferent  how 
Parliament  elections  go,  unless  I  could  have  any 
hope  of  a  majority  half  so  honest,  or  a  tenth  part  so 
able  as  yourself.     It  seems  the  election  comes  on  up- 
on Thursday  next.     Her  ladyship  called  here  yes- 
terday, but  I  was  abroad,  and  she  left  her  desirp  that 
I  would  write  to  you  as  soon  as  possible. 
I  am,  with  great  esteem,  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

JoNATH.  Swift* 


TO  THE  SAME. 

Deanery-House,  April  11,  I73lf* 

Sir, 
I  BBLiEVB  you  may  possibly  have  heard  from  me, 
or  public  report,  of  my  resolution  to  leave  my  whole 
fortune,  except  a  few  legacies,  to  build  an  hospital 
for  idiots  and  lunatics  in  this  city,  or  the  suburbs. 
And,  after  long  consideration,  I  have  been  so  bold 
to  pitch  upon  you  as  my  director  in  the  methods  I 
ought  to  take  for  rendering  my  design  effectual.    I 


Digitized  by 


Google 


BPISTOLABY  COBRESPOKDBNCfi.  9SS 

have  known  and  seen  the  difficulties  of  any  such  at- 
tempt, by  the  negligence,  or  ignorance,  or  some 
worse  dealing  by  executors  and  trustees.  I  have 
been  so  unfortunate,  for  want  of  some  able  friend  of 
a  public  spirit,  that  I  could  never  purchase  one  foot 
of  land. 

The  neighbouring  country  always  watching,  like 
crows  for  a  carcase,  over  every  estate  that  was  like- 
ly to  be  sold,  and  that  kind  of  knowledge  was  quite 
out  of  the  life  I  have  led ;  which,  in  the  strength  of 
my  days,  chiefly  past  at  courts,  and  among  minis- 
ters of  state,  to  my  great  vexation  and  disappoint- 
ment, for  which  I  now  repent  too  late.  1  therefore 
humbly  desire  you  will  please  to  take  me  into  your 
guardianship,  as  far  as  the  weight  of  your  business 
will  permit.  As  the  city  hath  agreed  to  give  me 
a  piece  of  land,  my  wish  would  be  to  make  the  lord 
mayor,  recorder,  and  aldermen,  my  trustees,  execu- 
tors or  governors,  according  as  you  shall  please  to 
advise.  And  out  of  these,  committees  may  be  ap- 
pointed to  meet  at  proper  times.  My  thought  is, 
that  the  city  will  be  careful  in  an  affair  calculated 
wholly  for  the  city's  advantage.  If  you  would  fa- 
vour me  SQ  much,  as  to  fix  any  day  during  this 
vacation  to  dine  at  the  Deanery,  1  shall  be  extreme- 
ly obliged  to  you  ;  and  give  you  my  very  crude  no- 
lions  of  my  intentions. 

I  am,  with  great  esteem.  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  and  obliged  servant, 

JoNATH.  Swift* 
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SCROLL  OF  A  LETTER  TO  A  LADY. 


[From  the  original  in  the  Dean's  handwriting,  found  among  Mi< 
Steele's  papers.  It  is  without  any  address,  and  displays  his  usual 
ftyle  of  real  kindness  and  politeness,  under  the  mask  of  cyni* 
cal  rudeness.] 


Tuesday,  Oct.  12,  17S(J. 
Madam, 
You  are  very  captious ;  for,  in  my  last  letter,  I  on- 
ly said  in  the  beginning.  Madam,  you  lie  !  I  have  a 
^eat  deal  worse  than  that  to  say,  when  I  writ^  to 
ladies ;  and  my  fault  is,  what  my  enemies  give  out, 
that  I  use  you  too  well.  I  send  you  some  frUit  of 
my  own  planting ;  and,  like  a  fool,  I  send  you  the 
best,  though  you  never  give  the  bearef  i  farthing; 
and,  when  you  do,  may  you  never  be  worth  another. 
Let  me  know  perfectly  the  condition  of  your  eldest 
sister.  I  will  wait  on  you  soon,  if  health  will. permit 
me.  I  am  now  tolerably ;  which  is  more  than  yxm 
can  pretend  to.  My  humble  service  to  the  mtle 
woman's  little  man. 

J.S. 
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FROM  ERASMUS  LEWIS  TO  DEAN  SWIFT.  * 

Loudon,  Aug.  4,  1737. 

I  ASSURE  you,  my  dear  Dean,  *twas  matter  of  joy 
to  me  to  receive  a  letter  from  you,  and  I  hope  His  an 
earnest  of  many  more  I  may  have  hereafter,  before 
you  and  I  leave  this  world  ;  though  I  must  tell  you, 
that  if  you  and  I  revive  our  former  correspondence, 
you  must  indulge  me  the  liberty  of  making  use  of 
another  hand;  for  whether  it  be  owing  to  age,orwrit- 


*  This  letter,  and  that  from  Mr  Lewis,  on  p.  ^18.  now  first  pub- 
lished, throw  important  light  upon  the  reasons  for  suppressing 
Swift's  Histoid  of  the  Four  last  Years  of  Queen  Anne.  The 
Earl  of  Oxford  appears  to  have  been  very  anxious  to  prevent  the 
publication  until  the  work  had  been  previously  revised  by  him- 
self and  some  family  friends.  This  reqi\est  he  presses  upon  the 
Dean  in  his  letter  of  7th  April  1737,  p.  140 ;  and  as  Swift,  in 
his  reply,  14th  June,  p*  158,  seems  rather  to  decline  the  pro- 
posal, his  Lordship  repeats  it  more  anxiously  in  a  letter  of  4th 
June,  p.  174.  It  was  also  enforced  by  the  Dean's  old  friend, 
Erasmus  Lewis,  on  30th  June,  who  renews  their  correspondence 
-with  the  obvious  purpose  of  preventing  the  publication  if  pos- 
sible till  some  revision  of  the  manuscript  had  taken  place*  In  his 
answer  of  23d  June,  Swift  consents,  with  obvious  reluctance,  that 
the  person  who  was  in  possession  of  the  MS.  (  Dr  King  apparently) 
should  read  it  to  Lord  Oxford  and  Mr  Lewis,  but  without  trust- 
ing it  out  of  his  own  hands.  This  is  the  reply  in  which  Lewis 
claims  that  promise;  and  in  his  subsequent  letter,  8th  April 
1738,  p*  218,  the  reader  will  find,  that,  upon  perusal  of  the  ma- 
nuscript, the  friends  to  whom  it  was  exhibited,  saw  so  much 
ground  for  alteration,  that  the  idea  of  publishing  the  work  was 
altogether  laid  aside«  It  is  scarce  necessary  to  remind  the  reader, 
that  Lewis  had  been  Under  Secretary  of  State  during  Lord  Ox* 
ford's  administration. 

VOL.  XIX.  "  B  b 
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ing  formerly  whole  nights  by  candle-light,  or  to  both 
those  causes^  my  sight  is  so  far  impaired,  that  I 
am  not  able^  without  much  pain,  to  scratch  out  -a 
letter. 

I  do  not  remember  ever  to  have  read  your  histo- 
ry. I  own  my  memory  is  much  decayed ;  but  still  I 
think  I  could  not  have  forgotten  a  matter  of  so  much 
consequence,  and  which  must  have  given  me  sd 
great  a  pleasure.  It  is  fresh  in  my  mind,  that  Lord 
Oxford  and  the  Auditor  desired  you  to  confer*  with 
me  upon  the  subject  matter  of  it ;  that  we  according* 
ly  did  so ;  and  that  the  concluwon  was,  you  would 
bury  every  thing  in  obljvion.  We  reported  this  to 
those  two,  I  mean  to  his  Lordship  and  his  uncle, 
and  they  acquiesced  in  it.  Now  I  find  you  have 
finished  that  piece.  I  ask  nothing  but  what  you 
grant  in  your  letter  of  July  23d,  viz*  That  your 
friend  shall  read  it  to  me,  and  forbear  sending  it  to  the 
press,  till  you  have  considered  the  objections,  if  any 
should  be  made.  In  the  meantime,  I  shall  only  ob* 
serve  to  you  in  general,  that  three  and  twenty  years, 
for  so  long  it  is  since  the  death  of  Queen  Anne,  have 
made  a  great  alteration  in  the  world,  and  that  what 
was  sense  and  reason  then  is  not  so  now ;  besides,  I 
am  told  you  have  treated  some  people's  characters 
with  a  severity  which  the  present  times  will  not 
bear,  and  may  possibly  bring  the  author  into  much 
trouble,  which  would  be  matter  of  great  uneasiness 
to  his  friends.  I  know  very  well  it  is  your  intenti<m 
to  do  honour  to  the  then  treasurer.  Lord  Oxford 
knows  it;  all  his  family  and  friends  know  it ;  but  it 
is  to  be  done  with  great  circumspection.  It  is  now 
too  late  to  pi^blish  a  pamphlet,  and  too  early  to  pub- 
lish a  history. 

It  was  always  my  opinion,  that  the  best  way  of 
doing  honour  to  the  treasurer,  was  to  write  a  history 
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the  peace  of  Utrecht,  beginning  with  a  short  pre- 
ible  concerning  the  calamitous  state  of  our  debt, 
d  ending  with  the  breaking  our  army  and  restor- 
^  the  civil  power ;  that  these  great  things  were 
tnpleted  under  the  administration  of  the  Earl  of 
cford,  and  this  should  be  his  epitaph.  Lord  Bo- 
gbroke  is  undoubtedly  writing  a  history,  but  I 
lieve  will  not  live  to  finish  it,  because  he  takes  it 
too  high,  viz.  from  the  Restoration.  In  all  pro- 
bility  he'll  cut  and  slash  Lord  Oxford.  This  is 
\y  my  guess.  I  don*t  know  it. 
4s  to  our  private  friends,  I  must  tell  you,  t  believe 
•  Mash[am]  to  be  a  good  young  man  without  any 
tiing  qualities.  Charles  Ford*s  mistress  is  his  bot- 
to  which  he  is  so  entirely  given  up,  that  he  and 
inverse  but  little,  though  he  is  a  man  of  honour, 
[  as  such  to  be  respected.  Pope  is  very  kind  to 
and  I  am  vain  of  it.  We  meet  often,  and  always 
lember  you.  I  did  so  yesterday  with  Mr  Hare, 
r  Sir  Thomas  Hare.     Poor  George  Arbuthnot  is 

erable.   He  is  splenetick  to  a  degree  of He 

oing  to  France  to  try  whether  that  merry  nation 

cure  him.     Lord  and  Lady  Oxford  and  Lord 

sham  send  you  their  compliments.    As  you  make 

iendly  inquiry  after  my  health,  I  must  tell  you  I 

all  the  infirmities  of  age,  but  less  of  deafness 

I  of  any  other.     I  find  some   relief  in  cards, 

2hy  I  believe,  you  despise,  but  they  keep  me 

i  thinking,  and  that  is  a  great  benefit.     Adieu, 

Dean,    and  believe  me  most  affectionately 

•9>  E.  L. 
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TO  EATON  STANNARD,  ESQ.  DUBLIN. 

Desinery-Hoase,  Jane  8,  1741. 
Sir, 
I  KNOW  the  bearer,  Mr  William  Swifk,  to  be  a  de- 
serving young  gentleman,  and  I  think  he  hath  some 
learning,  although  he  be  just  returned  from  the  study 
of  law.     He  is  my  relation,  and  I  desire  you  will 
please  to  present  him  to  my  lord  chancellor. 
I  am,  worthy  Sir,  with  true  esteem, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Jonathan  Swift. 
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an  origioal  in  its  kind,  beyond  what  we  have  any- 
lere  met  with,  being  a  heap  of  strange  insolence 
d  ^urrihty,  without  the  least  provocation.  What 
lesired  you  to  tell  him  was,  that  I  thought  his  ob- 
vations  were  too  long,  and  that,  in  my  opinion,  it 
>uld  be  better  to  enlarge  his  notes.  When  I  met 
iss  Drelincourt  on  the  Mall,  I  likewise  said,  that 
:ould  not  decently  give  public  encouragement  to 
:h  a  work  where  Mr  Pope  was  openly  reflected  on 
name.  As  for  a  distressed  person,  and  a  clergy- 
m  that  hath  suffered  for  his  opinion,  I  should  be 
y  ready  to  contribute  my  mite,  and  have  done  it 
sner  than  it  was  deserved  from  me  ;  but  this  same 
•  Earbery  would  be  countenanced  as  an  author 
i  3.  genius,  whereof  I  am  no  judge,  and  therefore 
would  be  more  convenient  for  him  to  apply  to 
ers  who  are.  But  I  think  whoever  he  applies 
for  encouragement,  he  would  not  succeed  the 
rse,  if  he  thought  fit  to  spare  the  method  of 
eatening  and  ill  language  ;  although  I  have  been 
long  out  of  the  world,  that,  perhaps,  I  may  be 
>taken,  and  that  these  are  the  new  arts  of  purchas- 
:  favour.  For  the  same  reason,  let  me  add  one 
ng  more,  that  being  wholly  a  stranger  to  the  pre- 
t  way  of  writing,  the  objection  1  made  to  his  ob- 
vations  maybe  altogether  injudicious,  for  want  of 
)wing  the  taste  of  the  age,  or  of  conversing  with 
productions.  This  you  may  please  to  tell  the 
ter  of  the  letter,  and  that  I  promise  never  to  med- 
with  his  liberty  of  understanding,  although  what 
means  is  past  mine. 

I  am,  with  true  respect, 
Madam, 
Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 
JoNATH.  Swift. 
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My  humble  service  to  Miss  Drelincourt.  I  as- 
sure you  she  makes  a  good  figure  on  the  Mall,  and 
I  could,  in  conscience,  do  no  less  than  distinguish 
her. 

I  have  desired  Mr  Gay  to  shew  you  the  letter, 
writ  to  me  by  this  Mr  Earbury,  and  I  have  writ  a 
word  or  two  at  the  bottom  for  you  to  read. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


BETWEEN 


SWIFT  AND  MISS  VANHOMRIGH. 


....... ..r.i 


CORRESPONDENCE,  &c. 

|[The  reader  is  here  presented  irith  what  public  curiosity  hii 
longed  to  see,  and  what  will,  after  all,  probablj  afford  it  less 
gratification  than  might  have  been  expected.  It  is  said^  that  the 
unfortunate  Vanessa,  on  her  death-bed,  charged  her  executors 
to  make  these  letters  public,  and  there  has  been  probably  some 
foundation  for  so  uniform  an  averment,  although  no  such  in- 
junction appears  in  her  will,  as  has  been  affirmed  by  most 
of  Swift's  biographers.  The  originals  of  the  letters  are 
said  to  have  been  destroyed  by  Bishop  Berkeley ;  but  Judge 
Marsha],  the  other  executor,  preserved  copies,  from  which 
several  extracts  ha^e,  at  different  times,  found  their  way  to 
the  public.  The  f blowing  transcript  was  made  some  years 
since,  by  my  learned  and  most  obliging  friend,  the  Reverend 
Mr  Berwick  of  Esher,  near  Leixlip,  well  known  to  the  li- 
terary world  by  the  light  which  his  labours  have  thrown  upon 
many  abstruse  passages  of  ancient  history.  The  internal  evi- 
dence, and  the  high  character  of  Mr  Berwick,  are  a  sufficient 
warrant  of  the  authenticity  of  these  letters,  although  the  edi« 
tor  is  unable  to  state  in  whose  hands  the  original  copy  of  Mar- 
shal is  now  to  be  found.  The  want  of  dates  has,  in  some 
places,  rendered  it  doubtful  whether  the  letters  are  arranged 
in  proper  order,  but  in  one  instance  only  the  editor  has  ven- 
tured to  depart  from  the  order  of  the  transcript,  for  the  reason 
given  in  a  note.  Two  or  three  extracts  from  Swift's  letters 
to  Vanessa  were  already  printed  in  Vol.  XVII.  before  the  edi* 
tor  became  possessed  of  the  full  transcript.  They  are  reprint- 
ed entire  in  the  following  series,  to  save  the  reader  the  trouble 
of  reference.  The  letters,  although  there  is  here  and  there  a 
degree  of  affected  mystery,  in  alluding  to  circumstances  of 
their  intercourse,  which  taken  alone,  might  appear  suspicious, 
do,  upon  the  whole,  answer  the  description  given  of  them  by 
Delany,  on  the  authority  of  Bishop  Berkeley, — that  Swift's 
consisted  chiefly  of  gallantry,  excuses,  apologies,  &c.  while 
Miss  Vanhomrigh's  expressed  the  most  deep  and  violent  pas. 
Bion,  but  without  the  least  hint  of  a  criminal  intercourse  be' 
tween  them ;  which  could  scarcely  have  been  avoided  in  so 
long  a  correspondence,  had  there  been  any  foundation  for  it. 
Delany's  Remarks,  p*  123.] 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


BETWEEN 


SWIFT  AND  MISS  VANHOMRIGH. 


DR  SWIFT  TO  MRS  ESTHER  VANHOM- 
RIGH,  Junior, 

£At  bcr  lodgings  oyer  against  Park.Place,  in  St  James's  Street, 
London.  ♦] 

"Windsor  Castle,  Aug.  15,  1712. 
I  THOUGHT  to  have  written  to  little  Miss-essy  by 
the  colonel,  but  at  last  I  did  not  approve  of  him  as 
a  messenger.  Mr  Ford  began  your  health  last  night 
under  the  name  of  the  Jilt,  for  which  I  desire  you 
will  reproach  him.  I  do  neither  study  nor  exercise 
sio  much  here  as  I  do  in  town.  The  colonel  f  will 
intercept  all  the  news  I  have  to  tell  you,  of  my  fine 


*  This  fatal  correspondence  seems  to  have  commenced  with 
Swift*s  residence  in  Windsor,  in  autumn  1712,  while  drawing  to- 
gether materials  for  his  History  of  the  Peace  of  Utrecht.  It  is 
not  therefore  wonderful  that,  about  the  same  time,  we  find  him 
apologizing  to  Stella  for  the  slackness  of  hi»  correspondence* 
Vol.  111.  p.  101. 

+  Vanessa's  brother,  who  seems  to  hare  been  in  the  arm  j ;  he 
is  sometimes  called  the  Captain* 
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snuff-box,  ♦  and  my  being  at  a  ball,  and  my  losing 
my  money  at  ombre  with  the  Duke  and  Duchess 
of  Shrewsbury.  I  cannot  imagine  how  you  pass 
your  time  in  our  absence,  unless  by  lying  a-bed  till 
twelve,  and  then  having  your  followers  about  you 
till  dinner.  We  have  dispatches  to-day  from  Lord 
Bolingbroke ;  f  all  is  admirably  well,  and  a  cessation 
of  arms  will  be  declared  with  France  in  London,  on 
Tuesday  next.  I  dined  with  the  Duke  of  Shrews- 
bury to-day,  and  sat  an  hour  by  Mrs  Warburton, 
teaching  her  when  she  played  wrong  at  ombre,  and 
I  cannot  see  her  defects ;  either  my  eyes  fail  me, 
or  they  are  partial  But  Mrs  Touchet  is  an  ugly 
awkward  slut.  What  do  you  do  all  the  afternoon? 
How  come  you  to  make  it  a  secret  to  me,  that  you 
all  design  to  come  to  Windsor  ?  If  you  were  never 
here,  I  think  you  all  cannot  do  better  than  come  for 
three  or  four  days  ;  five  pounds  will  maintain  you, 
and  pay  for  your  coach  backwards  and  forwards* 
I  suppose  the  Captain  will  go  down  with  you  now, 
for  want  of  better  company.  I  will  steal  to  town 
one  of  these  days  and  catch  you  napping.  I  desire 
you  and  Moll  J  will  walk  as  often  as  you  can  in  the 
Park,  and  do  not  sit  moping  at  home,  you  that  can 
neither  work,  nor  read,  nor  play,  nor  care  for  com- 
pany. I  long  to  drink  a  dish  of  coffee  in  the  slut- 
tery,  and  hear  you  dun  me  for  Socrete,  and  "  Drink 


♦  Presented  to  Swift  by  General  Hill,  Governor  of  Dunkirk, 
See  Vol.  III.  p.  105,  for  his  celebrated  repartee  to  Lord  Oxford, 
upon  the  subject  of  the  snail  and  the  goose,  which  were  enchas- 
ed  on  this  snutf.box.  Mr  Theophilus  Swift  describes  this  ce1e« 
brated  box  as  being  of  agate,  richly  mounted  with  gold.  The 
goose  and  snail  are  still  Tisible  upon  the  lid. 

+  Then  at  Paris. 

{  Miss  Mary  Vaahomrigh,  whom  he  afterwards  calls  Molkio, 
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ronv  coffee.— Why  don't  you  drink  your  coffee  ?'* 
Vfy  humble  service  to  your  mother,  and  Moll,  and 
he  Colonel.— Adieu ! 


TO  THE  SAME, 

[Whom  he  calls  MessheshinageJl 

Friday,  at  Mr  Lewis's  Office,  [no  date.] 
Miss  Hessy  is  not  to  believe  a  word  Mr  Lewis 
ays  in  his  letter.  I  would  have  writ  to  you  sooner, 
f  I  had  not  been  busy,  and  idle,  and  out  of  humour, 
nd  did  not  know  how  to  send  to  you,  without  the 
lelp  of  Mr  Lewis,  my  mortal  enemy.  I  am  so 
/eary  of  this  place,  that  I  am  resolved  to  leave  it  in 
wo  days,  and  not  return  in  three  weeks.  I  will 
ome  as  early  on  Monday  as  I  can  find  opportuni- 
^,  and  will  take  a  little  Grub-street  lodging,  pretty 
ear  where  I  did  before,  and  dine  with  you  thrice 
-week,  and  will  tell  you  a  thousand  secrets,  provid- 
d  you  will  have  no  quarrels  to  me.     Adieu  ! 

Don*t  remember  me  to  Moll,  but  humble  service 
:>  your  mother. 


TO  THE  SAME, 

[Whom  he  calls  Missess^J] 

Sunday,  nine,  [no  date.] 

I  DID  not  forget  the  coffee,  for  I  thought  you 
tiould  not  be  robbed  of  it.    John  does  not  go  to 
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Oxford,  so  I  s€nd  back  the  book  as  you  desire.  I 
would  not  see  you  for  a  thousand  pounds  if  I  could; 
but  I  am  now  in  my  night-gown,  writing  a  dozen  let- 
ters>  and  packing  up  papers.  Why,  then,  you  shouM 
not  have  come  ;  and  I  know  that  as  well  as  you. 

My  service  to  your  mother.  I  doubt  you  do 
wrong  to  go  to  Oxford,  but  now  that  is  past,  since 
you  cannot  be  in  London  to-night ;  and  if  I  *  do  not 
inquire  for  acquaintance,  but  let  somebody  in  the 
inn  go  about  with  you  among  the  colleges,  per- 
haps you  will  not  be  known.     Adieu. 

John  presents  his  humble  service  to  you. 
The  fellow  has  been  long  coming. 


FROM  THE  SAME  TO  THE  SAME, 

[Whom  he  calls  Little  Misessi/.'] 

•  I  HAVE  writ  three  or  four  lies  in  as  many  lines. 
Pray  seal  up  the  letter  to  Mrs  L.f,  and  let  nobody 
read  it  but  yourself.  I  suppose  this  packet  will  lie 
two  or  three  hours  till  you  awake.     And  pray  let 


*  This  probably  should  be  read^  '*  \i  you  do  not  inqaire,"  &c. 
It  does  not  seem  that  Swift  was  to  meet  them  at  Oxford.  Mrs 
Vauhomrigh,  whose  affairs  were  embarrassed,  might  have  credi- 
tors at  Oxford. 

+  Perhaps  to  Mrs  Long,  who  was  an  intimate  of  the  Vanhom- 
righ  family.  See  a  letter  of  hers  to  Swift,  Vol.  XV.  p.  458,  in 
which  Miss  Hessy  is  i)articularly  mentioned.  But  if  this  conjec- 
ture be  accurate,  the  letter  should  ha?e  been  placed  first  of  the 
series,  for  Mrs  Long  died  December  ITH.  Ibid.  p.  464.  She 
was  then  retired  to  Lynne  for  fear  of  her  creditors,  which  may 
be  a  reason  for  the  precaution  observed  in  addressing  her. 
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the  outside  starched  letter  to  you  be  seen,  after  you 
have  sealed  that  to  Mrs  L.  See  what  arts  people 
must  {u$€y']  though  they  mean  ever  so  well.  Now 
are  you  and  Puppy  lying  at  your  ease,  without 
dreaming  any  thing  of  all  this.  Adieu,  till  we  meet 
over  a  pot  of  coffee,  or  an  orange  and  sugar,  in  the 
sluttery,  which  1  have  so  often  found  to  be  the  most 
agreeable  chamber  in  the  world. 


FROM  MISS  ESTHER  VANHOMRIGH  TO 
DR  SWIFT. 

London,  Sept.  the  1st,  1712. 

Had  I  a  correspondent  in  China,  I  might  have 

had  an  answer  by  this  time.    I  never  could  think  till 

now,  that  London  was  so  far  off  in  your  thoughts, 

and  that  twenty  miles  were,  by  your  computation, 

equal  to  some  thousands.     I  thought  it  a  piece  of 

charity  to  undeceive  you  in  this  point,  and  to  let 

you  know,  if  you  give  yourself  the  trouble  to  write, 

I  may  probably  receive  your  letter  in  a  day :  'twas 

that  made  me  venture  to  take  pen  in  hand  the  third 

time.     Sure  you'll  not  let  it  be  to  no  purpose.     You 

must  needs  be  extremely  happy  where  you  are,  to 

forget  your  absent  friends ;  and  I  believe  you  have 

formed  a  new  system,  and  think  there  is  no  more  of 

this  world,  passing  your  sensible  horizon.     If  this 

be  your  notion,  I  must  excuse  you  ;  if  not,  you  can 

plead  no  other  excuse ;  and,  if  it  be,  Sir,  I  must 

reckon  myself  of  another  world ;  but  I  shall  have 

much  ado  to  be  persuaded,  till  you  send  me  some 

convincing  arguments  of  it.    Don't  dally  in  a  thing 
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of  this  consequence,  but  demonstrate  that  'tis  pos- 
'  sible  to  keep  up  a  correspondence  between  friends^ 
though  in  different  worlds,  and  assure  one  another, 
as  I  do  you,  that  I  am  your  most  obedient 

and  most  humble  servant, 
E.  Vanhomrigh. 


FROM  THE  SAME  TO  THE  SAME. 

Londoo,  Sept  the  2d,  1712. 
Mr  Lewis  tells  me  you  have  majde  a  solemn 
resolution  to  leave  Wiudsor  the  moment  we  come 
there ;  His  a  noble  res.  *  pray  keep  to  it.  Now, 
that  I  may  be  noways  accessory  to  your  break-^ 
ing  it,  I  design  to  send  Mr  Lewis  word  to  a  mi- 
nute when  we  shall  leave  London,  that  he  may 
tell  you.  And  might  I  advise  you,  it  should  be  to 
set  out  from  Windsor  just  at  the  same  time  that  we 
leave  London,  and  if  there  be  a  by-way  you  had 
better  take  it,  for  I  very  much  apprehend,  that,  see- 
ing us  will  make  you  break  through  all,  at  least  I 
am  sure  it  would  make  you  heartily  repent;  and 
I  would  not  for  the  world,  could  I  avoid  it,  give 
any  uneasiness  upon  this  score,  because  I  must  in- 
fallibly upon  another.  For  when  Mr  Lewis  told 
me  what  you  had  done,  (which  I  must  needs  say, 
was  not  in  so  soft  a  manner  as  he  ought,  both  out 
of  friendship  to  you,  and  compassion  to  me,)  I  im- 
mediately swore,  that,  to  be  revenged  of  you,  I 
would  stay  in  Windsor  as  long. as  Mrs  H      ■  e  did> 


*  Resolution* 
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Qd^  if  that  was  not  long  enough  to  teaze  you,  I 
ould  follow  her  to  Hampton  Court,  and  then  I 
iould  see  which  will  give  you  most  vexation,  see- 
ig  me  but  sometimes,  or  not  seeing  her  at  all. 
esides,  Mr  Lewis  has  promised  me  to  intercept  all 
)ur  letters  to  her,  and  her's  to  you  ;  at  least  he 
lys  I  shall  read  them  en  passant^  and,  for  sealing 
em  again,  let  him  look  to  that.  I  think  your 
in  is  amply  contrived,  for  which  don't  blame  me. 
It  yourself,  for  'twas  your  rashness  prompted  to 
is  malice,  which  I  should  never  else  have  thought 


lOM  DR  SWIFT  TO  MRS  ESTHER  VAN- 
HOMRIGH, 

ie  YouDger,  at  her  lodgings  oyer  against  Park.Place,  in  St 
James's  Street,  London.     Carriage  paid.] 

Windsor  Castle,  Sept.  3.  1712. 
[  SEND  this  haunch  of  venison  to  your  mother, 
;  to  you,  and  this  letter  to  you,  not  your  mo- 
r.  I  had  your  last,  and  your  bill,  and  know  your 
sons.  I  have  ordered  Barber  to  send  you  the 
rplus  sealed  up  :  I  am  full  of  business  and  ill 
nour.  Some  end  or  other  shall  soon  be  put  to 
h.  *  I  thought  you  would  have  been  here  yes- 
lay  :  Is  your  journey  hither  quite  off?  f  I  hope 


About  this  time  the  business  of  his  preferment  was  in  agita- 

See  the  Journal,  16th  September  1712. 
The  visit  of  the  Vamhomrigh  family  to  ^indsor  did  take 
>  as  is  afterwards  intimated. 
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Moll  is  recovered  of  her  illness,  and  thai  you  may 
come.  Have  you  'scaped  your  share  in  this  new 
fever  ?*  I  have  hitherto,  though  of  late  I  am  not 
very  well  in  my  head. 

You  rally  very  well :  Mr  Lewis  allows  you  to  do 

so.f 

I  read  your  letter  to  him.  I  have  not  time  to 
answer,  the  coach  and  venison  being  just  ready  to 

Pray  eat  half  an  ounce  at  least  of  the  venison, 
and  present  my  humble  service  to  your  mother, 
Moll,  and  the  Colonel. 

I  had  his  letter,  and  will  talk  to  him  about  it  when 
he  comes. 

This  letter,  I  doubt,  will  smell  of  the  venison. 
I  wish  the  hang- dog  coachman  may  not  spoil  the 
haunch  in  the  carriage.    Je  suis  a  vous,  &c. 


TO  THE  SAME. 


End  of  May  1712« 
I  PROMISED  to  write  to  you,  and  I  have  let  you 
know  that  it  is  impossible  for  any  body  to  have 
more  acknowledgments  at  heart  for  all  your  kind- 
ness and  generosity  to  me.      I  hope  this  journey 


•  Journal,  August  7, 1712.  "  We  have  a  fercr  both  here  and 
at  Windsor,  which  hardly  any  body  misies.  But  it  lasts  not 
above  three  or  four  days^and  kills  nobody.  The  Queen  has  for- 
ty servants  down.in  it  at  once.'"  The  new  fever  is  again  mention* 
ed^  9th  October.    Vol.  III.  pages  100,  109. 

f  This  alludes  to  Vanessa's  last  letter. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SPISTOLART  COERSSPONDBNCB.  401 

ill  rertore  my  health.  I  will  ride  but  little  every 
ly,  and  I  will  write  a  common  letter  to  you  all 
om  some  of  my  stages,  but  directed  to  you.  I 
)uld  not  get  here  till  ten  this  night.  Pray  be  mer- 
%  and  eat,  and  walk,  and  be  good  ;  and  send  me 
)ur  commands,  whatever  Mr  L.  shall  think  pro- 
2r  to  advise  you.  I  have  hardly  time  to  put  my 
m  to  paper,  but  I  would  make  good  my  promise, 
ray  God  preserve  you,  and  make  you  happy  and 
isy ;  and  so  adieu  brat 
Service  to  mother  and  Molkin. 
Mrs  B.*s  house,  eleven  at  night,  company  weight-' 
g^  who  come  to  take  leave  of  me. 


TO  MRS  VANHOMRIGH,  SENIOR.     ^ 

Lddressed  to  Madam  Van,  at  the  sign  of  the  three  Widows  in 
Pom-roy  Ally.    With  care  and  speed.    Present.'] 

Chester,  Jane  (Sth,  1713. 
Madam, 
You  heard  of  me  from  Dunstable,  by  the  way  of 
essy.  I  have  had  a  sad  time  since.  If  Moll's 
en  so  had  been  there,  she  would  have  none  left. 
ow  Hessy  grumbles  that  I  talk  of  Moll.  I  have 
solved  lapon  the  direction  of  my  letter  already,  for 
'eckon  Hessy  and  Moll  are  widows  as  well  as  you, 
at  least  hsdf  widows.  D'Avilaf  goes  off  rarely 
w.     I  have  often  wished  for  a  little  of  your  rats- 


»  WsAtlng. 

i-  It  would  appear,  that,  under  Swift's  tuition,  Vanessa  was 
;aged  in  reading  Darila^s  Ci^il  Wars  of  France. 
VOL.  XIX.  C  C 
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bane ;  *  what  I  met  on  the  road  does  not  deserve 
the  name  of  ratsbane.  I  have  told  Mr  Lewis  the 
circumstances  of  my  journey,  and  the  curious  may 
consult  him  upon  it.  Who  will  Hessy  get  now  to 
chide,  or  Moll  to  tell  her  stories,  and  bring  her  su- 
gar-plumbs ?  We  never  know  any  thing  enough  till 
we  want  it.  I  design  to  send  Hessy  a  letter  in  print 
from  Ireland,  because  she  cannot  read  writing-hand, 
except  from  Mr  Partington.  I  hope  you  have  heard 
again  from  the  Colonel,  and  that  he  is  fully  cured  of 

,  I  dont  know  what,  I  forget.     It  was  under 

cover  to  Mr  Lewis  that  I  wrote  to  you  from  Dun- 
stable. I  writ  to  Hessy,  by  Barber,  from  St  Al- 
bans. I  left  London  without  taking  leave  of  Sir 
John.  I  fear  a  person  of  his  civility  will  never 
pardon  me.  I  met  no  adventures  in  all  my  travels, 
only  my  horse  fell  under  me,  for  which  reason  I 
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Now  Moll  laughs  because  I  speak  wisely,  and  now 
Hessy  murmurs  again.  Well :  I  had  a  charming 
handsome  cousin  here  twenty  years  ago.  I  was  to 
see  her  to-night,  and,  in  my  conscience,  she  is  not 
handsome  at  all ;  I  wonder  how  it  comes  about ;  but 
she  is  very  good-natured,  and  you  know,  Moll, 
good-nature  is  better  than  beauty.  I  desire  you 
will  let  me  know  what  fellows  Hessy  has  got  to 
come  to  her  bed-side  in  a  morning,*  and  when  you 
design  again  to  hobble  to  Chelsea,  if  you  did  not 
tell  me  a  lie,  as  I  must  suspect.  My  head  is  some- 
thing better,  though  not  so  well  as  I  expected  by 
my  journey.  I  think  I  have  said  enough  for  a 
poor  weary  traveller.  I  will  conclude  without  ce- 
remony, and  go  to  bed.  And,  if  you  cannot  guess 
who  is  the  writer,  consult  your  pillow,  and  the  first 
fine  gentleman  you  dream  of  is  the  man. 

So  adieu. 


FROM  MISS  VANHOMRIGH  TO  DR  SWIFT. 

London^  June  6th^  1713. 
Sir, 
Now  you  are  good  beyond  expression,  in  sending 
me  that  dear  voluntary  from  St  Albans.  It  gives 
me  more  happiness  than  you  can  imagine,  or  I  de- 
scribe, to  find  that  your  head  is  so  much  better  al- 
ready. I  do  assure  you  all  my  wishes  are  employ- 
ed for  the  continuance  of  it.  I  hope  the  next  will 
tell  me  they  have  been  of  force.     Had  I  the  power 


*  The  French  custom  of  ladies'  receiTing  yisits  at  the  toilette 
•r  ruelle  was  then  general. 
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I  want,  every  day  that  did  not  add  as  much  to  your 
health,  till  it  was  quite  established,  as  Monday  last, 
should  be  struck  out  of  the  kalendar  as  useless  ones. 
I  believe  you  little  thought  to  have  been  teazed  by 
me  so  soon  ;  but  when  Mr  Lewis  told  me  if  I  would 
write  to  you,  that  he  would  take  care  of  my  letter, 
I  must  needs  own  I  had  not  self-denial  enough  to 
forbear.     Pray  why  did  not  you  remember  me  at 
Dunstable,  as  well  as  Moll  ?  Lord  !  what  a  monster 
is  Moll  grown  since.   But  nothing  of  poor  Hess,  ex- 
cept that  the  mark  will  be  in  the  same  place  of  Da- 
vila  where  you  left  it.     Indeed,  it  is  not  much  ad- 
vanced yet,  for  I  have  been  studying  of  Rpchefou- 
cault  to  see  if  he  described  as  much  of  love  as  I 
found  in  myself  a  Sunday,  and  I  find  he  falls  very 
short  of  it.    How  does  Bolingbroke  *  perfonn  ?  You 
have  not  kept  your  promise  of  riding  but  a  little 
every  day :  thirty  miles  I  take  to  be  a  very  great 
journey.     I  am  very  impatient  to  hear  from  you 
at  Chester.    It  is  impossible  to  tell  you  how  often  I 
have  wished  you  a  cup  of  coffee  and  an  orange  at 
your  inn. 


FROM  THE  SAME. 

June  1713,  London.  [No  day  of  the  month.} 
'Tis  inexpressible  the  concern  I  am  in  ever  since 
I  heard  from  Mr  Lewis,  that  your  head  is  so  much 
out  of  order.  Who  is  your  physician  ?  For  God 
sake  don't  be  persuaded  to  take  many  slops.  Satis- 
fy me  so  much  as  to  tell  me  what  medicines  you 


*  Swift's  horse,  so  called. 
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have  taken,  and  do  take.     How  did  you  find  your- 
self while  a  ship-board  ?    1  fear  'tis  your  voyage 
has  discomposed  you»  and  then  so  much  business 
following  so  immediately  before  you  had  time  to  re- 
cruit ;— -'twas  too  much.     I  beg  you  make  all  the 
haste  imaginable  to  the  country,  for  I  firmly  be- 
lieve that  air  and  rest  will  do  you  more  good  than 
any  thing  in  the  world  besides.     If  I  talk  imperti- 
nently, 1  know  you  have  goodness  enough  to  for- 
give me,  when  you  consider  how  great  an  ease  His  to 
me  to  ask  these  questions,  though  1  know  it  will  be 
a  great  while  before  I  can  be  answered ; — I  am  sure 
I  shall  think  it  so.    Oh  !  what  would  I  give  to  know 
how  you  do  at  this  instant.     My  fortune  is  too  hard, 
your  absence  was  enough  without  this  cruel  addi- 
tion.    Sure  the  powers  above  are  envious  of  your 
thinking  ^o  well,  which  makes  them  at  some  tixnes 
strive  to  interrupt  you  ;    but  I   must  confine  my 
thoughts,  or  at  least  stop  from  telling  them  to  you, 
dr  you'll  chide,  which  will  still  add  to  my  uncasi- 
ng ness.     I  have  done  all  that  was  possible  to  hinder 
g,             myself  from  writing  to  you,  till  I  heard  you  were 
better,  for  fear  of  breaking  my  promise,  *  but  'tis 
all  in  vain,  for  had  1  vowed  neither  to  touch  pen, 
ink,  nor  paper,  1  certainly  should  have  had  some 
other  invention ;  therefore  I  beg  you  woti't  be  an- 
gry with  me,  for  doing  what  is  not  in  my  power  to 
avoid.     Pray  make  Parvisole  write  me  word  what 
I  desire  to  know,  for  I  would  not  for  the  world  have 
il^i  you  hold  down  your  head.     I  am  impatient  to  the 
,jj  last  degree  to  hear  how  you  are,     I  hope  1  shall 
soon  have  you  here. 


1^ 

8* 


•  The  reader  must  obserye,  that,  at  this  early  period  of  their  af- 
fection, Swift  seems  to  have  imposed  upon  her  the  very  same  re- 
straints of  which  she  afterwards  complains  so  heavily. 
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FROM  THE  SAME. 

Londoo,  June  1713. 
Mr  Lewis  assures  me  that  you  are  now  well,  but 
will  not  tell  me  what  authority  he  has  for  it.  I 
hope  he  is  rightly  informed.  Though  His  not  my 
usual  custom,  when  a  thing  of  consequence  is  in 
doubt,  to  fix  on  what  I  earnestly  wish,  but  I  have 
already  suffered  so  much  by  knowing  that  you  were 
ill,  and  fearing  that  you  were  worse  than  you  have 
been,  that  I  will  strive  to  change  that  thought,  if  pos- 
sible, that  I  may  have  a  little  ease,  and  more,  that 
I  may  not  write. you  a  splenetic  letter.  Pray,  why 
would  not  you  make  Parvisol  write  me  word  how 
you  did,  when  I  begged  it  so  much  ?  and  if  you 
were  able  yourself,  how  could  you  be  so  cruel  to 
defer  telling  me  the  thing  of  the  which  I  wished 
the  most  to  know  ?  If  you  think  I  write  too  of- 
ten, your  only  way  is  to  tell  me  so,  or  at  least  to 
write  to  me  again,  that  I  may  know  you  don't  quite 
forget  me ;  for  I  very  much  fear  that  I  never  em- 
ploy a  thought  of  yours  now,  except  when  you  are 
reading  my  letters,  which  makes  me  ply  you  with 
them :  (Mr  Lewis  complains  of  you  too.)  If  you 
are  very  happy,  it  is  ill*natured  of  you  not  to  tell 
me  so,  except  'tis  what  is  inconsistent  with  mine.* 
But  why  don't  you  talk  to  me  that  you  know  will 
please  me.  I  have  often  heard  you  say,  that  you 
would  willingly  suffer  a  little  uneasiness,  provided 
it  gave  another  a  vast  deal  of  pleasure.     Pray  re- 


*  This  is  the  only  phrase  in  the  whole  correspondence  which 
intimates  jealousy  on  the  part  of  Miss  Vanhomrigh, 
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ember  this  maxim,  because  it  makes  for  me. 
his  is  now  the  fourth  letter  1  have  wrote  to  you : 
ey  could  not  miscarry,  for  they  were  all  under 
[r  Lewis's  cover,  nor  could  you  avoid  opening 
em,  for  the  same  reason.  Pray  what  have  you 
me  about  the  two  livings  ?  Have  you  recovered 
em  or  no  ?  *  You  know  I  love  law-business.  I 
ive  been  with  lawyers  since  I  saw  you,  but  have 
>t  yet  had  their  answers,  therefore  won't  trouble 
m  with  what  I  have  done,  till  I  can  tell  you  alL 
•ay  let  me  know  when  you  design  coming  over; 
r  I  must  beg  you  to  talk  to  Mr  P.  and  settle  some 
fairs  for  me.  Pray  let  me  hear  from  you  soon, 
nch  will  be  an  inexpressible  joy  to  her  that  is 
yays 


FROM  THE  SAME. 

Loodon,  Jane  23,  1713. 

Herb  is  now  three  long  weeks  passed  since  you 
ote  to  me.  Oh  !  happy  Dublin,  that  can  employ 
your  thoughts,  and  happy  Mrs. Emerson,  that 
uld  bear  from  you  the  moment  you  landed.  Had 
not  been  for  her,  I  should  be  yet  more  uneasy 
in  I  am.  I  really  believe,  before  you  leave  Ire- 
id,  I  shall  give  you  just  reason  to  wish  I  did  not 
ow  my  letters,  or  at  least  that  I  could  not  write ; 


*  Laracor  and  Rathbeggan.  The  Dean,  on  his  promotion, 
Led  of  recommending  Dr  Rajrmond  as  his  successor,  in  case  of 
remova].     tie  retained  them,  howerer.     Vol.  III.  p.  104^ 

^0 
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surer  has  been  extremely  to  blame,  for  all  his 
friends  advised  him  to  let  it  be  dropt,  by  consent, 
till  next  session :  but  [he]  would  not,  depending 
on  the  same  success  he  had  on  the  malt-tax.  *  I 
know  you'll  say,  "  What,  does  the  slut  mean  to 
talk  all  this  stujff  to  me  ;  if  I  was  there,  I  had  as  lieve 
hear  it  as  any  thing  they  could  say,  but  to  pursue 
me  with  her  nonsense  is  intolerable.— Fll  read  no 
more  ! — Will  !  Go  to  the  post-office  and  see  if  there 
be  more  letters  for  me  !  What,  will  this  packet  on* 
ly  serve  to  tease  me  ?"  I  can  tell  you,  you'll  have 
none  from  Lady  Orkney  by  the  post,  whatever  you 
may  by  any  other  carriage,  f  I  have  strictly  ob- 
served your  commands  as  to  reading  and  walking* 
Mr  Ford  can  witness  the  latter,  for  he  has  paddled 
with  us  several  nights.  (I  have  a  vast  deal  to  tell 
you  about  him  when  I  see  you.)  Mr  Lewis  has 
given  me  "  Len  Dialogues  des  Morts^^  and  I  am  so 
charmed  with  them,  that  I  am  resolved  to  quit  my 
[ftorfy,]  let  the  consequence  be  what  it  will,  except 
you  will  talk  to  me,  for  I  find  no  conversation  on 
earth  comparable  but  yours ;  so,  if  you  care  I 
should  stay,  do  but  talk,  and  you  will  keep  me  with 
pleasure. 


*  The  question  of  extending  the  malt-tax  to  Scotland,  which 
excited  yiolent  opposition.  Ministers  gained  the  question  by  a  very 
small  majority. 

f  Lady  Orkney  was  an  old  courtier,  and  probably  did  not 
care  to  commit  herself  by  letters  sent  through  the  General  Post« 
Office^  which  was  then  a  suspicious  channel  of  communication. 
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FROM  DR  SWIFT  TO  MISS  VANHOM- 
RIGH.  ♦ 

Laracor,  July  8,  171S. 

I  STAYED  but  a  fortnight  in  Dublin,  very  sick, 
and  returned  not  one  visit  of  a  hundred  that  were 
made  me ;  but  all  to  the  Dean  and  none  to  the  Doc- 
tor. I  am  riding  here  for  life,  and  think  I  am 
something  better,  and  hate  the  thoughts  of  Dub- 
lin, and  prefer  a  field-bed  and  an  earthen  floor 
before  the  great  house  there  which  they  say  is 
mine.  I  had  your  last  splenetic  letter.  I  told  you 
when  I  left  England,  I  would  endeavour  to  forget 
everything  there,  and  would  write  as  seldom  as  I 
could.  I  did,  indeed,  design  one  general  round  of 
letters  to  my  friends,  but  my  health  has  not  yet  suf- 
fered me.  I  design  to  pass  the  greatest  part  of  the 
time  I  stay  in  Ireland  here  in  the  cabin  where  I  am 
now  writing ;  neither  will  I  leave  the  kingdom  till 
I  am  sent  for ;  and  if  they  have  no  further  service 
for  me,  I  will  never  see  England  again.  At  my 
first  coming  I  thought  I  should  have  died  with  dis- 
content, and  was  horribly  melancholy  while  they 
were  installing  me ;  but  it  begins  to  wear  off,  and 
change  to  dulness.      My  river  walk  is  extremely 


*  This  important  letter  has  been  already  published  in  its  most 
naterial  part,  and  was  printed.  Vol;  XVI.  p.  73.  before  the  edi- 
tor was  honoured  with  Mr  Berwick's  communication.  But  as 
the  reader  ought  to  see  the  singular  correspondence  of  Swift  and 
Vanessa  in  an  uniform  and  correct  state^  it  was  thought  advisable 
to  reprint  this  and  one  or  two  other  letters,  which  had  been  al- 
ready partiaUy  inserted  in  the  general  correspondence. 
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pretty,  and  my  canal  in  great  beauty,  and  I  set 
trout  playing  in  it.  I  know  not  any  thing  in  Dub^ 
lin,  but  Mr  Ford  is  .yery  kind,  and  writes  to  me 
constantly  what  passes  among  you.  I  find  you  are 
likewise  a  good  politician,  and  I  will  say  so  much 
to  you  that  I  verily  think,  if  the  thing  you  know  of* 
had  been  published  just  upon  the  peace,  *  the  mi- 
nistry might  have  avoided  what  hath  since  happen- 
ed. But  I  am  now,  fitter  to  look  after  willows,  and 
to  cut  hedges,  than  to  meddle  with  affairs  of  btate. 
I  must  order  one  of  the  workmen  to  drive  those 
cows  out  of  my  island,  and  make  up  the  ditch  again; 
a  work  much  more  proper  for  a  country  vicar,  than 
driving  out  factions,  and  fencing  against  them.  And 
I  must  go  and  take  my  bitter  draught  to  cure  my 
head,  which  is  spoilt  by  the  bitter  draughts  the  pub- 
lic hath  given  me.  f  [How  does  Davila  go  on  ? 
Johnny  Clark  is  chosen  portrieve  of  our  town  of 
Trim,  and  we  shall  have  the  assizes  there  next 
week,  and  fine  doings  ;  and  I  must  go  and  borrow 
a  horse  to  meet  the  judges;  and  Joe  Beaumont,  and 
all  the  boys  that  can  get  horses  will  go  too.  Mr 
Warburton  has  but  a  thin  school.  Mr  Percival  has 
built  up  the  other  side  of  his  house,  but  people 
whisper  that  it  is  but  scurvily  built.  Mr  Steers  is 
<jome  to  live  in  MrMelthorp's  house,  and  'tis  thought 
the  widow  Melthorp  will  remove  to  Dublin.  Nay, 
if  you  don't  like  this  sort  of  news,  I  have  no  better,] 
so  go  to  your  Dukes  and  Duchesses,  and  leave  me 
to  Goodman  Bumford,  and  Patrick  Dollan  of  Glan- 
duggan. — ^Adieu. 


I  *  The  History  of  the  Peace  of  Utrecht.  | 

|i.  i  The  passage  within  crotchets  is  restored  from  Mr  Berwick^t 

fiopy,  and  has  neTcr  been  before  printed. 
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FROM  THE  SAME.  * 

[To  Mrs  Esther  Van-Homrigh,  at  her  lodgings,  over  against  thr 
Surgeons  in  Great  Rider  Street,  near  St  James's  Street] 

Upper  Letcomb,  near  Wantage,  in  Berkshire, 
June  8th,  1714* 

You  see  I  am  better  than  my  word,  and  write  to 
you  before  I  have  been  a  week  settled  in  the  house 
where  I  am.  I  have  not  much  news  to  tell  you 
from  hence,  nor  have  I  had  one  line  from  any  body 
since  I  left  London,  of  which  I  am  very  glad.  But, 
to  say  the  truth,  I  believe  I  shall  not  stay  here  so 
long  as  I  intended.  I  am  at  a  clergyman's  house, 
an  old  friend  and  an  acquaintance,  whom  I  love 
very  well ;  but  he  is  such  a  melancholy  thoughtful 
man,  partly  from  nature,  and  partly  by  a  solitary 
life,  that  I  shall  soon  catch  the  spleen  ftx>m  him. 
Out  of  ease  and  complaisance,  I  desire  him  not  to 
alter  any  of  his  methods  for  me  j  so  we  dine  exact- 
ly between  twelve  and  one ;  at  eight  we  have  some 
bread  and  butter,  and  a  glass  of  ale,  and  at  ten  he 
goes  to  bed.  Wine  is  a  stranger,  except  a  little  I 
sent  him,  of  which,  one  evening  in  two,  we  have  a 
pint  between  us.  His  wife  has  been  this  month 
twenty  miles  off,  at  her  father*s,  and  will  not  return 
these  ten  days.     I  never  saw  her,  and  perhaps  the 


♦  This  letter  was  written  during  Swift's  secession  to  the 
country,  upon  the  breach  between  Oxford  and  Bolingbroke  be- 
coming oi)en  and  irreconcilable.  It  has  been  printed  from 
former  editions  of  Swift,  Vol.  XVI.  p.  141.  but  it  is  for  the  rea- 
sons expressed  in  the  last  note  here  reprinted  entire  from  Mr 
Berwick's  manuscript. 
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use  will  be  worse  when  she  comes.  I  read  all 
y,  or  walk,  and  do  not  speak  as  many  words  as 
have  now  wril,  in  three  days ;  so  that,  in  short, 
^ave  a  mind  to  steal  to  Ireland,  unless  I  feel  my- 
f  take  more  to  this  way  of  living,  so  different,  in 
ery  circumstance,  from  what  I  left.  This  is  the 
5t  syllable  I  have  writ  to  any  body  since  you  saw 
?.  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  you,  not  as  you 
3  a  Londoner,  but  a  friend ;  for  1  care  not  three- 
nce  for  news,  nor  have  heard  one  syllable  since  I 
me  here.  The  Pretender,  or  Duke  of  Cambridge, 
ly  both  be  landed,  and  I  never  the  wiser.  But  if 
s  place  were  ten  times  worse,  nothing  shall  make 
i  return  to  town  while  things  are  in  the  situation 
eft  them.  I  give  a  guinea  a- week  for  my  board, 
d  can  eat  any  thing.  I  hope  you  are  in  good 
alth  and  humour.  My  service  to  Moll.  My 
Id  is  quite  gone. 

A  vous,  &c. 


FROM  THE  SAME. 

July  8,  1714. 

[  FIND  you  take  heavily  that  touch  upon  your 
>ulder.  *     I  would  not  have  writ  to  you  so  soon. 


^  Mrs  Vanhomrigh  was  now  dead,  and  her  daughters  were 
in  embarrassment,  if  not  in  poverty,  and  eyen  exposed  to  ar. 
;,  as  appears  from  the  hint  in  the  text,  and  the  lordly  pleasan. 
of  Orrery,  who  assures  us,  ^^  that  the  two  daughters  hasten- 
n  all  secrecy  back  to  Ir<'land,  beginning  their  journey  on  a 
idaj,^  to  avoid  the  interruption  and  importunities  of  a  certaia 
ze  kind  of  animals  called  Bailitfs,  who  are  not  only  sworn 
I  to  wit  and  gaiety,  but  whose  tyranny,  although  it  could  not 
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if  it  were  not  to  tell  you,  that,  if  you  want  to  boi'- 
row  any  money,  I  would  have  you  to  send  to  Mr 
Barber,  or  Ben  Tooke,  which  you  please,  and  let 
them  know  it,  and  the  su^,  and  that  I  will  stand 
bound  for  it,  and  send  them  my  bond.  -  I  did  not 
know  our  posts  went  on  Tuesday,  else  I-  would 
have  writ  two  days  ago  to  tell  you  this.  I  do  not 
see  how  you  can  be  uneasy  when  the  year  is  out, 
for  you  can  pay  only  what  you  receive  ; — ^you  are 
answerable  for  no  more,  and  I  suppose  you  have 
not  given  bonds  to  pay  your  mother*s  debts.  As 
for  your  L.2,  5s.  that  you  gave  your  note  for,  if 
that  be  all,  it  is  a  trifle,  and  your  owning  it  with  so 
much  apology  looks  affected.  If  you  have  no  more 
secret  debts  than  that,  I  shall  be  glad.  But  still,  I 
cannot  understand  how  any  of  those  creditors  of 
your  mother  can  give  you  any  trouble,  unless  there 
be  some  circumstances  that  I  do  not  know  the  bot- 
tom of.  I  believe  I  sliall  not  stay  here  much  long- 
er, and,  therefore,  if  you  want  to  borrow  money,  I 
would  have  you  do  it  soon,  and  of  the  two,  rather  of 
Ben  Tooke;  because  I  have  just  drawn  a  note  up- 
on Barber  for  thirty  guineas  for  my  own  expences, 
I  believe  a  bond  h£i.d  better  be  sent  to  me  down  to 
sign,  and  I  will  send  it  back  to  you,  and  you  may 
give  it  Ben.  You  may  speak  freely  to  Ben  of  this, 
and  if  he  has  no  money  by  hiril,  v!re  must  apply  to 
Barber.  1  am  forced  to  conclude  in  haste,  because 
the  post-house  is  two  miles  off,  and  it  will  be  late  if 
I  stay  longer.  Adieu. 
My  service  to  Molkin. 


hare  reached  the  deified  Vanessa,  might  hare  been  rery  fatal  to 
Esther  Vanhorarigh."  Orrery's  Remarks  on  the  Life  and  Writ- 
ings of  Swift,  p.  68. 
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FROM  THE  SAME. 

Aug.  I,  1714. 
HAVE  had  now  two  letters  of  yours  to  answer. 
1  pleased  to  see  jlou  piqued  about  my  dearness 
Jen  and  John.*  They  are  worthy  subjects; 
e  are  some  words  I  never  use  to  some  people, 
hat  satisfy.  How  many  gentlemen,  says  you, 
fine  young  gentlemen  truly,  would  be  proud  to 
5  you  desire  so  much  of  them,  f  Who  told  you 
IS  going  to  Bath  ?  No  such  thing.  I  had  fixed 
Bt  out  to-morrow  for  Ireland ;  but  poor  Lord 
3rd  desires  I  will  go  with  him  to  Herefordshire; 
I  only  expect  his  answer,  whether  I  shall  go 
3  before,  or  meet  him  hereabouts,  or  go  to 
iple,  (his  son's  house,)  and  to  go  with  him 
fi ;  and  I  expect  to  leave  this  in  two  or  three 
,  one  way  or  other.  I  will  stay  with  him  till 
Parliament  meets  agan,  if  he  desires  it.  I  am 
)f  your  opinion  about  Lord  Bolingbroke  ;  per- 
he  may  get  the  staff,  but  I  cannot  rely  on  his 
to  me.  He  knew  I  had  a  mind  to  be  historio- 
her,  though  I  valued  it  not  but  for  the  public 
ce,  yet  it  is  gone  to  a  worthless  rogue  that  no- 
'  knows.  I  am  writ  to  earnestly  by  somebody 
►me  to  town,  and  join  with  these  people  now 


t  would  seem  that  the  Dean,  in  addressing  his  printer  and 

eller,  had  stiled  them  Dear  Ben  and  Dear  John.     Vanessa 

rs  to  haye  been  jealous  of  a  distinction  never  paid  to  her 

!  course  of  their  correspondence,  and  the  Dean  gaily  justi* 

mself. 

Vn  imperfect  extract  from  this  letter,  commencing  at  these 

,  is  already  printed,  Vol.  XVL  p.  202.^ 
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FROM  THE  SAME.* 

Aug.  1»,  1714. 
I  HAD  your  letter  last  post;  and  before  yo\ 
can  send  me  another  I  shall  set  out  for  Ireland, 
must  go  and  take  the  oaths,  and  the  sooner  the  bet 
ter.  [I  think,  since  I  have  known  you,  I  have 
drawn  an  old  house  upon  my  heiad.  You  should 
not  have  come  by  Wantage  t  for  a  thousand  pounds. 
You  used  to  brag  you  were  very  discreet :  where  is 
it  gone  ?  It  is  probable  I  may  not  stay  in  Ireland 
long,  but  be  back  by  th.e  beginning  of  winter* 
When  I  am  there,  I  will  write  to  you  as  soon  as  I 
can  conveniently,  but  it  shall  always  be  utader  a  co* 
ver ;  and  if  you  write  to  me,  let  some  other  direct 
it ;  and  I  beg  you  willt  write  nothing  that  is  parti* 
cular,  but  what  may  be  seen ;  for  I  apprehend  let- 
ters may  be  opened,  and  inconveniences  will  hap- 
pen.] If  you  are  in  Ireland  while  I  am  there,  I 
shall  see  you  very  seldom.  It  is  not  a  place  for 
any  freedom,  but  where  every  thing  is  known  in  a 
week,  and  magnified  a  hundred  degrees.  These 
are  rigorous  laws  that  must  be  passed  through  ;  but 
it  is  probable  we  may  meet  in  London  in  winter, 
or,  if  not,  leave  all  to  fate,  that  seldom  cares  to  hu- 
mour our  inclinations.  I  say  all  this  out  of  the  per- 
fect esteem  and  friendship  I  have  for  you.  These 
public  misfortunes  have  altered  all  my  measures^ 


♦  An  eitrttct  from  this  letter  occurs,  Vol.  XVI.  p.  244.  The 
parts  withiQ  crotchets  hare  neter  before  appeared. 

f  In  a  subsequent  letteir  he  inentioiis  the  Berkshire  surpHse, 
which  was  probably  an  unexpected  Tisit  of  Vanessa  to  Wantage. 

VOL.  XIX.  D  d 
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and  broke  my  spirits.     I  shall,  I  hope,  be  on  hors6«. 
back  in  a  day  after  this  comes  to  your  hand.     I 
would  not  answer  your  questions  for  a  million,  nor 
can  I  think  of  them  with  any  ease  of  mind.* 
Adieu,  t 


FROM  THE  SAME.  % 

Philips-towD,  Not.  5, 1714/ 
I  MET  your  servant  when  I  was  a  mile  from 
Trim,  and  could  send  him  no  other  answer  than 
I  did,  for  I  was  gcAng  abroad  by  appointment; 
besides,  I  would  not  have  gone  to  Kildrohod  §  tb 
see  you  for  all  the  world.  I  ever  told  you  you 
w.anted  discretion.  I  am  going  to  a  friend  upon 
a  promise,  and  shall  stay  ^\xh  him  about  a  fort- 
night, and  then  come  to  town,  and  I  will  call  on 
you  as  soon  as  I  can,  supposing  you  lodge  in  Tum^ 
stile  Alley,  as  your  servant  told  me,  and  that  your 
neighbours  can  tell  me  whereabouts.     Your  ser^ 


*  The  referenda  to  these  questions  is  a  sort  of  cant  ezpressioii'^ 
-which  repeatedly  occurs  afterwards.  It  would  seem,  Vanessa 
subjected  her  admirer  to  a  sort  of  regular  catechism,  (it  may  be 
supposed  to  respect  the  state  of  his  affections^)  which  must  some- 
times have  su  fficietitly  eihb^rrassed  hitn. 

+  Swift  leffLecombe,  August  16, 171^,  in  order  to'  go*  io  Ire- 
land. 

j;  The  first  and  last  sentence  of  this  letter^  which,  taken  apart 
from  the  rest,  have  almost  an  air  of  brutality,  have  found  their 
iniy  to  the  public*  When  the  context  is  restored,  it  is  merely 
an  example  of  the  Dean's  playful  rudeuess* 

§  Kildrohod,  the  Irish  name  of  Celbridge,  where  Vanessa  had 
her  country  residence* 
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said  you  would  be  in  town  on  Monday;  so 
I  suppose  this  will  be  ready  to  welcome  you 
.  I  fear  you  had  a  journey  full  of  fatigues 
take  care  of  your  health  in  this  Irish  air,  to 
li  you  are  a  stranger.  Does  not  Dublin  look 
dirty  to  you^  and  the  country  very  miserable  ? 
Idrohod  as  beautiful  as  Windsor^  and  as  agree- 
to  you  as  the  Prebend's  lodgings  *  there  ?  Is 
any  walk  about  you  as  pleasant  as  the  ave- 
and  the  Marlborough  Lodge  ?  I  have  rode  a 
IS  journey  to*day,  and  can  say  no  more.  Nor 
you  know  where  I  am  till  I  come*  and  then  I 
ee  you.  A  fig  for  your  letters  and  messages. 
I. 

directed  :-^To  Mrs  Vanhomrigb,  at  her  lodgings  in  Tafl^ 
Alley^  near  College  Green,  Dublin.] 


FROM  MISS  VANHOMRIGH. 

Dnblin,  1714. 
r  cannot  but  be  sensible  (at  least  in  some  de- 
of  the  many  uneasinesses  I  am  slave  to :  a 
I  of  a  brother,  cunning  executors,  and  impor- 
creditors  of  my  mother's,  things  I  can  no  way 
being  subject  to  at  present,  and  weighty 
1  to  sink  greater  spirits  than  mine  without 
upport.    Once  I  had  a  friend  that  would  see 


ere  Swift  lodged  when  at  Windsor.  "  My  lodgings,'^ 
3  to  Stella,  7th  Augast  1712,  ^<  look  npon  Eton  and 
lies*  I  wish  I  was  owner  of  them:  they  belong  to  a 
•    Vol.  IIL  p.  100. 
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me  sometimes,  and  either  commend  what  I  did,  or 
advise  me  what  to  do,  which  banished  all  my  unea^ 
siness.  But  now  when  my  misfortunes  are  increas- 
ed by  being  in  a  disagreeable  place,  among  strange 
prying  deceitful  people,  whose  company  is  so  far 
from  an  amusement,  that  it  is  a  very  great  punish- 
ment, you  fly  me,  and  give  me  no  reason,  biit  that 
we  are  amongst  fools,  and  must  submit  I  am  very 
well  satisfied  we  are  amongst  such,  but  know  no  rea- 
son for  having  my  happiness  sacrificed  to  their  ca- 
price.* [You  once  had  a  maxim  (which  was,  to  act 
what  was  rights  and  not  mind  what  the  world  said), 
I  wish  you  would  keep  to  it  now.  Pray  what  can  be 
wrong  in  seeing  and  advising  an  unhappy  young 
woman  ?  I  can't  imagine.  You  can't  but  know  that 
your  frowns  make  my  life  unsupportable.  You  have 
taught  me  to  distinguish,  and  then  you  leave  me 
miserable.  Now  all  I  beg  is,  that  you  will  for  once 
counterfeit  (since  yon  can't  otherwise)  that  indul- 
gent friend  you  once  were,  till  I  get  the  better  of 
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FROM  THE  SAME. 

•  Dublin,  1714. 
Wbll  !  now  I  plainly  see  how  great  a  regard  you 
liave  for  me.*  [You  bid  me  be  easy,  and  youM  see 
me  as  often  as  you  could  :  you  had  better  hare  said 
as  pften  as  you  could  get  the  better  of  your  inclinai- 
tions.so.much  ;  or  as  often  as  you  remembered tb^re 
yi9s  such  a  person  in  the  world.  If  you  continue  to 
treat  m^  as  you  do>  you  will  not  be  miade  uneasy  by 
vw  long.  'Tis  indpossible  to  describe  what  I  hav^ 
suffered  since  I  saw  you  last;  I  am  sure  I  could 
bava  born  the  rack  much  better  than  those  killing, 
killing  words  of  yours.  Sometimes  I  have  resolved 
to  die  without  seeing  you  more,  but  those  resolves, 
to  your  misfortune,  did  not  last  long  :  for  there  is 
something  in  humsmi  nature  that  prompts  one  so  to 
find  relief  in  this  world,  I  must  give  way  to  it,  and 
beg  youM  see  me,  and  speak  kindly  to  me,  for  I  am 
sure  you  would  not  condemn  any  one  to  suffer  what 
I  have  done,  could  you  but  know  it.  The  reason  I 
write  16  you  is,  because  I  cannot  tell  it  you,  should 
I  see  you ;  for  when  I  begin  to  complain,  then  you 
are  angry,  and  tliere  is  something  in  your  look  so 
awful,  that  it  strikes  me  dumb.  Oh  !  that  you  may 
but  have  so  much  regard  for  me  left,  that  this  com- 
plaint may  touch  your  soul  with  pity.  I  say  as  lit- 
tle as  ever  1  can.  Did  you  but  know  what  I  thought, 
I  am  sure  it  would  move  you.  Forgive  me,  and  be- 
lieve I  cannot  help  telling  you  this,  and  live. 


•  This  letter  has  been  published  in  forttier  editions^  excepting 
•nly  the  first  sentence. 
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TO  MISS  VANHOMRIGH. 

Monday  morning, 
I  WILL  see  you  in  a  day  or  two,  and  believe  me  it 
goes  to  my  soul  not  to  see  you  oftener.  I  will  give 
you  the  best  advice,  countenance,  and  assistance  I 
can.  1  would  have  been  with  you  sooner  if  a  thou- 
sand impediments  had  not  prevented  me.  I  did  not 
imagine  you  had  been  under  difficulties.  I  am  sBre 
my  whole  fortune  should  go  to  remove  them.  I  can- 
not see  you,  I  fear,  to-day,  having  affairs  of  my 
place  to  do :  but  pray  think  it  not  want  of  friend- 
ship or  tenderness^  which  I  will  always  continue  to 
the  utmost. 


FROM  MISS  VANHOMRIGH  * 

No  date. 
Is  it  possible  that  again  you  will  do  the  very 
same  thing  I  warned  you  of  so  lately  ?  I  believe  you 
thought  I  only  rallied  when  I  told  you  the  other 
night  that  I  would  pester  you  with  letters.  [Did 
not  I  know  you  very  well,  I  should  think  you  knew 
but  little  of  the  world,  to  imagine  that  a  woman 
would  not  keep  her  word  whenever  she  promised 


*  An  extract  from  this  letter  has  been  printed  in  former  edi- 
tions, with  the  date  of  the  year  17^0.  I'he  passages  restored  from 
Mr  Berwick's  manuscript^  are  inclosed  in  crotchets. 
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Any  thing  that  was  malicious.  Had  not  you  better 
ja  thousand  times  throw  away  one  hour  at  some  time 
or  other  of  the  day,  than  to  be  interrupted  in  your 
*  business  at  this  rate  :  (for  1  know  'tis  as  impossible 
for  you  to  burn  ,my  lejtters  without  reading  them,  as 
*itis  for  me  to  avoid  reproving  you,  when  you  be?- 
have  yourself  wrong.)  Once  more  I  advise  you,  if 
you  have  any  regard  for  your  own  quiet,  to  alter; 
your  biehaviour  quickly,  for  I  do  ass%ire  you,  I  have^ 
too  much  spirit  to  sit  down  contented  with  this  treat- 
9ient.  Because  I  love  darkness  extremely,  I  here 
t^ell  you  now,  that  I  have  determined  to  try  all  mao^ 
ner  of  human  arts  to  reclaim  you  ;  and  if  all  these 
fail,  1  am  resolved  to  have  recourse  to  the  black; 
one,  which  [it]  is  said  n^ver  does.  Now  see  what- 
inconveniencies  you  will  bring  both  me  and  youp* 
self  into.  Pray  think  calmly  of  it !  Is  it  not  better 
to  come  of  yourself,  than  to  be  brought  by  force, 
and  that  perhaps  at  a  time  when  you  have  the  most 
agreeable  engs^gen^ent  in  the  world ;  for  when  I  ua-- 
dertake  any  thing,  I  don't  love  to  do  it  by  halves.- 
[But  there  is  one  thing  falls  out  very  luckily  for  you, 
which  is,  that  of  all  the  passions,  revenge  hurries 
me  least,  so  that  you  have  it  yet  in  your  power  to 
turn  all  this  fury  into  good  humour,  and  depend  up- 
pn  it,  and  more,  I  assure  you.  Come  at  what  time 
you  please,  you  can  never  fail  of  being  very  wel| 
^received.] 
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TO  MISS  VANHOMRIGH  * 

Ir  yon  write  ds  yon  do,  I  shall  come  the  seldom- 
er,  on  purpose  to  be  pleased  with  your  letters,  V^hich 
1  never  look  into  without  wondering  how  a  brat  who 
cannot  reai  ^n  possibly  Write  so  well.  Yon  are 
miirtaken.  Send  me  a  letter  without  your  hand  on 
the  inHnde^  and  I  boM  you  a  crown  I  shall  not 
rtad  it.  Bm  Tslillery  apart ;  I  tliink  it  inconvenient 
fev  a  hundred  reasons,  that  1  should  make  yonr 
bouse  a  sort  of  Constant  dwi^lli^g^place.  I  will  cer- 
tainly come  as  often  as  1  convenient^  can;  but  my 
health,  and  the  perpetual  ron  of  ill-weather  hinders 
me  from  going  out  in  the  morning  ;  and  my  after- 
nocms  are  taken  up,  I  know  not  how,  that  1  am  in 
r^yellioti  with  a  dozen  people,  beside  yourself,  for 
net  seeing:  thefia:  Fbr  the  rest,  you  need  make  use 
o#iK)  other  black  art  besides  your  ink.  *Tis  a  pity 
your  eyes  are  not  black,  or  I  would  have  said  the 
siune  of  them  i  but  you  are  a  white  witch,  and  can 
do  no  mischief.  If  you  have  employed  any  of  your 
art  on  the  black  scarf,  I  defy  it  for  one  reason: 
GkiesSi     Adi€U,-^for  Dr  P.  is  come  in  to  see  me. 

!.  Birect«d to  ItfisiHesfj  Vanhoia. 


*  This  has  been  printed  in  former  editions. 


SnflTOLARY  CORBiaPONDBMCE*  4U 


TO  MISS  VANHOMRIGH* 

.1 

Monday  moniing,  10  o'clock. 

I  HEOBivBD  your  letter  when  some  company  wa 
with  me  On  Saturday  night ;  and  it  put  me  in  sucl 
confusion  that  I  could  not  tell  what  to  do.  I  heri 
send  the  paper  you  left  me.  This  morning  a  w0 
man  who  does  business  for  me^  told  me  she  hearij 

was  in 1  ^^^^^  ^^^ naming  you,  and  twen^ 

ty  particulars,  that  littlet^^master  and  I  risited  you, 
and  that  the  A.  B. ;];  did  sei,  and  that  you  had  abun^ 
dance  of  wit,  &cl— I  ever  feared  the  tattle  of  thia 
nasty  town,  and  told  you  so,  and  that  was  the  rea- 
son why  I  said  to  you  long  ago,  that  I  would  see 
you  seldom  when  yoo  were  in  Irelafnd,  and  I  must 
beg  you  to  be  easy,  if  for  some  time  I  visit  you 
seldomer,  and  not  in  so  particular  a  manner.  I  will 
see  you  at  the  latter  end  of  the  week  if  possible. 

These  are  accidents  in  life  that  are  necessary,  and 
must  be  submitted  to,  and  tattle,  by  the  help  of  dis- 
cretion, will  wear  off. 


TO  THE  SAME. 


I  AM  now  writing  on  Wednesday  night,  when  you 
are  hardly  settled  at  home,  and  it  is  the  first  hour  oi 


*This  letter  has  been  priated. 
f  Supply  Love^ 
I  Archbishop. 
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leisure  I  have  had,  and  it  may  be  Saturday  before 
you  have  it,  and  then  there  will  be  Governor  Huff,* 
and  to  make  you  more  so,  I  here  enclose  a  letter  to 
poor  Molkin,  which  I  will  command  her  not  tq 
show  you,  because  it  is  a  love-letter.  I  reckon  by  this 
time,  the  groves  land  fields  and  purling  streams  have 
made  Vapessa  romantic,  provide  poor  Molkin  be 
well.  Your  friend  f  sent  me  the  verses  he  promis? 
ed,  whi^h  I  b^re  transcribe. 

Nymph,  vould  you  learn  the  onTyart^ 
To  keep  a  worthy  lorer's  heart ; 
First,  to  adorn  your  pferson  well. 
In  utmost  cleanliness  excel : 
And  though  ypu  must  the  fashions  take. 
Observe  them,  but  for  fashion's  sake : 
The  stron^t  reason  will  submit 
To  Tirtne,  hononr,  sense,  and  wit : 
To  such  a  nymph,  the  wise  and  good, 
Cannot  ]i»e  fajthless,  if  they  would^ 
For  vices  all  have  different  ends, 
But  virtue  still  to  virtue  tends  ; 
And  when  your  lover  is  not  true, 
'Tis  virtue  fails  in  him,  or  you : 
Ai^d  either  ho  deserves  disdain, 
Or  you  without  a  cause  complain  ^ 
But  here  Vanessa  cannot  err, 
Nor  are  those  rules  applied  to  her : 
j^or  who  could  such  a  nymph  forsake, 
Except  a  blockhead,  or  a  rake ; 
Or  how  could  she  her  heart  bestow, 
Except  where  wit  and  virtue  grow. 

In  my  opinion,  these  lines  are  too  grave,  and 


^  This  cant  expression,  which  often  occurs,  and  sometimes  in 
very  puuling  passages,  refers  to  Vanessa's  desire  of  having 
things  her  own  way,  in  which  she  vras  but  seldom  indulged. 

f  That  is  Swift  himself,  under  the  character  of  Cadenus.  He  of- 
ten speaks  in  his  mysterious  manner  of  Cadenus  asadiflferent  per- 
«on  from  himself. 
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herefore,  may  fit  you,  who,  I  fear,  are  in  the  splei 
but  that  is  not  fit  either  for  yourself,  or  the  pen 
you  tend,  *  to  whom  vou  ought  to  read  divertj 
things.    Here  is  an  epigram  that  concerns  you  Qt 

Dorinda  dreams  of  dress  a-bed, 

TIs  all  her  thought  and  art ; 
Her  laoe  hath  got  within  her  head, 

Her  stays  stick  to  her  heart* 

If  you  do  not  like  these  things,  what  must  1  sa 
This  town  yields  no  better.    The  questions  whi 
you  were  used  to  ask  me,  you  may  suppose  to  , 
all  answf^red,  just  as  they  used  to  be  ai'ter  half 
hour*s  debatef ;  "  Entendez  vous  cela  ?"  You  are 
have  a  number  of  parsons  in  your  neighbourhoc 
but  not  one  that  you  love,  for  your  age  of  lovii 
parsons  is  not  yet  arrived.  What  this  letter  wants 
length,  it  will  have  in  difficulty,  for  I  believe  y4 
cannot  read  it.     I  will  write  plainer  to  Molkin,  b 
pause  she  is  not  much  used  to  my  hsmd.     I  hold 
wager,  there  are  sopie  lines  in  this  letter  you  w 
not  understand,  though  you  can  read  them  5  sq  drir 
your  coffee,  and  remember  you  are  a  despers^te  chi 
and  th^t  the  lady  who  calls  you  bastard,  will  I 
ready  to  answer  all  your  questions.     It  is  now  Sui 
day  night  before  I  could  finish  this. 


*  Her  sister. 

t  See  p.  4i8,  Note. 
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TO  THE  SAME.* 

If  you  knew  how  many  little  difficulties  there 
are  in  sending  letters  to  you,  it  would  remove  five 
parts  in  six  of  your  quarrel ;  but  since  you  lay  hold 
of  my  promises,  and  are  so  exact  to  the  day,  I  shall 
promise  you  no  more,  and  rather  choose  to  be  bet- 
ter than  iny  word  than  worse.  I  am  confident  you 
^ame  chiding  into  the  world,  and  will  continue  so 
trhile  you  are  in  it.  I  was  in  great  apprehension 
that  pooi^  Molkin  was  worse,  and  till  I  could  be  sa- 
tisfied in  that  particular,  I  would  not  write  again  : 
but  I  little  rexpectedtcf  have  heard  of  your  own  ill 
health,  and  those  who  saw  you  since  rtiade  no  men- 
tion to  me  of  it.  I  wonder  what  Molkin  meant  by 
Shfewinig  you  my  letter;  I  will  write  to  her  no  more, 
since  she  can  keep  secrets  no  better. 

It  wa^  the  first  love-letter  I  have  writ  these  dozen 
years,  and  since  I  have  such  ill  ^udcess,  I  will 
write  no  more.  Never  was  a  belle  passion  so  defeat- 
ed, but  the  Governor  f  I  hear  is  jealous,  and  upon 
your  word  you  have  a  vast  deal  to  say  to  me  about 
h.  Mind  your  nurse-keepings  do  your  duty,  and 
leave  ofFyour  huffing.  One  would  imagine  you  were 
in  love,  by  dating  your  letter  August  29th,  by  which 
means  I  received  it  just  a  month  before  it  was  writ- 
ten-     Vnii  rln  nnt  {\nf\    J    answpr    vniir   niiPfitinnQ  ick 
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glad  my  writing  puzsles  you,  for  then  yotir  time 
will  be  employed  in  finding  it  out ;  and  I  am  sure 
it  cost  me  a  great  many  thoughts  to  make  my  letter 
difficult.  Sure  Glassheel  *  is  come  over,  and  gave 
me  a  message  from  J.  B.  f  about  the  money  on  the 
jewels,  which  I  will  answer.  Molkin  will  be  so 
glad  to  see  Glassheel ;  ay  Molkin  !  Yesterday  I 
was  half  way  towards  you,  where  I  dined,  and  re^* 
turned  weary  enough.  I  asked  where  that  road  to 
the  left  led?  and  they  named  the  place.  I  wish 
your  letters  were  as  difficult  as  mine,  for  then  they 
would  be  of  no  consequence  if  they  were  dropt  by 
careless  messengers.  A  stroke  thus  .  .  •  .  sig* 
nifies  everything  that  may  be  said  to  Cad,  at  the 
beginning  or  conclusion.  It  is  1  who  ought  to  be 
in  a  huff,  that  any  thing  written  by  Cad  should  foe 
difficult  to  Skinage.  I  must  now  leave  off  abruptly ^^ 
£or  I  intend  to  send  this  letter  to-day^  August  4« 

To  Miss  E8»7. 


FROM  MISS  VANHOMRlGH. 

Ceil  Bridge,  1790. 
....  Cad —  you  are  good  beyond  expression, 
ind  I  will  never  quarrel  again  if  1  can  help  it ;  but^ 


*  This  stems  a  cant  name ;  and  there  b  no  indication  of  t1)6 
individnal  whom  it  designates ;  an  Irish  gentleman,  of  coorsey  foi^ 
his  country-house  is  afterwards  mentioned. 

f  John  Barber,  as  afterwards  appears.  He  had,  at  Swift'$ 
instance,  assisted  Miss  Vanhomrigh  in  some  pecnniarj  matters^ 
and  was  now  desirous  of  being  repaid. 
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FROM  MISS  VANHOMRIGH. 

....  Cad,  I  am,  and  cannot  avoid  being  in  the 
spleen  to  the  last  degree.  Every  thing  combines  to 
make  me  so.  Is  it  not  very  hard  to  have  so  good  a 
fortune  as  I  have?  and  yet  no  more  command  of  that 
fortune,  than  if  I  had  no  title  to  it.  One  of  the 
D~rs*  is  .  .  .1  don't  know  what  to  call  him.  He 
behaved  himself  so  abominably  to  me  the  other  day, 
that  had  I  been  a  man  he  should  have  heard  more 
of  it.  In  short  he  does  nothing  but  trifle  and  make 
excuses.  I  really  believe  he  heartily  repents  that 
ever  he  undertook  it,  since  he  heard  the  counsel 
fiht  plead,  finding  his  friend  more  in  the  wrong  thsin 
he  imagined. — Here  am  I  obliged  to  stay  in  this 
odious  tcfwn,  attending  and  losing  my  health  and 
humour.  Yet  this  and  all  other  disappointments  in 
life  I  can  bear  with  ease^  but  that  of  being  neglected 
by  ...  .  Cadi  He  has  often  told  me  that  the 
best  maxim  in  life,  and  always  held  by  the  wisest 
in  all  ages,  is  to  seize  the  moments  as  they  fly,  but 
those  happy  moments  always  fly  out  of  the  reach  of 
the  unfortunate.  Pray  tell  ....  Gad,  I  dont 
remember  any  angry  passages  in  my  letter,  and  I 
am  v.erjr  sorry  if  they  appeared  so  to  him.  Spleen  I 
cannot  help,  so  you  must  excuse  it.  I  do  all  I  can 
.to  get  the  better  of  it ;  and  it  is  too  strong  for  me.  I 
have  read  more  since  I  saw  Cad,  than  I  did  in  a 
great  while  passed,  and  chose  those  books  that  re» 
quired  most  attention,  on  purpose  to  engage  my 


*  Doctors  perhaps.  Some  of  her  affairs  were  under  reference; 
and  she  was^  it  seems^  discontented  with  the  refereest 
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thoughts,  but  I  find  t 
happy  I  am. 

I  had  once  a  mind 
fear  of  making  you  ui 
could  not  keep  to  thai 
writing  to  you.  The 
membering  me,  whei 
delight  I  have  in  expi 
Cad^  makes  me  rathe 
easiness^  than  to  add 


FROMDRSWIFTT 


[On  vous  a  tromj 
parti  pour  trois  joui 
nentes  m'ont  tir^e  sit 
place  pour  aller  voir 
ment  pour  le  retabHss 

Croyez  moi,  s'il  i 
que  je  pense  tout  ce 
ttioy,  et  que  tons  vos 
commandmens  qu'il 
pretends  de  mettre  eel 
X)u  je  passeray.  J'ira 
gneur;  maisjenesca 
ni  du  pais  oil  il  de 
prendre  guarde  de  vo 


^  An  eitract  from  th< 
pTinted.    Tke  passives  nw 
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I 

passerex  quelque  part  de  cet  elk  dans  votre  maisoi 
de  campagne,  et  que  vous  promenerez  k  cheval  auJ 
tant  que  vous  pouvez.    Vous  aurez  vos  vers  k  re- 
voir  quand  j'aurai  mes  pens^  et  mon  tems  librej 
la  muse  viendra.    Faites  mes  complimens  k  la  me- 
chaate  votre  compagnone,  qui  aime  les  contes  et  le 
I^atia.     J'  espere  que  vos  affaires  de  chicane  sont  en 
un  bon  train.]    Je  vous  fais  des  complimens  sur 
votre  perfection  dans  la  langue  Fran9oise:  il  faut 
vous  connoitre  long-tems  de  connoitre  toutes  vos 
perfections;  toujours  en  vous  voyant  et  entendant, 
il  enparoissent  des  nouvelles  qui  estoient  auparavant 
cach^es.     II  est  honteux  pour  moy  de  ne  savoir  que 
le  Gascon  et  le  patois  au  prix  de  vous.     II  n'y  rien 
k  redire    dans  F  ortographie,    la  propriet^^  Tele- 
gance»  le  douceur,  et  V  esprit,  et  que  je  suis  sot,  moy 
de  vous  repondre  en  m6me  langage,  vous  qui  estes 
incapable  d*  aucune  sottise  ;  si  ce  n'  est  I'estime  qu';il 
vous  plait  d' avoir  pour  moy;  car  il  n  y  a  point  de 
merite,  ni  aucune  preuve  de  mon  bon  goiit  de  troa- 
ver  en  vous  Thonneur,  la  vertue,  le  bon  sens,  Tesprit, 
la  douceur,  V  agrement,  et  la  fermet6  d^ame,  mats  en 
vous  cachant  comme  vous  faites,  le  monde  ne  vous 
connoit  pas,  et  vous  perdez  V  eloge  des  millions  de 
gens.     Depuis  que  j'  avois  V  honneur  de  vous  con- 
noitre, j'  ay  toujours  remarqu6,  que,  ni  en  conver* 
\         sation  particuli^re  ne  generale,  aucun  mot  a  echapp6 
It,         de  votre  bouche  que  pouvoit  etre  mieux  exprim6 ; 
fi        et  je  vous  jure,  qu'en  faisant  souvent  la  plus  severe 
i>        critique,  je  ne  pouvois  jamais  trouvez  aucun  defaiit 
J        en  vos  actions,  ni  en  vos  parolles:   la  coquetrie, 
(        V  affectation,  la  pruderie,  sont  des  imperfections  que 
i\        vous  n*  avois  jamais  connu. 
I  Et  avec  tout  cela,  croyez-vous  qu'il  est  possible  de 

ne  vous  estimer  au  dessus  du  reste  du  genre  humain  ? 
Quelles  bestes  en  jiilppes  sont,  le  plus  excellentesde 
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'celles,  que  je  vols  seiti^  dans  le  monde  an  prix  de 
•Yous^  en  les  voyant,.en  les  entendant,  je  dis  cent 
foix  le  jour,— ne  parle,  ne  regarde,  ne  pense,  ne  fait 
•jien  comnae  ces  miserables.  Scmt-ce  du  mSme 
^sexe — de na^eespece  de  creatures?  duelle  cruant^ I 
de  faire  mepriser  autant  de  gens,  quiy  sans  songerde 
vous,  seroient  assez  supportables.  Mais  il  est  terns 
de  vous  delasser^  et  dire  adieu !  avec  tout  le  respecte, 
la  sincerite,  et  la  estime  de  monde,  je  suis,  et  seray 
toujours. 

Fqr  Madame  Hester  VanbaiBri. 


FROM  DR  SWIFT  TO  MISS  VANHOMRIGH. 

Aagust  1%  1720. 

I  APPREHENDED,  ou  tlif*  rclurn  of  the  porter  I  sent 
with  my  last  letter,  that  it  would  miscarry,  because 
I  saw  the  rogue  was  drunk ;  but  your's  made  me 
easy.  I  must  neither  write  to  Molkin,  nor  not 
write  to  her.  You  are  like  Lord  Pembroke,  who 
would  neither  go  nor  stay.  Glassheel  talks  of  ^o- 
ing  to  see  you,  and  taking  me  with  him,  as  he  goes 
to  his  country  house.  I  find  you  have  company 
with  you  these  two  or  three  days ;  I  hope  they  are 
diverting,  at  least  to  poor  Molkin.     Why  should 

Cad's  letters  be  difficult;  I  assure  you *s  are  not 

all. 

I  am  vexed  that  the  weather  hinders  you  from 
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jdifiihable^nurse-k^eper^  a  perfect  housewife,  and  a 
great  driniker  of  coffee. 

I  have  asked,  and  am  assured  there  is  not  one 
beech  ih  all  your  groves  to  carve  a  name  on,  ndr 
purling  stream  for  love  or  money,  except  a  great 
river  *  which  §ometiifnes  roars,  but  nfiver  murmurs, 
just  like. Goveraor  Huff. t.  We  liv«  here  in  a  very 
dull  toMjn,  every  valuable  creature  absent,  and 
.Cad.  says  he  is  weary  of  it,  and  would  rather  drink 
his  coffee  on  the  barreni&st  mountain  in  Wales,  than 
be  king  liere. 

A  fig  for  partridges  and  qaails  ;*^ 
ye  dainties,  I  know  nothing  of  ye ; 

But  on  the  highest  mount  in  Wales 
Would  choose  in  peace  to  drink  my  jCoffee. 

And  you  know  very  well  that  coffee  m2d:es  us  se». 
trere,  and  grave,  and  philosopiiical.     What  would 

you  give  to    have  the   history  of  Cad and 

.1".  M.  i.i,  exactly  written,  through  all  it« ' steps,  from 
the  beginning  to  tljis  t^aie  ?  $  X  believe  it  would  do 
well  ki  verse,  end  be  as  long  as  the^otfaelr.  I  hope 
it  will  be  done.  |t  ought' to  be  an  exact  chronicle 
of  twelve  y^ears  from  ,  tb^  ^^e  of  spih 

l^ng  of  coffee,  §  to  drinking  of  coffee ;  from  Dun- 
sta^e  to  t>uhlih,  wittTeveyy^ifiglFpSSsagg  sinceT 


♦  TheLiffey. 

f  A  name  which  he  gave  {o  Vanessa  when  $he  was  ^posed 
to  ussai^e  ^Iheritj  over  ^. 

j:  The  Dean  ne?er  completed  this  second  ptrt  of  the  poem  of 
Cadenus  ^nd  Vanessa. 

§  Sqiq(B  jest  is  alluded  to  of  Vanessa  spiUiiig  coffee  at  Dflfn* 
stable,  mentioned  in  a  letter  to  her  mother,  ^  J«ne  1713.  With 
respect  to  the  other  circumstanq^Si  they  must  be'left  dileAy  to  the 
charitable  ponstructionof  tlie  reader,  a  just  penalty  to  the  corires« 
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There  would  be  the  chapter  of  Madanote  going  to 
Kensington ;  the  chapter  of  the  blister ;  the  chapter 
of  the  colonel  going  to  France ;  the  chapter  of  the 
wedding,  with  the  adventured  of  the  lost  key;  of 
the  sham ;  of  the  joyful  return  ;  two  hundred  chap- 
ters of  madness ;  the  chapter  of  Ipng  walks ;  the 
Berkshire  surprise  ;*  fifty  chapters  of  little  times  ^ 
the  chapter  of  Ghelsey ;  the  chapter  of  swallow  and 
ciu5ter;  a  hundred  whole  books  of  myself,  &c.; 
the  chapter  of  hide  and  whisper ;  the  chapter  of  who 

made  it  so  ;  my  sister's  money.     Cad bids  me 

tell  you,  that  if  you  complain  of  difficult  writing,  he 
will  give  you  enough  of  it  See  how  much  I  have 
written  without  saying  one  word  of  Molkin ;  and 
you  will  be  whipt  before  you  will  deliver  a  message 
with  honour.  1  shall  write  to  J.  Barber  next  post, 
and  desire  him  to  be  in  no  pain  about  his  money. 
I  will  teke  not  one  word  of  notice  of  his  riches,  on 
purpose  to  vex  him.  If  heaven  .had  looked  upon 
riches  to  be  a  valuable  thing,  it  would  not  t^ave 
given  them  to  such  a  scoundrel.f  I  delivered  your 
letter,  inclosed,  to  our  friend^  who  happened  to  be 
with  me  when  I  received  it.  1  find  you  are  very 
mach  in  his  good  grace,  for  he  said  a  millimi  of  fiie 


pondeots.  who  wmp  up  an  innocent  meaning  in  innnoidos.  But, 
if  anjr  iess  than  hinooence  were  implied,  it  appears  impossible  that 
Vanessa  should  haTe  receiTed  with  rapture  (as  she  does  in  the  next 
letter,)  the  proposal  of  Cadeniis  tp  immortalice  these  incidents  of 
their  intercourse. 

*  When  Vanessa  seems  to  have  Tisited  the  Dean's  letreat  near 
Wantage.    i>ee  his  letter  of  12th  August  1714, 

+  This  remarkable  sentiment  is  the  sting  of  Arbuthnofs  ce» 
lebtatdd  epitaph  on  Chartres.  It  b  applied  by  the  Dean,  in  a 
moment  of  hastj  peeyishness,  to  his  old  friend  Barber* 

%-  Cadenus,  to  wit    See  a  preceding  note. 
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things  upot\  it,  though  he  would  let  nobody  read  a 
word  of  it  but  himself,  though  I  was  so  kind  to 
shew  him  your's  to  me,  as  well  as  this,  which  he 
has  laid  a  crown  with  me  you  will  not  understand, 
which  is  pretty  odd  for  one  that  sets  up  for  so  high 
an  opinion  of  your  good  sense.  I  am  ever,  with  the 
greatest  tru^h,  your  s,  &c. 
August  13. 


FROM  MISS  VANHOMRIGH  TO  DR  SWIFT- 

Cell  Bridge,  17^ 
•  •  • .  Cad,  is  it  possible  that  you  will  come  and 
see  me  ?  I  beg  for  Godsake  you  will ;  I  would 
give  the  world  to  see  you  here  (and  Molkin  would 
be  extremely  happy)  •  Do  you  think  the  time  long 
since  I  saw  you? 

I  did  design  seeing  you  this  week,  but  will  not 
stir  in  hopes  of  your  coming  here.  I  beg  you'll 
write  two  or  three  words  by  the  bearer,  to  let  me 
know  if  you  think  you'll  come  this  week.  I  shall 
have  the  note  to-night.  You  make  me  happy  be- 
yond expression  by  your  goodness*  It  would  be 
too  much  once  to  hope  for  such  a  history ;  if  you 
bad  laid  a  thousand  pound  that  I  should  not  unaer* 
stand  your  letter,  you  had  lost  it.  X^ll  ^^  sincere- 
ly did  those  circumstances  crowd  on  you,  o|r  'did 
you  recollect  them  only  to  make  me  happy  ? 
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FROM  DR  SWIFT  TO  MISS  VANHOMRIGM. 

Thursdajr  morn.  10» 
I  will  see  you  to-morrow  if  possible.  You  know 
it  is  not  above  five  days  since  I  s^w  you,.and  that  I 
would  ten  times  more  if  it  were  at  alf  convenient, 
whether  your  Old  Hragon  come  or  no,  whom  I  be- 
lieve my  people  cannot  tell  what  to  make  of,  but 
take  him  for  some  conjuror. 
Adieu. 


FROM  DR  SWIFT  TO  MISS  VANHOM- 
RIGH.  ♦ 

Oi^ober  Ifi,  1720. 
I  SIT  down,  with  the  first  .opportunity  I  have,  ta 
write  to  you,  and  the  Lord  knows  when  I  can  find 
conveniency  to  send  the  letter ;  for  all  the  morn- 
ings I  am  plagued  with  impertinent  visits  or  imper- 
tinent business  below  any  man  of  sense  or  honour 
to  endure,  if  it  were  any  way  avoidable.  Dinners 
and  afternoons  and  evenings  are  spent  abroad>  and 
in  walking  to  ;  and  to  avoid  spleen  as  far 

as  I  can :  so  that  when  I  am  not  so  good  a  corres- 
pondent as  I  could  wish,  you  are  not  to  quarrel  and 
be  Governor,  but  to  impute  it  to  my  situation ;  and 
to  conclude  infallibly  that  I  have  the  same  respect. 


•  About  one  half  of  this  letter  has  been  printed ;  the  paMaget 
"within  crotchets  now  appear  for  the  first  time. 
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esteem,  and  kindness  for  you  I  ever  professed  to* 
have,  and  shall  ever  preserve,  because  you  will  al- 
ways merit  the  utmost  that  can  be  given  you,  espe* 
cially  if  you  go  on  to  read  and  still  further  improve 
your  mind,  and  the  talents  that  nature  has  givea 
you.  [I  had  a  letter  from  your  friend  J.  B.  *  in  Lon- 
don, in  answer  to  what  I  told  you  that  Glassheel 
said  about  the  money.  J.  B/s  answer  is,  that  you 
are  a  person  of  honour ;  that  you  need  give  yourself 
no  trouble  about  it ;  that  you  will  pay  wheh  you  are 
able,  and  he  shall  be  content  till  then.  These  are 
his  own  words,  and  you  see  he  talks  in  the  style  of 
a  very  rich  man,  which  he  says  he  yet  Is,  though 
terribly  pulled  down  by  the  fall  of  stocks.  I  am 
glad  you  did  not  sell  your  annuities,  unless  some-^ 
body  were  to  manage  and  transfer  them  while  stocks 
were  high.]  I  am  in  much  concern  for  poor  Mol- 
kin,  and  the  more,  because  I  am  sure  you  are  so 
too.  You  ought  to  be  as  chjeerful  as  you  can  for 
both  yourf  sakes,  and  read  pleasant  things,  that  wilL 
make  you  laugh,  and  not  sit  moping  with  your  el- 
bows on  your  knees  on  a  little  stool  by  the  fire.  It 
is  most  infallible  that  riding  would  do  Molkin  more 
good  than  any  other  thing,  provided  fair  days  and 
warm  clothes  be  provided ;  and  so  it  would  to  you, 
and  if  you  lose  any  skin,  you  know  Job  says,  *'  Skin 
for  skin  will  a  man  give  for  his  life ;"  it  is  either 
,  Job  or  Satan  says  so,  for  ought  you  know.    [Oct.  17. 

^  I  had  not  a  moment  to  finish  this  since  I  sat  down 

^  to  it.    A  person  was  with  me  just  .now,  and  inter- 

j  rupted  me  as  I  was  going  on,  with  telling  me  of 

\         

I 

«  John  Barber. 

^  In  former  editions  this  is  printed  our  sakeSf  a  yariatioa  slight 
^      ikd^  but  Important  in  sense. 
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great  people  here  losing  their  places,  imd  now  some 
more  are  coining  about  business.  So  adieu,  till  by 
and  by,  or  to-morrow.]  Oct.  18.— *I  am  getting  an 
ill  head  in  this  cursed  town  for  want  of  exercise.  I 
wish  J  were  to  walk  with  you  fifty  tiroes  about  the 
garden,  and  then  ——  drink  your  coffee.  I  was 
sitting  last  night  with  half  a  score  of  both  sexes  for 
an  iiour,  and  grew  as  weary  as  a  dog.  [Glassheel 
takes  up  abundance  of  my  time  in  spight  of  my 
teeth.]  Every  body  grows  silly  and  disagreeable, 
or  I  grow  monkish  and  splenetic^  which  is  the  same 
thing.  Conversation  is  full  of  nothing  but  South 
Sea,  and  the  ruin  of  the  kingdom,  and  scarcity  of 
money.  [I  had  a  thoussmd  times  hear  the  Gover* 
nor  chide  two  hours  without  reason. 

Oct.  20.-*— The  Governor  was  with  me  at  six 
o'clock  this  morning,  but  did  not  stay  two  minutes, 
and  deserves  a  chiding,  which  you  must  give  when 

J^ou  drink  your  coffee  next.  I  hope  to  send  this^ 
etter  to-morrow.  I  am  a  good  deal  out  of  order  in 
mj  head,  after  a  little  journey  I  made ;  ate  too  much 
I  suppose,  or  travelling  in  a  coach  after  it.  I  am 
now  sitting  at  home  alone,  and  will  go  write  to 
Molkins.  So  adieu.] 


FROM  MISS  VANHOMRIGH  TO  DR  SWIFT. 

Cell  Bridge,  179a 

You  had  heard  from  me  before,  but  that  my  mes* 

senger  was  not  to  be  had  till  to-day,  and  now  I  have 

only  time  to  thank  you  for  your's,  because  he  was 

going  about  his  business  this  moment,  which  is  very 
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happy  for  you,  or  you  would  have  had  a  long  lett) 
full  of  spleen.     Never  veas  human  creature  moi 
distressed  than  I  have  been  since  I  came.     Poi 
Molkin  has  had  two  or  three  relapses,  and  is  in  i 
bad  a  way,  that  I  fear  she  will  never  recover.  Judg 
now  what  a  way  I  am  now  in^  absent  from  you,  ad 
loaded  with  melancholy  on  her  score.     I  have  bee 
very  ill  with  a  stitch  in  my  side,  which  is  not  vefj 
well  yet. 


FROM  MISS VANHOMRIGH  TO  DRSWIFT.^ 

Ceil  Bridge,  I7i0. 

BcLlBYB  me  it  is  with  the  utmost  regret  that  I  noi^ 

complain  to  you,  because  I  know  your  good-nature 

such,  that  you  cannot  see  any  human  creature  mi« 

serable,  without  being  sensibly  touched,  yet  what 

can  I  do  ?  I  must  either  unload  my  heart,  and  tell 

you  all  its  griefs,  or  sink  under  the  inexpressible  dis* 

tress  I  now  suffer  by  your  prodigious  neglect  of  me. 

'Tis  now  ten  long  weeks  since  I  saw  you,  and  in  all 

that  time  I  have  never  received  but  one  letter  from 

you,  and  a  little  note  with  an  excuse.     Oh,  ho\i 

have  you  forgot  me.  You  endeavotir  by  severities  tc 

force  me  from  you,  nor  can  I  blame  you ;  for  witl 

the  utmost  distress  and  confusion,  I  behold  mysel 

the  cause  of  uneasy  reflections  to  you,  yet  I  canno 

comfort  you,  but  here  declare,  that  His  not  in  th 

power  of  time  or  accident  to  lessen  the  inexpressibl 

passion  which  I  have  for 

Put  my  passion  under  the  utmost  restraint,  sen 
me  as  distant  from  you  as  the  earth  will  allow,  yc 
you  cannot  banish  those  charming  ideas  which  wi 


*  This  letter  bas  bcea  already  printed. 
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erer  stick  by  me  whilst  I  have  theuse'of  memoryf 
Nor  is  the  love  I  bear  you  only  seated  in  my  soul, 
for  there  is  not  a  single  atom  of  my  frame  thai  is  not 
blended  with  it     Therefore,  don't  flatter  yourself 
that  separation  will  ever  change  my  semiments ;  for 
I  find  myself  unquiet  in  the  midst  of  silence,  and  my 
heart  is  at  once  pierced  with  sorrow  and  love.     For 
Heaven's  sake,  tell  me  what  has  caused  this  prodi- 
gious change  on  you,  which  I  have  found  of  late 
If  you  have  the  least  remains  of  pity  for  me  left, 
tell  me  tenderly  ;  No  :  Don't  tell  it,  so  that  it  may 
cause  my  present  death,  and  don't  suffer  me  to  live 
a  life  like  a  languishing  death,  which  is  the  only  life 
I  can  lead,  if  you  have  lost  any  of  your  tenderness 
for  me. 


FROM  MISS  VANHOMRIGH  TO  DRSWIFT.* 

Tell  me  sincerely,  if  you  have  once  wished  with 
earnestness  to  see  me,  since  I  wrote  last  to  you.  No, 
so  far  from  that,  you  have  not  once  pitied  me, 
though  I  told  you  how  1  was  distressed.  Solitude 
is  insupportable  to  a  mind  which  is  not  at  ease.  I 
have  worn  onr  my  days  in  sighing,  and  my  nights  with 
watching  and  thinking  of  ...  .  who  thinks  not 
of  me.  How  many  letters  must  I  send  you  before 
I  shall  receive  an  answer  ?  Can  you  deny  me  in  my 
misery  the  only  comfort  which  I  can  expect  at  pre- 


*  This  letter  has  been  published  with  some  literal    and  minnto 
inaccuracies,  which  are  here  corrected  from  Mr  Berwick's  MS. 
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s^nt^  Oh  I  that  I  could  hope  to  see  you  here,  ot 
thai  I  could  go  to  you.  I  was  bora  with  violent  pas* 
Hions,  whifih  terminate  all  in  one,  that  inexpressiWc 
passibn  I  have  fbr  you.     Consider  the  kilUug  emo- 
tions  which  I  feel  from  your  neglect^  and  shew  some 
tenderness  for  me,  er^I  shall  lose  my  senses.   Sure 
you  cannot  possibly  be  so  much  taken  up^  but  you 
might  coraraaBd  a  moment  to  write  to  me^  and  force 
your  inclinations  to  do  so  great  a  charity.     I  firmly 
believe,  could  I  know  your  thoughts,  which  no  hu*- 
itian  creature  is  capable  of  guessing  at,  (because 
never  any  one  living  thought  like  you,)  I  should 
find  you  have  often  in  a  rage  wished  me  religious, 
hoping  then  I  should  have  paid  my  devotions  to 
Heaven ;  but  that  would  not  spare  you,— for  was  I 
ah  enthusiast,  still  youM  be  the  deity  I  should  wor- 
ship.     What  marks  are  there  of  a  deity,  but  what 
you  are  to  be  known  by  ;-«-you  are  at  present  every- 
where ;  your  dear  image  is  always  before  mine  eyes. 
Sometimes  you  strike  me  with  that  prodigious  awe, 
I  tremble  with  fear;  at  other  times  a  charming  com- 
passion shines  through  your  countenance,  which  re- 
vives my  soul.     Is  it  not  more  reasonable  to  adore  a 
radiant  form  one  has  seen,  than  one  only  described  ? 


FROM  DR  SWIFT  TO  MISS  VANHOMRIGH. 

Four  o'clock. 
I  DINED  with  *he  provost,  and  told  him  I  was  com- 
ing here,  because  I  must  be  at  prayers  at  six.     He 
said  you  had  been  with  him,  and  would  not  be  at 
home  this  day,  and  went  to  Cellbridge  to-morrow. 
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I  said  I  cotdd  however  go  try.  I  faacy  you  told 
him  so»  that  he  might  not  come  to-night;  if  he  comes, 
you  must  piece  it  up  as  you  can,  else  he'will  think 
It  was  on  purpose  to  meet  me,  and  I  hate  any  thing 
that  looks  like  a  secret. 

I  cannot  possibly  call  after  prayers :  I  therefore 
came  here  in  the  afternoon  while  people  were  in 
church,  hoping  certainly  to  find  you.  I  am  truly 
affected  for  poor  Moll,  who  is  a  girl  of  infinite  va- 
lue, and  I  am  sure  you  will  take  all  possible  care  of 
her,  and  I  hope  to  live  to  see  the  sincerest  friendship 
in  the  world  long  between  you.  I  pray  God  of 
Heaven  protect  you  both,  and  am,  enti^rement. 


FROM  DR  SWIFT  TO  MISS  VANHOMRIGH. 

Monday. 
I  AM  surprised  and  grieved  beyond  what  I  can 
express.  I  read  your  letter  twice  before  I  knew  what 
it  meant,  nor  can  I  yet  well  believe  ray  eyes.  Is  that 
poor  good  creature  dead  ?*  I  observed  she  look* 
ed  a  little  ghastly  on  Saturday,  but  it  is  against  the 
usual  way  for  one  in  her  case  to  die  so  sudden.  For 
God's  sake  get  your  friends  about  you  to  advise,  and 
to  order  every  thing  in  the  forms.  It  is  all  you  have 
to  do.  I  want  comfort  myself  in  this  case,  and  can 
give  little.  Time  alone  must  give  it  you.  Nothing 
now  is  your  part  but  decency.  I  was  wholly  un- 
prepared against  so  sudden  an  event,  and  pity  you 
most  of  all  creatures  at  present. 


*  Miss  Mary  Yanhomrigh. 
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FROMDRSWIFTTO  MISS  VANHOMRIGH^ 

Gallstown^  oearKinnegad,  July  5,172l.|, 

It  was  not  convenient,  hardly  possible  to  writ 
to  you  before  now,  though  I  had  more  than  ordinarj 
mind  to  do  it,  considering  the  disposition  I  fount 
you  in  last,  though  1  hope  I  left  you  in  a  better.  ] 
must  here  beg  you  to  take  more  care  of  your  healtl 
by  company  and  exercise,  or  else  the  spleen  will 
get  the  better  of  you,  than  which  there  is  not  i 
more  foolish  or  troublesome  disease,  tmd  what  yoo 
have  no  pretences  in  the  world  to,  if  all  the  ad- 
vantages in  life  can  be  any  defence  against  it.  Cad. 
assures 'me,  he  continues  to  esteem,  and  love,  and 
value  you  above  all  things,  and  so  will  do  to  the  end 
of  his  life,  but  at  the  same  time  entreatsthat  you  would 
not  make  yourself  or  him  unhappy  by  imaginaticfus. 
The  wisest  men  in  all  ages  have  thought  it  the  best 
course  to  seize  the  minutes  as  they  fly,  and  to  make 
every  innocent  action  an  amusement.  If  you  knew 
how  I  struggle  for  a  little  health  ;  what  uneasiness 
I  am  at  in  riding  and  walking,  and  refraining  from 
every  thing  agreeable  to  my  taste,  you  would  think 
it  but  a  small  thing  to  take  a  coach  now  and  then, 
and  converse  with  fools  and  impertinents,  to  avoid 
spleen  and  sickness.  Without  health  you  will  lose 
all  desire  of  drinking  your  coffee,  and  [become]  so 
low  as  to  have  no  spirits.  [I  answer  all  your  questions 
that  you  were  used  to  ask  Cad.  and  he  protests  he 
answers  them  in  the  affirmative.     How  go  your  law 


*  All  this  letter  hat  appeared  excepting  a  short  passage  witbin 
crotchets. 
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place  till  ten'days  ago,  and  I  missed  one  post;  by  ig-* 
norance,  and  that  has  stopt  me  five  days.  Before,  that 
time  I  was  much  out  of  order  by  the  usual  conse- 
quences of  wet  weather  and  change*  of  drink,  nei* 
ttier  am  I  yet  established,  though  much  better  than 
I  was.]  The  weather  has  been  so  constantly  bad^ 
that  I  have  wanted  all  the  healthy  advantages  of  th6 
country,  and  it  seems  likely  to  continue  so.  It 
would  have  been  infinitely  better  once  a  week  to 
have  met  Kendall,  apd  so  forth,  where  one  might 
pass  three  or  four  hours  in  drinking  coffee  in  the 
morning,  or  dining  tlte-a*tiSte,  and  drinking  coffee 
again  till  seven.  I  answer  all  the  questions  you 
can  ask  me  in  the  affirmative.  I  remember  your 
detesting  and  despising  the  conversation  of  the 
world,  I  have  been  so  mortified  with  a  roan  and 
his  lady  here  two  days,  that  it  has  made  me  as 
peevish  as,  (I  want  a  comparison).  I  hope  you  are 
gone,  or  going  to  your  country-seat,  though  I  think 
you  have  a  term  upon  your  hands.  I  shall  be  here 
Jong  enough  to  receive  your, answer,  and  perhaps  to 
write  to  you  again ;  but  then  1  shall  go  farther  off, 
(if  my  health  continues,)  and  shall  let  you  know 
my  stages.  I  have  been  for  some  days  as  splenetic 
as  ever  you  was  in  your  life,  which  is  a  bold  word* 
Remember  I  still  enjoin  you  reading  and  exercise 
for  the  improvement  of  your  mind,  and  health  of 
your  body,  and  grow  less  romantic,  and  talk  and 
act  like  a  man  of  this  world.  It  is  the  saying  of  the 
world,  and  I  believe  you  often  say,  I  love  myself, 
but  I  am  so  low,  I  cannot  say  it,  though  your  new 
acquaintance  were  with  you,  which  1  heartily  wjsh 
for  the  sake  of  you  and  myself]  God  send  you 
through  your  law  and  your  reference ;  and  remem- 
ber that  riches  are  nine  parts  in  ten  of  all  that  is 
good  in  life,  and  health  is  the  tenth ;  drinking  cof« 
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fee  comes  long  after,  and  yet  it  is  the  deventh,  but 
without  the  two  former  you  cannot  drink  it  right; 
and  remember  the  china  in  the  old  house,  and  Ri- 
der Street,  and  the  Colpnel's  journey  to  France,  and 
the  London  wedding,  and  the  sick  lady  at  Kensing- 
ton, and  the  indisposition  at  Windsor,  and  the  strain 
by  the  box  of  books  at  London.  Last  year  I  writ 
you  civilities,  and  you  were  angry ;  this  year  I  will 
write  you  none,  and  you  will  be  angry  5  yet  my 
thoughts  were  still  che  same,  [and  I  give  you  leave 
to  be  n — --— ^,  and  will  be  answerable  for  them.  I 
hope  you  will  let  me  have  some  of  your  money 
when  I  see  you,  which  I  will  pay  honestly  you 
again.  Repondez  moy  si  vous  entendez  bien  tout 
cela,]  et  croyez  que  je  seray  toujours  tou^  ce  que 
vous  desirez.    Adieu. 


FROM  DR  SWIFT  TO  MISS VANHOMfllGH.* 

LocI^U,  oouQty  of  Armagh,  ^uljr  13.  1729. 
[I  HATE  received  your' s,  and  have  changed  places 
so  often  since,  that  I  could  not  assign  a,  place  where 
I  might  expect  an  answer  from  ;  and  if  you  be  now 
\n  the  country,  and  this  letter  does  not  reach  you  in 
the  due  time  after  the  date,  I  shall  not  expect  to 
hear  from  you,  because  I  leave  this  place  the  be- 
ginning of  August.1  I  am  well  pleased  with  the  ac- 
count pf  your  visit,  and  the  behaviour  of  the  ladies. 
I  see  every  day  as  silly  things  among  both  sexes, 


*  Extracts  from  this  letter  have  appeared.    The  restored  pas* 
sages  are  marked  with  crotchets. 
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and  yet  endure  them  for  the  sake  of  amusement j 
The  worst  thing  in  you  and  me  is,  that  we  are  tod 
hard  to  please,  and,  whether  we  have  not  made  our-^ 
selves  so,  is  the  question ;  at  least  I  believe  we  havd 
the  same  reason.     One  thing  that  I  differ  from  yoti 
in,  that  1  do  not  quarrel  with  my  best  friends.     ll 
believe  you  have  ten  angry  passages  in  your  letterj 
and  every  one  of  them  enough  to  spoil  two  daysil 
a-piece  of  riding  and  walking.     We  differ  prodi- 
giously in  one  point,— I  fly  from  the  spleen  to  the] 
world's  end,  you  run  out  of  your  way  to  meet  it«l 
I  doubt  the  bad  weather  has  hindered  you  much ' 
from  the  diversions  of  your  country-house,  and  put ' 
you  upon  thinking  in  your  chamber. 

The  use  I  have  made  of  it  was  to  read  I  know 
not  how  many  diverting  books  of  history  and  tra- 
vels. I  wish  you  would  get  yourself  a  horse,  and 
have  always  two  servants  to  attend  you,  and  visit 
your  neighbours,-*— the  worse  the  better.  There  is  a 
pleasure  in  being  reverenced,  and  that  is  always  in 
your  power,  byyour  superiority  of  sense,  and  an 
easy  fortune.  The  best  maxim  I  know  in  life  is, 
to  drink  your  coffee  when  you  can,  and  when  you 
cannot,  to  be  easy  without  it  -,  while  you  continue 
to  be  splenetic,  count  upon  it,  I  will  always  preach. 
Thus  much  I  sympathize  with  you,  that  I  am  not 
cheeiful  enough  to  write,  for,  1  believe,  coffee  once 
a* week  is  necessary  to  that.  I  can  sincerely  answer 
idl  your  questions,  as  I  used  to  do,  but  then  I  gave 
all  possible  way  to  amusements,  because  they  pre* 
serve  my  temper,  as  exercise  does  my  health ;  and 
without  health  and  good  humour  I  had  rather  be  a 
dog.  I  have  shifted  scenes  oftener  than  1  ever  did 
in  my  life,  and  I  believe  have  lain  in  thirty  beds 
since  I  left  the  town ;— I  always  drew  up  the  clothes 
with  my  left  hand,  which  is  a  superstition  I  have 
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learnt  these  ten  years.  .  [These  country  posts  are 
always  so  capricious,  that  we  are  forced  to  send  our 
letters  at  a  call  on  a  sudden,  and  mine  is  now  de- 
manded, though  it  goes  not  out  till  to-morrow.  Be 
cheerful,  and  read,  and  ride,  and  laugh,  as  Cad- 
used  to  advise  you  long  ago.  I  hope  your  affairs 
are  in  some  better  settlement.]  I  long  to  see  you 
in  figure  and  equipage  :  pray  do  not  lose  that  taste. 
Farewell. 


FROM  MISS  VANHOMRIGH  TO  I>R  SWIFT. 

.  .  •  •  Cad.  •  I  thought  you  had  quite  forgot 
both  me  and  your  promise  of  writing  to  me.  Was 
it  not  very  unkind  to  be  five  weeks  absent  without 
sending  me  one  line  to  let  me  kiibw  you  were  well, 
arid  remembered  me.  Besides,  you  have  bad  such 
bad  weather,  that  you  could  have  no  diversion 
abroad ;  what  then  could  you  do,  but  write  and 
read.  I  know  you  do  not  love  cards,  neither  is  thki 
a  time  of  year  for  that  amusement.  Since  I  saw 
you,  I  have  gone  more  into  the  world  than  I  did  for 
some  time  past,  because  you  commanded  me^  and 
I  do  protest  here  that  I  am  more  and  more  mck  of 
it  every  day  than  another.  One  day  this  week  I 
was  to  visit  a  great  lady  that  has  been  a  travelling 
for  some  time  past,  where  I  found  a  very  great  as* 
sembly  of  ladies  arid  beaux,  (dressed  as  I  suppose 
to  a  nicety.)  I  hope  you'll  pardon  me  now  I  tell 
you  that  I  heartily  wished  you  a  spectator,  for  I 
very  much  question  if  in  your  life  you  ever  saw  the 
like  scene,  or  one  more  extraordinary.    The  lady's 
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1>ehaviour  was  blended  with  so  many  different  cha* 
racters^  I  cannot  possibly  describe  it  without  tiring 
your  patience.  But  the  audience  seemed  to  be  a 
creation  of  her  own,  they  were  so  very  obsequious. 
Their  forms  and  gestures  were  very  like  those  of  ba- 
boons and  monkeys ;  they  all  grinned  and  chatter- 
ed at  .the  same  time,  and  that  of  things  I  did  not 
understand.  The  rooms  being  hung  with  arras,  in 
which  were  trees  very  well  described,  just  as  I  was 
considering  their  beauty,  and  wishing  myself  in  the 
country  with  .  •  .  •  ,  one  of  these  animals  snatch- 
ed my  fan,  and  was  so  pleased  with  me,  that  it 
seized  me  with  such  a  panic  that  I  apprehended 
nothing  less  than  being  carried  up  to  the  top  of  the 
house  and  served  as  a  friend  of  yours  was,^  but  in 
this  •'  ■  one  of  their  own  species  came-  in,  up* 
on  which  they  all  began  to  make  their  grimaces, 
n^ich  opportunity  I  took  and  made  my  escape.  I 
have  not  made  on^  single  step  in  either  law  or  re» 
ference  since  I  saw  you.  I  meet  with  nothing  but 
disappointments,  yet  am  obliged  to  stay  in  town  at- 
tending Mr  P.,  &c.  which  is  very  hard.  I  do  de* 
dare  I  have  so  little  joy  in  life,  that  I  don't  care  how 
soon  hiine  ends.  For  God's  sake  write  to  me  soon, 
and  kindly,  for  in  your  absence,  your  letters  are  all 
the  joy  I  have  on  earth,  and  sure  you  are  too  good- 
imturad  to  grudge  one  hour  in  a  week  to  make  any 
human  creature  happy,  .  .  .  Cad.  think  of  me 
mid  pity  me. 


^  This  passage  j)lainl y  shews  that  Vanessa  had  read  the  mana* 
script  of  GulliTer's  Trayels,  which  were  not  published  Ujotil 
1740^  about  fonr  years  after  her  death. 
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FROM  DR  SWIFT  TO  MISS  VANPHOM- 
•  /        RICH.* 

I AMT  this'  moment  leaving  my  present  residence, 
artd  if  I  fix  Rtiy  where,  shall  let  you  know  it,  [for  I 
'would  (kih  wait  tilll  gd^a  little  good  ik^eather  for 
Tidin^g  arid  Walking,  there  nevier  haviog  been  such  a 
Reason*  as  this  remembered  ;  though  I  doubt  you 
icnoW  nothing  of  it^'but  what  you  learn  by.scNaie- 
timfes  looking  out  at  your  back  wiiidow  to  call  your 
'pie6ple.^  I  bad  ^out  last,  wkh  a  splendid  aocouat  of 
your  law  affairs.    You  were  onoe  a  better.  sotUcitor, 
when  you  eould  eontrire  to  make  othar& desire  yooi 
cohsSnttO  sin  act  of  Parliament  against  their  own 
interest  to  advance  yours.    Yet  at  present  you  nei- 
ther want  power  nor  skill,  but  disdain  to  exercise 
either.    When  you  are  melancholy,  mui  direrting 
or  amusing  books:  it  is  myreceipt^  and  ^steldom 
fails.    Health,  good  humour,  and  fortune,  are  all 
that  isValilable  in  this  life,  and  the  Ja&t.contrilHites 
to  the  two  former.  I  have  not  rode  in  all  above  poor 
400  miles  isinoe  1  saw  you,  nor  do  I  believe  I  shall 
ddfe  Above  20©  more  till  I  see  you  agaiq ;  but' I  de- 
sire you  will  'not  venture  to  shake  me  by  the  ^aad, 
fCHT  I  am'iii  tnortal  fear  of  the  itch,  aiulJimve  no  hope 
lefft,  but  that  some  ugly  veriqip  caUied  ticks  have 
got  into  my  i^cin,  of  which  1  have  pulled  out  somft 
and  must  scratch  out  the  rest.     Is  not  this  enough 
to  give  me  the  spleen  ?  for  I  dolibt  no  Christian  fa- 
mily  will  rec^veme ;  aQdtlu$:is,all  a  man  g§phy  a 

*  A  partial  extract  of  the  letter,  dated  7th  August  1722,  1^ 
been  printed.  The  additionS  from  Mr  Berwick's  MS*  are  mark* 
ed  as  usual  -vrith  crotchets. 
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northern  journey.  It  would  ber  unhappy  ^or  me  to 
be  as  nic^e  in  my  conversation  ted  company  as  yoft 
are,  whiph  is  tjie  only  thiiig  wherein  you  agree  witb 
Glassheel,  who  declares  ^here  is  not  a  converfiiWe 
creature^inlreisyid  except  Cad.  What  would  you 
do  in  tl^ese  parts,  wherp  politeness  is  as  much  a 
stranger  ^s  cleanliness^  I  am  stopt,  and  this  letter 
is  intended  to  travel  wi^  me^  so  adiqu  till  the 
next  stage.     Aug.  8.       * 

Yesterday  I  rode  29  miles  without  being  weary, 
and  1  wish  little \Hi?5Arma^^  could  do  as  much.  Here 
I  leave  this  letter  to  travel  <Aie.Ane  way  while  I  go 
another,  but  where  I  do  not  know,  nor  what  cabins 
or  bogs  are  in  my  way.     I  see  you  this  moment  as 
you  are  visible  at  ten  in  the  morning,  and  now  y64 
are  asking  your  questions  round,  and  I  am  answer- 
ing them  with  a  great  deal ,  of  effected  delays^and 
the  same  scene  has  passed  forty  thnes  as  well  as 
the  other,  from  two  till  seven,  longer  than  the  first 
by  two  hours,  yet  each  its  ses  agremens  particuliers.l 
A  long  vacation.  Law  lies  asleep,  and  bad  weather. 
How  do  you  wear  away  the  time.     Is  it  among  the 
fields  and  groves  of  your  country  seat,  or  among 
your  cousins  in  town,  or  thinking  in  a  train  that 
will  be  sure  to  vex  you,  and  then  reasoning  and 
forming  teasmg  conclusions  from  mistaken  thoughts? 
The  best  company  for  you  is  a  philosopher,, whon^ 
you  would  regard  as  much  as  a  sermon*     I  havf 
read  more  trash  since  I  left  you  than  would  fill  all 
your  shelves,  and  am  abundantly,  the  better  for  it, 
though  I  scarce  remember  a  syllabi^.    [Go  over  the 
scenes  of  Windsor,  Cleveland  Row,  Rider  Street,  St 
James'-s  Street,  Kensington,  the  Shittery,  the  Colo- 
nel in  France,  &c.     Cad.  thinks  often  of  these,  es- 
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pecially  on  horseback,*  as  I  am  assured,]  What  a 
foolish  thing  is  timd[  and  how  foolish  is  man,  who 
would  be  as  angry  it  time  stopt  as  if  it  passed.  But 
I  will  not  proceed  at  this  rate  ;  for  I  am  writing  and 
thinking  niyself  fast  into  a  spleen,  which  is  the  on- 
ly thing  that  I  would  not  compliment  you  by  imi- 
tating. So  adieu  till  the  next  place  I  fix  in,  [if  I  fix 
at  all  till  I  return,  and  tbat  I  leave  to  fortune  and 
the  weather.]  ^V 


[As  a  snpplemeiit  to  this  remarkable  correspondence,  I  insert  Miss 
Vanhomrigh*s  last  will,  from  a  regular  official  extract] 

COPY  OF  THE  .WILL  OF  ESTHER  VAN- 
rtOMRlGH, 

FROM  THB  BE6ISTRY  OP  THE  PBER06ATIVS  COU^T  IN 
IRELAND. 

Extracted  from  the  Registry  of  his  Mqfestya  Court  of  Prero^ 
gative  in  Ireland. 

In  the  name  of  God,  Amen. — I  Esther  Vanhom- 
righ,  one  of  the  daughters  of  Bartholomew  Van- 
homrigh,  late  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  Esq.  deceased, 
being  of  sound  and  disposing  mind  and  memory, 
do  make  and  ordain  this  my  last  will  and  testament^ 
in  manner  and  form  following,  that  is  to  say  : — ^First, 
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I  recommend  my  soul  into  the  hands  of  AlmigH^ 
God,  and  my  body  I  commit  no  the  earth,  to  U 
buried  at  the  discretion  of  my  executors  hereil 
after  named.     In  the  next  place,  I  give  and  devi^ 
all  my  worldly  substance,  whether  in  lands,  ten^ 
ments,  hereditaments,  or  trusts,  and  all  my  real  anj 
personal    estate,  of  what  nature  or  kind  soevei 
tintothe  Reverend  Doct4f  George  Berkly,  one  o 
the  Fellows  of  Trinity  College,  Dublin,  and  Robei* 
Marshall  of  Clonmell,  Esq.  their  heirs,  executors 
and  administrators,'  chargeable  nevertheless  with 
and  subject  and  liable  to  the  payment  of  all  sucl 
debts  of  my  own  contracting,  as  I  shall  owe  at  thi 
time  of  my  death,  as  also  unto  the  payment  of  the 
several  legacies  hereinafter  bequeathed,  or  which 
shall  hereafter  be  bequeathed  by  any  codicil  to  be  an- 
nexed to  this  my  last  will  and  testament:    Item^  I 
give  and  bequeath  unto  Erasmus  Lewis  of  London, 
Esq,  the  sum  of  twenty- five  pounds  sterling,  to  buy 
a  ring :    Item :  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  Francis 
Annesly  of  the  city  of  London,  Esq,  twenty-five 
pounds  sterling,  to  buy  a  ring :    Item^   I  give  and 
bequeath  unto  John  Hooks,  Esq.  of  Gaunts  in  Dor- 
setshire, twenty-five  pounds  sterling,  to  buy  a  ring: 
Item,    I  give  unto  the  Right  Reverend  Father  in 
Grod  William  King,  Lord  Archbishop  of  Dublin, 
twenty.five  pounds  sterling,  to  buy  a  ring :    Item^ 
I  give  and  bequeath  unto  the  Right  Reverend  Fa- 
ther in  God  Theop.  Bolton,  Lord  Bishop  of  Clonfert, 
twenty.five  pounds  sterling,  to  buy  a  ring :    ttemy 
I  give  and  bequeath  unto  Robert  Lindsey  of  the  city 
of  Dublin,  Esq.  twenty-five  pounds  sterling,  to  buy 
a  ring :    Item,  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  Edmund 
Shuldam  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  Esq.  twenty-five 
pounds  sterling^  to  buy  a  ring  2    Item.    I  give  and 
t)equeath  unto  William  Lingin  of  the  castle  oi 
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Dublin,  Esq.  twenty-fire  pounds  sterling,  to  buy  a 
ring :    Item^   I  give  and  bequeath  unto  the  ,Rev. 
Mr  John  Antrobus>  my  cousin,  the  like  sum  i^ 
money,  tp  buy  a  ring :    Item^  I  give  and  bequeath 
unto  Bryan  Robinson,  doctor  of  physic  in  the  city 
of  Dublin,  fifteen  pounds  sterling,  to  buy  a  ring: 
Item,  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  Mr  Edward  Cloker 
of  the  city  of  Dublin,  fifteen  pounds  sterlings  to 
buy  a  ring  :    Item^  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  Mr 
William  Marshall  of  the  city  of  Dublin,   fifteen 
pounds  sterling,  to  buy  a  ring!    Itemj  I  give  and 
bequeath  unto  John  Finey,  son  of  George  JFiney 
of  Kildrought  in  the  county  of  Kildare,  and  i^odson 
to  ray  sister,  the  sum  of  twenty-five  pounds  sterliQg» 
to  be  paid  him  when  he  shall  attain  the  age  of  twenty* 
one  years :  Also  I  give  and  bequeath  to  his  mother, 
Mrs  Mary  Finey,  the  sum  of  ten  pounds  sterling, 
to  buy  mourning ;  and  to  Mrs  Ann  Wakefield,  her 
lister,  of  the  parish  of  St  Andrews  in  the  city  of 
J)ublin,  the  like  sum,  to  buy  mourning :    liem^  J 
give  and  bequeath  unto  Ann  Kindon,  who  is  now 
my  servant,  ^he  sum  of  five  poypds  sterling,  to  buy 
mourning ;  and  to  her  daughter,  Ann  Clinkskells, 
the  like  sum  of  money,  to  buy  mourning :    Item,  I 
give  and  bequeath  unto  every  servant  that  shall  live 
with  me  at  the  time  of  my  death  half  a  year's  wages; 
and  to  the  poor  of  the  parish,  where  I  shall  happen 
to  die,  five  pounds  sterling:    And  I  do  hereby 
^make,  constitute,  and  appoint  the  said  Dr  Gecwfge 
Berkly,  and  Robert  Marshall,  Esq.  of  Clonm,el,  ^ole 
executors  of  this  my  last  will  and  testament :   Aud  I 
do  hereby  revoke  and  make  void  all  former  aijd  oth^ 
wills  and  testaments  by  me  in  any  wise  heretoforie 
made,  either  in  word  or  writing,  and  declare  ihts 
to  be  my  Jast  will  and  testament.     In  witness  where- 
of, I,  the  said  EfSther  Vanhomrigh,  haye  hefeupto  set 
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my  hand  and  seal,  this  first  day  of  May^  in  the  y^ 
of  our  Lord  1723.  1 

E.  Vanhomrig)!.     {SeaL\ 

Signed,  published,  and  declared  by  the  said  Estlj 
Vanhomrigh,  for  and  as  her  last  will  and  testamej 
in  presence  of  us,  who  attest  the  same  by  subscrl 
ing  our  names  in  the  presence  of  her  the  said  test 
trix. 
Jas.  Doylb*    Ed.  Thrush.   Darby  Gafny. 

The  last  will  and  testament  of  Esther  Vanhol 
righ,  late  deceased  (having,  and  so  forth),  W 
proved  in  common  form  of  law,  and  prob 
granted  by  the  most  Reverend  Father  in  G^ 
Thomas,  and  so  forth,  to  the  Reverend  Georj 
Berkely  and  Robert  Marshall,  the  executoi 
they  being  first  sworn  personally. — Dated  tl 
6th  of  June  1723. 

A  true  copy,  which  I  attest, 

John  Hawkins,  Dep.  Beg. 

^T^icre  is  also  before  the  editor  a  copy  of  a  coromission  from  t 
Archbishop  of  Canterbary  to  the  Archbishop  of  Dublin , 
grant  a  probate  to  Miss  Vanhomrigh's  executors^  dated  Lo 
don^  26th  November  1725.] 


ERRATA. 


Page  394,  last  line,  Socrefe  read  Secrete. 
416,  line  11,  Brondeth  read  Brandeth. 

The  Colonel  mentioned  on  p.  393,  is  conjectured  in  the  note 
have  been  Miss  Vanhomrigh*s  brother;  but  I  now  incline 
believe  Colonel  Godfrey  is  meant.  See  Journal  to  Stella,  V 
II.  p.  353. 

The  letter  p.  399,  vith  a  present  of  venison  to  Mrs  Vanho 
righ,  ought  perhaps  to  have  been  dated  30th  Sept.  1711,  iRSt< 
of  3d  Sept.  1712.  Of  the  former  date.  Swift  writes  to  Ste 
^^  1  have  sent  a  noble  haunch  of  venison  this  afternoon  to  1^ 
Vanhomrigh.  I  wish  you  had  it  sirrabs."    See  Vol.  II.  p.  3 
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Curate's  complaint*  of  hard  duty,  xiv.  367 
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ii  of  by-words,  xiii.  382 
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